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PREFACE. 



f^TPRUSj Syria J and Palejiine have made fucb a 
confpicuous figure in the page of hijlory^ that an ac- 
count of them muji prove highly inter ejiing to thqfe 
vjiho. are fond of refearches into thefituation of remote 
< nations* No countries^ indeed^ have oftener changed 
their majlers^ or been fubjeiled to. more revolutions. 
The Perfians, the Greeks ^ the Romans^ and the Sa-^ 
racensj have all made them the^ theatres of memorable 
events/, and they are now, in the hands of a govern- 
ment^ which has banijhedfrom them the leaji traces 
of thofe arts for which they were once fo famous. 
Syria and Palejiine in particular are celebrated on ac* 
count of their being fo intimately connededwith Sacred 
Hijiory ; and the numberlefs ruins which they Jiill 
exhibit to the eye of the curious traveller^ while they 
hold forth ajiriking piSlure of the injiahility of all hu^ 
man things^ afford >a noble fubjeil for the mojifublime 
refle6lions. Thefe Travels y therefore^ which procur- 
ed the Author a pla<e in feveral learned academies ^ 
and which contain a very accurate and juft view of 
the moji remarkable places in the Levant^ will^ the 
Tranjlator. trujisy meet with the fame approbation 
Vol, I. a ber^ 
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here as they have done abroad. The man of letter t 
will find in them curious obfervations on many ob* 
Jeffs of the utmoji importance tofcience j the politician 
new ideas of the governnmt andmanntrs rftheOri* 
entals ; the Merchant ufeful tnformatmi concerning 
trade and commerce ; and ihofe who wijh to vifit the 
Eq/iy fuch injiruilions as cannot fail to be of the ut* 
moji utility to them. The Author^ above allj feems 
to have been peculiarly attentive to the local geogra-^ 
phy of the towns and villages through which hepaf^ 
fed \ and^ with this work as a guide^ fututAtraveU 
^ hrs wh^ mof^ be difptfed ta purfue the fenoA route^ 
ivill be at nQ hfs how to. gratify their curiofity^ and 
ta avoid tbcfe dangers which, deter the Europeans in 
general from^^etfpofing themfeives. ip. thd infu/U. ^*a 
JmOal and fef^ious people^ 
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CHAP. I. 



OF THE ISLAND AND KINGDOM OF CYPfCUS IN 
GENERAL. 

d YPRUS, an ifland in the Mediterranean Sea, 
belonging to Turkey in Afia, is fituated under the 
fifty-fecond degree of eaft longitude, and the thir- 
ty-fiith of north latitude, between the coaft of 
Syria and that of Cilicia, at prefent ciilled Cara- 
mania. This country was formerly known by a 
great many different names. Pliny calls it Aca- 
maxitis, Ceraftis, Afphelia, Amathufia, Macatia, 
Cryptos, and Colinia *. In other hiftoriansit may 
be found under the denomination of Chetime, 
Erofa, Paphos, and Salamis ; and^ in the poets, 
under that of Cythera: the latter made it the 
birth-place of Venus, and the abode of the Graces ; 
hence thofe charming defcriptions which they have 
• given of it \ and thofe enchanting fcenes of which. 
Vol. L B according 

5 Plin, lib. V. cap, 31,' 
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according to theiT account, it was the theatre* 
Their ingenious painting has perpetuated the illu- 
fion; and the names of Cythera, Paphos, and 
Amjuhonthe, thofe fpots more peculiarly confe- 
crated to the goddefs of picafure, ftill awaken the 
mod agreeable and delightful ideas. 

This ifland contained formerly nine kingdoms, 
tributary to Egypt, and foon after to the Romans. 
From the emperors of the weflf it paffed to thofe of 
the eaft : but it was taken from them by the Arabs, 
j|tnder the reign of Heraclius, Ifaac, a prince of 
the family of the Comenii,. who governed it with 
the title of Duke, being fired with ambition, 
feizedon the whole ifland, and eftablifhed himfelf 
fovereign of it» The weaknefs of the empire for 
a long time favoured the views of the ufurper ; 
buti mi 19 1, Richard the Firft,, king of England, 
deprived him of it, together with his life. Being 
afterwards fold by this monarch to the Templars, 
difference of religion caufed the inhabitants tb 
take lip arms againft their new fovereigns ; and 
the knights apprehending that they fhould not 
be aWctokeep peaceable poffeffion of it, delivered 
it back to Richard, who renounced it in favour 
of Gay de Lufignan* In 1460, Charlotte, the 
laft hdarefe of this fkniily, was expelled from at by 
Jame^, her natural In-other.. She married Lewis 
cf Savoy ;. and on this account the dukes of that 
^cAintry. fiill affume the title of King of Cyprus^ 
After the death of James, Catherine Comaro, 
his widow^, finding hcrfelf withcmt male cbrldren,^ 
fifiade 6ver this kisngdom in 14S0 to the republic 
df Venke. But they did not long enjoy their ac- 
tjuiritioia : the Turk* rendered thcnrfelrcs mafters 
« it in 1570^ and every thing concurred to fe- 
cure their conqueft. But how coisies it that tbele 
people, reftlefi; and cebettioois under theii fixfi: fo- 
fubmit with fe much docility to the yoke 

of 
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of the Ottoman cmpite ? Is it becaufe a defpotic 
government, which fafls hcaviefl: on the pjiulent, 
and conftqtiehtly the leaft numbroiis Jiart of a ni- 
tion, i§, as they fayj more favourable to the 
poorer ciaffes, who form the bulk of the ftate ? 
Th^re is a caufe iefs remote, thfe idea of which 
prefents itfelf to the jtnind?; of thefe unfortunate 
people. The robuft flavc raifcsj arid carries with- 
out difficulty, a moderate burthen : but if it 15 
greater than his ftrcngth can bear, it will foon 
overpower him ; and the unhappy wretch, when 
once thrown down, muft ever after creep and dra^ 
himfelf along, after the planner of animals. Such 
are the eiBTefts of defpotifm : it cruiOies mati ; de- 
ftroys his nobleft faculties ; and. While his exer- 
tion is confitied within the narrow circlfe of his 
wants, he at length lofes all fehfe of his own dig- 
nity : a fenfe which, when properly revived, has 
been at all tiines, among pedpie kept in a ftate of 
flavery, the principle of revolutions, and the fig- 
nal of liberty. However this may be, Feitfinand 
L of Medicis, grand duke bf Tufcany; attempted 
to take Cyprus ; and would certainly have fitc- 
ceeded, fay the hiftorians, had he been provided 
with better generals. 

This beautiful ifland is two hundred and twenty 
miles in length, fixty-five in brea:dthy and about 
fix hundred in circuniference, cotnprehendiJtg the 
gulphs. A chain of mountains, the highelt of 
which are Olympus, St. Croix, ind Buifavenf, 
crofs and divide it from eaft to Weft; 

The largeft of hs plaint is that o^ Meffarea, 
where the wandering eye lofes itfelf in an extent 
of feventy-eight mrle^ in tengttt, ari^ thirty in ^ 
breadth ; while a variety of obje^s add to the 
pleafure arifmg from a view of this* iiiimenfe ho* 
ritoti. 

If 1 tficre 
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There are few rivers or torrents here, the beds 
of which, even in winter,, are not entirely dry ;. 
and this is owing to the great fcarcity of rain. The 
heavens, as one may fay, are of brafs ; and hifto- 
rians affure us that, in the reign of Conftantine, 
no fain fe}l in this ifland for the fpace of thirty 
years. It jRay readily be conceived how much in- 
jury a drought' of fo long continuance muft do 
to papulation. » 

There were here formerly a great number of 
€|ties, of which nothing at prefent remains but the 
names, and a few ruins. There are fome even, 
for the ancient fituation of which it would be in 
vain to fearch. Famagufta and Nicofia are the 
only places of importance ^ unlefs Larnic, where 
the European merchants have their faftory, may 
be claffed in the fame rank. Befides thefe, Cy- 
prus contains, feven citadels, which are command- 
ed by the fame number of governors^ 

Cyprus has produced a great many mfen diftin- 
guiflied by their birth, their virtues, and their 
knowledge.. Strabo does not hefitate to fay, that 
in this refpeft it is fuperipr to the greater part of 
the Grecian iflands* ' 

Some authors tell us that the air of this ifland is 
'*.bad and unhealthful. This prejudice prevents ma- 
ny ftrangers from remaining in it long enough to 
make the experiment themfelves- But people 
•M^ho have lived here a year have been convinced 
of the whokfomenefs of the air, and of the error 
of the ancient writers..* 

'Tertian and quartan fevers are, it is true, xery 
common and very obftinate in Cyprus, as well as 
in all the Levant ; but this is not owing to the nia- 
jignity of the air : befides, it is very eafy to avoid 
them. For ten whole months I was affiifted with 
in ague ; and as my experience may be ufeful to 
4>th€r^, I Iball here give a few obfervations on the 
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fabjeft. I was 'very foori' fenfible that 1 myfelF 
;gave occafion for thofe i^plapfes which prolonged it 
fo much. The exceffivg heat of the climate caufcs \ 
an abundant and continual perfpiration. If people \ 
in that fituation are imprudent enough to gxpofe \ 
themfelves to the lesj^ft breath of wind^ the pores I 
l^ecome fhur, and perfpiration is flopped, which I 
infallibly brings on a fever. Another caufe is, the I 
immoderate ufe of ftrong liquors, and certain fruits, / . 
particularly cucumbers and melons. Even the inha- 
bitants of the country feldom efcape this kind qf 
epidemical diforder, efpecially in fummer ; but By 
flight bleeding, and leaving nature to herfelf, they 
are cured without lifing remedies, and without any 
other regimen than that of abftairiing. from fruits. 
This method,! muft confefs, would not be fuffi- 
cient for Europeans ; from them this malady re- 
quires a little more care. It is attended with con- 
fiderable danger, and cannot be prevented but by 
a rigid and ftricJ: regimen, Exercife on'horfeback 
is a remedy, whidh the Turl(i:s and the Greeks erh- 
ploy alfo with fuccefs, at leafl: to guard againfl 
thofe obftruftions which are occafioned by this; 
fpecies of fever. The latter, fometimes harafled . 
and worn out with the inflexible obftinafcy of the 
difeafe, at the moment when the fhivering -fit is* 
about to come on, take a large glafs-full orexcel. 
lent Cyprus wine ; and this -agreeable remedy is 
more efficacious than any other. 

Religions are very much diverfified in this if- 
land : the Turks never carried their tyranny fo 
far as to attempt to render theirs univerfal. I 
wifli.to God. that this moderation had always been 
adopted by fovereigris ; it would have faved abun- 
dance of human blood, and would not have fo 
often placed between the 'members of the fame na- 
tion a greater diftance than is to be found betweerr 

people 
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pcppl? feparated by immenfe f|:as, or inaccc0iblc 
t]ioi]iltain&. The greater part of the inhabitants 
are Greek fchifmaiics. fepfides a multitude of 
ujVrmenians, there are here a, great many Maro- 
nite^i whofe ' religious praftices and ceremonies 
iri? not much different from thpfe of the Roman 
Gatholicks. The Latins are far from being fo nu- 
merous ; and confift only of Europeans and the 
bxother-hpod of St. Francis, known thrPughout 
the Levant under the name of the Fathers of tbe 
Holy Land : a name, by which I fhall always dif- 
tinguiih them in thefe memoirs. 

The Turks here have a mullah, who is in fome 
meafiire the chifcf of the law ; the Greeks ah arch- 
hifhop, and three bifliops ; th^ Armenians a bi- 
ihop ; the Maronites a high jtf ieft ; and tbe Latins 
two re£bdrs, one for the Fren,ch, and the other 
for the Italians. ' Religious toleration in this ifland 
' is extended to all natipns. ^ 

There are very few En^fh here ; and it is 
djipjubtlds for this reafon that they have neither a 
church, a chapel, nor a minifter of their religion; 
Should they happen to multiply, they will proba- 
bly endeavour to procure all thefe' things. — Here, 
as clfewhere, it is known that man is by excellence 
.a religious being ; and that religion is the ftrong- 
eft bond that attaches a people to their fovereigij, 
by exhibiting him as the reprefentative of the 
Deity : the policy of government therefore would 
certainly not fufferthe dangerous example to fub- 
iift, of a people without worfhip, in the bofom of 
an empire, where the importance of religious opi^ 
jdions IS every day experienced. 

Tlxe Greek and Turkilji languages here equally 
prevail, and from, this mij^tur^; there refplts a cor- 
Jruptipn of the tw[o idioms. The Oreck, ho wever^ 
m its wonds, has jprfeferved the purity of the ancii 



C Y P R TJ S. J 

eat dialeft ; but the pronunciation of it has been 
totally changed flnce the arrival of the Venetians 
in the ifland. Commercial people generally fpeak 
the Italian language, and a very few of them the 
French, It is obferved that the Orientals learn the 
Italian much eaficr than the Europeans. 

The Cypriots are, in general, well made : they 
are tall s have a noble and agreeable air ; , and in 
their manner of living they are very fober and tem- 
perate. The vs^omen have nothing beautiful but 
their eyes 5 their features are dcftitute of delicacy : 
yet they have always been held in the higheft eftiv 
matiou for their fcharms j and it is from among 
them that our writers of love-fongs feleft thdr mo- 
dels ; biit if rauft be confeffcd that the European- 
ladies have ho occafion to be proud of the compa^- 
rifon ; for there a^e few of them remarkable for 
their beauty. They are pretty tall, of a very amo- 
rous difpofition, have little tafte for induftry, and 
feem much inclined to indolence and voluptuouf- 
nefs. They, for the mdfl: part, attain to a good 
old age ; and it is not uncommon to fee great- 
grandmothers become tired of widowhood, and 
again enter into the bands ' of Hymen. All the 
Greeks are fond of pleafurc; but the Cypriots^ 
give themfelves up to it with madnefs : and the 
vivacity of| this paffion, inftead of being cooled, 
appears to revive morq and more under the rod of 
defpotifm. 

The people here clothe themfelves in the fame 
manner as the inhabitants of Conftantinople. The 
ladies are diftinguiihed by nothing but their light 
and lofty head-drefe. This is a very ancient fami- 
on, and has hitherto been preferved in the ifland. 
Their drefs, according to the Cyprian tafte, is 
much clofer than that mcd by the Turks, and con- 
fifts of a fmall veft and a petticoat of red cotton 
cloth. Then* robe is of cloth, velvet or fiik : it is 

a long 



\ 



I TRAVELS THROUGH 

a long piece of fluff proceeding from the fliouldet^^ 
which pafTes below the arms, and hangs down tq 
.the ground. It does nQt meet before, and leaver 
that part of the body (entirely uncovered. Their 
ihifts are of filk, and are manufadured in the 
kingdom. They wear breeches, or a kind of 
drawers ; and to half boot$ of yellow leather are 
fixed, towards the ancle, fandals, which ferve 
them for flioes. They have no ftays ; a plain veft 
of cotton marks out their fhape, and preferves the 
pliablenefs of the body. Over the whole is thrown 
a very fine fhift, or light veil, >yith which their 
modefty is not contented, and to which they add 
one made of fome kind of fluff lefs delicate and 
tranfparent. Around their necks they have gold 
chains, and their arms are prnamented with jeweU 
and pearls. Their head-drefs is an affemblage of 
beautiful print,ed muflin handkerchiefs, arranged 
fo as to form fomethiiig like a helmet ; to the ex- 
tremities of which they affix anpthcr handkerchief 
folded into, the fhape of a triangle, and fuffered to 
float over the fhoulders. This kind of helmet 
raifes them a foot and a half, and gives them a 
theatrical and gigantic appearance. Thefe pyra- 
midical head dreffes, fo fafhionable in Cyprus and 
fome parts of Europe, offend both againfl tafte 
and good fenfe. The head, , of itfelf, is the maf- 
ter-piece of nature ; and I would gladly perfuade 
the fair fex that all thefe foreign ornaments deflroy 
its effeft. It occupies the highefl and mofl con- 
fpicuous part in the human figure. Nature has 
omitted nothing that could embellifh the face: 
flie has fpread over it a frefh and delicate comple;?c- 
ion ; and rendered it flill more flriking by the 
beautiful enamel of two rows of teeth, difpofed 
yith the.utmofl art. She has made it the feat of 
. ' fmiles and of modefly. The brilliant fenfe of fee- 
ing animates and enlivens the fcene. On each 
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fide are fufpended the organs of hearing ; and the 
leaft motion in the human body becomes thefource 
of agreeable modulation and. enchanting expref- 
fion. , She has given it attitudes, graces, and mo- 
rons, of which words can convey but an imper- 
feft idea. The hair hangs over it ; and, like a light 
and floating ihade, fets oflF its beauties to admi- 
ration. In fliort, •ftie has imprinted on it the feal 
of perfeftion,; and the head ferves, in fome mea- 
fure, as a cuj)ola to the moft elegant of her 
works. To overload it with fuperfluous orna-' 
ments, is to deftroy its admirable proportion ; and 
to fubftitute, in the place of real beauties, child- 
iih and ridiculous toys. Among the Cyprian la-' 
dies, the greater part of thie hair is concealed un- 
der thefe ornaments ; they, however, divide it on 
the forehead, and extend it over each temple to- 
wards the ears;. Behind, they fuflPer it to fall 
down in natural ringlets ; and thofe who have a 
large quantity of it, form it into eight or ten* 
trefles. They are paflionately fond of perfumes, 
efpecially on the head, which they cover with all 
kinds of flowers. — ^The catholic ladies are very 
coquettifli. They are at great pains todifplay the 
elegance of their drefs ; their eyes feem to invite 
adulation ; and the opinion which they form of 
thofe around them, is decided by their flownefs or 
readinefs to gratify their defire. The Turkifli la- 
dies, on the contrary, modeft and referved, at 
leaft in appearance, are covered from head to 
foot with a robe of white cotton. The Cypriaii 
ladies, in general, never appear in public but con- 
cealed under a veil, which hides the greater part 
of their perfon. 

The kingdom of Cyprus was for a long time 
governed by a bafhaw; but when the ifland began. 
%o lofe its ancient fplendor, its expences became 
ipxceflivej and the people were jfo oppreffed by 
^\ ■ ^ taxes", 
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taxes, that tbey complayi^ of this burthen, and 
begged the Ottoman Porte to give the^, inftead oi' 
^ bafhaw, a muha^^i, or fimple govenrdr* ThU 
requeft wa; cpimpUed with : but the Cyprtots, by 
chaoghatg ^heir mailer, were not freed from op- 
preffion; and being equally haraifed under the 
muhai&l, they again complained, and petitioned 
for a bafliaw. All their fupplications Weire howe- 
ver u{elef$ y and they continue to groan under a 
yoke, whkh they once thought lels fevere and 
burthenfome. 

The revenues of the kingdom arc abandoned to 
the grand vizir ; but as he cannot go thither and 
command in perfon, he farms them out, and letg 
them to the highell, bidder. The purcbaier, fur- 
niihed with a. kaufuerifj or fpecial mandate from 
the grand fignior, confirmed by the minifter, ar- 
rives in his government;, and, like the clouds 
that precede tempefls, and which conceal all thofe 
fcQurges that defolate our plains, the prefence of 
this fubaltera defpot impreffes univerfal terror, 
and preiages every evih 

If intereft, and not merit, be here, as it really 
is, the fure path to preferment, it is alfo the only 
rule which regulates the adions of the great. 
Tb^re.is nothing to check thefe avariciqufi gover- 
nors. They fall upon the people with fury ; and 
their fubtle tyranny invents a thoufand means to 
get pq0effion of their wealth, and to extort from 
them tt^ fruijs of their toil and labour. Every 
day gives birth to a new tax ; and the governor, 
aftf r having fattened on<the fubftance of the peo- 
ple— ^fter having enriched the agents of his cru- 
elty, and become the objeft of public execration 
-^retire9 loaded with gold and maledictions, and 
give^ pkce to a new purchafer ; who, to makq 
the beft of a bad bargain, thinks himfelf entitled 
%Q ea^ttoife every kind of rapacity ando{>preffion. 
' The 
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The cQiifequence is, that this beautiful kingdom is^ 
redi:^ced to the mo& defdorable coi^diiion, an4 
that it is drained of all it9 fpaxi^ Its. foil h bigh^ 
ly favoiired by natwe ; hut, being deprived of its 
valuable productions, it is cox^verted into a de** 
lart ; and, by continual en^igratiwa^ thi^ dtelighN 
ful fpot is now becpr^e a melc^nchiDly fbUtude* 
This, without doubt, is on^ of the fuoft drea4ful 
and ufual effefl:? of defpatifm. Such 9^^ th^ pic* 
tures which ought to be p^efented to fover^igp^ 
je?^lpus of unlimited fway, and whpfe au^ority is 
often buried linder the ruins of ov«rilretche4 
power. In no country whatever are taxes n^or^ 
accumulated. Altogether they an^Qjunt tq abo^^ 
two hundred piafiires fo^ each citizen, whatevef 
may be bis rank or bis fortune* Capitation^ 
throughout the whole Turkifh empke, 15 tw^^y 
piaftres ; but here it amounts to forty, and it was 
only by a fpecial favour t^iat it lyas, reduced to 
twenty-one. In 1764 tbe people; foupd thenjr 
felyes fo much opprelfcd that they ijevqlted : aftd, 
having forced the gates of the governor'* p^lacj?, 
raaflacred the tyrajpit. This z^ttempt wa« attended 
with the moft ratal confequences. As I was aa 
eye-witnefe of them, and one of the principal m^ 
gociatiors in the accommodation brought about 
between the two parties, by means of th^ Italian 
conful, I (hajl fpeak of them in another place. 

The court of the muhaffil is comppfed of the 
camadar, or trealurei; ; the« kiaja, or fecretary ; 
the fciuafceSj or private guards ; and the cioqa^ 
dars, a kind of fubalterns, whof<5 number is tk^t 
fixed : they howjever generally amount to from an 
hundred to an hundred and fifty. They ,CQniift 
of thofe ufplefs beings fo, common in courts, what 
ar.e a, re^J fuperfluity, maintained through puide j 
^nd the fupeiifjuities of] kings unluckily aJwayst de** 
brave the people o£ fome part of their tte<;cflarie8> 
i ' - Th6 
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The -fciaufces, and the ciocadars, have each their 
refpeftivc chiefs, called bafa-fciaulbe, and bafa- 
ciocadar. Befides thefe, there alfo the farafs, 
through whofc hands all the money paffes that is 
dcpofitcd in the cafaa, or treafury. ' Their bufi- 
nefs is to examine whether rt be good, and to 
count it. They arc all Greeks, as well as the 
dragoman of the feraglib, or interpreter of the 
palace, who fhares this office with the firman, or 
commandant of the Porte. 

When new taxes are to be impofed, the gover- 
nor does not addrefs himfelf direSly to the peo- 
pie, but to the dragoman; and the latter to the 
archbilhop, who informs his diocefe, in order to 
regulate the levying of them, and to prevent 
frauds and law-fuits. From all thefe prelimina- 
ries, one might readily imagine that there would, 
at leaft, remain fome refource to the people when 
oppreffed; and that the zeal of the archbifliop 
Would fet bounds to tyranny, and oppofe to infa- 
tiable avarice the remonftrances of patriotifm and 
humanity. But here, as in many other countries, 
the proteftor of the people is only a vain image. 
He never raifes up his voice with courage in fa- 
vour of the oppreffed : political meannefs, and for- 
did intereft,- foon make him the flave of defpo- 
tifm ; and this bafe hireling, by figning the op- 
preffive regifter, authorifes afts of violence, 
which fecure his credit and his fortune. 

Among the extraordinary taxes here, there is 
one which is highly Angular. When the gover- 
nor has occafion for money, every method of pro- 
curing it is equally good. He then impofes a tax 
Upon fome particular name, which he points out; 
and I ftiall never forget that it was the name of 
George which was taxed at the tlmls when I arriv- 
ed in the ifland. It is to be remarked, that the 
prceks only are fubjeded to this kind of impofi* 
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tion. Nothing proves in a more ftriklngjiianner 
the profound contempt \\'hich thefe governors en- 
tertain for their unhappy fubjecls. Not contented 
with putting them up to faie like cattle, and pur- 
chafing the right of tormenting them at their 
eafe, they do not even attempt to colour over 
their violence, and to the moft burthenfome im- 
pofitions add the moft infuking derifion. Can we 
be aftoniflied, therefore, that fo ms^ny outrages 
Jhould fometimes aroufe the vengeance of thefe ir- 
ritated people ? and can we blame them for daring 
to remember that they are men ? 

Gold here is the univerfal agent j and every 
- thing is purchafed by it, even to the blood of the 
citizens. The law, it is true, orders an affafEn to 
]>e piit to death ; but the criminal, by paying a 
few hundred piaftres„ eafily avoids its vengeance. 
The inhabitants of the place where the crime is 
committed, are fubjeflted alfo to a tax, the pro- 
duce of which is carried to the grand figniorV 
treafure. The fine for fnurdering a man between 
thirty and thirty-five years of age, is five hundred 
piaftres. In all other cafes, the time that he 
might have lived, as well as the revenue that his 
premature death may have deprived his fovereign 
of, are calculated ; and the murderer is made to 
^ pay the equivalent, and very often a great deal 
more# - If premeditated affaffination can by mo- 
ney efcape the feverity of the laws, it may be 
readily imagined that this muft be the cafe much 
more in regard to involuntary homKide. 

The tribunals to whicb all crvil and criminM 
cafe§ are referred, are called Mehemes. The 
prefident of tliefe tribunals is, in the capital, a 
mullah ; and in tov^'ns, or large villages, a cadi. 
Trials here are determined in the fpace of a few 
hours. The Turks have no written laws: the 
Koran, which is their facred code, and which is 

called 
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called The Book by extelknce, fuppHes the p!ace 
of them. Every good cadi ought to have feverd 
J)aflages of it about him. Thcle paflrfges are fuit- 
ed to every circumftance ; aiid are contained on 
loftg fctolis, which are wrapped around the head 
in the fornl of a turban. Every one, however, 
interprets them aftiit- his own manner, and altnoft 
always gives them a meaning different from that of 
tihe legiflatot*. Every perfon fummohed before 
thefe tHbuhals for debt, if ht lofefe his fuit, thuft 
pay to the cadi the tenth part of the fum in litiga- 
tion ; but, if he gains it, this burthen falls upon 
the plaintiff. The cadi has a right alfo to the 
tenth part of the effedts of every perfon who diei 
in his dlftrid. The valuation of theiti is made in 
an amicable manner, and wlthbut feverity. 

&efides thefg tribuhals, th^re are Tixteen ta« 
dilichs, in each of which a ckdi fits as prefident. 
Of this kind of magiftracy, the mullah is the fu* 
premc chief. In thde tribtinals, no fentences ar6 
paffed but whatt are fubjeflt to revifion. Itt cafes ' 
of importance, a ftate of Ihe affair is drawil up, 
and delivered td the governor, who tranfmits it to 
the mullah ; fot the govethor cannot difpdfe of 
the life of any citizen, tihtil he has previoufly 
conferred with the mullah, -wbdfe confent is abfo- 
lutely neceffary. 

The military government of the ifland Is in the 
hands of* the stli-bey, gdritt'al of the fpahis, ot 
cavalry, and the aga-Janiffary, or commandant of 
infantry. Their re^e^^ive, captains aVe called 
zaim and ciokagitii. ^here ought to be three 
thdufand fpahif ift. the ifland, and about eight 
thoxifand janiffaries ; but there are fcarcely ever 
todre thzti an hundred of the former, and two 
thdufaiid of the latter. The pay however is al- 
^ay^ the fatil6i and i^ received by the comman- 
ders, 

Whea 



CYPRUS. 15 

^^Then the Turks conquered Cyprus, ttey r^ck'- 
'oned in it, befides women, children, and old peo- 
ple, feventy thoufand men, fubjed to capitation; 
Such was always the number of its inhabitaiits, 
in the fliort moments of its fplendoiir and glory : 
and the grand fignior, at the rate of five piaftres 
per head, drew from it an annual revenue of 
400,000. fiut defpotifm having ovet-run ,thiife 
rich ifland, its fources of abundance dried ' up, 
and its population decrcafed, Thefam^ exadions 
w«re however continued ; and thofe who furvived 
the difailers of their country, and whom indi- 
gence and the force of habit rivettcd to that unfor- 
tunate foil, faw themfelves loaded without mercy* 
The progreffion of the taxes was as immenfe as ra- 
pid ; and at the time when the baihaws quitted the 
ifland, they amounted to forty piaftres for each ci» 
tizen. At prefent there are fcarcely twelve thou* 
fand men fubjeft to capitation ; and though, as I 
have already faid, it is now reduced to twenty-one 
piaftres per head, the revenue ftill amounts to 
250,000 piaftres ; and this fum, added to the ex!- 
traordinary taxes, forms an annual revenue of 
540,000. If it be remarked that, though the 
number of the taxes is fcarcely a fixth part of 
what it was formerly^ the whole of the revenue 
has been increafed a fifths one may then have 
fomc idea of the oppreffion and rapacity which the 
governors^ magiftrat^, clerks, ahd a multitude 
of fubaltern agents, exexcife againft thefe unhappy 
xiktnders. 

The population of Cyprus has fo much decreaf- 
-ed, that the inhabitants fcarcely amount to forty 
thoufand. This calculation is perhasps not Very 
exaft 'y for, to afcertain the truth in this refp^ft, 
is a niatter of great difficulty, both in Cyprus, 
and in all the other countries of the Levant. The 
orientals do not,, like us, keep- any regifter of 

birtTis 
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births and. deaths : no notion, therefore, can be 
formed of their population but from the number 
.of thofe who pay taxes, and who. are not above a 
third part of the whole. To this may be added, 
that the women are much more numerpus than 
the men — an obfervation which I have often 
made, and which was confirmed to me by all the 
people with whom I had any intercourfe in the Le- 
vant. 

From this it would appear as if polygamy, fo 
common among the orientals, had been pointed 
out by nature itfelf : fpr were they obliged, like 
the Europeans, to confine themfelves to one wo* 
man, all the reft would be ufelefs ; and this fu- 
perabundance would be an exception to a very 
true axiom, that nature has made nothing in 
vain. The charafter of thefe people, and the 
ideas which they feem to have formed of love, 
ftill tend to fupport the juftnefs of the above re- 
fledions. That ecftafy and delirium, that union 
of fouls which leads us into a kind of intoxica- 
tion, that deifies, in our eyes, the objed of our 
aflFeftion, identifies us with it, and renders love a 
divine emotion, and an indiflbluble chain— are 
never known here ; all the different Ihades of fen- 
fibility efcape them. They feel nothing of the 
moral influence of love, and are acquainted only 
with its madnefs : it is a want which ihey gratify, 
and not a fentiment that hurries them away. An 
European always embelliflies the objefl: whom he 
loves; he difcovers every day and every. moment, 
new charms and new graces, which he multiplies, 
as one may fay ; and experiences, even in con- 
ft^ncy, all the pleafures of variety. Such is love 
, in temperate regions, where the two powers of 
. which man is formed are in Jbtarmqny ; where the 
phyfical fenfation is fubordinate to the moral fen- 
timent : and this ftrengthens the natural and reli- 
gious 
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gibus obligation of adhering to one wgmstn* But, 
on the contrary, if love be only a pnyfical Want J 
aii animal inftinflt^ fiich a paffion admits no choice ; 
it is not exclufive; and nbthing can fupply to 
liim who expferiences it a fufEcient number of 
pbjefts. Such is love in thofe countries where 
the irreflftible and continual afHon.of afcorchiilg 
atmofphere deftrdys the harmony of the two pow- 
ers ; where tHe violence of the feilfation extin- 
guifties the energy of the fentimeiit ; where mart 
yields to the moft inipetubus of paffions^ and .not 
to the mildeft of aflffeftions : and this gives rife t0 
a plurality of womeil. Polygamy, therefore, will 
be a natural cdnfequfence of thdfe warm tempera- 
tures, jtnd of the conftitution of the orientals ; 
knd a jfuperabundancie of wdman, ihftead of being 
2^n error of Nature, will become a proof of her 
wifdom arid intelligence. Perhaps alfo (for I will 
not warrant the juftnefs of the aibove obfervaitiohs) 
flie has prdduced ^bmen in gteater abundance ia 
fpme fcouiltries, with a view to induce the different 
hations of the earth to coilncft themfelves toge- 
ther by alliances ; arid to forni of the uriiveffe one 
fcouritryi and of thfe fcstttered tribc:^ of man one 
family. ^ 

Thi^ iflaiid wks fot-mferly bii6 bf the tkheft and 
mdfl fertile iil the world. It Abounded with mines 
&f ^gold, filver, copper; irbn, marcafite, rock 
klum, and ev6n eiiietalds ; biit of thefe ancient 
J)rodufl:i6ns hothiiig now reniaihs eXcept the re- 
hiembranfce, and the nairtes of the places "from 
t^rhich they 'ri^ere prdcuted. The ptefent govern- 
ment fettiers curioflty in this refpeS, and forbids 
every kind of refearch. Sbtn6 centuries ago, a 
great quantity of 5il was made here ; but in the 
time of the Venetians a fpirk of fpeculation abo- 
lifhed that ufeful branch, and the cultivation of 
. olives was abandoned for tfiat of cotton* Saffron, 
' Vdt.L . C - rhubarb. 



tf, TRAVELS THR,Ol7GH 

rhubarb, arid 0tiy^ mlvt^Spie ^Bdr^k&hp^^ ar«(. at 
prefect totaU jr, nt^\c&ed. Deeri roebucks^ aQe^ 
lyild b6av$i MUi agreftt m^fnber of th^ moft beau- 
tiful (^^ajitB^» oace eBiIiveaed the f^aina of Cy« 
pfrus ; but th^y. are all new aeftrceye4 : s^d i|^ 
M^^td feem a^ if thef^^ai^mak ha4 refufed t<> em- 
bellifti a country wja^icbr n no linger the ffat of 
liberty. 

The priilQipal prWu^ions of the ifl^nd at prefent. 
qfe» filk^ oottoH) W00I9 mitmeg»» wmes, turp^a- 
tine, kermea, laud^i^um, wb^ajt, barley^, i^lo*^ 
quinttdai fkch^ tar, ^lafs-worti, ^It, St. John'sj 
bi^d^ tiitieber f^r building, umbre, and greei^ 
earth. " AM tikok produ^^fvs form fo m^ny; 
branches of comwaerce which the iila^d carries on 
with Europe, a)id of wjbich I &aU fpeak in aaot 
thet" j^Iace. 

This iflaad formerly' w^ia v^y abi^ida^t ia oi^^ 
and exported oonfiderable quaA^ities of it every/ 
year to. foreign countries ; bujt olives bav^ dj^reaf-^ 
ed fo much foi: fomt timeftaft, that it is nowf(>uii4 
necefiary to ioa^art it,. It abounded alio with ya-i 
jubs, ftoM «he feeds of ^vbicb the inhabiHiiiits ex-; 
traded a kind of oil. The fame thing is (till 4o^ 
in Natolia ; and this oil is one of the moft-lucr-^t 
tiue braiKhes of its trad^ with, t^e coafl; of Syria. 
k is, abovti all^ e^ce^ingly u^&d in thefe y^%r^ 
when oUvos are fcarce* Qil of -gl^fe-wort wa^ affQ 
a great refourccy wfeen.that of olives, or the. feeds 
of the jt»}t)b, couW. not fijpply enough for thfl 
numieitms inhabitants, of die iflan4 Tbey wer^ , 
foxnetimea even obliged, to have, r^ourfe to the 
fruit oif another 4>l?tiit<ft}ledciirtu'nia. Tbifc plant 
fcarxirely appears ^above/the.^pou|i4 ^^hen its iv^ 
begins to/be fortn^ds itratt^ms toils fullfgr^wihii^ 
the fpaosof 11 ft^, tn^Qilii$,*and rUe^ to the- h^^ 
of a man. Ita Iftawes, ftre. i»i|e^jti$d j ii^ ftefti^ 
whicli. is ai^QUt'^alfeot in orie^ffiliBiN^iS);^ f^m^ip§ 

always 
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always gteen ; rt nevei* hardens, and contains 
abundance of pith : the fruit is 9^ th^ (ize of a 
bean, and (haped like a cheftnut itt the huik. It 
contains a kernel, which yields an oil that may be 
jsipplied to various purpdfes, but it cannot be ufed 
for the table. 

The foil here pr6dtices pulfe, and all kinds of 
wild herbs, a kilowledge of which would be a va- 
luable acquifition to botany ; but there are few 
trees, and confequently few fruits. Nature how- 
fever, to make up for this lofs, has been exceed^ 
ingly lavifll iti flowers ; and the moft beautiful and 
delicate plants of Italy, France, and Holland, 
may be eafily naturalized. Hyacinths, anemones, 
renunculufes, and narciffufes, bdth fingle and 
double, which require fo much care in Europe, 
thrive even upon the nlountains, without cultiva- 
tion ; and render the beautiful plains of this if- 
land like an immenfe parterre. There would be 
even ftill more of them, did hot the Cypriots rob 
the valleys in order to ornament their gai'dens. 
They fend great numbers of them alfo to France 
iinrd Holland, where they fucceed extremely well. 
Oranges of an exquifitetafte, and delicious flavour, 
are very common here. Nothing can be more 
agteeable than to walk near the fpms where they 
grow, at fun-rifmg or fun.Jfettirig, when the odo-, 
riferous particles, put in i^tipri by the^;htp^ of 
the fun, .or condenfedby th«Mjpltie.fs ofth^ evjp- 
. ing, convey to the organs oOfcpell a mixture, irff 
every perfume: it is then ^^tife the enchanting 
dreams of fabulous antiqnlty:3^e realized ; and 
that this illand feems. (till {9 btfthe abode of pleA- 
fufe, and the birth-place oMove. 

Among the wild flowers there is one called me- 
liflfa, or the bee-flower, which indeed has the fliape 
of that indufbrious aniraai. It has generally one 
ftem, but fometimes two, each off which beat^ five 
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or fix flowers ; its root may be' ranked among the 
clafs of bulbous plants, and refembles the tefticles 
of a dog. The juice of tliis root is an excellent 
fpecific for healing wounds. 

The Cypriots cultivate a plant which they call 
chenna : when at its full groiVth, it is as tall and 
big as the pomegranate tree, to which it has a 
great refemblance in its trunk and branches; its 
leaves are like thofe of the myrtle, and its flowers 
like a bunch of grapes in bloflbm. They are fuc- 
ceeded by a fruit of the fize of a large coriander- 
feed ; an oil is exirafted from it, which has all the 
properties of balm ; it exhales a fetid fmell, ih- 
fupportable to the Europeans, but which neyer- 
thelefs pleafes the orientals. The leaves of this 
plant, either dried or green, boiled in water, com- 
municate a beautiful orange colour to cloth or 
ftuflf. The Cypriots ufed it for dying their hair, 
which, when once inipregnated vath this colour, 
retains it for a long time after. The Turkifli, and 
a few of the Greek women, rub their nails and 
the palms of their hands with it, from an idea that 
it will render their fl^in whiter, and give a higher 
bloom to the carnation of their cheeks'. In every 
country of the world one part oF the women have 
endeavoured to add to the graces of Nature, and 
the other to repair her faults : all the fecrets, 
therefore, and cofmetics, invented by quackery, 
have been often put to the proof; but they have 
©ever yet been able to cure, in this refpeft, the 
infurmountable credulity of the fex. 

The Venetiaris, when mafl:ers of this ifland, 
ufed to paint their horfes ; but this cuftom is pre- 
ferved only in regard to white greyhounds and 
flieep. 

' For want of hands", great part of this ifland fl:ill 

remains uncultivated, and produces nothing but 

thynie, and other odoriferous^ herbs, which per- 

^ ' , . ^ fume 
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fume th« furrounding atmofphere. The luxuri- 
ance pf nature, however, left to herfelf, fuffici- 
ently fliews what happy effefts agriculture would 
have on. thefe fertile defarts. 

In the fide of a mountain near Paphos, there is 
a cavern which produces the moft beautiful rock 
cryftal. On account of its brilliancy it has beea 
called the Paphiian diamond : it is cut and polifli- 
ed in the fame manner as other precious ftones. 
People are forbid, under the fevereft punifliment, 
to carry away the fmalleft bit of it ; and the moun- 
tain is furrounded with guards ; but their fidelity 
is not proof againft the moft ttifling prefent. 

The like prohibition has been made refpeding 
the ftone amianthus, or albeftos, of which there 
is a qviarry' near the village of Paleandros. In- 
cpmbuftible cloth, it is faid, has been made of it ; 
and fire, inftead of changing, increafes its white- 
nefs. This fad, founded on the relation of Pliny 
and Diofcorides, is, in the opinion of the moderns, 
one of thofe errors fo common in the philofophy 
of the ancients. The Greeks at prefent call this 
ftone cariftia, and fome others the cotton ftone. 

There are found ^ere alfo redjafper, agates, and 
three different kinds of ftone. The hills neareft 
to Larnic'confift wholly of talc, which ferves for 
the compofition of that plafter ufed in all the 
houfes of the country. 

No wild animals are feen here but foxes and 
hares : the odoriferous herbs on which the latter 
feed, give their flelh an excellent tafte, and a moft 
agreeable flavour. Hunting is the principal divert 
fion of the Europeans ; and they maintain,- at a 
very great expence, horfes and packs of hounds, 
No feafon can check their aftivity : troops of 
hunters repair to the fields by the break of day, 
and purfue without remiffion their fugitive inha* 
bitants. 

The 
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The mot commtn of ^e(.wix^g^ tribe s^reraiiii 
mrtridgtBl ihipeft, 4uai|$» and mxj^ib/^^. Of v^a- 
tep fowl th^e is gr^^t aband^xKe. j^^Us and part 
ti;idges coft about two^peiice.b^Upeniiy ^ipitc^i 
ihipes are fopiewhat Nearer,, as tbn Cypriots ac- 
count thefn a delicacy. All oth^ birds ar-e fa 
cheap) that they are rather given aw^y than fold. 
The becaficos and prtolans are remarkably fat ; 
and fo oumerou^» that the peafants think they 
make a good market when they caA difpofe of 
4bem at the rate of a penny fof a iHH^chy x>r ado^ 
^n. They are caught in greateft abundance near 
the village of St. Nappa : part of them they, carry 
to the city ; but th^y generally wring off- their 
heads and claws, parboil them, and then put then^ 
into vinegar, with fome ingredients proper for pre- 
ferving them. In this mani)^ they keep them a 
whole year, and i^ll thesn at the fame price as the- 
teft. The grand vent for f hefe birds is amoiig the 
Europeans of Larnic^ who fend thein to England, 
France,^ HoUandt 9Xkd fometiines to vftrjous partf 
of the Ot?tt>m2kp empire. It is true that they con, 
"veynone to Turkey, e:icept to th^ir correfpon- 
dents, for the private ufe of their faoailies ; but 
there are expprted every year from the ifland fouf 
hundred barrels, fome of which contain two, and 
others four hundred of thefe birds. The moft 
common method of cqoking theoa in Cyprus is, t^ 
iplit them in the middle, and to p«t them on the 
gridiron, with a flice of bread, and a little parfley ; 
tvhen broiled in this manner they form a moft de- 
licious meal. 

In the months of July and Auguft the fields ar^ 
covered with flocks of vultures j but it appears 
that this is only a refting place £or them in thei^i 
pafiage to fome other country. AU other birds, 
^c bccafico not evfen excepted, lay iheir ^ggs here, 

tho^h 
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thottgh it is'pretfehded Mt ko f^l!^ ^{ llhe kttet 
. have evigr yet been fe^h fti thfe ^inA : bia(l this h 
no ihare trife in Gyprtlis tHaii in a tllbtirand cither 
places, wh6*e.die foine thihg liacs bfeeh affert'ed 
'with as Iktlefotindation. 

Aitiottg thfe venomous ^kttSils tlfer*, there is s 
kind of fefj)i^fit, the GtfefekMBfi* tff iJirhfeh figttl- 
fies the detfffn^ke e Its Wte h mbf tal ; life bc(iy is 
tibo(ft two feet in length, ihd -an inch in diaiTie- 
tet ; fes coteirr i« Matek ^ftd fellow, ftiid it litfs 
iwofnfiall'hdtris dn its lifeaa. The ©t^fcs have 
iiamed k Very inlprbperly, for it h by ho hieatts 
deaf. It gehera% fi^qucfht« edrn-fkWs; iiid 
the reapers, bcfidis wearing bttikios, fix fmall 
bells to. their fcythes, ih br^er to frighten it ^y^kf. 
This {)l^cautioh W6uld indeed be "altogethter iiCelefs 
ba^ hattire deprireH it of the bi^iahs of Ifeajfii^g. 
At the viilagie of Treihitm thifre is, k is fejdj ^ 
Greek family, Ih whom the virtue of ca^ihg the 
bite of this ferpferit is hereditary. I faW two peo- ' 
pie wounded apply to a relation of this family, « 
who cured theth merely by touching fhfen. Alji 
Ihofe who defpifed this remedy bcc^ime viftiths t^ 
their incredulity, and died fome timfe iiftSr, ft h 
very ti-ue that all the virtue coftfifts in '^ fecHt 
known only to tbefc peopte ; fbrj itt totichfeg tble 
wound, they dextet*oufly ^pply ^ certain i^bwd'^f, 
which caufes a moft acute .^iin, bmt it v^Aiflies in 
a moment. The tarantula of Cyprus is a kind of 
fpider j of a brbwn colour ihdinihg to black, aiid 
coveted ^kh lorig hair : its bite is npt mcrtdl'j 
but ft rs, neverfhclefs, dangerotns 5 ahd pfeen dc- 
pafiohs excruciating pain, accompanied with a 
fev^r. 

Thatof the galley is^, hbwever, incwable. This 
is a thin flat animal^ abouta fo9t and a half long ; 
f^ a yfeiloW colodrj athd fUriiifeed -vrfth a niulti. 

' . ttide 
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tude of legs, which it moves uniformly^ like the 
oars of a ga^e]r : hence, it has acquired its name. '" 

There is here alfo a blac)& ferpent, about a yarcl, 
or a yard and a half long } but it is not venemous : 
people take it in their hands < without danger ^ 
and, having dripped off its fldn, broil the fleih^ 
which is faid to be extremely well taj|;ed. ' 

The horfes ot Cyprus are .not projper for the 
courfe^ but at Paphps there are fome highly ef- 
teemed for their pace called ciapcun^ a kind of ac-. 
celerated trot, which they will continue the fpace 
of fix whole hours, over hills and plains, without 
fatiguing the traveller. The affes have the fame 
pace, as well as the mules, which are reckoned 
the beft in the whole Leyiant. 

The oxen here are leah, and of a fmall fize. 
The Greeks never eat beef; for they hold it as a 
.maxim^ that the animal which tijls the ground, 
which is the fervant of npian, antf the companion 
of his noble labours, ought noj: to be ufed for 
food. '^ . • ' 

The mutton is juicy apd tender : the tails of 
fome of the (heep, which are remarkably fine, 
weigh upiVards of fifty pounds ; and there are 
inany pf thefe animals that have three', and even 
five horns. ' To fatten them, recourfe is never had 
tb caftration ; this operation is generally perform- 
ed on kids, which fuppiy prbvifions for the fiira- 
mer. Nothing can be more beautiful than the 
flocks of goats feen here. The great cjeanlinefs 
of this anmial, the variety of its colours, and its 
fpotted Ikin, afford a fpeftacle truly ihterefting. 
When fulj)ended from a rock, or traverfing the 
plains, its agility and wantbn ganibols form^ an 
agreeable contrail with ^he dignity ^f other ani- 
mals. '• ' . ' 
^ The greyfiounds are excellent for the chafe, and 
the lightning is fcarcely more rapid than their 
• % ..'.<-•' , ■" * . * flight; 
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flight : no.fooner have they darted forwards than 
ihey ^re feen on their prey ; and, qn this account, 
jthofe who with to enjoy long fport, take carp to 
jchoofe the heavieft. Greyhounds of a good breed 
^aye the ears and the t^il white, and exceedingly 
foft ; long, nervous, ai^d robuft thighs j and the 
reft of ^heir body fed* 

What difference, comparatively fpeaking, there 
is between the knowledge of modern and ancient 
jGreece! We no longer find that land favoured by 
^lature; and fertilised, as one may fay, by the 
dews of geniu?. We 'no more behold that en- 
chanting cjim^te, whiqh, under a pure and ferenc 
jky, gay^ birth to children whofe cradles were - 
rurroun4ed by thcj fine arts — where thofe eloquent 
voices were heard, whofe povi^erful charms infpir- , 
ed every hearjt with the fire pf patriotifpi, stnd 
yhe. enthufiafm of liberty ^ and where the peopl^ 
even, endowed with that e;xquifite feeling, and 
that delicacy of tafte apd' fentiment, which can 
relifli reaj beaufies, were at once the judges and 
the protefliors of genius^— Ignorance, at prefent, 
js completely triuipphant. Being a ftupid adorer 
pf gold, the Mahometan difdains thofe noble and 
jhpneft means of procuring it whi<;h the cultivation 
of the arts offers him, and is acquainted vv^ith no 
other than tyranny and oppreflion. Of the truth 
of this obfcrvation the kingdom of Cyprus, all 
^yria, thie gteater part of Afia, and Turkey in 
Europe, are melancholy proofs. No. arts are cul- 
tivated there but fuch as are abfolutely neceff^ry ; 
or fuch as are incompatible w^ith calm reflefition, 
and delicacy of fentimen^ The wants of the in- 
habitants fupport, alfo, a few manufadories ; the 
' produce of which is, ho\yever, fcarcely fufEcient 
for their confumption. Every thing here has 
been fubjefted to the yoke or defpotifm ; every 
beauty h^ disappeared j and a profound darkne^ 
» - , '■" . , - ' ' . broods 
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Max aa ati<»tem tetnfJe U tHijl^k!, ^\^«li !^ ^ts Y^ 
in&^ Ae&ntnA ^ the ans ftill i^ibad^ ^hrefyt'dt 
tte ibai 9d»ch is iitiiitmi&td wi^ thtt ftfliete of ib 
ikiany^great ini»i| hfe tx^ei^ifes his rtcolted:idh tb 
ionour tbttii; tflemofy ; ^4, itt a Ihori ttiG^m^iU df 
illufion, thinks he ftill heara thtttt ift their fcWter^ 
tottbs. If this ts nd bti^ftf the c<^amry of fcj- 
cncB, it is thw of remetobrance. OA thfe fight bf 
%ah aged and vchmbte tfe^, boW ^t^n^haVe 1 faM 
tb Vnyfttf, " H^re Jjei^i^ps, iti !he cewfe 6f hU 
perdgfiin^oftS) ^ <ii\$i^ H6me1r (kdieJ -nature, 
«id cbinpfed his ftiblime hyxims ; 6r h^fe t^e 
^ Jiinndy Sodrate^ difi^t^rTing 6n \itt^t and the na* 
tore Ktf ttoe Dcd^^ ir^Mnie, il^ the^ e^s of &\ok 
'wboiamd hikHj the Ih^ b<sa«KiluI ef tbonals/' 
The iR^ildcft fpBd, tdnfecrated by this idea, was 
ttoomrted into i^ tfimi^le ; aifKi tb^ huo^bfoft ibdU' 
wlual Qiai^ed) for a irifotnerir, the genitis of that 
^od '^aAfom las sm^gitiaticm {>la<!ei in it». One c^ 
taftkf |iercdrvte ifU i£e tn^dern Gr^iiiks the defcend- 
tosCi of-thefefreat ihcn. A tertahft eleratibh of 
|dea« (hews iH*at they have b^eti j, but that 
Are^dHefa by which tii^y wtrt diftinguiflied, i^, 
at prefeitt^^ ©iiJv a tafefit for twifchief. They are 
icqoaintfed wrfi every rfick that thedeepeft cuia- 
wig, and ifhe iftdft ingenious de(*epti6h, can fiig^ - 
^Qi \ jBird the nttt tsrbich th^y throw ai^ound you Is 
•wonw urith fo mtfch art, that it efcapes t-he notice 
«rf the moft vigilant eye. Few of them eultivale 
Kter^ttio^, ^hieh is kfto^n 6nly among a ffHall 
(fmmbttr irf the monks ; and tfee uimoft e^t df 
their gisnkis often is,. t4> read the Greek tvithout 
tinderftawdiiig it. 

&Qdi is the gejfiet^l view df the kingddm of 
Cyprus : I (hall VMt proceed to give a ta&iQ imtr 
tbtdar 8kX0um of it. . 
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OF TUB tORT ANP TQ^J^ OF SAXmj63. 

i HE port of SaJines, in rfie fouthefn part c$ 
the iflsmd, is one of the moft fiourifhingin the* 
kingdom ; thU is owi^g &o diouht tio its happy 
fituation ; and th^ proximity of Larnic^ the cea- 
tre of the commerce of Cyprus. This place for- 
merly was reforted to by people from all coun- 
tries ; and the Cypriots ftiU regret thofc days of 
jplendour, when amidftfo many. nations^ cufloms^ 
^nd di&rent lan^u^ges^ each ctf them coulcl, like 
the ancient philpfopber, call faimfelf a citieen of 
the wprld, Siace that period thiogjf are greatly 
changed* Wb^n I beheld (his^ harbour^ M |)re- 
fent deferted, a»d called to rcmenjbrance its imci- 
«nt celebrity^ 1 imagined that I faw the dry bed 
pf a iafge river i and that multitude of foreign 
names infcribed and <:onfounded on the neign- 
bouring ilppes, were like thofe numerical iigns> 
which, long after the annihilation pf its waters* 
are dill an evidence of its fprmer abundance* , 

The town of Salines, which (lands onjJie bor- 
ders pf the fea, extends mi^h iarCiher in lei^tgtii 
than in breadth. The cit^d^l, built by the Turks 
in 1625, is furnifhed with 9 great man^y pieces of 
artillery, wlucb have on them the arms 01 the re- 
public of Venice. This fortrefs, full of fifliires^ 
^4 embrowned wkb afe towards the iea> is fall- 

injj 
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ing fad in#^ decay : while its ancient walls are al- 
mpft hid by a multitude of plants, the offspring 
lof time, the tender and delicate (hades of which 
form a charming contrail with the dark and gloo- 
my colour of ifi ruins. I often obferved old Cy- 
pnots fitting, in a melancholy attitude, on its re- 
mains, with their eyes turned towards the fea> 
and feeming as if they requefted it to convey back 
thofe vcffels by wHich their city was fqrmerly eij- 
livened. Notwithftanding the miferable fituation 
of this citadel, it has a fmall garrifon, and a di/- 
doer or governor. It ^ of a fqjjare form, and 
without any baftibns. The only ufe made^of its 
lofty towers and battlements, from which were 
once hurled the thunderbolts of war, is to falute 
the fhips of foreign powers that come to water in 
the roads. 

'At a fmall diflance from the citadel is a vaft in- 
clofure, like the cloifters of a religious edifice 
with its different cells. Here all thofe ftrangers 
who have no particular place of lodging are re- 
ceived ; and each is entertained according to his 
tafte, and at a very moderate expence. 

A little farther is the bazar, where provifions, 
cloth, fluffs, and other neceffaries are fold. This 
market is the beft frequented in the ifland. All 
the veffels of the Syrian coaft come hither to pro- 
cure provifions, which are exceedingly chcsip. 
The Ihops around it abound with all kinds of Eu- 
ropean merchandize. 

Nes^r the bazar ftands the cuftpm-houfe, which 
is under the management of an aga, or Turkifli 
lord. He is ftyled here the commiffioner of the 
cuftoms ; but he is only a fubftitiite to the grand 
commiffioner of the kingdom, who refides at Ni- 
cofia. The greater part of the merchants have 
their warehoufes in this town; the commodities 
mofl common are cotton and woollen fluffs. 
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On the land fide, the Greeks have an ancient 
church dedicated to. St. Lazarus, who, they fay, 
was bifliop of Cyprus. It belonged formerly to 
the Latins ; but it was taken from them by order 
of the grand fignior. The fathers of the holy 
land go thither, however, twice a year, to per- 
form divine fervice, in remembrance of their an- 
cient poffeflion. Though the jealoufy of the 
Greeks has deftroyed every other monument, I 
Hill remarked the tomb. of the faint. It is cut 
out in'the rock ; and it is pretended that the body 
was tranfported thence to Venice. This tranfla- 
tion has not diminiflied the devotion of thefe peo- 
^ple: every hour of the day they may be feen 
proftrated before the tomb of their faint, whom 
they no dotibt beg to moderate the avarice of 
their tyrant ; to fecure their fniall patrimony, and 
that of their children, from the rapacity of the 
great ; and to infpire with humanity that multi- 
tude of avaricious and fanguinary men. Confi- 
dered under this point of view, the piety of thefe 
unfortunate people is refpeftable, even in its illu- 
fions. It is very natural for men perfecuted, 
friendlefs, and deprived of every earthly fupport 
to foar, for a moment, beyond the fcene of their 
fufFcrings, and to feek; for confolation and protec 
tion in heaven. On this account, the Turkifh 
government never attempts to interrupt them j for 
it is fenfible that they would be lefs patient under 
their fufFerings, did not religion, and the hopes 
of a happier ftate hereafter, drop the balm of 
comfort on their bleeding wounds. 

In every Greek church there is a particular feat 
for the biihop. That of St. Lazarus is, without 
doubt, the moft int^refting. The workmanfliip 
of it fo exquifite, that it excites the admiration of 
traArefliers. But the Greeks have now loft every 
idea of the beautiful, and of models of tafte: 

thefe 
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thefe people, fbrmerfy fb ingenious, view msifter^ 
pieces of ait with a aifdainhil ignonmce. I fhalt 
take this opportunity of obfervin?, that tbeir re- 
Bgion forbids them to worfhip mitxiesy and for 
this rcafon there are none feen in their chtifphcs. 

The Greeks baptize by immerfion, but not till 
the eighth day after the birth. £very petfon of 
the Latin church who joins their eommunion^ 
moft be rebaptized : the cafe is the fame \xrhen a 
'Greek becomes a catholic, and wi(hes to enter in- 
to, thebofom of the church. 

At fome diftance from St. Lazarus is the pro- 
teftant burying ground j which, without doubt, 
ts^ the moft agreeable place in the neighbourhoods 
A ccttainr kind of inftind, attended with a me* 
hncholy pleafure^ carried me thither feveral times 
a day, and often eren during the cahn and filens 
fttmrs of the night. But this will furprife only 
Etiropeans who have never been beyond the 
boundaries- of their own: country : for every tra- 
yetter knows what care i& employed here to embel- 
Mi thefe laft afylums of mankind. Being fituat^ 
ed in foots perfedly open, the extent of the 
pfeint, the height of -the trees, the ruftling of 
the leaves, tfie neighbourhood of the fea^ or of 
fome river, the imtd and' undulating retfedion of 
the moon, and, in a word, every furrounding; 
fcene of nature, all tend to render^rief fubKme^ 
tnelanchohyequrfly profound and^aflteding ; while 
the (fiverfityof the tombs, and the pomp or fim- 
piicity of the infcriptrora, become the fource of 
ufeful refledions, or of the moft exalted fenfa- 
tionsr. It is to be remarked, that the eaftern na- 
tians have affixed the greateft refpefl: to the tombs^ 
«f ' their anceftors : time, which generally deftifoy^ 
^Wry othi^r paffion, feems to give to this m new 
enjergy. Tbmbs are the bafis of their religion ; 
and xbeir' writittgsr a^nd wit3:x funeral images. 
. Thefe 
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Tb<e fuburbs.pf ^very tpw&, aii4 all.tt^ hillft^ and. 

mountains, ai-e Qmai|ie»t^ wi^ ?b»in» Afo«idk' 

i^ds for tornbs is^ equally pf evajent airoiig all fib 

vage people : th« a&esi q| t^^if £|tb(^rs afQ ibe: 

(IroAgeft tii^ th2K.2^t|t9^he». tbjem B9. tHdu: couatry ; 

and t|i^ tfiiefl; a»d, moft fltU^ngr e:K(Wiple$. of af» 

f^Qii ara^tp b^ £piu^d m^j^g tk^^* A hufbantdU 

ipAg after t\\9 lofs ^f hyi^ CQ^jjaf^ifea, PdgfulsMrly 

bedew* her-tpmb with hisi^*; a-m^tfeer gOf«) 

a^. Iheds 4rQpSi pf n»lki becomes ufelrf^^ oyepf: 

thegr:aye of a.bcJoyed.cHUd; 2|nd thm ^loquj^iit; 

ai>4 repeated 6gn.of^iTOt«'iaal.grifcf:i8 i|i¥ioJ^«diyf 

mudi,more es^rei^yertbiali t)i«t ^pbAmeron. iMi^«-* 

tatioiSks 'of wr f^^eU^g Eu)Wpe.^^aft♦ Ii^ th<rfl^: di-^ 

111$^^,. compiQnly (feftfeguifee^ l^* tife qiithee^ c^ 

barbarous, every tb^g•bf6atbal&*thi$.r^i|^qs.«lu»^ 

lancholy- Why is tlj^i^ 9$H the <»ferai»»ng th^ ci- 

viU^^d,ne0€»8 oi RwiMpe ? Wh^iktbe'Cfuft tba* 

people are fo ready to forget tbofe XvfaOT d^iwl^ 

whom tliey* Gberiihed^! inoft Wbeii. aHve:? L^. us 

boldly fny, that iftRuTOpp^ virtue ^isH^b^*foutid/iji; 

book^, ai^d not in. tfoe hmn* Ae/v^rnmsMSi, t^r 

sender people- Kappy^ foU^w. oniy the inB:!^inw o£ 

a fatfe aia4 childilh poMcy^ awl 4©|)jfe; the gr^tA 

rofbufces of riat^e. ^ere chiUdken^gr^iw up; anA 

are nquriifewJ u^^ex the ftade <*• thciri pat^ttirfr 

hafritatic^.: l» Ew^opp th^ar:^ bafmflwftfrom it^ 

<v-en a): their biFth.; feWow^entwit till tb^y* hlftvq 

^ attaiued^tO' maohqod.; and leave their, heavf^ in 

thofeever cbftrwQg fppts>:whicb.b^l*U; ti^ pii^ 

p;efe, and ataqng- thcfe: Q\i}^^% t^Jiicbr. retimyG^ I 

their firft fmilasi^ and^di/Fia^d d>€k:qi«Ueft ftep^ / 

Educatiqii herd i^: mijid^ .aini»blfif. and/opg^ng : j 

m R)>rop^ ediWj^tioiv, gIgpnsLy aadvievene^ ore* 

afesdaiiguor. wd difguft;, aad4:iaiita^Ab'fQ«&/4^ 

bajtriod ;ia tender and innocent bi>fofiift« Here ^\m 

%n\imfii of fatherly oare ht to leawt ^mv ar 

death. 
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death, talents and virtues; and children educated 
amidflthe bed examples, who fee in ^heir parent* 
much l€fs of the man than of the Deity, are de- 
iirous td eternise their exiften^e. The pride of 
European famifies is to difplay before their eyes 
the fplendotrr of luxury, and immeftfe riches j' 
vrith which the death of a father will iftVeft them j 
and it is no uncommon thing to find more tharf 
one longing fot that hsTppy mdhient. Thefe, ncJ 
doubt, are the fburces of our infenfibilitly : lei 
Us therefore abolifti thofe dftfti'uQive abuf(?s ; and 
let governments, become wife, and friendly to the 
interefts of mankind, cauf^ the virtues. to fldiiriflif 
the rights of nature wilt theii revive whh them i 
and the Europeans, like the.people of the Eaft^* 
Idng after the death of therr andeftors, will wife 
to be furrounded by their afhcs.' 

In this town the Turks have ^ paltry ihofque,; 
built in the modern ftyle. A public bath has been' 
ered:ed clofe to it. 

The water here is .excellent : it corhes from a* 
fpring^near the village of Arpera; and, dividing 
itfelf above Larnic, forms various ft reams, fome 
of which fupply the town. For the conveyance of 
them, the laft bafliaw caufed aquedufts to be con- 
ftrufted, which are fupported by ftone arches,^ 
well built, atid in excellent prefervatioh. To thiy 
wife magiftrate the inhabitants are under the 
higheft obligations. Befides the money neceffary 
for erecting thefe works, he fecured the re-efta- 
blifliment and reparation of them, by leaving a 
certain fum, which public utility will no doubt al- 
ways confine to its original deftination. 

The government of the town of Salines belongs 
to the commiflary of Larnic, whofe fundtions are 
difcharged by the aga of the Cuftoms. There is^ 
alio a fchiel-agafi, or intendant of the report/ 
whofe bufineis is to watch the coafls^ and prevent 

' frauda-' 
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^tt^ in tiie ^export ^or importation x>{ merohan- 
ilize. 

As trading veiels and (hips of .war, from all 
' countries, water in this harbour, it may not be 
impropjer to mention the formalities .that are ufed 
at their arrival^ during their fi:ay, anH on their 
departure ; efpecially as thefe ^e eflfential cere* 
^tnonies, ^ ignorance x>f which . often occafions 
qyarrels among the comi^ander^ of merchant-^meny 
and Ipmetimes even among the confuls. 

Every (hip -of war belonging to aChriftian pow- 
€r, when about to^op anchor, receives a (alute 
from the Europeaiive(rels, which (he returns ac- 
cording to the etiquette x)f the navy. When (he 
^has cometo anchor, (he waits ibr &at of the cita« 
del ; which (he cannot obtain without an ^xprefs 
•^ordw from the governor of Nicofxa, to whom a 
mefienger is immediately -dilpatcheil: but ^he has 
tpQwer to refufe.or to grant it, according to his 
<mn pleafure. dt often happens that, when a coh« 
ful expe£ls the arrival of a (hip of war belongii\g 
to his'fover^gn, he takes care to procure an order 
l)efor€hand; and the veflTel, as foon as (he enters 
tbeiharbpur,^ is.faluted by the<:itadel with a certain 
number of guns, which (he returns. The captains 
of the famtc nation then go and pay their refpeds 
to their country -man ; the conful's dragoman in- 
forms all thcf reft ; theflandard of their dignity ii 
• hmfted ; and the confyl, with his fuite, waits up- 
on- the commsiinder, and congratulates him on his 
liappy voyage. 

If the captain is ijivefted with any title or mark 
of dignity, lallthe confuls^o on board a barge def- 
« tined for that purpofe, and hoift their cotours at 
the prpw. This di^in^lion is unknown in the 
jDorts of Chriftian nations ; but it has been intro- 
auc^d here, in otdcx to render - the confuiar dig- 
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nity more ftriking and refpedable in the eyes of 
the Turks. The conful and his attendants. are re- 
ceived on board the veiTei under a difcharge of ar- 
tillery ; and the conful orders his cannon to be 
fired, in the like manner, as foon as he returns on . 
fliore. If the captain wiihes to land, and proceed 
to the town, the conful and all the foreign officers 
go on board, and attend him to the place where 
he is to lodge, which is generally the conful's pa- 

^ lace. During his pafTage he is faluted by his own 
vefTel, and all the other European (hips. Foreign 
veflels are contented with hoMling their colours. 
*— This ceremony is perfornR only once. 
^ A merchant veffel cannot depart without per* 
miflion from the captain of a fliip of war, if there 
be one in the harbour. 

The fame ceremonies, almoft, take place on the 
arrival of a Turkilh veffel : the only difference is, 
that the confuls, infteadofgoingin perfon to pay 
their compliments to the captain, fend their dra- 
goman, or interpreter, accompanied by a janiffary. 
This is likewife the cafe with regard to the captain 
of an European fhip, whoanfwers the falute, gun 
for gun, and is complimented only by a plaiA 
officer* 

If there be a Turfcifh fhip of ^ar in the harbour, 
no veflfel can leav^ it without the captain^s confent. 
Thpfe who afk permiffion to depart, muft fupport 
their requeft by a few fequins : this is the only 

: method of humanizing a Turk, and of obtaining 
from him what one wiflics. Even European cap- 
tdns' cannot avoid this impofition, except when 
under the protedtion of a fhip of war belong- 
ing to their own nation : in that cafe it is only 
neceffary to acquaint the captain that they intend 
to fail. 
The departure is as filent as the arrival is noify* 

The ceremonial between European captains is re- 

> gulated 
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gulated by rank ; but I obfetved that the French 
ind Englifli, out of complhnent, yielded up their 
right to each other in this refpeft; 
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bF tHE ANCIENT CITY OF CITlUMj AT PRE^ 
SENT IN RUINS. 

vJN departing ffoin Saline^, I proceeded tdwards 
Larnic, which is fituatedtothe.weft. Oiimyway 
thither I obferved an immenfe pile of ruins, the 
origin of which, from a curiofity very natural in 
the like circumftances, 1 waS defiroils of kiiowing. 
As we iearh from Strabo atid Ptolemy, that be- 
tween Amathonte, at prefent the aneielit Limaflbl, 
arid the promontory of Dades, called Cavo-Pila, 
the city of . Citiuih was formerly fittiated, Icon- 
eluded that thefe wei-e its ruins. It is therefore 
aftonifhing thsit Stephen de Lufignan, forgetting , 
thefe ruins, fhould place Citium in a neighbour- 
ing village named Citti. I faw nothing there that 
had the leaft appearance of the ruins of a city : he 
has probably been deceived by thd name, which 
is not derived from Citium, ^ut from the pro* 
montory callod at pfcfent CavoXitti. Thefe ruins 
then are, in my opinion, as I have already obferv- 

D 3 ed^ 
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tiy thoie of the city Of Chinm ; . sftid I am the more 
inclined to tins idea, ^ it comcides with ^e ac- 
counts of the ancient f eographerB. 

Having fallen by chance upofi a defcriptioii of 
Cyprus by Afcagne-Savornien, a Venetian gen- 
tleman, whofe manufcript is in the excellent li- 
brary of Dominico Manni, I found the following 
obfervations, nndcr the article of Salines : " There 
** was formerly a city called Citium, the iituation 
** and vcftiges of which may be ftill eafily difcetii- 
** ed. jfo unfavourable or difadvantageous emi- 
^^ nence is to be feen in the neighbourhood ; on 
** the contrary, thereare fdlfc fo favourable, that 
*' a fortrefs might be ei-efted on them, which 
" would command the town. This building would 
** coft very little ; for there are materials quite 
** Tieiron the rafnp^rts* of this ancient city. At 
^^ the bottom of the hiU, where there was former- 
•* ly a caftle f , the bafon of the harbour may ftill 
*' be perceived." From thi$ information it might 
not be improper to correQ: thofe maps which have 
beeh formed according to the geography bf Luf?g. 
nap. 

It is, no doubt, a matter bf fdiiie importatice 
to determine the true Iituation of this city, as it 
once was a place of great renown. TTie celebrated 
men whom it produced, and the Tplehdid aSiotis 
of which it was the theatre, all concitr to fender it 
even at pnefent an bbjeft of ciiribfity. 

Apollonius, the pnyfician, was a native of Ci- 
tium. Of this difcipk of Hippocrates hiftbry has 
preferved nothing l>ut the name, that of his coun- 
try, and the profeffion which he 6xercifed. The 
•period at which he" lived is even tiriknown. Hbw 
-many charaders, highly celebrated at prefetit, 
whofe exalted qualities fill the hundted mouths 
of feme, will m the lil^e mahri^f be loft in the abyfs 
of oblivion } and leave behind them Hothiiig but 

an 
• Now dcftroycd. t Now a windmill. 
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3kn eaapty^ name^ ^nd tlieprobablUty of their e^ift.* 
ing and preferidng their former glory ia a di(lan{r 
futurity! Such examples are iwU calculated t^ 
humble the haughtioefs of pride and vain-glory. 

Citium was alfo the couif try of Zena, the loun- 
der of the Stoics. This fe^t, as is well knov^rn, 
took its name from ^ portico at Athi^ns, where 
Ihis philofopher was fimd of difcourfing. Ht was 
6aft on fliore there by 9 fii^wreck ; but this un- 
fortunate event was the caufe of his glory : and he 
yras often heard to U^fs the winds which had dri* 
ven him fo happily into the harbour of the Pireum- 
Having compo&d a book on the republic, he foon 
fpund himfelf furrounded by difciples. A very 
iingular circumftance determined him to apply to 
ftudy. Some oracle having defired him^ to fearch 
for the colour of the dead, he concluded that this 
was* an allufioa to the ufual paieneis of thofe who 
followed literary purfuits ; he therefore gave him? 
felf up to them entirely, and became a follower, of 
Crates. Zeno made true felicity to confild in a 
life abfoiutely- agreeable to nature and to reafbn. 
His fucceffors, like the partifans of every fyftem, 
improved on this wife maxim ; and pretended that 
a virtuous man might be happy amidfl torment, 
and the greateft misfortunes. They acknowledged 
only one God, who was the foul of the univerfe, 
which t^ey confidered as his body ; and both to- 
gether they were a perfeQ: being. To make the 
perfedion of the Deity depend upon his union 
with a frail and perifliabie world, is doubtlefs a con- 
fined and ridiculous notion ; but fuch ia general 
are the metaphysics of the ancients — a mixture oif 
fublime ideas, incoherencies, and ahfurdily. It 
appears that this philofopher was a man of fome 
humour. His ilave having xme day robbed him, 
Zeno began to beat him ; upon which the flave 
cried out) ^I wasiefiinedloxob^V A^Andxohc 

beat 
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beat alfo," replied the philofopher. He, ho^sr- 
ever put an end to his own exiftence ; and his dif* 
ciples have thence drawn an argument in favour 
of fuicide. 

^ Having related thefe particulars, I (hall take thi$ 
opportunity of entering into a fhort examination 
of Stoicifm. All antiquity, and a great many mo* 
derns, have confidered the dodrine of this fed as 
a matter piece of fublimity, and the ne plus ultra 
of human wifdom. One of the greateft geniufes 
of France has ranked the deftruftion of it among 
the number of our misfortunes. But does it in 
reality deferve all thefe ^raifes ? Does it juftify 
that univerfal enthufiafm? Does Stoiciftn carry 
with it all the charafteriftics of real virtue ? Is it 
agreeable to human nature.; and is it truly a be- 
nefit to mankind ? This we fhall fee in the courfe 
of a few words. True virtue is mild and benefi- 
cent ; it fhuns fplendour and noife ; courts foli- 
tude and the fliade ; its happinefs is in itfelf, and 
it is its own reward. Independent of opinion, 
a multitude of witneffes and fpeftators, obfcurity 
is the touchftone of virtue ; it is there that it is 
truly great f and if I believe that virtue exifts up- 
on the throne, it is becaufe I have feen it under 
the humble roof of the peafant. Is this virtue in- 
deed the portion of the proud Stoic ? He delights 
in the crowd, and exhibits himfelf as a fpeftacle 
to the whole world ; he fets lefs value on the tef- 
timony of a pure confcience than on the admiration 
of men ; and I behold him m courts,, in public 
places, and in the middle of affemblies. He there, 
it is true, difcourfes on virtue ; but take away the 
multitude who follow his ftqps, tranfport him to a 
defart, and you will fee the faftidious. difciple of 
Zeno fall from the height of that pride which fup- 
ports him, and be nothing more than an ordinary 
perfoiit Ak the ffiaxims of Stoicifm agreeable tQ 

t|j8 
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the nature of man ? The defire of iriankmd is to 
be happy : phyfical and moral pain make us live in 
a iftate of trouble ; they are therefore an obftacle 
to happinefs. Man dqubtlefs ought to bear them 
with fortitude ; but he can neither be, nor boaft' 
of being happy, when he fuffers. After this, 
what can we fay of a fed who place virtue in the 
moll complete apathy; who render the body, as 
we may fay, infenfible, and who make man abfo- 
lutqly a paffive being ? What can we fay of a feft, 
the partizans of which betray, by their cries, thofe 
fufferings which they in vain attempt tp conceal, 
in order to fhew that pain is no evil ? of a feft 
whofe adepts pretend to be happier when confined 
within the heated fides of the bull of Phalaris, 
than in the foft embraces of a beautiful Circaflian ? , 
By what is fuch a fed charaderized in the eyes of 
a man of fenfe ? By proud quackery, ridiculous 
boafting, and a profound ignorance of human na- 
ture. Was Stoicifm therefore a bleffing to man- 
kind ? The Stoic renounced every paffion, confe- 
quently he did not permit the fage to feel for the 
misfortunes of another. *Mf you behold your 
friend in trouble," fays Epidetus, '' caft an eye 
t)f compa(fion upon him, mix your complaints 
with his, but take care that your grief be not 
real." The moft rigid amongft them would not 
even have aflfefted pity. Did you tell them of any 
accident that had -befallen a friend or relation, 
they replied. That is no bujinefs of ours. Did you 
infill upon it, did the mifery of another render 
you eloquent, and did you reprefent it to them 
under the blackefl colours, the Stoics, unmoved, 
would ft:ill reply. All that may be true^ but it does 
not concern us. Such is the fefl: fo much boafted 
^of, fo ufeful to mankind, and whofe lofs is de- 
plored ! Nothing that relates to man affefts them : 
jffi. vain does the wretch before them expofe his 

grief. 
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gri^, the orphsbi his n^kedxifeliy at friend hi^wantaf,^ 
9nd the poor their, iridtgcnce* To tbefe infenfiUtf 
beings a friend^ the pQor» the wr^ched, and the 
Qrplmny are nothing. Th<( fiiyi&g therefore of 
Montefquieu, Azty failing Chrifiianityj b^ wdulj 
ejnbrace Stticifmi is at bottom only a contradi^on, 
To be convinced of this, let us for a moment fop^ 
pofe the whole \trorld Stoics ; each being fequef* 
tered^; and man become a (traliger to man, that 
is to fay, fociety entirely deftroyed. Wh?it a dif- 
ferent view is exhibited by a contrary fuppofitiony 
where all mankind, fubjeded to the taws of chrif- 
tianity, (hould follow the fublime morality of the 
gofpel. By that morality every bond is urengtfci' 
^ned, sLnd ev^ry affedtion animated : it deflroy^ 
hatred; renders all mankind brethren; and con- 
terts the whole world into oqe family. The rcigii 
of this religion, therefore, is doubtlefe a benefit ; 
and the lofs of it would be a real calamity to th^ 
human race. 

A certain king of Citinm gained the favoui* of 
Alexandet, by making hint a prefenl of his fword* 
That conqueror fet the higheft value upon it ; he 
carried it always at his fide ; and it was with it, a^ 
Plutarch tells us, that he triumphed oyer Darius. 

In this city Simon the Athenian loft his life^ 
while combating againft the Perfians. According 
to Plutarch, this happened at the fiege of Citium j 
tut authors ire not agreed refpeftifag the manner 
in which he ende4 his days. Some fay that he died[ 
of a difeafe, and others of thfe wounds which he 
received in the conflict. 

Araafis, who rfeigtted in Egypt in the eighteenth 
dyhafty, took Citium from the Affyriati*, and dci 
ftroyed it, with feveral other cities of the illatid. 
Hfe however caufed it to be rebuilt aftferwards*; and. 
it feeined tb rife from its ntin$ inori^ bl^ntiful and 
gbUriflnng th?fn be(ore# 

JTothing 
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NotMng i^ to be feen at prefent but t&e fcm^ 
(Utions oi it» waUs^ and of a fe\^ edifices. The 
ipot where ail the reft ftood is now an ifrimenfe 
cultivated field ; and the labourer^ ki pbttgbinjg 
^ip the ground, difcover every day large flones 
with which the boufes of Salines and Larnic are 
conftruded. 

In 1767, a quarry being opened for the pijrpofe 
pf procuring ftones, the workmen found there a 
)iead of Caracalla, o( white marble ; and feveral 
Roman medals of Septimus Sev^rus, AnJ:ohinus 
Caracalla, and Julia Domna, with a Greek in* 
fcription; and on the reyerfe the temple of Pa- 
phos, with the legend KOINON KTOPIXIN. 
Some of them ha(i the image of Caracalla on the 
one fide, and that of Geta on the other. Some 
pf then^ alfo had that of the emperor Cla?udius, 
with a Latin infcription ( and op th$ reverfe a 
crown of laurel, in the middle of which was the 
Greek legend above mentioned. The head of 
Caracalla, in white tjiatble, was fetit tb Tin^othy 
Turnejr, Efq. the conful of hi^ Britannic majefty 
fti Cyprus ; the medals Were givi^n to me, and I 
preferved the riioft curious bf them, 

The remaihs of atitieiit aquedufts, which are 

found heiie, prove that the water of thie tbuntry 

%afc not formerly better than it is at ptefent ; and 

ihdtt the ihhabitants ^ere under the ftec^flity qf 

conveying it frbm a great diftanc^. 

This city was furropnded by a broad ditch. 
IThe ground is now cultivated, ^nd the concavity 
of it plainly marks out the place. On the bor- 
ders of it were twp refer Voirs, ejK^h formed of 
khrtt large ftonts joihed togethier. There are no 
(loftek of the like kind to be found ih the heigh- 
,^. bouring quarries ; and this induces me to believe 
-llrat they were procured from feme hills fituatcd 
|t tfre diftange of ^bqqt ten miles. No author 

hag 
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has fixed the precife epoch .of the deftrufkion of 
Citium : the medals found in its ruins give us rea- 
fon to believe that it happened as far back, at mOft, 
as the year 2 lo of the chriftian aera. 



CHAP. IV; 



Olr THE CITY OF LARNIC. 

jMoST travellers have defcribed L^rnic only as 
a pretty confiderable town ; but if we obferve 
that it is^ the ftorehoufe of the commerce of the 
ifland, and that it holds the fecond rank in the 
kingdom^ though dependant on the governor of 
Nicofia, it will be allowed that I am fufficiently 
juftified in ftyling it a city. Befides, it is alfo th^ 
feat of a Greek l^ifhop, and the place where the 
European confuls have fixed their refidence. 

However this may be, Larnic is the mold agree- 
able place in the ifland ; for I know, nothing more 
interefling than a commercial city, I experience 
a fecret pleafure on feeing a vaft concourfe of ci- 
tizens and foreigners labouring in concert for the 
happinefs of mankind, and making of any me- 
tropolis a magazine for the whole world. In my 
eyes, the exchange is a vslft affembly, where all 
nations hjave their reprefentatives. Faftors in the 

commercial 



C ,Y P R U S. 43 

/commercial world are what ambafladors are in the 
political : they negociate aSairs ; . fign treaties ; 
igind keep up an ufeful correfpondence between rich 
focieties of men divided by feas, and living at the 
two extremities of tKe earth. I have often con-, 
templated, with a pleafing emotion, an inhabi- 
tant of Japan difcufSng his intereft with a citizen 
of London ; or a fubjcft of the Great Mogul en- 
tering into a contraft with a. Ruffian. I was fond 
of being among thefe numerous agents of com- 
merce, diftinguifhed by their drefs, their man- 
ners, and their language; and ail fearching for 
the fame point by different routes. Here I beheld 
a body of Armenians ; there are an affembly of 
Jews ; and 9. little farther a group of Dutchmen. 
I became in fucceffion a Dane, a Swede, and a 
Frenchman ; or rather I was a citizen of the 
world. 

The city of Larnic, diftant from the town of 
Salines about half a league, is fituated to the north 
of the ancient Citium, and even occupies a part of 
the ground on which it once floods 

The origin of it is not precifely known. I am 

however* of opinion that it may be attributed to 

the proximity of the fea, and the materials found 

in the ruins of Citium. 

}' Whervthe ifland was taken by the Turks, in 

«y 1750, Larnic was even then a place of impor- 

^ tance, ^s we are affured by Lufignan, whofe ac7 

count is as follows : *' At the diftance of half ^. 

'' league from the fea, is a large commercial viU 

f' lage, or rather town. It is governed by a no- 

• ^' ble Venetian, who is changed every two years; 

*' but the republic has refolved to render it free, 

^' and to give it a more ftriking appearance.'* 

This writer does not mention its name : it indeed 

|}a8 no fi^ed denomination } and every traveller 
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has gtven it one, which difibrs fiom the reft only 
in the termination. 

Ttiis city forms a femicircle, the extreipities oi 
which look towards the ibuth ; and it is near a 
league in circumference. All its buildings are 
modem, and it contains no monument of remote 
antiquity. The mofque was formerly a Latin 
church. It is a narrow edifice, built in the Go- 
thic ftyle : the front is compofed of fix marble co- 
lumns $ four pilafters fypport the roof, and divide 
it into three naves : but it exhibits nothing elfe re- 
markable. 

A minaret has been erefted on the ruips of the 
fteeple ; and it is from this kind of tower that the 
people are called to prayers. On the fide of it 
Hands a garden, which ferves as a burial ground 
for the moil dUlinguifhed Turks who die in the 
city. 

Every mofque has an iman, or prieft, who is 
obliged to go thither at the hours fet apart for 
prayer. The imans are empowered to read the 
Koran, and infl^u& the people. 

Were we to judge of their difcourfes from purs, 
we (hould form a very falfe idea of themf The 
jMuflulman eloquence admits nothing of the com- 
mon-place kind. Lefs difFufe, and lefs ornament* 
ed, than the European oratory, every foreign 
idea, and every ufelefs exprefTion,. are carefully 
banished from it. A Turkifk fermon is a continu- 
ed feries of maxims and fentences. The minifter 
pever attempts to prpve 4ogmas which nobody 
doubts ; nor does be ever addrefs himfclf to the 
ai^4^nce as if to unbelievers.. Moralky is the 
b?ifis of their difcourfes, which contain regula- 
tions for one's conduft in every circumftance of 
life, and corrfblations'for every kind of misfor- 
tune to v^icti men may be expofed. The periSwa 
of the orator is ^s fimple as his difcourfe } and 

the 
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the profligacy of his conduS never 4eftroys the 
beauty of his morality. A young voluptuary is 
never feen here declaiming againft effeminacy and 
pleafure, an opulent dignitary preaching up the 
contempt of riches, or an elegant beau fatiriz- 
ing vice and luxury. Thefe ridicubus contrafts, 
To common, and yet fo little taken notice of, in 
Europe, would highly offend thefe people, who 
are very fond of fimplicity : they would believe 
that one ridiculed both them and their religion ; 
and the latter is an objeft upon which a good 
"Muffulman will never fuffer raillery. I beheld al- 
fo with .pleafure, in their numerous auditories, a 
mixture and confufion of all ranks and condi- 
tions. The Turks have not yet introduced into 
their mofques thofe humiliating diftin£tions which 
difgrace our European churches. Places are not I 
regulated by intereft and grandeur ; they are dif- 
pofed of as chance direds : ^md the lower clafles, 
more religious and more fervent, often occupy tlie 
firft ; and are not as in Europe, ignominioufly 
driven back to the door. I have no objedion to 
fuch diftinftions being obferved in our .theatres 
and academies ; the n^anners of the world prevail 
therey and the entrance to them is apened.only 
by gold : but that they fhould cxift in our tem- 
ples, and that Chriftians (hould tolerate them, is 
an infult to the principles of their divine legifla- 
tor, who paid every attention to the indigent and 
. the needy. Confidering this point even in a poli- 
tical view, I will not helitate to propofe the aboli- 
tion of thefe odious di(lin6Hons, as the belt means 
of bringing back the ^people to our deferred 
churches, and of attaching them to the dmies of 
, chriftianity : they will then frequent places v^rhich 
reftore them to their primitive equality; and 
cheriih a religion whkh preferves >to >tbem, in 

an 
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an efficacious manner, the natural rights of man- 
kind. 

The muezzins are fubaltern minifters, whofe 
bufinefs is to call the people to prayers from the 
tops of the minarets : the reader perhaps will not 
be difpleafed to learn the manner in which they 
difcharge this office. 

When tliey have got to the top of the tower, 
they begin to call out towards the fouth, then to- 
wards the eaft and the north, and end with the 
weft. Their cry is a kind of loud howling, 
which they fend forth with all their might, {hut- 
ting at the fame time their ears with their fingers. 
ITiis call, in the Arabic language, is made by in- 
'' Yoking the name of God and that of Mahomet. 
. The Turks ought to pray five times every^ day ; 
at the dawn of the morning, at noon, at three in 
' the afternoon, at fun-fet, and at midnight. On 
Friday, which is their day of repofe, they repeat 
a fixth prayer, an hour before the fetting of the 
fun. 

People engaged in bufinefs do not attend ta 
their devotions fo often : they are fatisfied with re- 
peating a fhort prayer at the commencement and 
conclufion of the day. 

Before they begin, they wafli their feet, hands, 
and other parts of their bodies, with the moft 
fcrupulous attention. They then bend themfelves 
as a token oiF adoration ; kneel down on a carpet, 
a mat, or the corner of their garment ; and, turn- 
ing towards the fouth, pray with ^wonderful fer- 
vor for the fpace of half an hour. I obferved that 
Mecca, the country of their prophet, and fi-om 
which, according to their idea, falvation was dif- 
penfed to them, is fituated towards the fouth ; and 
for this reafon they pray with their faces turned 
towards that quarter. The religion of the Turks^ 
is undoubtedly difhonoured by a multitude of fu- 

pcrftitious 
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perftitious praftices. But one cannot help ap- ' 
proving certain cuftoms, which are the refult of 
• a fublime and afFefting fentiment : fuch, for ex- 
ample, is that of confideting every place where 
they pray, were it even in the open fields, as fa- 
cred ; the grafs which they tread on, the air that 
they breathe, and the fhadc under which they re- 
pofe, all appear to them to be conlecrated by this 
momentaneous commerce with the Eternal. It is 
a temple which the pious Muffulman never after 
beholds but with refped, and which he never ap- 
proaches but with religious emotion. 

The raofque which I have defcribed is the only 
Turkilh place of worfhip in Larnic. At the en- 
trance of it there is a column of granite that for- 
merly had a lion upon it, which is the arms of 
the republic of Venice. 

The Greeks have here three churches, in which 
the fame number of priefts, called cofmicos-irens, 
perform divine fervice. That of St. John is z 
kind of cathedral. As the deftruftion of Citti 
prevented the bifhop from refiding there any lon- 
ger, the prelate transferred hither his court and his 
chapter. The people affemble in thefe churches 
three hours before day ;, for all their religious ce- 
remonies mull be finifiied before fun-rife. 

The church of St. Mary, belonging to the fa- 
thers of the Holy Land, is divided into three 
naves : and the two collateral ones are kept (hut ; 
becaufe, in the eaft, the women are abfolut«ly fe- 
parate from the men. \The Latins follow the fame 
cuftom, out of refped for the orientals. The 
emperor Leopold made a prefent to his church of 
a very fine organ. The parifti belonging to it is 
that of all the Europ'eaii nations. In the refefto- 
ry of the convent, there are two excellent paint- 
ings, reprefenting the wafhing of our Saviour's 
feet, and the marriage at Cana, The library is 

exceedingly 
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^tiKcndinAj >degant; and the gardens and <3r« 
.chards which furround it, render this folitude ji 
-moft delightful habitation. It contains only about 
half a do^^n cf monks ; but this number is Ipme^ 
-times inoreafed by the addition of thivty ot f<Mrty 
iftrangers. 

I muft not omit to tftiention^ for the beneftt of 
'iravellerS) .that the oapuchins of the province of 
'Plandersihave an hofpital, or houfe of entertain* 
ment, here. Strangers are admitted to their ta** 
«ble, 'On ipaying twenty or twfBnty-five paras a day ; 
but the place is dirty and far from being agreea^^ 
'Jble. 

Every ^Oreek and tLatin church is furrounded 

by walk. The entrance k through a gate about 

ithree feet and a^half in height; which is nxade fa 

low, in order to prevent the Turks from intro^ 

jducingihoifes and other animals into the inclofure^ 

S'be cafe is the iame throqghout all Syria ;4>ut 

tthts mode, at Cyprus, is adopted only by the 

tGrreeks. The Latin churches >have lofty porticos 

-and are refpedied by the Turks. 

Public /edifices, fuch as churches, conv^ents^ 
?hofpitals, and mofques, are all conftru^jd 6i 
ftone. Every other buildings is formed of 'bricks, 
which arecompdfed of a • mixture of choj^ped 
Urawiand moift earth, . dried in the fun. They are 
^xaftly fhaped like thofe of Italy, but larger in 
^their dimenfions. The cement ufed is nothing: 
-but.fbme of the £»iie clayey earth, with the addi- 
ction of a little^frefli ftraw. Such, in general, is 
rtfae conftruAion.of all the houfes of the king- 
>dom, (except in afewyilla^whefe ftones are ve« 
?ry common. 

The -earthly colour pf-thefe ^bricks gives them 
-externally a diimal suid melancholy appearance; 
^travdlers therefore are agreeably furpri£^d, to find 
i;them iathe infide^ry and commodious j and the 

walla 



C X P R V a 49 

W^m wMten^d wkh a Gompbfition of talc, pro- 
i^^r^ hov^ the hi\U in tic neighbourhood of 

Thcfe houfes have d^ily one ftory above the 
g|ou«d fioor ; the rpofs are formed of earth, 
mixe4 wiih clay j and the crevices produced in 
the«a by the heats of fummer, clofe of themfelv^ 
during the rains of winter. They are about nine 
iftche^ i^ thicknefs \ and are fupported by large 
be^ma, over which are laid very thin laths, cover- 
$d witb mats made of reeds : they are, however, 
not proof againft a continuance of wet weather ; 
^nd the inhabitants are under the neceffity of giv- 
ing them continual repairs. Houfes built after 
this manner have at lead one advantage ; which 
is, that they refift earthquakes. Sad experience 
has taught the Cypriots to prefer them to houfes 
built of ftqne. They are paved with very foft 
white marble, which eafiily exfoliates : this mar- 
ble is produced in the ifland. Every houfe has a 
garden, the cultivation of which is the principal 
amufement of the Cypriots. 

Among the private houfes at Larnic, there are 
fome which, on account of their gtandeiir and the 
richncfs of their furniture, may be confxdcred as 
palaces. Suci» is that of the Englifli conful, ocr 
cupied at thq time I wats there by Mr. Pory, ori- 
ginally from France, It cpntains a laloon capable 
of receiving five hundred people ; and is orna- 
wemed with ancient tapeftry, and excellent paint- 
ings. All the other apartments, which are equal- 
ly beautiful, look for the mod part into a delight- 
ful garden, kept in excellent order. 
^ There are many others worthy of being men- 
tioned ; but it would be too tedious to panicula- 
jixe diem. 

The different coufuls at Cyprus hoift the flag of 
their fovereign ai the feftiv2|l« of the church, the 

Voul. E birth. 
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birth- days of their refpeAtve princes, the arrival 
of a veffel belonging to their nation, a ftiip of war 
in the fervice of the grand lignior, or anv other 
power ; during public vifits paid to magiftratcs ; 
at the death ot any conful, officer, or merchant ; 
and, laftly, at the time of a revolt, in order to 
make thofe quarters, where they are difplayed, be 
refpcfled. 

The confuls may alfo affix the arms of their fo- 
vereigns to the gates of their palaces ; but many 
place them in the infide, that they may not be ex- 
pofed to the infults of the populace. 

The houfes of the Greeks and Turks are gene- 
rally pretty large and fpaeious ; but they are built 
in a whimfical flyle, and laid out in a very irregu- 
lar manner. 

Thofe who travel inthe eaft cannot help obfcrv- 
ing how inferior architefture is there to what it 
was formerly. In this art the Orientals produced 
wonders. Without fpeaking of the Tower of 
Babel, Cthe foundations of which, according to an 
ancient writer, were ftitl exifting, in his time, 
like a vaft mountain), what could be more worthy ' 
of admiration than the walls of Babylon, its hang- 
ing gardens, and Temple of Belus ; the height, 
of which, divided into eight ftories of a furlong 
each, was confequently a mile ; and on the fum- 
mit of which was erefted the obfervatory of thisr 
proud city ? I might mention alfo that immenfc 
rock cut into the figure of Semiramis, while fome 
fmaller ones reprefented tributary kings proftrated 
before her ; and that wonderful bafon, or artifici- 
al lake, which contained the river Euphrates, un- 
til the new canal, deftined to receive it, was 
finifhed. 

Many learned men have, it is true, ranked thefe 
wonders of art amongft the fables of antiquity ; 
but their incredulity, m this reipcd, is founded 

upon 
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upon nothing elfe than the impoffibility of erefting 
filch monuments at prefent. The ancients cer- 
tainly enjoyed advantages which we have not. The 
earth was exceedingly fertile ; and the greater part 
of it was converted into paftures, which require 
much fewer hands than agriculture. There was 
fcarcely any commerce to employ the aftive part 
of mankind ; few arts and fciences to engage the 
attention of the fedentary and contemplative ; and, , 
befides this, monarchs were abfolute ; and,' when' 
they went to war, they put themfelves at the head 
of all their people. We are told that Semiramis 
carried with her three millions of men ; and yet 
Ihe found herfelf before an army which was ft ill 
more numerous. It is furprifmg, therefore, that 
this queen, on her return from war, as Ihe could 
with a fingle word command all that multitude, 
Ihould have executed rhefe wonders of her imagi- 
nation ? In thefe climates, alfo, a fucceflion of 
feafons was unknown, and winder never fettered 
the adtivity of the labourer. I might rank like- 
wife, amongft the advantages of thofe countries, 
the bitumen, which, according to the account of 
hiftorians, covered the furface.of the earth ; and 
this fpecies of cement, furni(hed by nature, is pro- 
bably the fame as that which the fcriptures tell us . 
was employed in conftrufling the Tower of Babel. 
Do not the pyramids of Egypt correfpond with the 
defcriptions which the ancients have left us of 
them ? I have not the leaft doubt that an ingenious 
traveller might ftill difcover fome remains of that 
famous labyrinth which covered a whole province ; 
and which, in its vaft circumference, contained 
an hundred temples, difperfed thoughout its dif- 
ferent divifions. The Chinefe wall is alfo one of 
thofe conftruSions which make a confiderable 
' figure in the fcale of human induftry ; and, were 
not this monument of Oriental grandeur ftill to be 

E2 f(gen. 
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fcen, would it not be clafled amongft the number 
of Kiflorical fables and chimeras? The doubti 
ftarted relpe^liag the eiciftence of tbefe prodigies * 
of art, atteft much Icfs the wifdom of our criticiun, 
than the narrow and confined fphere of our mo- 
dern conceptions. 

The water at Lzprmc was fornierly very bad, 
and the deftruftion of tlic ancient aqueduft of 
Citium was greatly lamented ; but this did not 
haften the re-eflablifliment of it. A baftaw how- 
ever, zealous for the good of the public, caufed 
new ones to be conftrufted ;• and thefe aqu^dvifts, 
kept in proper repair, continue to diftribute 
throughout the city the excellent waters of Ar* 
p^ra, which I mentioned in th^ article of Salines. 

Lsrhic is governed by a digdaban, or conimif- 
fary. This is the fecpnd office of digi>ity in the. 
ifiand ; and the power of appointing a perfou to 
fill it, is vefted in the governor general. ' 
' His fubalterns are th^ faerdaer, or chief juftice y 
auid the fu-bafcis, his afliflants. He has alfo fpm^ 
domeftics, but they are not numerous.. 

The pretqrian palace is the r^fidence of th« 
cadi, and of the prefident of the codgias, Thffe 
codgias are virtuous old men, whofe counfet^ 
are Bftened to with attention, and follpwod with 
punftuality. 

The feniences paffed in this tribunal are Qnly 
provisional; but, it^ fome cafes of Uttle gort- 
fequence, no appes^I can be ma4e : in tbof^ pf im- 
portance, the affair is referred to the fuperipr tri- 
bunal of Nicofia, which determines in the laft in- 
ftqjice. 

Three hours after fun-fct, the guard of the 
culaches, otherwifc called th^ watch, iffncs from, , 
the paUce of the digdaban : its biifinefs is to pre- ' 
ferve peace among the inhab^ts^nt^ ; a^d whoeyer 
wadl^ abroad at ihzfi hour, without a Ughtf is 

made 
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iti^dfea prifbncr. Su'bjeftfe rfthe empire ire con- 
dttft^d to the public prifons, and Entpjpetos tp 
the palace of their coQful. When they hav$ com- 
mitted ilo other crime, they are difijhargfed? on 
payiijg a fmajl acknowledgra6nt to thie guard. 

In the ;city o£ Larnic, or rather in the whole 
kingdom of Cyprus, there are people bdoh^ing to 
fix Europeans Npa^ions^. French, Ehglifh, Tufcans^ 
Neopolitans, Venetians, and Ragufans. Each 
have their refpefkive conful, except the Tufcans t 
Thefe ate uiider the piroteftioti of the Engjifh con- 
ful, who is honoured evftn whh the title of Vice- 
jconful of Tufcany. TI>ere are here alfo Imperial- 
lifts, I^ancs, Swifs, Dutch, and Genoefe. But 
as all thefe have long ceafed to carry on corijmerce 
by themfelves, they entruft their commiffions to 
correfpondents, whoni tihey have amonjjfl rfiie 
.other nations eftabliflied in tnis ifland. 

In the neighbourhood of the city there is a miil- 
titude of cifterns, covered with a vifcoqs kind of 
cement; ihapenetrable to oil, which were formerly, 
as is faid, vaft refervoirs for containing that li<iuid. 
This cement is a mixture of a marine fait, lime^ 
and boiling oil. If this be true, the plains of Cy- 
prus muft formerfiy have been covered with olive 
trees. 

At the diftancc of about an hundred paces from 
Larnic, towards the weft, there is an eftate be- 
longing to Mr, Ppry, originally from France, who 
has refided o.n<hrs ifland many years. On this ef- 
tate a fubterranean grotto was dlfcovered, in whictt 
nothing was found but fome fmall idols, antllainps 
of baked earth. I imagine that this place was fpr- 
merly a warehoufe where articles of that kind were 
fold. The Turkifh government has forbid, under 
the moft rigorous puniftiment, all fiibterraAean 
refearches ; and Mr. Pory, fearing that be CQitld 
not gratify the wilhes of the curious with impuni- 
ty, 
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ty, h^8 fhut up this magazine ; fo that it it nov 
difBcult even for the inhabitants to difcoyer the 
place vrhere it was* 

In the year 176^, Mr. Zambelli, a Venetian 
merchant, in digging a foundation for a houfe 
which he was going to build on an elevated fitua- 
tion towards the northern part of Larnic, difco* 
vered fome tombs of foft marble, without any in* 
fcription, and capable of containing a body at full 
length. In fome of them were feveral (kulls ; and 
around them were placed vafes of baked earth, 
filled with bones, fo fmall that they appeared to 
be thofe of birds. ' . 

The difcovery of Mr, Zambelli foon attraftcd 
the attention of this fuperftitious government. 
The Turks pretended that he had difturbed the 
repofe of the Mahometans buried in that place ; 
,and this fault, however involuntary, was in their 
eyas a capital crime ; but when they were told 
that, as thefe tombs were very ancient, they could 
not be thofe of the Turks ; and that the bodies, 
befides, were not depofited in them according to 
their ceremonies, they began to be a little ^afier. 
Avarice, without doubt, was the caufe of this in- 
terruption, for which a refped to the dead only 
ferved as a pretence. 

In the neighbourhood of Larnic there i& ftill to 
, be feen a fmall niofque, which the Mahometans 
call Arab, and the Greeks Saint Arab, Both of 
tliem have great tonfidence'in its patron ; the for- 
mer confidering him as their dervife, and the lat- 
ter as their faint. The Turks venerate this mofque, 
which they fay was ereded by that Arab ; and 
the Greeks are zealous vifitors of a tomb, or fub- 
terranean grotto, in which they pretend that the 
body of their holy hermit was long depofited. 

The dervifes, as well as the fantons and the 
abdales, are a kind of Turkilh monks.' Their 
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dr^ Confifts of a robe of coarfe woollen ftufF, of 
different colours, which leaves the breaft untoveiv 
ed ; over this they have a c|pak of the fame, but 
much finer, and or a white colour ; and on their 
heads a cap of white felt, in fhape refembling a 
fugar-loaf. The lower part of it rifes up, and is 
folded back i& the form of a turban. 1 hey have 
no linen ; btit this does not prevent them from 
being extremely neat and clean. Their external 
appearance is yery decent ; and they behave with 
great politenefs and affability. Thefe agreeable 
qualities are, however, effaced by an infamous 
tafte, to which they abandon themfelves without 
the leaft referve : their hypocritical miidnefs tends 
only to debauch youth, and enables them to gra- 
tify a paflion which is contrary to nature. . 

One Mola Sonchiur is faid to have been their 
founder. They occupy different convents, and 
perform fervice'in feveral mofques. They preach 
twice a week ; and both the men and women who 
are their auditors mix together, which is never the 
cafe in other places of religious worfhip ; but the 
community of the dervifes is feparated frbm the 
r^ft of the believers by a baluftrade. The orator 
open^ his difcourfe by a paffage from the Koran, 
and thunders forth againft vices which he himfelf 
16 not at great trouble to avoid. When the fer- 
moh is ended, they all fmg a hymn, accompanied 
with the found of various pipes. The fuperior af- 
terwards commences a dance, in which all the reft 
join, and which they execute in the following 
manner: — '1 hey firft walk flowly round the mofque, 
one after the other : but by and by they accelerate 
their fteps ; and turn their bodies rbund with fo 
much precipitation, that the eye can fcarcely fol- 
low them. When the ball is over, thefe pious 
mountebanks kneel dowh, and remain for fome 
time in that pofture, with every external appear- 
ance 
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ance of the mod fervid d^votioH* The iiiponov 
then rifes up,' th^ dervi&s follow his dicample^ and, 
having renewed their whirling roupd, coffiinuQ 
the fame farce for an hour ^Bd a half logger. 

Some ilKinformed travellers have confounded 
the fantons with the dervifea; but they diffor 
from each other both in their way of life, and in 
their manner of praying. The iantons, wbof^ 
founder was Has^ret MeuLin§^ dirpfs^ it is txuet 
like the dervi&s ; but they are far from ^eing i«| 
neat and clean. Their whole ^apterior appearance 
difplays the utmoQ mifery ; asd I have feea ibme 
of them whp were alnioft comp^eteiv naked : their 
features are difgufting ; they are or a flovenly dif^* 
pofition ; and their behaviour is elpwnifli a^d ur* 
civil* Such beings are really a difgrace to human 
nature. They begin their religious ceremonies, 
ij^hich confifl in whirliiig roH^d ia a ridiculous 
manner, and in making violent fEOHtortians^ at 

' three in the morning. Thefe ceremojiie^ are ac- 
companied by cries which degeojcrate into fright- 
ful bellowing.. They beat a kind of cymbal, oi; 

. rather drum ; calling out, with a^l their might, 
Allahu^ which fignifies the g^^eat God. At l^oigtti 
they drop down on the payemes^t, half dead with 
fatigue ; their mouths became covered with ifoafti^^ - 
and the ilupid Mahometan^ then believe that (hefci 
fantons are converfing with Go4 and their pro? 
phet. Wb^n they recqver from thi^.crifi^, thefe 
inonkifh imppftors eat with the w<Mnen and youiig 
people. There is no excefc to which tl^fe wretch? 
es will not abandon thcmfelv^s. The greater pa* t 

- of their. houfes are in Natolia; but thfiy are not- 
every where held in the feiiie efUmafton. 

There are here alfo another fpft, called the Ab^ 

dales ; who arc pious vagabonds, di^jerfed through*- 

Qut all'Afia, and have no fixed pkce of refid^noe* 

T^y waijfc^Qr about from ot^ town to anothm^^ 

" • an4 
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and ftop wherever they find beft entertainment. 
Jn -their manners and cuftoms they have u great 
rcfenHblance to the fantons ; but they kre diftia- 
guifhed by one Angularity, which is, the great in- 
tereft that the women take in every' thing relating 
to them. No fooner has an abdale arrived in any 
town, than they all honour him with their vifits ; 
jhey make frequent aflignations with him, without 
the leaft fcruple ; and fome of them even do not 
blulh to fubmit to his defires in the middle of the 
ftreet$, and in other public places, while a fimple 
cloak conceals frbm view thefe fuperftitious orgies. 
One may w»ell wonder how ftich monfttous abufes 
can be tolerated : they fere indeed pYOfcrlbed in 
Syria, but they ftre very frequent at Caito. 

The country arotmd La^rnic h tiot the xnpft 
jigreeabfe in the ifland, for the foil is extremely 
dry. The f«n falls almofft perpendicularly oil 
Jteefc parched fieMs ; and while the fatigued tra- 
veller breathes a fcorching air, he in vain fearches 
for fomegfove, the (hade of which may afford him 
a fhdter, afid recrmt hi^ exhaufted flrength. 
There are no trees in this place but the mulberry, 
aad a few palms fcatter^d here and there on the 
plaills. A gi^eat many caufes concur to render the 
Bcighbaufhood of this country barren : there is no 
water, and the gronnd abounds in flints and ftones, 
it however produces a good deal of barley : And, 
if the fields arc dry, the orchards in return are 
rich iudA fruitftri, they are remarkably pleafant, 
and we watered by ffnall canals formed in the 
earth. The gardens are equally beautiful, and 
abound with all kinds of flowers : the citron and 
flic^o^nge tree thrive in them wonderfully. 
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ROUTB FROM LARNIC TO NICOSIA^ 

JuLAVlNG proceeded northwards from Larnic 
to go to Nicofia, when I got to the diftance of 
about a mile and a half, I left on my right a large . 
village, which has changed its ancient name of 
Tridat into that of Livadia. It was formerly fuN 
rounded by beautiful meadows of a vaft extent. ' 
Its riches confifted in flocks j the greater part of 
the inhabitants were ihepherds ; and every thing 
breathed the delicious charms of the paftoral life« 
This new Arcadia is, however, now totally chang- 
ed* Its meads are converted into infeflious marfiies, 
which corrupt the air ; and, though fome of them 
have been drained and cultivated, one cannot fee 
without pain the defolate flate of a country which 
tradition tells us was once fo pleafsmt. Fifty years 
ago, the fields in the neighbourhood were culti- . 
vated by upwards of two thoufand hands, who 
manufaaured abundance of cotton,- with fome of 
the beft filk in the kingdom ; but, except a few 
that produce corn, and a little cotton, they are 
now entirely neglefted. About a dozen of huts, 
fcattered here and there, aflford Ihelter to a few 
poor families. The culture of the mulberry is now 
t6tally abandoned, though there were formerly 
whole groves of it. The people deftroyed them-, 
and government took no care to prevent this lofs. 

The 
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The environs were cmbellifhed with a great num- 
ber of feats, to which the inhabitants of Larnic re- 
paired, .to enjoy the beauties of nature, and the 
pleafures of the country. None of them remain 
at prefcnt but that of Mr. Pory, which I have 
mentioned already ; the reft are falling to decay : 
and not far from their ruins ftands the Greek 
church of Saint Parafceughi. 

In my way I fell in with the village of Aradip^ 
pe, the richcft in the country. It contains a church, 
of which St. Luke is the patron. Every year, on 
his feftival, a very brilliant fair is held, which is 
frequented by vaft crowds of people. I faw alfo 
the remains of an. ancient temple, the walls of 
which were painted in frefco. 

This is the only place in the ifland where people 
are permitted to breed hogs ; but it muft be al- 
lowed that the prohibition is no where very ri- 
gorous. 

In the middle of a plain, at the diftance of two 
leagues and a half from Larnic, Hands the village 
of Atene, which is tolerably well peopled, lliis, 
no doubr, is owing to the advantages of its fitu- 
ation ; for, being on the route from Larnic to. 
NicoQa, it is much reforted to by carriers and tra- 
vellers. * The fields around it produce wheat; 
and in fome o£ them there are a few clumps of 
mulberry trees. The country around Petrophanes, 
Palliocanut,^ St. George, and Margo, has every 
appearance of natural fecundity. But I beheld 
there the richeft fields moft fhamefully neglefted : 
they are beautiful defarts, which wait only for the 
hand of ihan to become real gardens. 

In this place I had the pleafure of feeing a Cy- 
prian huntine match, a fpedaqle very common m 
the ifland ; for, as I have already remarked, the 
Cypriote are .remarkably fond of hunting. A 
fportfmaa^. here feldom goes out alone, to purfue 

a feeble 
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1 kMt itiimal, ttffth Us fufte and a couple of Ab^s. 
ITic Crpriots love cxercife ; but they ^fli to en- 
Kych tncfe cxcurfionii ^th mirth and jollity ; thef 
therefore g6 out in large parties, mounted on 
horfes, and accompanied by whole packfi of dogs. 
llic bunting match at which I was prefent, was 
lldne tfiht leail brilliant, as it was that of the go- 
vernor. Having arrived at a fpacious plain, in- 
terfperfed with clumps of mulberry trees, fome 
niins^ ttid thick bmhes, the Yportfman beg^n 
to form a ring, in order to inclofe the enemy. 
The barrier confifted of guards on horfeback, with 
dc^s i^ccd in the intervals. The ladies of the 
greateft diftindioa in Nicolia, with a multitude of 
other people, ftood iipon a little hill, which I af- 
Cended aub ; and from that eminence I enjoyed 
the amufcment, without iharing in the fatieue. 
The governor and his ftiite were pofted in diSet- 
ent parts of the plain, and, as foon as the ap- 
pointed moment arrived, the hunt was opened 
with the {bund of mufical inftruments. Part of 
the dogs were then let loofe ; which, ranging 
jhrough the buflies and underwood, fprung a great 
number of raik, partridges, and woodcocks. 
The governor began the fport, by bringing down 
<)ne of thefe birds ; his fuite followed his exam- 
ple ; and the winged tribe, into whatever quarter 
thi^y flc?^, were fure of meeting with inftant death. 
I wasftruck with the tranquillity of the ftationary 
dogs ; for, notiB^khftanding iht inftind by which 
xhev were fputred on, not one of them quitted his' 
poft ; but the reft ran about in purfuit of the garni, 
and the plain was clear in an iiift^ant. The fcene 
^ was now changed : a hare ftarted up fronl a blifli ; 
the dogs purfued J and while thfe latter made a 
.rhoufand turnings in order to efcape, fte e\^ery 
where found an enemy. Stie however often de- 
feated the greyhouilds^ and I admired, in fucb 

cafes, 
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cafes, the f^gacity of theft animals; which, dif- 
daining the affiftanc^ of thofe that were younj^ and 
inexperienced, confequently liable tp ht decavjed, 
waited until fjome of the cunning old ones openctd 
the way for them ; ,a.nd then the whole plaui was 
foon in motign. During this fcene, the bea,uty of" 
the feafon, the cheerfulnefs by which I was fw* 
rounded, the barking of the dogs, repeated a., 
thpufaj\d tin\es by the echoes of thehilU, the 
cries of the hunters, and the found of the hori^^- 
exalted my imagination ; and kept me, a^ I may 
fay, in a kind of enchantment. When the poor 
animal was juft ready to becopue a prey to it» en?* 
mies, th^ governor rufhed forwards ; and thrpwr- 
ing a ftick, which he hel4 *^ his hand, before; the 
dogs^, they all ftopped, and not one^of them ven« 
tured to pafs this fignaU^ One of thofe fwift grey^ 
. hounds, of which fhavefpoken in the firft chap^ 
• ter, being then let Ipofe, pi^rfued the h*r€ j and 
^ having cqmo up with it, carrifed it hack, and 
jumping up on the neck of the governor's horfe, 
placed it before him. The governor toc»^ it in his 
arms ; and, delivering it to one of bis officers^ 
gave him orders, if it continued alive, to fliut it 
lip in hi§ park, where h^ maintains a great many 
prifoners of the lame kini I admired, abov^ all, 
die difcipUne of the dogs, and the humanity of the 
governor, wh<>. thought it hi's dnty to prefer ve an 
animal which had afforded him fo much pleafure. 

Among the deferted villages above mentioned 
is that of Piroi, which has not the leaft rdemblaacc 
to any of them. It is very populous, and the 
country around is fertile and well cultivated. This 
canton is indebted for part of its beauties to the 
induftry of its inhabitants ; it is interfperfed with 
groves of mulberry trees, and produces abundance 
of cottoft. In the neighbourhood there is a rivu- 
let. 
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cafes, the ftgstcity of thefe animals j which, dif- 
daining the afliftance; of thofc th?rt were youn]^ and 
iaexperi^uced, confequently liable tp be dece^^d, 
waited until fome of the cunning old pnes openctd 
the way for them j ,a.nd then the whole pUdga was 
fbon in motipn. During this fcene, the bea,uty of 
the feafon, the cheerfulnefs by which I was fur* 
rounded, the barking of the dogs, rajieated a., 
thoufai\d tinies by the «(dioes of the hilU, the 
cries of the hunters, and the found of the horn^- 
exalted my imagination ^ and kept me, a^ I miy 
fay, in a kind of enchantment. When the poor 
animal was juft ready to become a prey to it* ew^^ 
mies, the governor rulhed forwards ; and throw- 
ing afticKj which he hel4 ia hi$ hand, before the 
dog», they all ftopped, ttnd not one..of thepji ven- 
tured to pafs this fisnal. Qu^ of thpfe fwift grey*, 
hounds, pf \yhich fhavefpoken in the firft chap- 
• ter, being then let lopfe, purfued the }i^e •, and 
having qomo up \pith it, carrifed it hack, and 
jumping up on the neck of tie governor's horfe, 
placed it before him. The governor tof »^ it in his 
arms ; and, delivering it to one of \m officers^ 
gave hini orders, if it continued alive, to fliut it 
lip in his park, wh^e h^ maintains a great many 
prifoner? of the iame kind, I admired, above all, 
die difcipUne of the dogs, and the hmnanity of the 
governor, wha. thought it hi's duty to preferve an 
animal which had arfiogrded him fo much pleafure. 

Among the deferted villages above mentioned 
is that of Pirpi, which has ^t the leaft rdemblancc 
to any of them. It is very populous, and the 
country around is fertile and well cultivated. This 
canton is indebted for part of its beauties to the 
induftry of its inhabitants ; it is interfperfed with 
groves of mulberry trees, and produces abundance 
of cottoQ. In the neighbourhood there is a rivu- 
let. 



62 TRAVEXS THROUGH 

let, the \jrater8 of which add greatly to the channt 
of this delightful fpot. 

After paffing this rivulet, you find in the earth 
red jafper and agates, mixed with common ftones j 
and this for a confiderable diftance. You meet 
alfo with a number of villages more or lefs popu- 
lous ; but to repeat their names (for little can be 
faid of them) would only take ,up the reader's 
time to no purpofe. I fhall content myfelf with 
obferving, that the greater part of them are orna- 
mented with Greek churches, and groVes of mul- 
berry trees, which were formerly much mote nu- 
merous in the ifland than they are at prefenti 
' The mulberries in Cyprus, as well as in all Syria, 
are planted at an equal diftance from each other, 
in ftraight Jines, and forming a fmall fquare grove 
compofed of two, three, and even five, thoufand 
plants. They are fomewhat more than five feet in 
height, and about two feet in circumference. 
Thefe trees grow naturally taller ; but at Cyprus 
the people lop oflF the branches, that they may 
have the leaves to give to' their filk worms. They 
are not fuflFered to grow old, nor does the prun- 
ing knife refpeft even their firft (hoots : care there- 
fore is taken every year to plant new ones, in or- 
der to fupply a fufHciency of le?ives. No other at- 
tention is beftowed upon them than to water them 
once or twice a-day in fummer. A fmall refervoir, 
made in the form of a vafe, is dug around each 
tree ; and the water being conveyed ;into it by 
'fioiali canah, ferves to refirefh the roots. 
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OF THE CITY OF NICOSIA, THE CAPITAL OF 
THE KINGDOM OF CYPRUS. 

1 HE city of Nicofia is fituated, as I have faid, 
to the north of Larnic, and at the diftance of 
twenty-five miles from it. Formerly it V(zs known 
by the name of Letra. It was afterwards called 
Leucoton, from Leucon, fon of the firft Ptolemy, 
who built its walls. The Greeks at prefent give it 
the name of Efcofia, the Italians that of Nicofia ; 
and it is under the latter appellation that I ihall 
defcribe it. I muft not, however, omit to men* 
tion that, in iftany maps of the kingdom of Cy» 
prus, Nicofia paffes for the ancient Thrcmitus $ 
but this is evidently an error, for that name was 
never given to it in hiflory. Thremitus is a con- 
fiderable village twelve miles from Nicofia. This 
village was formerly a city, which Richard king 
of England entirely deftroyed. 

Nicofia ftands in the centre of the ifland, in the 
middle of a vafl; plain ; and is mrrounded by hilU 
and mountains, which bound it on all fides, at the 
diftance of ten miles. 

From the time df Conftantine the Great till 
1567, the circiimference of the city was nine 
miles \ but the Venetians found it too extenfive ; 
and reduced it to three, bfecaufe they thought that 
this would render the conqueft of it Icfs eafy. They 

fortified 
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fortified it alfb with eleven baftions^ and three 
^ gates : all the reft they razed to the foundation*, 
^ Nothing wag refpefted : they even demoliihed 
temples, palaces, and the moil beautiful monu- 
ments; and th« gloomy policy of thefe people 
. foon reduced it to a heap of ruins. Thdre are 
ftill to be feen here the foundations of a citadel, 
erefted by King James the Firft of the Lufxgnans ; 
and the remains of a conventual church, dedicat- 
ed to Su Dominic, in which were buried feveral 
fovereigns ; and, amopg others, Hugo IV. to 
whom Boccace dedicated his book on tl^e genea- 
logy of the gods. 

A nyct named Pedicua ran through tlte ancient 
city : its mouth was near Famagufta ; but in 1 567 
tta cotirfe was changed. At prefent U ia ala^oll 
eatirely dfy ; aotd tte little water feen in in d«rinj , 
winter, refrefhei the neighbouring pUin^. 

The city of Nicofia^ under the family of tht 
Jliufignams, was the refidtnce of tjbe kings, and 
the feat of an arebbifhop. It coataiisbed a great 
many monafteries, three hundrad churches Gfeck 
and Latifi) and a numb^ of palaces and public 
buildingi. 

TrifiBkis, who lived three hundred and twenty, 
d^bt yeara after Jdus Chrift,. was one of its moft 
dEbGEingu^ed hilhops. St. Jerome fpeaks of Mm 
as the moft eloquent man of his age, and a cha^ 
rafter worthy the rdgn of Conftance. He wrote 
a commentary on the Song of Songa, and; federal 
ottber works. 

In the btglnning of the reign of the LuiSgnane^ 
about the year 1212, Innocent III. efcfted Nico» 
fia into an archln&opric, on4he requsft of Alifia, 
vdfe to Hugo the 6rft king of CypruSi 

Huge of Tuicany^ was bifliofv of Kicofia- In 
ijb68: I^ fbunded,. in the netghbourhood of Hfa, 
9 sUma^lefy of r^gdav canooa of &• Auguiiine } 

who 
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who were afttrwards called the iFatners of Nicofia, 
from .the name of the metropqlis of their founder. 

The archbifliop is legate of thie Holy See ; a ti- 
tie granted him by Pope Alexander IV. with per- 
riiiffion to drefs like the cardinals, the hat only 
excepted. V 

In 1560 Pope Pius IV. fliared his right of elec- 
tion to this fee with the republic of Venice } it 
chofe four fubjefts, and the rope one. 

The city of Nicofia^ and a great part of the 
kingdom, was in the fifteenth century in the hands . 
of the Saracens. The king of Cyprus was carried 
prifoner to fegypt ; and though his liberty and his 
crown were both reftored to him, he remained 
tribqt^ry to the conqueror. The Porte having 
afterwards triumphed over the Sultan, the kings 
of Cyprus ceafed to pay tribute to the fovereign of 
Egypt, only to make the fame acknowledgment 
to. the Grand Signior ; and this they continued to 
do till the ifland was taken by the Venetians; 

The year 1570 was fatal to the city of tTicofiav 
and to the whole ifland. Selim II. who then rilled 
the Ottoman empire, projected the conqueft of 
Cyprus. In the month of June of the fame yeary 
Muftapha, the Turkifh ^eheral, entered it^ at the 
head of an hundred thoufand infantry^ and ttri ' 
thoufand horfe. The neighbourhood of l^Jicofia 
was laid wafte with fire and fword ;• and on the 
26th of July a memorable fiege was commenced, 
which continued forty-five days. The inhabitants 
by their valour performed prodigies. They fuf- 
tained five different attacks with uncommori firm- 
nefs J but,^ being ^t length reduced to the greateft 
extremity, the city was taken, by a general affaulr^ 
on Sunday the 9th of September^ Of fifty thou- 
fand people who had retired Within the walls for 
ihelter, twenty thoufand were maffacred, and the 
reft put in irons. 

Vol* h F In 



66 TRAVELS THROUGH 

In coming from the fouthern part of the ifland, 
you enter the city by the Julian gate, at prefent 
called that of Famagufta, This is certainly the 
liiofl: beautiful of the whole three ; and the work- 
manfliip of it would even do honour to our archi- 
' lefts. Some years ago no perfon could enter it on 
horfeback : this prohibition was afterwai^ls annul- 
led in favour of Europeans ; but the Greeks are 
dbliged to difmount, or to give a piece of money 
to the guard. In the interior part of the gate 
there are different coats of arms on each fide, 
among which 1 faw feme that contained a crofs : a 
cifcumftance rather fingular in a country where 
the Turks are at great pains to deftroy even the 
leaft traces of chrrftianity. On the ramparts 
there are different pieces of ordnance ornamented 
with the arms of the republic of Venice. When 
the city was taken, they found in it two hundred 
and fifty cannons : they likewife brought fome 
along with them ; and the reft were fofm^ed of 
the bells of the churches. This numerous artil- 
tery, however, is far frotn being formidable, as it 
is in very bad order. I obferved one of a larger 
bore, which was broke to pieces by orders of the 
bafhaW, who had been gfeatly annoyed by it dur- 
ing the liege : no one but a Turk would have* 
thought of fuch kind of revenge. The gates of 
Paphos and Cerines, which are not yet finiflied, 
are inferior in point of beauty to that of Fama- 
gufta. At the time when Nicofia was attacked by 
3ie Selim, the inhabitants had not finifhed the 
digging of the ditches, and the repairs of the 
walls. 

Between the gate of Famagufta and that of 
Paphos, there arc feveral tombs raifed upon a baf- 
tion; where Soliman, the prefent governor, has 
conftruSed a garden. One of thefe tombs, 
which is exceedingly beautiful, and of the fiheft 

marble, 
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marble, is faid to be that of the officer who firfl: 
planted the Ottoman ftandard on the *walls. 
.On, this fide, the city fuftained feveral affaults. • 

The country around Nicofia is lively and ani- 
tnated. From the top of the ritnparts may be 
feen a great number of hamlets and villages. The 
neareft of thefe ard Caiinachli ; Panocaimachli; 
Palluriotifa, which was formerly within the cir- 
cumference of the city ; St. Marino, from which 
the place was mod vigoroufly attacked ; St. Ve- 
neranda, where a battery was ereSed ; St. Demi- 
tri, near which Muftapha's cavalry were encamp- 
ed ; Tracone, Altalstfla, and fome others, very 
populous and flourifhing. The inhabitants do not 
confine themfelves merely to agriculture; they 
fpin cotton and manufafture cloth, which they 
afterwards fell in the capital. 

The moft beautiful edifice hetef is, without 
doubt, the church of St. Sophia, where the kings 
of Cyprus were formerly crowned. It is built in 
the Gothic ftyle, and confifts of three large naves. 
It contains the tombs of the Liifigrians, and of 
feveral ancient Cypriots and noble Venetians. As 
age has effaced thp infcriptions, they are abfolute- 
ly unintelligible ; and the figures on the ftones are 
' fo much mutilated, that the features of them can-* 
not now be diftinguifhed. 

The choir and the altars were deftroytd when 
the city was taken. This church then became the 
principal mofque ; and Muftapha, the Turkifh ge- 
neral, went to it, for the firft time, to offer up 
thanks to the Almighty on the 1 4th of September, 
1570. On the outfide it is ftill almoft in the fame 
ftate, except that the towers are changed, and the 
coats of arms deftroyed. I was there one Friday 
morning, when the govicrnor paid it a vifit on 
horfeback, accompanied by four or five Turkifh 
F 2 noblemen 
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noblemen on horfeback alfo ; and his whole court 
who followed on foot. ^ 

The church of St. Nicholas is at prefent the be- 
fiften, a kind of hall where all forts of provifions . 
are fold. The principal Turkifli, Greek, and 
Armenian merchants aflemble here to tranfaft 
commercial bufinefs. When 1 beheld a crowd of 
thefe merchants in this ancient temple, I could not 
help refleftiog on the ftrange fucceffion of events, 
which puts conquerors in the place of the con- 
quered; converts^ a church into an exchange; and 
makes an abode of peace, fet apart for prayer and . 
devotion, the centre of all the petty intcrefts of 
mankind. 

Two hundred paces thence, in the middle of a 
fquare, is . the church of St. Catherine, formerly 
a nunn,cry, and at prefent a mofque. The con- 
vent was fufEciently fpacious, but the church is 
ittore magnificent than extenfive. 

The feraglio is the palace of the muhaflil ; over 
. the gate there is the figure of a lion in 'ftone, 
which reprefents the Venetian arms. The en- 
trance is through a large court, around which 
there are various buildings, and at the bottom the 
ftables* This edifice, which was the royal refi- 
dence in the time of the Chriftians,, is built in the 
. Gothic tafte ; but it has experienced fo many 
changes tinder a fucceflion of bafhaws and gover- 
nors, that its original "appearance is almoft deftroy- 
ed. In the neighbouring fquare there is a Turk- 
jfli fountain, that affords excellent / water : the 
water at Nicofia is in general exceedingly good. 

The bazar, or market-place', is extenfive and, 
lively, well fupplied with provifions ; and, above 
all, remarkably clean. 

The middle part of it is occupied by what is 
called here a kan, which is an immenfe court fur- 
roiinded by various apartments. The entrance ta 

it 
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it is through a marble gate;, buUt from the ruins of 
fome ancient edifices, Thif kan was fet apart for 
the- reception of ftrangers by the baihaw Mufafer ; 
who, to defray the expences of conftrufting it, 
impofed a: tax upon the people of tv^o fols per- 
bead. This tribute, moderatp without dpubt, but 
neverthelefs unjuft, coll him his life ; and, though 
the glory of, having been prefent at the conqucft 
of the iflgnd might have faved hitn, the enraged 
multitude cut off his head'. 

The prefent governors, however, have no oc- 
cafion to dl'ead the like feverity ; they may haraft 
the peQple at their eafe ; and' this is one of the 
leaft fjecrct claufes of their treaty. Tllis place is 
called the, Kan of Alaibttes, the greater part of 
the ftrangers who refide in it being from Alaija, 
a city 0f CjM-amania, 

The ruins of the ancient buildings to be feen 
her-e, may give us a faint idea of what this city 
was originally ; and it plainly appears that the 
ftreets were wide enough to difplky th^ magpili'- 
cence of the buildings aiid palaces with which it 
was. embelliflied* This, mode of buildihg has., 
hov/ever, beon neglected*; and thei-e is no\y no 
regular plan. The greater part of the houfes are 
perfeQ? huts,, which, deftroy the charm arifiiig 
from uniformity, and make a ridiculous contrail 
with the fuperb ftruclures that are neai; them. 

In my general view oj? the iflaiid, I hav.e alrea- 
dy mentioned the government of this city, which 
is the refidencc-of the muhaflil, with all hife court; 
and of the. muUah, the fiipreme chief of the 
judges, ©I cadis of the kingdom, t Ihail only 
ada,, that it is the refidence alfo of all thq agas, 
or Turkirti lords ; and of the principal Greek 
and Armenian families, who by their "different 
jempioyjnents depend on the government of Ni- 
tofia* The principal branch of trade here i$ cot- 

tpn 
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ton cloth, vhich is manufaftured in the city, thougI|i 
the greater part of the other manufadures are 
made in the neighbouring villages. The Turkey 
leather of this place has a more brilliant and liv^- 
ly colour than that of Barbary ; and the painte4 
cottons, inftead of lofing their fplendor by being 
wafhed with foap, become more beautiful. The 
dye of the bucaffins * is compofed of a mixture 
ot the root of the boia, and o^ces blood : this red 
colour, ^ell imprinted, never fades. Several 
other produftions of the ifland are collefted at 
Nicofia. Some articles are alfo brought from Ca- 
ramania ; but they are chiefly difpofed of in com^ 
merce through the channel of Larnic, which is 
^the grand magazine and mart for wares of differ- 
ient kinds. 

During my abode in this capital, I had an op- 
portunity of feeing feyeral Turkifh ceremonies ; 
and, amongft others, the circumcifion of four 
children, and the marriage of a great lord. 

The children of the Tnrks are not circumcifed 
till they have attained the tenth year of their age : 
but at their birth a little fait is put into their mouths, 
and a few words are repeated from the Koran ; the 
meaning of which is — '* May the blefEng of thy 
'' exiftence render dear to thee the name of God, 
f' to whom thou oughteft always to give glory.** 
For eight days preceding the ceremony, the fami- 
ly hold a general feftival ; they then indulge in 
every pleafure, and give balls and various orther 
entertainments. All their friends and relations 
are invited ; and every thing announces a fecond 
birth, of more importance than the firft. Whei^ 
the day at length arrives, the child is clothed in 

' ^ ■ ' ■ ' ' ■■ • ' ' ■ ' thq 

• Bucaffins arc a kind of ftuffs gummed and well prcfled. 
Thofe of Smyrna arc ftifFcncd with flpur paftP; and painted nfj 
tcr the Indian manner. T, ' * . '^* 
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the richeft attire. It Is conduftqd through, the 
ftreets of the city^ on a horfe gaudily ornament- 
ed: the ftandard of Mahomet is carried before ; 
the fmgis follow, dancing ; a body of muficians, 
and performers on different inftruments, come af- 
ter; a,nd the proceffion is'clofed by the friends 
and relations. When they arrive at the mofque, 
the people repeat their prayers ; and, having re- 
mounted their horfes, return to the houfe of the 
child's father, where an experienced man cuts the 
prepuce entirely off; after which he holds up his 
hand, and cries out wfth a loud voice — " There 
" is no other God than the true God, and Ma- 
" hornet is his prophet." When this is done, alj 
the afliflants make fome prefent to the young Neo- 
phyte ; and the ceremony is terminated by a grand 
entertainment. 

. The women, inftead, of circumcifion, make 
only profefGon of the faith above mentioned. 

Before I fpeak of the marriages of the Turks, 
I muft fay a few vi^ords concerning their amours. 
it is here altogether impoflible for a lover to have \ 
any intercourfe with his miflrefs ; the women are ^ 
guarded in the ftrifteft manner ; and it would 
even be confidered as a crime were they to be 
found in company with their intended hufband. 
This pleafure they never enjoy till the moment of 
their union. Love, in eaflern climates, exceeds 
all bounds, and has in it fomething of madnefs^ 
extravagance, and folly. A lover who wifhes to 
convin<!e his miftrefs with vsrhat raptures ihe in- 
fpires him, paffes and repafles twenty times a day 
before her windows ; fings amorous fong?i ; and 
holds in his hand a poniard, which he brandiflie? 
in a thoufand different forms. Soon after, he ap- 
plies the point to his arm or breaft ; makes a fmall 
incifion } and draws back the weapon in fuch a 

manner, 
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panper, that tlyls flight pun^ur? b^comps. a pret- 
ty large wo^nd. Ii the farr redufe is not near 
enough to obferye thefe bloody declarations of 
his paflion, he hopes to be able pn^ day to: (hew 
ber his fears. The Greeks themfelves, fetvile 
imitators oif the. Turks, are not altogether exempt 
,from thefe follies. It would be very curious to 
fee the return which the women make to thefe 
fmgular teftimonies. Theirs, no doubt, are 
cquaHy ridiculous ; but they are not obferyed. 
, The Turks may take three kinds of wives, with 
whom they are permitted to live, anc} who are 
each diftinguiihed by a particular name. Th^y 
have hijWfuT wives, chebins, and flayes. Th(?y 
marry the firft, cohabit with the fecond on 

giving them a certain allowance^ and purchafe the 
lird. " .' ' 

They never fee their fpoufes, or lawful wives, 
but on the day of their. mai;riage: they are al- 
lowed four, whom, they mfiy marry at the f^me 
time, and. keep in their houfes. The cadi, who 
in fuch cafes difchajges the office of notary, re- 
gifters the cpntrajft ; iand one of the principal 
claufes al^ys is, to affign the woman a certain 
fettlement, though (he often brings with her a very 
fmall dowry. The hufband then mounts on horfe- 
back } and, accompanied by his friends and relir 
tions, goes to the mofque ; where, after he has 
offered up a prayer, the iman bl^ffe^ and confirms 
the contracfc.; 

Tb^fe preliminaries here form a, part of the di- 
vine law. The new-married M^oman is then eon- 
" Px f» ,. • - ■. /»' • " _ " . • . • . 

dudted to the: houfe of her hufband ; and the lat- 
ter, on hi^ return frpni thi^ mofque, takes off the 
veil with which her head wa$ covered.: by this 
giving her to underfl^nd,, that in the like manner 
|ie wm ftrip her of that modefty which is peculiar 

"' ■ ■ ■' '■■■■-■■«- 
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to h^t fex;^ When this is doae, he fuffers her to 
partake of fome refreitbinent, and to amufe herfelf 
with the women^ while he does the fame with his 
friends ; and in: the evening they both retire tp 
their apartmient. 

With the chebins th^y axe not under the iiece£- 
fity of obferving fo maay fbrnjalities :. they only 
go before a jadge, and e^ter into a fim^ple. coa- 
traft, in. which ar:e mentioned the. time that, the 
chebin is to remain, in tb^ fervixre of the man^ the 
fum that he i^ to. pay her^ and bis obligation to 
maintain all the children whofe. legitimacy and 
right of fucceflion are fully acknowledged, - 

The number of flaves that a. m?m may k«ep is 
not limited': be may pt^oportion it to, the fi^ei of 
his habitation,, and the exteni: of his fortune j 
and he enters, into no farther contract than that of 
the purchafe. The childrea are maintained, by the 
father ; but if he does not mention, them in. his 
will, aivd exprefsly fpecify what he means to lea.ve 
them, they have no legal claims and mwfl: cruft to 
the generofity of the real heir* 

When a Turk is tired of his lawful wifej, he 
has no occafion to convi<^ her of aay fault to pro- 
cure a divorce ; but he is obliged to allow her the 
fettlement fUpulated m the contract,, and to give 
her back her. dowry.. Should he,, however, have 
any j^ft caufi? for being, difpleafed with her, and 
if he fues for a feparation in confequence of fome 
crime, his obligationsi are void,, and. he difmiffes 
her with ignominy^ In. both cafes the children 
muft be provided for by th^ huiband. The woman 
cannot enter into any new. engagement till four 
months after the divorce. The intention of this 
regulation is, thati it may be known in: that time 
whether fhe be with. child or not: for, if fheis, ffie 
pauft liv£ fingle till (he is delivered ; and then the 
^""■'M is committed to the care of the real father. 

If 
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If the two parties,^ after a divorce, wifli to 
come together again, it is abfolutely neceflary 
that the woman (hould have been previoufly mar- 
ried to another. She then has liberty to return, 
provided the fecond hufband .does not wi(h * to de- 
tain her. In moft cafes of this kind, the firft huf- 
band takes care to get fome friend to efpoufe the 
divorced woman, which removes every obftacle, 
and renders the union eafy. Women in Turkey' 
cannot obtain a divorce without fome reafon af- 
figned. They are authorifed to demand one, when 
the hufband fuffers them to want food ; when he 
does not admit them to his bed at leaft once in 
eight' days ; and when he refufes them money to 
go to the bath. The hufband is then obliged to 
Separate from his wife,, to reflore her dowry, and 
' to take care of the children. A woman may alfo 
demand a divorce if her hufband becomes mipo- 
tent. When this is the cafe, fhe goes before the 
judge, takes off her flipper, and turning it, places 
it before him. She has no ocpafion to make any 
other complaint : the hulband is feized ; anJ, af- 
ter being baftinadoed on the foles of his feet, is fe- 
parated from his wife without any farther for- 
mality. 

To all female flaves, a feparatioh of this kind is 
forbidden : want of food alone can entitle them to 
fue for it ; and in that cafe they arc immediately 
fold to another. , 

Though marriages are contrafted in various 
ways in Turkey, and though there is a very great - 
diflindion between the women, they are in gene- 
ral all flaves in the' Levant. Several caufes concur 
to promote this degradation of the mofl beautiful 
part of the human fpecies. Montefquieu menti- 
ens many of them ; and I fhall terminate this 
chapter with his own words, which may be ap- 

plie4 
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plied as well to the wom^n of the Levant as to! 

thofe of the fouth, whoi^ this great man had then! 

an view. *' Women/' fays he, " in warm cli- 1 
mates, are marriageable at the age of eight, \ 
niiie or ten. Infancy and marriage, therefore, i 
go almbft always together, and women become i 
old at twenty. Reafon then, and beauty, are \ 
in them never found together ; when beauty \ 
wiflies for fway, xeafon refuses it ; and when I 
reafon might obtain it, beauty is no more. Wo- f 
men ought" to be dependent ; for reafon cannot. | 
procure them in old age a power that beauty did | 

/* jiot give them even in youth/* / 
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CHAP. VIL 



ROUTE FROM! NICOSIA TO THB. TOWN OF 
C£R1N£€. 

V/N departingjfrom Nicofia you travel for a very 
confiderabl'e fpacc, as one may fay, amidfl: tombs. 
The Turks have erefted a great' many tb the me- 
mory of their countrymen on this delightful and 
melancholy road. They are all of the moft beau- 
tiful white marble, and are ornamented with co- 
lumns. " Th? ruins of the ancient edifices at Nico- 
fia have in general fupplied materials for con- 
ftrufting thefe monuments ; and a majeftic fim- 
. plkity reigns throughout the whole. The afhes 
/ which they contain,' and not the embellifhitients of 
f art, render tombs interefting to a fenfible mind ; 
I and the urn of Socrates, were it even of clay, is 
I undoubtedly preferable to the moft pompous mau- 
\ foleum with all . its funeral decorations. Aftef 
travelling an hour and a hal^n the plain, I fell in 
with two arms of the river Pedicus, which I crof- 
fed by two ftone bridges, exceedingly well built. 
The ftreams below roll over a bed covered* with 
fmall pebbles of red jafper, which may be eafily 
perceived through the clear and limpid water. 

I amved afterwards at the village of Dicomos, 
where I obferved nothing worthy of notice, ex- 
cept the fup&A habitation of a Turkifli nobleman, 
and a great many groves of the mulberry tree. 
!From this village may be feen, in the environs, a 
^hain of hamlets, that give life to the neighbourr 

ing 
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ing country, the prbcipal produclions of which are 
cotton and mulberry, trees. 

Purfuing my way, I at length reached the bot- 
tom ^f thofe mountains which traverfe the ifland 
from eift to weft. All the roads here are fteep and 
difficult. The moft commodious paffage is gene- 
rally called the Bogas : it is a fmall opening be- 
tween two hills ; and the path is fonietimes fo nar- 
row as to admit of only one perfon, and fojne- 
' limes fo broad as to receive ra . wheel-carriage. 
When you arrive at the top of the mountaio, 
however, you forget all your paft labour. The 
profpe£t here is delightful : you have a full view of 
thefea of Caramania, and of all the ncrrthern iide 
of the ifland 5 while a i^oft beaaitiful fcy, and a 
ferene atmofpbcre, which conceals bo objefl: from 
the fight, ami in no manner obfcures ihe immen- 
fity of the horizon, aidds to the. enchantment of.dbe 
fcene. In defcemddng the mountain on the other 
fide, I entered a valley, interfered by rivulets, 
and enamelled with flowers of that kind which we 
are at fo much trouble to rear in our gardens. 
At the bottom of the valley, 1 obferved the re- 
mains of fome walls, which the inhabitants cottfi- 
der as ancient fortifications : but in this they are 
undoubtedly deceivaj^ ; for, as mountains hang 
over tbetn on every ude, they were better fituated 
to be attacked than to be defended; Thefe ruins, 
in my opinion, appear rather to be thofe of mills : 
they are not the only objects of the kind that I have 
feen in fuch places. AH thefe mountains are co- 
vered with flirubs, buflies, and underwood. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



OF THE TOWN AND CASTLE OF CTERINES. 

1 H E village and citadel of Cerlnes are fituatetf 
at the diftance of twenty miles from the capitaL 
This village is far from being populous. The 
Greek fchifmatics, the only people of the kind at 
prefent in the kingdom, have here an epifcopal 
church, and the Turks a mofqiie. , The govern- 
hient confifts of a commiffary and a judge. The 
country around is the moll fertile in the ifland ; 
and the inhabitants are almofl all ehgaged in agri- 

• culture. The fprings which iffue from the bofom 
of the earth, contribute greatly towards its fecun- 
dity. Its principal produftions are barley, filk, 

xrottqn, oil, and carob beans. Part of thefe are 
confumed on the fpot : the reft are exported in a 
number of veffels to Alexandria. , ^ 

Cerines was ranked amongft the number of ci- 
ties in. the time of the orthodox Greek bifliops. 
The moft diftinguifhed of tnefe was St. Theodotus. 
That intrepid defender of religion lived under the 
emperor Licinius, and was treated by him iiv a ve- 

.ry harlh manner. 

Cyrus the Great, fays Lufignan, having tri- 
umphed over "the nine fovereigns who had divided 
the kingdom amongft them, laid the foundations 
of Cerines.' " Xenophon fpeaks of this prince's vic- 
tory, yet makes no mention of his building this • 
city : neverthelefs the ruins of edifices, and the 

.remains of walls, which are certainly of very re- 
mote antiquity, are ftill to be feen in the neigh- 
bourhoods 
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bourhood. ' Towards the weft there are a great 
many grottos, the mouths of which feem to be cut 
out with the chifel. I remarked among them feve- 
ral vaults, which the natives call the fepulchres of 
the gentiles. Two hundred paces thence, are the 
tjuarries from which thofe ftone§ were taken, that 
ferved not fo much for conftrufting the ancient 
city as the citadel. 

The citadel of Cermes is built on an immenfe 
rock, near th^ fea-fhore. It is as ancient as the 
town ; but it was fortified and enlarged by the 
Lufignans. The entrance of it is forbid to Euro-* 
peans ; and the reftlefs jealoufy of the Turks never' 
fuffers them even to approach its walls : but by a 
fpecial favour I had the liberty of viewing them,, 
and of defcending into the fofle by which they are 
furrounded. This fortrefs is in better repair than 
any I ever faw in pofleffion of the Turks/ A few 
years ago, however, it was bombarded by the ba- 
fhaw Kior Mahomed, becaufe the garrifon had ex- 
pelled fome rebels who fled thither for fhelter. 

I find the following defcription of it in a manu- 
fcript of the fixteei;ith century :— " This citadel is 
*' of an oblong form; and has three hollow tur- 
" rets, weak and narrow. In the fourth angle is 
" a. baftion, badly contrived, and incapable of 
" making a vigorous refiftance. The ditch is 
" twenty- one paces in breadth, and three hundred 
*' and fixty in, circumference. The wall by which 
^' it is furrounded is fix paces thick at the bottom, 
*' four at the top, and above fixteen in height/' 
The fituation of, this citadel is very unfavourable; 
as it is furrounded by mountains, which are dif- 
tant from it only a mile and a half. King 
James, however, natural fon of King John, was 
not able to take it, though he befieged it two 
years, and during that time mad^ feveral aflaults 
. againft it : nor did he get poflfeflion of it till 1462, 

by 



8o TRAVELS THROUGH 

by the treachery of Sor de Naves, who held the 
command of it from queen Charlotte, the lawful 
hcirefs to the kingdom of Cyprus. 

This fugitive queen, on the loth of November 
1461, fays one of our hiftoriaiis, made her entry 
into Florence, where (he was received by Alexander 
Machiavel, who was then chief magiftrate. From 
Florence (he repaited to Rome, to implore the af- 
fiftance of the Pope againft James, her' natural 
brother, who, fupported by all the forces of the 
fultan of Egypt, had ufurped a throne that did 
not belong to him ; and, befides this, kept Lewis 
of Savoy, her hu(band,'clofely blockaded in the 
fort of Nicofia. The^ republic received, with much 
cordiality, this unfortunate queen, and endeavour- 
ed to make her forget her misfortunes. During 
her abode at Florence, fhe often went to vifit the 
torhb of cardinal de Lifbonne, brother to her firft 
hufband j and the view of his alflies, no doubt, af- 
forded her more confolation than all the marks of 
honour paid to her by the republic. 

The abbe Macati, in his Chronological Hiftory 
of Florence, adds, that this queen was received in 
the houfe of Cofmo of Medicis, the father of his 
country, where fhe was treated with every atten- 
' tion due to her rank, and much more to her mis- 
fortunes. 

In 1570, the citadel of Cerines furrendered 
without refiftance to the viQorious arms of Selim. 
The Venetians formerly placed here a governor 
and a captain, with a company of fifty men. At 
prefcnt it is occupied by a fimple difdaer. 

Great part of the artillery bear the arms. of the 
republic of Venice. I have been told that it con- 
tains fome very beautiful culverins. Towards the 
lea there are feveral cannons placed level with the 
watef. 

As the extent of the empire does not permit the 
Grand Signior to govern it entirely by himfelf^ he 

i^ 
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h obliged to (depend upon bafliaws, vfho havehere 
the fame authority as the proqonfuls of ancient 
Rome. To guard againft the rebellion of thefe 
viceroys, he will not fuffer thofe fortifications to 
be repaired which are at a diftance from the capi- 
tal. The greater part of the citadels are abfolute- 
ly unprovided with (lores and ammunition ; and 
this' prevents his fubjeds from entertaining any 
' idea of revolt. An infurre£tion of thi$ kind hap« 
pened, however, in the fort of Cerines. The dif« 
daer finding it well fupplied with provifions, de- 
fended himfelf there for three months, in the 
year 1765, at the head of a party of rebels ; and 
it was found necefiary to fend a bafhaw and fo- 
reign troops to reduce him to obedience. This 
fort at prefent is decaying in every part. It is faid 
that the fultan ordered it to be demoliflied ; biit 
this has not yet taken place. 

Clofe to the citadel is a harbour, or rather bay, . 
which is fcarcely capable of containing two or three 
veiTels. All thofe who are going to, or coming 
from, Caramania^ embark nere. The diftance, 
which is only feven or eight leagues, afibrds gre;at 
advantages to the inhabitants. As letters frot^L 
Conftantinople, and from different parts of Eli- 
rope, are conveyed to them by this route in a ve- 
ry (hort time, two French packet-boats have been 
eftabliflxed for th?it purpofe. Veffels that come to 
this port, to take in cargoes of carob beans, keep 
at the diftance of three miles from the fhore : as 
the roads are bad, it is dangerous to enter them 
except in fummer. The coaft bf Caramania may 
be feen here from the fea (hore ; and in the night 
time one can plainly diftinguifh the fires made by 
pafiengers, as a fignal to the packet boats, when 
they happen to be both at the ifland. 

At a little diftance from the town, towards the 
weft, is a Greek church, which contains the 

Vol. I. G tomb 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE HJONASTERY OF I^APASI^* 

1: 0. gafrom Cdrifiafr tothrmo^iaftery of \Lapaf>s^ 
onemuft keep to .the^ eiaft, and travcrfe a plain five 
miles in->l«i^h. Thofe howev^er who perfbrm 
thirjopraey, regret that it is not longer; for the 
jfielck here^arc the moft fertile and pleafant in the- 
iikhd. Therichnefs of>tteir produftions^ a vari- 
ety of ftiuit and' other trees, hills covered with ajrv 
eternaLverdure^ a ctiatniing laaidfcape^ a thoufond 
d^ghftful profpeiEbs^ the atmoiphere impregnated 
with thfc- pureft perfumes, and' a multitude; of 
jprings and rivulets~— all concur to render this- 
cdaft a perfeS-paradife. One cannot traV^i over^ 
it -witheut' indulging inthe fweeteffe rev€ries9 and 
iiglfifig for fuck a folhude ; and more than^ one 
truveti^ihas doubtlefs- envied' the fmalleft of^ the^ 
cottages^ feenbere, and wiflied to live in the bo^ 
fom of Nature with his family^. * » 

By this delightful 'route you arrive- at the mo* 
nailery (ituated towards the noribern mountains-. 

It 
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It- IS an- abfeey of 'die I^umilies *, calFed L^pafisj* at 
^ pr^dSsnl feelipais, arld^ ^y tlie Italialris Belpdefe\ a 
name wlikV.i's. well^fultect to its natural (ituatiom 
It' is built oh .the dec/iviify of a hill, whicb. com- 
mands/ an admirable pYorpeQ^.-, Abo vie it- are other 
lifde' hills, cbvefe'dv/imgrovesof trees and (Hrubs;- 
arid die plain- below, which extends as^ far as the 
fea^. ad^ds^ftill to the beauty of its fituation. 

* .Towards the eafli land weft tbe view is equally - 
cKaimliig^ arid includes, befides the fea, tlie coafl' 
Ckrarriiariia. This abbey was built by Hugo lit 
of fhe Lufignans, who granted itfeveral privileges. 
Airiprig others, the fiiperior, when he mounted on . 
horfeback,- had the privilege' of wearing a fword 
arid gilt fpurs, after the mariner of the knights of* 
the kingdom. , . , 

It was fubjeSed to a fecular ^cclefiaftic in the 
reign of kiiig James. At ttie' taking of tfie citadel 
of Cerines,' this abbey' was deftroyed ; and the 
deplorable ruihsof iis vaft buildilig are ftill to be 
feeh. Among thefe remains is a moft beautiful 
cloifter, furrbundecf by elgjiteen pillars of the Co- 
rinthiari order. Oh the left, as you enter, you 
find a gate, on which are carved out the arms of 
the Lufignaris ;. and-wlii'ch condufts to a refeftory, 
ninety feet in lengthy aad'thirty-two in breadth: 
the arched' rdof is fupported by feven columns; 
and to the north are fix large windows, which 
render it exceedingly jpleafaiit. - The fmall choir 
where thefe g<)od monks performed their religious 
exercifes, is ftillentire : the way to it is by a com- 
modious ftair-cafe, formed in the thicknefs of the 
wall. 

On going out of the refeftoryj you obferve^ un- 
der the firft arcade of the cloifter, oppofite to the 

G 2 gate, 

A* Tlnsrefrgiow order of Italf wtrrat -firft called the Bedttns ; 
btit 111 Ac thirteenth century they took the name of the Humilits^ 
under the condu^ of St. John de Mela. T. 
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gate, two Mj^e fepulchral urns of white marble,, 
the workmanmip of the ancient Romans. One of 
them, fmooth and well poliflied, (lands helow the 
other, and receives the water which falls from that 
above, and no doubt was the fountain of the re« 
feftory. This urn of the pureft white marble, is 
all of one piece, though it is nearly fix feet in 
length, and three or four in depth. It is furround*- 
cd by a feftoon of flowers and fruits, which begins 
between the horns of an ox's head. Four iheep's^ 
beads ferve it as a handle, the fore part of which 
reds upon the hands of a child in bas relief. In 
the fpaces left by the windings of the feftoon, are 
the figures of a lion's head looking full towards 
you. In all, there are fix of them : the largeft 

\ A^ fquares contain two, and the fmalleft one. 

• At Baruth I faw, in the ruins of the ancient city, 

an urn of the like kind ; with this difference, 
howiever, that it had four eagles on the corners ; 
and on the fore part a crown, from which^pro- 
ceeded a feftoon, that went round it with a ferpen- 
line courfe, and ended between the horns of an 
ox's head. The urn of Lapafis iss without a cover ; 
that of Baruth has one of a triangular form, with 
laurel leaves placed upon it like the fcales of 
a fifh. Under the refeftory is a large fubterra- 
nean building, fixty feet in length, and thirty- 
"two in breadth ; the arch of which is fupport* 
ed by two pillars placed in the middle. This 
kind of grotto, fituated on the declivity of the hill, 
has a large mouth towards the north, and ano* 
ther towards the weft ; which the earth, that is 
conftantly crumbling down, will foon entirely 
fill up. 

' This monaftery has hitherto triumphed over the 

unit'ed efforts of men and time, that have confpir- 

, ed to deftroy it. The arched paffage already 

mentioned,^ tne workmanlQiip of which is indee^ 

. more 
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more modern, is perfefUy entire. Thefe ruins at 
prefent afford^lhelter to fliepherds and their flocks, 
when furpriled by a ftorm. 

The church is ftill in its ancient ftate. In the 
entrance, under the veftibule fupported by four, 
columns, are two arches of marble, with the arm^ 
of the family of the Lufigfians. That neare(][ the 
door contained the aihes of Hugo III. who, as I 
have already faid, was the founder of the abbey. 

This prince, by a number 6f illuftrious anions, 
merited the name of Great ; and it was under this 
title that St. Thomas Aquinas dedicated to him his 
book De Regimine Principum. In this church, 
which was appropriated for the ufe of the Greeks, 
there are feveral paintings ftill in good prefervation. 
Four enormous ftone pillars, formed of various 
pieces, fupport the roof, and divide it into three 
naves : it is fixty feet in length, and forty-fix in 
breadth. At a little diftance from this monaf* 
tery is the village of Cafaphane, where I found the 
bed water I ever tafted in the ifland of Cyprus. 
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After quU^mg the njpwftcry of L^p^fis., I 
went to fee that of St. Cbryfoilom, ^tuated ujidex 
the caftle of BuiFavent. in cny way tfcitber, I wajs 
obliged to climb the mouataias on tjbie north, by 
very fteep ^nd difficult paths ; gin<J? lofmg fight of 
the fea qf Cat-amania, to gdvanoe towards the eaft. 
After travelling fo^ne time, I feU iu with th.e vil- 
lage of Sicorudi, which appeared to me to b^ pg- 
' j)ulous, and in a well-cultivated neighbourhood > 
and that of Vuoa, or of St. Romain, thfC inhabi- 
tants of jvhich are almoft all Moroni tjes. Fra«n 
thence I continued my journey ; and arrived at 
length at the monaftery of St. Chryfoftom, which 
is occupied by Greek hionks of the ordqr of St. 
Bafil. 

The origin of this monaftery is as old as the firft 
Chriftian emperors. As the building of the church 
appeared to me to be much more modern, one of 
the monks told me that it was built a long time af- 
ter, by a noble Cypriot, who had befides greatly 
contributed towards the embellifhment of their 
folitude. 

This church, which is fmall, is paved with mar- 
ble fifid painted after the manner of the Greeks, 
Under fhe portico is a Sepulchral ftone, where 
thefe monks keep a lamp continually burning, and 
where their founder was buried. Clofe to her afc 
two favourite flaves, whom ihe wifhed to be laid 

in 
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in the fame tomb, but di grirfitucJe Yoi* fh6 te'rviqes 
they had fehdfered to her, afid pafticularly \h tier 
laft moments. ¥lear this church is ah ancient 
chapel, which fefves it pfeferit as a plkceof (hetter 
, for animals. 

If "this raionafteiy .does not difplay iliat fnagnifi- 
cence which is uTiiallyfefeh in edifices of this kin(J, 
it has at leaft all fhe advantages of cohveiiiehc'e. 
Situated on the declivity of a mountain, it com- 
mands a view of all the ^laih of Nicofia, ah^ of ife 
environs, fo covered with vilkeesahd haihlets/thsit 
the hafties of theih alone would fiH whole pages. 

' There are here generally ten bt twelve monks, 
whom the. Greeks name Caloirs, and wlio are all 
under the immediate auttlority of a fup^rior. I'hefe 
monks, who are a mixture of the orders of Si. 
Bafil, St. Elias, and St. Marcel, make a vow di 
poverty, chaftity, and obedience. They eat no 
flefh, and lead a vei*y auffere life. 

Travellers hever leave St. t^^ryfoftom without 
going to fee the ruins of the caffle of BuAavent, 
fituated on the fummit of the hortherh mounlaihs. 

That. fide of th'e mbuntaiii^ upoft which the caTllfe 
ftands, is diftant from St. Chryfbftpm atVouf ten 
jniles : the way to it is by a prefty fteep declivity. 
From the bottom of the mountain 1 beheld with 
difcouragement that elevated fummit, which it ap- 
peared inipotfibl? for me to reach ; but after en- 
countering a variety of dangers, in fcrambling up 
with my hands and feet, in narrow, fteep, a;id 
flippery paths, at the end of ah hour and a h>ilf I 
arrived at the ruins of this ancient caftle, deftroyed 
by the Venetians. A pretty ftrong citadel, which 
is fo large that it contains upwards of an hundred 
apartmei^s, built upon inacceffible mountains, 
appeared to me a prodigy of art : one would be 
alnwfl: tempted to believe that it was the work of 
enchantment. I cannot conceive how the water 

neceflary 



88 TRAVELS THROUGH 

necefl&ry for conftru^ing this wonderful edifice^ 
was conveyed thither. I obferved, it is true, fe- 
veral cifterns, which were doubtlefs forced to re- 
ceive the rain water ufed by tl)e workmen ; but 
when we confider how feldom it rains in this coun* 
try, .we muit allow that (hefe cifterns could not 
have been of great utility. However that may be, 
this fort was built by tne fame lady whp ereded 
the church of St. Chryfoftom, in order to be a 
place of refuge from the perfecutions of the Tem- 
plars. Thefe knights governed this ifland for the 
ipacc of a year ; but their tyranny having mad? 
the natives take up arms agamft them, they were 
under the neceffity of reftoring it to Richard king 
of England, who had fold it to them for an hun- 
dred thoufand gold ducats, whi$b ths^t monarch 
refunded. 

From the top of this caftle one |ias a view of 
almoft the whole extent of the ifland, and of the fea 
by which it is fyrrounded. The prpfpeft, how- 
ever, is interrupted on one fide by Moun| Ply"^- 
pus ; from which ^ay be feen, not only all the 
parts of the kingdom, b)it alJTo the |nountai|is of 
Garamania,, and thofe of Syria, w^iich I judged \o 
be no others than Mount Lebanon. ^ 

The defcent from this mountain is as. fatiguing 
as the afcent. It is remarkably fteep ; and I was 
nearly an hour befpre I arrived at the bottom, 
where I faw the remains of feveral edifices. ThQ 
Cypriots fay that ^here was formerly a 4elij 
garden there, called Paradife. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE VIL|-4GE QF CTTHEItA- 

IxAVING defcendcd the fides of feme barrca 
hills, at the diflauce of- five miles from St. Chry- 
foftom, to the eaft, 1 found the village of Cythera* . 
It is fituated at the bottom of Mount Penda^SkyU 
which forms part of the northern ridge ; and i« fo 
palled fromfive large copperfingers, that theinhabi- 
tants fay were placed there to defend them from the 
violent north winds. It would appear that the fuper- 
ftitious natives had taken this trouble to very littk 
purpofe ; for thefe fingers are no longer to be feen. 
Without attempting to explain the motives which 
induced them to ere^ this coloffal hand, I (hall 
only obferve that king James, being in abfolut^. 
want of fpecie, converted it into money, as weH 
^ all the bathing vefiels in the kingdom. 

Cythera is a collection of cottages, fituated at a 
fmall diftance one from the other ; and ic abounds 
with mulberry trees, which all together form, a« 
one may fay, a complete foreft. The furrounding 
fields are as fertile as any part of fhe ifiwd : their 
principal produdions are filk and cotton. They 
are watered on the north fide of the village, by 
the rivulet of Cephalofifa, the fources of which 
proceed from three different (prings ; and in fudi 
abundance, that at fome diftance from the fpot 
where they iffue from the ground, they turn one 
of the mills of the country. I obferved a great 
number of them ; and their utility extends even to 
^lie city of Nicofia# Thefe waters were formerly 

conveyed 
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conveyed to Salamis ; and one may flill fee the re- 
mains of thofe aquedufts by which they were dif- 
tributed tjiroughout the different quarters of that 
ruined city. 

The Cypriots are very fond of this place ; it iJj 
their favourite promenade, and the general ren- 
dezvous of all the neighbouring people. The moll 
delightful fpot, in their opinion, is that which is 
moft abundant in water ; and indeed it mufl be 
allowed that nothing can fo much embellifh rural 
icenes, or give them fuch animation and frefhnds, 
as the vicinity of a riven This tafte, befidcS, is 
fluted to the nature of their climate : a trifling at- 
mcrfphere^ and a fcorching fun,, mufl make tiieiti 
feekfor cool and moift places ; and their fondiitffs 
for water increafes with the want and the difficulty 
of procuring that ei^oyment. Gythet^ prdents 
nothing elfe remarkable. But we muft not cour 
found this village with the ancient city of Cythera, 
confecrated to Venus, and fituated between Pa- 
pbos and LimaiToL The village of which I here 
fpeak, was formerly a city called Citri : the Euro- 
peans give it the naHie of Cytbera, and the Greeks 
that, of Cirga/ From the fpring where the foreft 
of mulberry trees begins, to the plain by which it is 
terminated^ the diflance is about two fi^fks. 
, On* departing frosa Cythera, you pafs the vil-. 
kge of Pallccciatro, aaid afterwards enter the !arge 
plain of MelSiiea. llalis plain eontaiils a' hHsYnbet 
of inhabited or defcrted villages: tiiie fields siJie. 
rich and vajriegaicd , and produce wheat, barley, 
a&d cotm». hi travel fing it you often meet with 
th;e remains of atpicduflts which c^imveye'd watet 
to Saliami* ; but they have finffered fo liruch from 
4biPr haaid' of timeV that an igndraiit traveler ca*n- 
not difcover what they were. 

At'tb^ diftdiice of lYmtj malcis froi*^ Cytlerk 
.fland« the cky of iPamaguflaji ^-hiih iife^nett 
defcrib^ 
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«P THfi eiTY OF FAMA«USTA. 

X ^£ city of Famagufta *wa§ formerly called Ax- 
iinoe, from fi^ wwe of the ftfter of Ptolemy Phi- 
ladelphus, who laid the fbuiuiatioa of u. The 
xi?une of Famagufla x:oafces Qfi^iuaJiy (iQxa A190- 
cufta, which iiguiiies built iu th^fi^nd^ aad wi>« 

tWeja it on a<;cq)u^ of ti^e thia iauiy earth that 
arroiuads it, 
Thi$ city is iituated on the eaftern^oaft of the 
ifland. Oiie ^luft approach very near before it can 
be perceived, and even then nothing is feen but 
the fummits of the houfes ; for a^ the neighbour- 
ing ground forms a very long declivity, the high- 
^ ridge of it is on a level with the xnci^ elevated 
parts of the city. 

It is built on a rpck, and is two milos in circufia- 
ference* The walls are thick, fttongly built, a^ftd 
flat, on the top. They are furroanded by a deep 
ditch, cut oiit of the foUd rock; and are flanked 
by twelve enormous towers, the fides of which are 
four paces in thicknef^s, and inclcie a circle five 
paces in diameter. In th^ interior part of the city 
there is a pharos, three baftions, and a rampart ; 
with a battery confifting'of two rows of cann<>n j 
and ^klib a citadel. . 

Thi$ city, fortified in 1 195 by Guy de Lufig- 
nan, incre^fed iUU in the buds of the Genaefe, 
who poffeffed it for near a century j itt tkofe ^f 
James the bajttajxi j asid Jaftly ia thqJGr ctf the Ve- 
9«tiaii^ 

\ It 
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It has two draw-bridges ; one towards the land 
fide, and another towards the fea : the latter con- 
duflts to the harbour, which is-axtreniely narrow,' 
and is fliut every evening by a chain fixed to one 
of the ends of the pier. 

The entrance of it is forbid, except to unloaded 
veflets. This prohibition, however^ is owing not 
to the (hallownefs of the water, but to the bafon 
being in a great meafure filled up. On the eait, 
it is defended by a chain of rocks, which prevent 
the fea from entering it with impetuofity ; and on 
this account it affords a very fafe Ihelter to Ihips : 
captains therefore generally bring their veffels into 
this harbour to be hove down and refitted.^ 

It was at Famagufta that the Lufignans caufed 
themfelves to be crowned kings of Jerufalem. 
This cuftom continued till the city was taken by 
the Genoefe ; after which they inftalled themfelves 
fovereigns, both of Cyprus and Jerufalem, in the 
cathedral of Nicofia. 

Tlie Genoefe took poffeffion of Famagufta in 
the fourteenth century, in the time pf king Pierin, 
whofe fucceflbr king James gave it freely up-^to 
them, with the territories around to. the aiftance 
of fix miles, to be governed according to their own 
laws. In the fifteenth century, James the Baftard 
took it, after a fiege of three years ; and one of 
the articles of the papitulation was, that the Geno- 
efe laws fhould be prefer ved. \ 

In 1490, the ifland again fell into the hands of 
the Venetians. Famagufta was then governed by 
' a ijoble Venetis^n, who was in fome meafure a mi- 
mfter plenipotentiary. The citadel, in time of 
peace,, had two governors ; and a garrifon of five 
hundred foldiers, under the command of four fu- 
perior officers. 

The bafhaw M uftapha, iJelin^'s general, on the 
a4thof July isyof fent a detachment offivehun- 

drcd 



CYPRUS. 93 

dred cavalry under the walls of Famagufta, to cut 
off the inhabitants from proviiions, and to prevent 
any auxiliarii^s from being thrown into the place. 
Having made himfelf malter of Nicofia, which he 
had befieged, he fummoned the governor of Fa- 
magufta, to deliver up the keys of the city, and 
the citadel ; but the only meflage fent back was, 
that he might advance to the ramparts with all his , 
forces, and he fhould there receive anfwer from 
his cannon. 

On the 1 8th of September, the fame year, Muf- 
tapha led his troops before Famagufta ; and en- 
camped on the weu, at the village of Adam's Ap* 
pie. The fiege was opened on the 23d ; and on 
the firfl of Oftober the affailants began to batter in 
breach. 

In the month of April 1571, he approached 
the walls, and encamped in the gardens near Fa- 
magufta. The governor was the brave Mark An- 
thony Bragadin ; and this place, which may be 
truly called the key of the kingdom, was defend- 
ed by feveral gentlemeh of approved valour. There 
were then in Famagufta eight thoufand* fouls, and 
four thoufand in a condition to bear arms. 

Thisrefolute band fuftained fix terrible aflaults, 
and oppofed the united force of the Ottoman em- 
pire. But they were overpowered by numbers :. 
and on the. firft of Auguft, 1571, the city furren- 
dered on honourable conditions j which the perfi- 
dious Muftapha violated, without Ihame, in defi* 
ance of the moft facred rights. 

On the 4th of Auguft the intrepid commander 
went to Muftapha's tent, to deliver to him the 
keys of the city, to take leave of him, and to eva- 
cuate the ifland according to the articles of the ca* 
pitulation. . Bragadin was accompanied by Eftor- 
Baillon, colonel of the troops, and other officers 
and captains. The bafliaw teftified the greateft 

defire 
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defireto feetftmt ; bttt Itacrcefy W6« they gpt int^ 
hi^prefence, wherf, hrflead.of rfeffdleYmg nom^gc ' 
to their valiMir, tftef decdrfar NTuftapha forged. ^ 
mcft odiotas lye, aitd'accdufrd th'em* of having killedt 
during the truce a great numbcf of IVfehdmetans* . 
Under thisf' pretettce^ he caufed all theoflicfers and 
nabicmen that attemled fir^adin to be butchered 
without mercy ; awd the* governor himfeif, after 
being fhamefuHy motiiated, >^as condemned to 
the public works. 

^ On the fevcnthr of the fame m'dnth Uluftapha en- 
tered Famagufta ; where he' caufed' Tiepolo, the 
governof of Pkphos; wHom Ragadin had left- 
there to fettle matters' after his dfeparture, to be 
hanged. 

^ At length, on the 17th of Auguft, Bragadin, 
after fuffering a great many infult's and outrages,. 
In* which he difpliiyed great her:o!inl, was flayed 
aliv« ; his- fkin was then ftuflfed' with fir aw, his b"o- 
dy was torn to pieces; and his Hmbs were fcatter- 
ed over different parts of the' fdrtifications. The 
ikin of thi« brave commartdfer was afterwards put 
in a box, with the heads of Eftor-Baillon, Lewis 
Martinengo, Caftellaho, axid Qbirini, and fent to 
Conftantinople, where they were prefented' to the 
Grand Signior. Anthony Bragadin,- brother to 
the governor, Mark Heritiolaus and Anthon^y, 
his fonff, purchafed the ikin of this herp, and. 
caufed; it t<i be buried at Venice, in 1596, in the 
church of St. Paul and St. John. There is no 
ftranger or traveller who does not go and cohtem- 
plfcte, with a mixttire of admiration and fadhefs, 
the tomb of this great man, who dbubtlefs deferved' 
a better fate ; butwhofe name will be remembered' 
a? long as intrepidity, greatnefs of foul, and love 
of one's country, Ihall be virtues honoured on the 
«2firth. \ 

The Ottoman army coiififlicd of two hundred 
tte)iiiand men, of whom eighty-four thoufand only 

were 



C Y P ft U 8. 95 

\ra» Turks. The reft wwe a i6&t&io%of ad^^en^ 
turors from Syria^ Caraindnia ahd Natolta^ 

IiLthe Mtmontha during \(^faich the fia'ge was 
cauiedson, the^ Turks fired five hundred and forty 
thoufa&d bombs. At prefent, therefore, the re- 
tmips of them may be feen in the ndghbouring^ 
gardr?ns andfieldsv and in the ditches which fur^ 
rouojd the? ciiy, where they are ftill lying in 
heaps; 

We may form fome idea of the bravery of the 
befie^ed from the number of Turks who were kil- 
led before the place. The garrifon confided \ of 
fiarcely four thoufandmen, and yet they defl^roy- 
ed above feventy-five thoufand Turks. To this 
flaughter, no doubt, we muft- attribute all thofe 
barhatdtiiss which the perfidious Miiflapha^ much 
to his difgrace, exercifed againft the captives. 

I: have coltefted the greater part of fhefe milita- 
ry fa£ls from a* relation of the fiege of Famagufta^ 
written by Angek)* CJalepia, of Cyprus, who waa 
CQtemporary with: thefe great men whofe exploits 
he has handed ddwn to poU&rity. 

About the year i37o> St. Bridget; g^^ing' to 
Jerulalem, paifed through Cyprus, where* ]Eleo- 
nora,' daughter to the duke- of Milan, and widow 
of Peler Lufi^nan, whowasaffafTinatedljyhis bro- 
thers, then- reigned. T'be faint endaavoured to 
correct, the vices^of the inhabitants ; and toldthem 
of a pretended-revelation refpefiking the approach- 
ing ruin. of the ifland, if: they did notJ reform* 
On the requeft! of Eleonora, the faint remained 
tilltbe coronation of* her ioBPieter, who was pro- 
claimed in Samagutta king/ of Cyprus^ and Nico- 
iia, and kdng of Jeioifalem* Bridget, having vi- 
fited the JSiobp Land, returned, to Nicofia, and 
announced its ruin, as weU as that of the ifland. 
The evra^ juftified her pr«didi4)n ; but this does . 
net pr^^ve tkoir it* came fmm.Hdayen. It is very 

natural. 
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natural, on feeing a. city plunged into. corrupdos 
and debauchery, to prognofticate its ruin ; and 
the only intention of the faint, when (he declared 
this, as if by infpiradon, doubtlefs was, to fill thje 
• minds of the inhabitants with a falutary terror, 
and to bring them back to a wifer and more regu- 
lar plan of life. However this may be,, (he quit- 
ted the city, in confequence of bein^ profcribed 
from it, after fuffering a variety of perfecutionsr 

One can fcarcely form an idea of the jealous 
hatred conceived by the Turks again^l the Euro- 
peans of Famagufta, when they faw the check 
which this handful of brave men had given to their 
arms. They forbade every European to enter it 
or go out from it on horfeback : they are there- 
fore obliged to difmount as foon as they arrive at 
the gates* 

Famagufta, in its external appearance, is ftill 
in the fame ftate as formerly. The ditch is entire- 
ly dry ; and the walls are in good condition, ex- 
cept a few towers which were damagied by the ene- . 
my's cannon, and which have not been repaired. 

The ihterior part of the city, however, exhi- 
bits a very ruinous appearance. The number of 
churches demoliflied is imnienfe. I was affured 
that a very fmall fpot had contained upwards of 
two hundred ; and this appeared the more proba- 
ble, as I faw four or five united in the fame fpace : 
they were exceedingly high, but narrow. The 
mofl remarkable building of this kind is the Latin 
church of St. Nicholas, at prefent the principal 
mofque, the conftru&ion of which refembles in 
every point that of St. Sophia at Nicofia. 

There are a great many fepulchral monuments 
here ; iind, amongit others, thofe of James the 
3aftard, and king James his fon. 

Oppofite to the church, on the fqnare, are three 
arcades, fupported by different columns of orien- 
tal 



CYPRUS, 97 

tal granite, and bearing the arms of the republic 
of Venice : the reft of the wall is covered with the 
arms of Venetian and Genoefe families who have 
been governors of the city. Behind this arcade 
are the ruins of the ancient palace of the gover- 
nors of Famagufta^ 

The fuperb cathedral of St. Croix has been con- 
verted into a mofque. • The church of St. Paul 
was alfo one of the moft beautiful edifices in the 
city ; but at prefent it is falling to ruin. A mer- 
chant named Simon Noftran built it with the pro- 
fits of one voyage to, Syria, in the fourteenth cen- 
tury, and under the reign of Peter, when the 
commerce of the ifland was in its moft flourifhing 
ftate. In 1368, king Peter came to Florence, 
where the republic received him with every mark 
of diftinftion due to fo great a monarch. The 
chief magiftrate at that time was John Softegni. I 
muft here obferve, that the Greeks only have a 
church at Faraagufta ; and that Mullapna never 
would permit the Latins to have any place of wor- 
Ihip belonging to them in particular. 

In this city the body of St. Epiphany, bifhop of 
Salamis, was formerly prefer ved ; but I do not 
know what is become of it at prefent. 

The citadel is ftill entire ; and ferves as a place 
of confinement for malefadtors, and particularly 
for ftatt-prifoners. Near the walls, on the north, 
is ftill to be feen the foundery, where I obferved 
all thofe inftfuments neceflary for the cafting of 
cannon. . 

In the fquare, near the governor's palace, ftands 
the arfenal, which contains weapons of every kind 
— armour ufed in the time of the chriftian princes, 
and other pieces of ftill greater antiquity. Some^ 
years ago, the doors and the windows of this edi- 
fice were blocked up, fo that the remembrance of 
thefe arms is in fome meafure buried. This was 
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done with a view to prevent thepopuUce? in cafe 
of an infurredtion, from finding them. On the 
walls there are fome pieces of artillery ; but they 
are now difmounted, and in a very bad condition. 

In this city there are fcarcely at prefent two hun- 
dred inhabitants. The ancient houfes are conti^ 
nually on fale ; and they are purchaled only to be 
deftroyed,^ or for the fake of the timber, and prin- 
cipally the planks. This deftrudixre fpeculatioa 
has already paufed many of them to difappear: it 
is forbid, under fevere puniftment^ to carry away 
any of the other materials ; and, to whatever fide 
, one turns, nothing is to be feen but heaps of 
ftones. . 

The city at prefent is governed by an aga, who 
difcharges the office of commilfioner of excife, for 
that fhadow of maritime trade which it has ftill re- 
maining'. There is here alfo a judge, and a gon 
vcrnor of the caflle, with a few janiflkries. 

There is little, or rather no trade, at Famaguf* 
ta ; but a great number of veffels come hither, as 
I have already faid, to be careened and refitted. 
The European nations have a faftor here, who i§ 
generally a Turk chofen from the number of their 
friends. 

^ In the neighbourhood of Famagufta, along the 
(bores of the fea, towards the Ibuth, there are fe- 
veral gardens, which contain abundance of citron, 
orange, and other fruit trees of the like kind. 
That called here caicia, is a fpecies of apricot tree. 
The fkin of the fruit is red and white ; and the 
pulp is juicy, but more delicate than fubftantial. 
it begins to ripen in May, and continues in feaibn 
only a month. It is much efleemed, and is both 
agreeable and wholefome. The furrounding coun- 
try, which produces in abundance cotton and 
mulberry trees, is as fruitful as that in the environs 
of Cythera. . In the neighbourhood of the village 
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It was deftiioyed by th^ Saracens, under the em- 
peror Heraclius ; at wKich time it was abandoned^ 
and has never fince been rebuilt. 

No edifice has furvived the wreck of time, that 
can give us any idea of this city. Nothing is to 
be feen but fcattered columns ; heaps of ft(mes 
embrowned by age ; and the ruins of 9 building, 
-which I fuppofed to be thofe of a temple, though 
I cannot venture to determine with any certainty. 
Time, however, has refpefted thofe fountains, or 
-refervoirs, which diftributed the water of Cythera 
throughout Salamis : the water of the latter was 
exceedingly bad. 

, It had a harbour, which ^as called Port Sala- 
mis, and afterwards Port Conftantia. Some traces 
of it are (till to be feen ; but it is ufelefs, and al- 
moft entirely choaked up. 

Salamis can boaft of having produced a great 
number of illuftrious men. It was the country of 
Arifto the hiftorian, of whom Strabo fpeaks in his 
fourteenth book. Solon, one of the Grecian fages, 
formed for Philocyprus, king of Salamis, a code 
of laws, by which he regulated his adminiftration. 
Some even believe that he was originally from 
that city, notwithftanding the affertions of the 
Athenians, founded on his quality of areopagift, 
.with which no one indeed could be inverted but a 
citizen of Athens. The philofopher Cleobulus, 
fon to Evagoras II. was born at Salamis : as well 
as Neocrion, who commanded the naval army of 
Alexander the Great; and many others, whofe 
names I (hall not mention. 

It alfo gave birth to a number of •holy perfona- 
ges, whofe names and adiions may be feen in 
Bede, and other ecclefiaftical writers. 

Some hiftorians pretend that St. Catherine, 
daughter of king Cofta, was born at Salamis, 
though all the legends make her to be a native of 

Alexandria^ 
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Alexaiidria* To the north of Salami^ I faw a kind 
of tower, from which it is faid fhe was tranfported 
to the prifon of Papfaos* The emperor having re- 
duced £g)pt, which had t^voUed, invited king 
Coda to Rome : his daughter was then taken 
fr^»n the prifon of Paphos, and conduced to Alex- 
andria, where fee fuffered martyrdom.^— Such dif- 
ituifions as thefe are,> however, foreign to my pur* 
.pofe, and belong rather to ccclefiafiical hiflory, 
I \ Between Famagufta aiid. Salahiis, on the bor- 
ders of the fea, there are feveral fields which pro- 
duce the boia^ or madder. This root communi- 
cates a beautiful fcarlct colour to cloth, and is thp 
moft valuable article in the kingdom. 

Following the coaft of Salamis, always to the 
•weft, you enter that part of the ifland called Car- 
paflia, which extends as far as Cape St. Andrew. 
•This diflria abounds with cotton and filk. On 
the borders of the fea there are groves of olive- 
trees, but at prefent they are entirely terren. The 
inhabitaats of the ifland, and even thole of the 
.maritime towns of Syria, come hither to procure 
.w<*3d; for, in this rbfpeO:, they enjoy the greatcft 
^liberty. 

: There was formerly a city here, called Carpaflia, 
:\\iTich is: now the village of St* John. 

This canton is governed by an ali-bey, or com- 
.fnander of cavalry, who refides in the hamlet of 
Varochia, neatr Famagufla. A cadi there dif- 
charges the office of judge. At the diftance of 
four miles from Sahmis, in the plain of Meflarea, 
is the beautiful church of St. JSarnaby, with a vaft 
•twonaftery, which contains only a very few monks. 
: Some years ago a ddign was formed of enlarging 
. it ; but the Grand Slgnior, fearing that this church 
might onle day he 'converted into a forirefe, with- 
drew the permiflion which he had granted: the 
fecrifice of a few hundreds of piaftres would how- 

ever 
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ever have removed this difficulty. Not far thence 
is a church llill older, and dedicated to the fame 
faint ; but it is now falling to ruins. I was fhewn, 
in a vault below it, the tomb of the patron ; 
whofe body, according to cardinal Baronius, was 
found in the time of the emperor Zenc^ He had 
on his breaft the Gofpel of St. Matthevi^, written 
by the hand of that evangeKft. The Greek bifhop, 
who carried it to the emperor of Conftantinople, 
had afterwards the privilege of figning his name in 
red letters ; of bearing at all pontifital ceremonies 
the crown and terrefrrial globe in his left hand, 
and the fceptre in his right ; and of being clothed 
with the royal mantle. He had then a difpute 
-with the patriarch lof Alexandria, refpeding the 
article of pre-eminence, fo much contefted. The 
latter eonfidered the. bifhop of Cyprus only as the 
fttffragan of his patriarchate, and would ^cknow* 
kdge him in no other light. The Cypriots, on 
their part, rejeded this haughty pretenfion, fup- 
|)orting their caufe on the antiquity of their church. 
Matters were in this fituation when the gofpel was 
found arid carried to the emperor, who decided 
the affair ; and the independence of the bifhop of 
Cyprus was fiiUy eftabliihed. This is a privilege 
which the archbifhop of Nicofia does not fail ftill 
to turn to his advantage. Thefe particulars I had 
from different monks at Cyprus ; and they were 
confirmed to me by their archbifhop Paifios. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



DEPARTURE FROM SAI.AMIS, AND RETURN TO 
LARNIC. 

Advancing from the monaftery of St. 
Barnaby towards the weft, I arrived by the plain 
of Meflarea, at the village of An'cona, where there 
are vaft magazines, which formerly received the 
produce of that immenfe plain, then entirely cul-. 
tivated. After this I proceeded to the fuperb vil- 
lage of Trapeza, the ruins 'of which announce ra- 
ther a great city. A Greek, who accompanied 
-me in this tour, pretended that it had formerly en- 
joyed that.rank and name ; but the hiftorie« of the 
ifland, written in the fixteenth century, call it a 
village, and do not fay that it was ever any thing 
elfe- 

There are here two churx:hes, the largell of 
which has a portico, fupported by marble pillars. 
Thefe places are very folitary ; and aiFord fhelter 
to (hepherds, and to their flocks which feed on the 
plain. 

Towards the fouthem part is the village of Ace- 
rit, fituated on an eminence. This hamlet, which 
is populous and flourifhing, belongs to Mr. An- 
dronic Caridis, honorary dragoman, or interpre- 
ter, to the queen of Hungary.* Near his feat is 
the chapel of St. Marino^ conftrufted after the 
manner of the Greeks, and ornamented with ex- 
cellent paintings. 

' By reliding fome days in this village, I was a 
witnefs to the "ravages occafioned here by locufts, ' 
at a time when the com and grain were approach- 
ing 
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ing to maturity. On this fubje£t I (hall . give the 
defcriptioaof Mr. Bordon, an Italian writer, who, 
after painting the advantages enjoyed by the iiland 
of Cyprus, adds — " But amidft fo many bleffings, 
''' asifhappinefs could not be found in this world 
*' pure and without alloy. Heaven has fubjefted it 
". to a fcourge for which the greateft advantages 
*^ can fcarcely compenfate. It is infefted by fwarms 
" of locufts, which fometimes fly about in clouds 
*' fo thick that they obfcure the light of the fun : 
'' wherever they fettle, they deftroy the corn, 
" grafs, and even roots ; and every green thing is 
^' confumed in an inftant : fo that the whole coun- 
*' try appears as if it had been burnt. The ihha- 
" bitants put themfelves to great expence, and 
" take every trouble imaginable, to extirpate tnefe 
*' deftruftive infefls. They even go in fearch of 
** their eggs ; and, however much like exagge^ 
'^ ration it may appear, they find every year up- 
'* wards of thirty thoufand nefts. Befides this, 
*' they employ a remedy which cofl:s a great deal 
" of money. This remedy is a kind of water, 
" from Syria, v\^ith which they fprinkle the ground; 
*' and the eggs, being thus drenched, lofe their 
" produftive faculty.*' The inhabitants at pre- 
fent purfue a very different conduct : for, if they 
formerly took fo much pains to dellroy thefe trou- 
blefome infefts, it is now forbidden to move their 
eggs when they, are found. The Turks are fo fu- 
perftitious, that they think ijt a crime to oppofe the 
chaftifements of the Almighty ; and the Greeks, 
fearing fome outrage if they fhould be difcovered, 
fuffer this fcourge to propagate. The plain of 
MelTarea is the ufual retreat of thefe locufts ; and it 
is a happy circumftance for the fields when a ftrong 
wind drives them to the fea, where they perifli by 
thoufands. The different methods of extirpating 
locufts are defcribed at the end of a relation print* 

ed 
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td at Flor4n6e, i* ly 17, 6y thfe order of the Grand 
Dake ; and thefe methods were employed in 17 16 
in Tufciny, whkh was then very much bicomi- 
moded by thefe infeds* 

As you go oat of Accrit, towards the Ibuthem 
part of tlie ifland, there are a number of ancient 
dhurches, around which no habitation is to be 
feen. They muft, however, have each belonged 
to fome village or toWn. Thefe deferted and half- 
ruined temples were formerly frequented by nume- 
rous audiences ; and the idea of the celebrity 'which 
they once enjoyed, . adds to the gloom of their Ib- 
litude. 

At the end of the plain of Mcffarea, you defcend 
.into a fmall valley, inwhichisiituated the delight- 
ful and populous village of Timbo. A beautiful 
fpring of water, which is found in the neighbour- 
hood of this place, induces trstvellers who vifit the 
environs of F^agufta and Capaffia, to reft a few 
days in it as they pafs. 

On departing from Tinibo, you afcend a fmall 
ridge, and arrive at the ruinous, village of Feudria. 
The church is almoft deftroyed, as well as a beau- 
tiful feat ereded here by an Englilh conful. 

Following the fea Ihore, and leaving oh my 
right the village of Livadia, of which I have alrea- 
dy fpoken, I purfued my way, and returned to 
Larnic. 



CHAP. 



\/ 



CYPRUS. ioy 



CHAP. XV. 



HOUTE FROM LARNIC TO SALINES, AND THE 
VILLAGE OF CITTI. 

Departing ffom Lamic, I paffed, in the 
foiithern part of the ifland, the town of Salines, 
and the church of St. Lazarus, of which I have 
fpoken in the fecoad chapter. As I was fa near 
the place, I went thither to fee foihe Armenian in- 
fcriptidns', engraved on a neighbouring wall, 
which mention the names and country of certain 
pious Armenians, whom holy zeal, and a tafte for 
pilgrimages, induced, at different times, to vifit 
the tomb of this church. They pretended that 
Xazarus, brought to life by Jefus Ghrift, was bu- 
ried here a fecond time when he died. This 
opinion being' generally diffufed, brought hither a 
multitude of pilgrims ; but it was afterwards found 
that the Lazarus of this tomb was St. Lazarus, 
bilhop of Cyprjas. The zeal therefore of pious vo- 
taries is become cooled, and their vifits to this 
place are lefs frequent* 

This problem, however, I fiiall leave to religi- 
ous writers ; and retutn to the infcriptions, which 
have given rife to a variety, of conjeftures that I 
Ihall mention^ not fo much on account of their 
importance, as to give . an idea of the pains taken 
by men of letters to purfue refearches fometimes 
ufeful, but oftener frivolous and ridiculous. 
I Mr. Niehbur, mathematician to the king of 
/Denmark, in his paffage, through Cyprus in 1766, 
■ was defirons of feeing fome infcriptioris, which ac« 

cording 
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cording to him were near the<:hairch of St. Laza« 
rus, and which Mr. S^Hnton be^eved, or at leaft 
fuppofed, to be Phenician. He therefore went 
thither ; and, that he might more eafily find the 
place where they were, he took with him a perfon 
named Parifm, who, on account of his acquain- 
tance with different languages^ aded as xnterpre* 
ter to ftrangers ; and who, if I am not deceived, 
had before accompanied Mr. Swinton. As Mr. 

iNiehbur was well verfed in the Arabic, the Chal- 
dean, and other oriental languages, he readily dif- 
[covered that thefe infcriptions were not Phenician ; 
but his modefty ^ot permitting him to depend upon 
himfelf, he made different copies of them, as well 
as he could, which he carried to Mr. Turner, the 
Englifli conful in the ifland of Cyprus. The i:on- 
ful confidered them as Armenian infcriptions ; and 
I muft cpnfefs that they appeared fo to me alfo, 
when I was (hewn the originals. Real learning is 
never prefumptuous ; thefe gentlemen, therefore, 
were unwilling to trufl to their own knowledge. 
Having found an Armenian, who underftood his 
own language perfedtly, Mr. Niehbur fliewed him 
the copies, and afleed him if he knew thofe charac- 
ters. The ftranger replied that he did ; arid that 
they were Armenian, but difficult to be read: He 
however told us the natries and the country of 
thofe who had made them, as well as the time 
when they were written ; and we were convinced 
that thefe infcriptions,. really Armenian, had been 
the work of fome devotee, whom the fame of La- 
zarus had induced to vifit that church : fome of the 
fame kind may be found in all the fanftuaries of 
Paleftine. Such was the end of our refearches ; 
and indeed when we compare this refult with the 
pompous conjedures of our men of letters, we 
cannot help fmiling, and calling to mind the well- 
known fable of the mountain in labour. 

1 do 
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I do not rfxolleft whether Mr. Niehbur carried 
copies of thefe infcriptions to Denmark. . He no 
doubt thought them unworthy oiF attention, and I^ 
did the fame. If any literary man, however^ of- 
fended at my indifference, wiihes^ to procure them j 
I can eafily gratify hiis curiofity, by writing to fome 
of my friends in Cyprus. 

Mr, Guarnacci, a celebrated Italian writer, 
well verfed in antiquities, fpeaks of the opinion of 
Mr. S wintQji 5 and expreffes a doubt refpecking the 
Phenician origin of thefe infcriptions, which he 
believes to be in Pelagian or * Etrufcan charafters. 
In my opinion, it would be better for people to 
confefs their ignorance, than to attempt to explain 
what they do not underftand : our libraries, in 
that cafe, would be much lefs voluminous, but 
more ufeful. 

At the diftauce of a mile of St. Lazarus is the 
great lake of Salines, which \yas formerly tvvelve 
jniles in circumference ; but a part of it has been 
drained for the purpofes of cultivation. The place 
where the fait is formed is more than two miles 
in extent, and about two hundred paces only dif- 
tant from the fea. 

In winter the lake is filled by the rains : but in 
fummer part of that water is evaporated by the, 
heat of the fun; and a cruft, about a hand's 
breadth in thicknefs, is formed on the fuperficies, 
which in fome places covers the fame quantity of 
water. It is certain that the fea cannot enter this 
lake ; and large canals have been dug, to convey 
to its bofo^ that fuperabundance of water, which 
would prevent the fait from acquiring a proper con- 
Tiftency. Thefe canals are at prefcnt filled up, 
and the bridges over them deftroyed. 

This fait is coUeded in the month of Auguft, 
which is called the feafon of breaking up the falt- 
Ptts I ^nd the inhabitants always take care to do 

this 
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this before the firft rains fall, as they would dif- 
.folve it. When the fait is collefbed, it is formed 
into a pyramid, at* the diftance of a f^w paces 
from the lake ; where it becomes fo hard, by be- 
ing expofed to the air, that it refills the rain ; and 
in the beginning of fpring veffels arrive from Sy- 
ria, and tranfport it to different parts of that coaft. 
This produ£tion belongs to the governor of the if- 
land, and he hrms it out publicly to the higheft 
bidder. If the purchafer, at the expiration of his 
leiafe, has not finiihed colleding his fait, he cannot 
fell what remains, after a new purchafer has fuc- 
ceeded him. The fait indeed ftill belongs to him ; 
but, to difpofe of it,, he muft wait dll the lake 
again falls into his pofleffion ; unlefs the new pur- 
chafer chodfes to take it off his hands at the price 
he requires, which is generally the cafe. 

The fait collefted annually, in the time of the 
Venetians, loaded feventy veffels. 

On the borders of the lake of Salines there is a 
fuperb mofque, called Tichet. It is of an oftago- 
nal form, and no pains have been fpared to render 
it folid. It is built on a durable foundation, and 
all of cut (lone. 

It is generally believed here that the mother of 
the prophet Mahomet w^s buried in this place. It 
was formerly only a fmall chapel, little frequented, 
in which a pious Muffulman performed divine fer- 
vice ; but the devotion of the people beginning to 
be reanimated, Ali-Aga, the governor of the if- 
land, built here, in 1761, the mofque of Tichet, 
which I faw finifhed. This new building attrstfted 
immenfe crowds of people : at prefent there is no 
Turkifli traveller who does not go thither to pray ; 
^nd thofe veffels even which pals along that Ihore 
honour it by difcharging a great number of can- 
non, 

Scrvioe 
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Service i& performed in this mofque by a finall 
cQOimuBity of fantona, whofe extravagant ceremo- 
msi^ I have already defcribed. 

In its neighbourhood there is a kind of orchard, 
filled with citron, orange, and other fruit trees, 
as well as with a variety of flowers. It is not laid 
out v^rith much regularity, and feems rather 
confufed ; but it is neverthelefs a delightful fpot^ 
and much frequented by the inhabitants of Larnic, 
who go thither to walk and to amufe themfelves. 
This garden, which owes its origin to a baihaw 
who was governor of Cyf>rus, is fiill called the gar- 
den of the ba&aw. 

On the road from Salines to Citti is the village of 
Meneon, which has fcarcely any inhabitants ; the 
fields therefore ?iround it are far from being well 
cultivated. Before its deftruction, it was one of 
the largeft in that part of the country. The Turkg 
demolifhed %h^ church in 1760, in* order to build 
the mofque of I'ichet. 

Leaving on the right the village of Arpcra, near 
which are thofe fprings that by different channels 
fupply water to the city of Larnic, you arrive at 
Citti, diftant from Salines about four miles. 

This village, which Lufignan fo improperly 
takes for the ancient Citiiim, was formerly a fief 
of the family of the Lufignans. One may perceive, 
even at prefent, that it muft once have been a ve* 
ry confiderable town. 

I obferved here a pretty large church, containing 
an image in mofaic of the Virgin Mary, which the 
Greeks vifit with much veneration, and to which 
they afcribe a great number of miracles. 

In the middle of the village there is a large and 
deep well of excellent water, the work of Charion 
de Lufignan : one may defcend to the bottom 

pfiu 
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' 0{^fite was an ancient citadel, on the old foun* 
dations of which the Turks have ereded a fquare 
tower, that ferves as a retreat to the inhabitants, 
and particularly to the women, when they are ap- 
prehenfive of being attacked by pirates. 

Some paces thence is a ftone bridge, confiding 
of feveral arches, with various locks, which sif e at 
prefent of no ufc; They fcrved formerly to keep 
back the water, in the time of rain, to refrefh the 
fields ; and received it again when the ground was 
fufEcientlv moiflened. A great deal of cotton was 
cultivatea here : but the inhabitants now prefer 
grain ; and, above all, mulberry trees. In this 
canton filk is more beautiful and abundant than 
any where elfe. On the fea fliore there are feveral 
country-houfes belonging to the merchants of Lar- 
nic. The neighbourhood is far from being agree* 
able ; and thefe gentlemen tjoubtlefs have paid kfs 
attention to the pleafantnefs of the place, than to 
the advantage of being at the gates of the city to 
which bufmefs fo often calls them* 
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CHAP- XVI. 

DePARTHSFG fromCitti, akd always follow, 
itig thte fatnfi coaft, I found, at fdtfte diftance from 
thefea, the irrllage of Mazote, which takes its 
rtatne from a neighbouring |)rotnontory. This 
rdutd prefents nothing curious or irtipof tarit; till 
you arrive at the torrent of Baftlopotamos, difliant 
from Citti about twenty-five ihiies. 
' Bafilppdtafn^ys i^ a Greek wof d, which fignifies 
the royal rirer ; a denominatiort for which it is in- 
debted, as th^y fay,*to oueeti iJe'kn, mother of 
eonftaiitinc the Great, w^ho touched theft on her 
i*ef urn fVbm- J^rufalem. 

TWs toTtent was formetiy <ialkd Teze ; aiid it 
ftill bears ?:he fame name in all the ancient map^. 
It was then one of the four great riv6rs of th6 king- 
dom ; and it >^as on this account, perhaps, that it 
acquired th6^ name of Bafrlopbtamos^. 

On one cf th^ arms df this rtver, arid at th6 dif- 
tance of thT©6 miles frottt the fda, ftood the city of 
Ma^iutii. The village whith has arifen, as one' 
may fay, from its rums, has retained the name of 
Marin. It is called alfo Bafilopotambs ; and the 
neighbouring church of St. George, where fervicc 
is performed by fome Greek monks, has occafi- 
fioned it to be known by a third name, tjirhich is 
that of this faint. 

The t^t6b tM^ is'coWmoii in thii diftrift ; and 
the fruif of it is ekpdrted f ii veiflfels which iti the be- 
gmnittg of fumAet fr^i^^t thijj ftbrthy Harbour, 
iftaEcceffibte at afny ^fhtir feSriW. 

Vaii. I. I Twelve 
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Twelve miles from Bafilopotamos is the ancient 
Limaflfol, thus named to diftinguifh it from the* 
new. It is now fo much deftroyed, that its ruins 
can fcarcely convey any idea of its former gran- 
deur : it was however a celebrated ci^y, even un- 
der the government of the dukes. King Richard, 
'the conqueror of the laft of thefe vaffals of the em- 
pire, rated it in 1 191, and it was never afterwards 
rebuih. This city originally was the fame as Ama- 
thonte ; fo famous, as Paufanias tells us, for its 
temple ereded in honour of Venus and Adoni«. 

Amathonte was the refidence of the nine firft 
kings of the ifland ; and amongft others of One- 
liftus, who was fubjeSed afterwards by the arms 
of Artabanes, the Perfian general. 

This city, exefted into an archbilhoprick in the 
time of the Chriftians,. has produced a number of 
perfonages celebrated for theh" knowledge, and the 
ianftity of their lives. TJie moll diftinguiftied of 
thefe was bifhop Leontius, who flouriflied about 
the year 590 after the birth of Jefus Chrift, and 
lived till 6 lis. This Leontius wrote a life of St. 
John the almoner, patriarch of Alexandria, who 
was born at Amathonte ; as well as many others, 
whom it would be too tedious to mention. 

In the neighbourhood there x are feveral copper 
mines, which the Turks have been forced to abanr 
don. The following lines, in the tenth book of 
Ovid's Metamorphofes, prove that they were known 
in the time of that poet : ' 

Capta viri formi, non jam Cytherea curat 
I.ittora, non alto repent Paphon ajquorc cin6lam, 
% PifcofainqueGnidon, gravidamque Amathunta metalHs. 

The place where the new Limaffol now ftai^ds, 
formerly had the name of Nemofia, from the mul- 
titude of woods by which it was furrounded* 
Richard king of England having deitroyed Ama<^ 

ihonte, 
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thonte, Guy de Lufignan, in the twelfth century, 
laid the foundations of that new city which the 
Greeks called Neapoleos. The family of Lufig- 
nan, who continued to embellifh and fortify it, 
built there palaces, and Greek and Latin churches; 
and made it the feat of a bilhop. 

When the ifland was taken by the Turks in 
1570, the Ottoman army entered the city on the 
2d of July, and ravaged it without mercy. It was 
then deftroyed by the flames ; and ;at prefent it is 
only a wretched place, in which one can fcarcely 
diftinguifli any remains of its ancient edifices. ' 

This city is governed by a commiflary and a 
cadi : the latter judges cafes only provifionally, 
before they are carried to the fuperior tribunal of 
Nicofia. 

The harbour is very commodious : it is fhelter- 
ed from impetuous winds ; and affords a fafe and 
calm afylum to veflels when overtaken by a ftorm. 

The garob tree is here more abundant than any 
where elfe ;, and it is from the port of Limaflbl 
that the greateft quantity of its fruit is exported. 
The inhabitants export alf6-(alt, procured from a 
lake near Salines, which is much lefs extenfive 
than that in the neighbourhood of Citti. On this 
account a cuftom-houfe is . eftabliihed her?, which 
4s under the infpedtion of an aga. 

Cotton, wheat, barley, and mulberry-trees, are 
both plentiful and well cultivated in this part of 
the ifland : the ground alfo produces all kinds of 
garden fluff. The beft Cyprus wine is made from 
the vines that grow on the hills, of .LimafToL All 
the wines of. the country are coUefted in this city, 
to be tranfported to Larnic, where there are the 
largeft cellars, and which on- that account becomes 
the natural centre of commercd V 
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CHAP. xvn. 



koCTE fROM LIMASSOL TO PAPHOS. 

JP ROM Lhnaifol I went to Cures, an ancient ci- 
tv built on the Cape of Cat^. At prefent it is en- 
tirely in ruins, and the only monuments remain- 
ing are a few marble columns. 

Attbe diftanceof a mile and a half from' Acro- 
tira, where there is a monaftery of Greek monks, 
I fbund the village of Coloffo, with a ftrongcaftle 
built by the Templars, and which from their hands 
paffed into thofe of the Knights of Majta. 

Before the village of Pifcopia runs the Lycus of 
the ancient geographers, which is one of the moft 
confiderable rivers in the ifland. This village is 
fituated in a plain which produces the beft cotton 
in the kingdom. In the time of the Venetians the 
fugar-cane was cultivated here ; but this branch of 
commerce \ras abandoned for that of cotton, which 
was more lucrative, and lefs trpiiblelbmc. Pifcopia - 
is one of the moft flourifliihg places in Cyprus. 
It abounds in citron^ orange, and olive tre^s : all 
other fruit trees thrive here wonderfully ; the 
fields are watered by a. multitude of fprings ; the 
fcenery around is delightful; and this inhabitants 
ate fprightlier and more amiable than in any other 
part of the kingdom^ The pleafantnef&of their 
'^ode has been transfufe'd, as one may fay, into 
their fouls. They have lively imaginations.^ .which 
render their company very agreeable ; in general 
they paint rather than fpeak j and their corapari- 
^ "-' '1 ^ fons, 
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fons, like that nature which furnllhes them with 
images, breathe an air of delicacy and grace. 

It is from this place that the noble Venetian fa- 
mily of Cornaro Pifcopia derive their name. The 
magnificent ruins found under ground at Pifcopia, 
fe^m to confirm the opinion of fome writers, who 
place in this fpot the city of Curias, which was the 
rcfidenceof one of the firft nine kings in the ifland. 

The tillage of Afdimu, badly peopled, was one 
of the four cities built in this ifland by Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, in honour of Arfinoe bis fifter. 

This part of the country, which is well watered, 
produces filk, and excellent cotton. A variety of 
curious pieces of antiquity were formerly procured 
here ; the tombs, above all, contained a great 
number ; but the government being jealous, and 
unfavourable to the fciences, will not permit any 
refearches of this kind. • Should any friend to the 
arts ever mount the throne of the fultans, new 
lights will be difFufed over thefe buried ruins \ and 
this ifland will become a mine equally fruitful ani 
interefting to the enlightened traveller. 

Near this ftood the ancient city of Cythera^ fo 
celebrated in the works of the poets, and confe- 
criUed to the goddefs of beauty. In former ages 
ill gave its name to the whole kingdom in gener<vl. 

The ancient Paphos is fituated on the Ibuthern 
fide ; it contained the celebrated temple of Venus ; 
which, together with the city, was dedroyed by 
an earthquake, fo that the leaft veftige of it is not 
now to be feen. 

A lake in the neighbourhood, whii:h even in 
fmnmer overflows with flagnant and corrupted 
water, renders the air in fome degree unwhole- 
fome. 

On the weftern coaft is the new Paphos, ^ called 
by fome of the modern geographers Baifos : a 
name which h unknown in the ifland of Cvpnis. 

' That 
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That we may not pofitively afcribe to the latter 
every thing that hiftory tells us of Paphos in ge- 
neral, it may not be here improper to mention that 
it has been feveral times deftroyed^ 

This city had a port, where veflels trading upon 
that coaft {till caft anchor : but this happens only 
in fummer ; for, being expofed to every wind, it 
is extremely dangerous. The bottom of it is full 
of (harp rocks; which fometimes deftroy the ca- 
bles fo much^ that mariners are obliged to keep 
them afloat on the furface of the water, by means 
of empty calks fixed to them at certain diftances. 
In the neighbourhood there are two caftjes ; one 
on the borders of the fea, and the other on the 
fummit of a little hill ; but the latter is at prcfent 
in ruins. The government of Paphos confifts of 
a digdaban, or commiffary ; a cadi ; and an aga, 
who prefides over the cuftom-houfe. 

Of all the chriftian edifices, there is none re- 
maining but the church of St. George, in which 
fervice is performed by Greek iiiinifters. 

The produdions of this part of the ifland, 
which are all of an excellent quality, are filk, 
barley, and other kinds of grain. 

To difcover the origin of the old and new 
.Paphos, would be carrying light into the^midifc, of 
thethickeft darknefs. When we have added con- 
je<^iure to conjefture, we are ftiU in the fame fitu- 
ation. . As this is an attempt fuperior to my abili- 
ties, I (hall leave it to the divining, though uncer- 
tain, knowledge of our antiquaries, I muft, 
however, pbferve that there was here formerly a 
temple dedicated to Venus, which was entirely 
de(tfoyed by an earthquake. In this ifland St. 
Paul by his eloquence converted Sergius, a Ro- 
man proconful. He here like wife conferred the 
deacon(hip on his difciple and colleague Titus, 
who foon after futfered martyrdom. 

PapHo^ 
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Pa]^Q$ was an epifcopal city in the time of the 
Lufignans ; and it is ftill the feat of a bifhop, who 
is a fuffragan to the arcnbifliop of Nicofia. 



CHAP. XYIII. 



ROUTE FROM PAPHOS TO LAPITHA. 

vJn the wefterri fide of the ifland there are a 
great number of fcattered villages ; but as they 
are not worthy of notice, being either abandoned 
or in ruins, 1 (hall omit ufelefs details, and pro- 
ceed to places of greater importance ; though they 
do not deferve attention fo much on account of 
their prefent ftate, as of the confpicuou^ figure 
which, they make in ancient hiftory. 

From Paphos I arrived at Cape St. Epiphany, 
otherwife called the Promontory of Acama, where 
there is at prefent a larjge village. 

Advancing towards the north, I fell in with the 
gulph of Crufocco, fo called from a, neighbouring 
village of the fame name, where once ftood the 
ancient Acamantis, one of the nine royal cities. 
Iji this canton there are fome mines which contain 
veins of gold ; and vitriol was made here, known 
under the denomination of Cyprius vitriol. The 
wheat of this place is the bell in the kingdom. 
Near the gulf there is* a fpot called the Fountain of . 
Love. 

Here alfo arofe the city of Corlinufa, or Alex- 
an4retta, which at prefent is oi;ily a paltry village. 

Oa 
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0^ the gulf of P^riMi^ &9f^ ^e trnm tf Laf« 
f a^ the innabitiuits of wkiQb iultivfj^e abundtact 
of cotton a^d xmilberry t?^«# On ai^cpunt of its 
beautiful tvaters the fugar-cane was alfo cultivated 
here ; but this produftion is at prefent greatly- 
al^andoned. This town was one of the four cities 
built under the name of Arfinofe': Solia, at the 
diftance of twenty hiiles from Paphos, is a large 
village on the northern coaft ot the ifland : its 
fituation is delightful, and its eottons are highly 
efteemed. The furrounding country produces 
filk, barley, and wheat. St. Eufebius was bifliop 
of Solia : in the time of the Lufignans, the bi* 
Ihop of Nieofia affumed alfo that title. 

Solia was formerly a city, called Epea ; a naine 
^which ^t owed to Solon, 'whp, ?^c$j4ing to Plu- 
tarch, caufed it to be rebuilt, p^i the r^ueft of 
PhiloGyprus king of Salaw^t It ^oi^pleted thp 
jl^umber of the nine roy^^l cities j ^nd &9\L^iM^ 
fix hundred years before Jefys Chrd^fl. 

Ten miles from Solia is \\iQ villi^ge qf Qojtij^f^'^ 
(:hit^, (ituated on a cape of the fs^me ^am^ i k w^ 
formerly a city, called Corfftift* ' 

Prpceeding the^icp | s^rifived ^t Lapitha., the 
largefl j^nd mpft ^jitenfiye village in the ifl?nd* 
Befides the advantage of ^ fiije fitvmticwi, it fur* 
Hilhes (be b?(t pro4wAio|i^ in tb^e country j and 
though Cyj>fi}s k- in g^ni^y^} njH v^ry abilQdftflt in 
fruits, Lagithafeems a fa^o^ir^ fppti^ this ^el^e^, 
and m?iy be called the gar^n ^f the ifland, 

Lapitba was formerly a city, called Xigipith^p, 
whjcfei tbey fay yvas built by the Spsirtaiis, <^e 
of the nine kings refid^d h^r-p ; tk^ l^ft «f whom 
was Piilftratus, whp copiftiaj^k^^d tW mval.^i^y 
.of Alexander thej Qieiit. Th§jp9 wa^s^a triple 
here dedicated to Venus. 

. ' Nejjr thrs vrll^d ran tfe^ I^apith^, '^•bich is ftill 
called a river, ^^ Qgi^tribiitf? tfi.^ ferriUty §f 
, (he country. 

CHAP- 



C T ? R If "S* ^» 



il H A jP. XIX. 



OF ^TtffiR. 11PI«A&KABL£ f»LAe£B IH TH^ 
I8.LAKD. 

1 HE hamlet of TreoiUa?, tQXh^ w«ft af Nico- 
fia, is diftant from it abcMit twelvt^ miles, Ptole- 
my the geographer reckons it among the cities of 
Cyprus, it' was deftcoyed by Ricfh&i^d king of 
England. St. Spiridion, the Cypriot, was brfbop 
of Tremifeua, aad affifted'da 3^5 at th^ councjil of 
Nicea. The neighbouring coiMVtry afbounds in 
provifiops of ail l^inds; and produces plenty of 
eottqn, iUk^ oUv^s, and vines. 

Daie^ to the fouth of Nioofia, Is dalightfrfly 
fituate4 oa an eminence, ^T^d k rendered ftfll 
more plcafant by the vioinity of k number of 
finall groves. Its wi^^ers are remarkably fimpid ; 
and their banks are ornamented with a tbouf^uad 
od0Piferou3 herbs, -which enamel the plains, and 
diffofe .an agreeable fragrance throughput the fur* 
roimdiag atmofphcre. Sweet marjoram is, above 
^11, very common. Tbib pla,nt, and the fpots 
whefie it grpws, are elegantly introdnoed by Vir- 
gil, in that chaijming picture which he gives of 
ImnoceDce repofmg peacefully in the bofom of 
Beauty, in a rural and faiitary retreat : 

At Vw\jsAffla*i^ pbcid«i» p^r fljtwtw qM^^^ 
Irrig^t, et foqMon gre.mio die;* toUit ia^ltps 
Idalise bcos ^ ubi mollis amaracus ilium 
Floribus et dulci adfprrans cqmpteAirur uipbnu 

Dale was formerly called Idalium ; and etke of 
the four cities confecrated to the goddeis Venus, 

as 
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as (he hetfSdf fays m the tenth- book of the 

Eseid: 

* 

Eft Amathus^ eft celfa ixMhi Papfaus atque Cjthera, 
Idalixque domus. 

The ancient name of the village of Tamagia, near 
Famagufta, was Tamaflus; as appears by Ptolemy, 
Pliny, and even Ovid, in the tenth book of his 
Metimorphofes : 

Eft agery indigenx TamaKenTim nomine dinint^ 
Telluris Cypriae pars optima. 

Gold, copper, and vitriol were formerly pro- 
cured from this city. . 

The city of Arcios is at prefent a village, in 
the canton of Paphos. 

Pellandros, the ancient city of Palea, iituated 
at the bottom of Mount Olympus, twenty-four 
miles diilan( from Limaifol; Zopi, Omodos, 
Limnari, and EflFragonia— are now villages cele- 
brated for their wines. Limnari was formerly ac- 
counted a city ; and £ffragonia was diftinguifiied 
by its gold mine. 

The village of Cicco, fitiiated on a part of 
^ount Olympus, has a monaftery of five hundred 
monks ; and a fair is held in it every year onthe 
feftival of the Virgin, whofe image is an objeft of 
great veneration. Mount Olympus, which the 
Greeks call Throdos, is the moft extenfiv^ and 
higheil mountain in Afia. At the bottom of it 
there are feveral Gx&ek mionafteries, which were 
formerly much more numerous. Part of the 
mountain is always covered with Ihow. The 
fmall village in the neighbourhood is exempted 
from every tax, on condition of its tranfporting a 
certain quantity of ice every year to the governor's 
palace. 

. The 
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The village of Calopfidia fiiniifkes a great 
quantity of the aflies of glafs-wort, ufed for mak- 
ing foap ; but it mud be acknowlqclged thiit it 
might be much better than it really is. 

Laudanum is made in great abundance in the 
pretty village of Lafcara, at the bottom of Mount 
Olympus, where the abundance of water is alio 
very favourable to the cultivation of cotton. 

Chibiane, or the ancient Corinea, is a village 
very fertile in wine. It is likewife celebrated tor 
the vidory which Richard king of England gained 
over duke Ifaac, who had feized on the throne of 
Cyprus. 

The village of Amianthus was a confiderabic 
town in the time of the Romans. The neigh- 
bouring country produced the ftone albedos, ufed 
for making a kind of incombuitible cloth, in which 
the bodies of the European emperors were burnt. 

The caftle of the God of Love, to the north of- 
NicofiA, was involved in the general ^ate of all 
the fortrefles of the ifland, when they were de-. 
ftroyed by the Venetians. It ferved as a place of 
retreat for St, Hilarion, who died there in 371, at 
the age of eighty ; and for this feafon it ftill re- 
tains his name. He was firit buried in a garden, 
where a church was afterwards erefted ; and the 
tranfportation of his body to Egypt has not yet 
cooled the devotion of the Greeks. 

The villages of Pirga and Angipfidia contain 
fome oliye trees of fo large a fize, that two men 
can fcarcely inclofe them with" their arms joined to- 
gether. 1 hey are planted with fymmetry, at an 
equal diftanc-e one from the other ; and all toge- 
ther form a pretty extenfive foreft. In my opini- 
on they are of very great antiquity ; and they arc 
univerlally admired, and confidered as the moft 
t)eautiful trees of the kind to be feen any where. 
* At 
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At the diftaace of eighteen miles from Laraic is 
the mouBtain of St. Croix, whieh, though de- 
tached from Mount Olympus, nevertbelefs forms 
a part of it. ITiis mountain is a kind of landmark 

' whieh pointi out to navigators the harbour of Lar- 
nic ; and it is attended with this advantage, that 
the thickeft fogs never entirely obfcure it. But 
this is not the cafe with Olympus, and other 
Qiountains in the neighbourhood, which are not 
viflble until the atmofphere is abfolutely pure and 
lerene* 

On its fummit ftands a church, buih by St. 
Helen on her return, from Jerufalem. The mo- 
naftery, which is partly in ruins, conveys never- 
dielefs feme idea of its extent and fblidtty. This 
church pofeffed a piece of the real crofs, with 
which the pri^s of Lafcara wiAed to ornament 
theirs. In order therefore to procure it, they fpread. 

' a report that they alfo had received a piece, and 
they requefted leave from the monks to compare 
it with theirs. This being granted, and as there 
was a great refemblance between the pieces, they 
ccm&unded them together ; fo that every attempt 
to diftinguife them was fruitlefs. The pariefts of 
Lafcara pretended that they had the real one; 
the monks of St. Croix did the fame : each party 
bad its partisans ; and the event in (hort was, that 
the prefents and donations of the faithful were di- 
vided, which was all that the euntiing Lafcarians 
aimed at. 

The Commandery is a part of the ifland between 
Limaffol, Paphos, and Mount Olympus, which 

') contains a great number of hamlets and villages. 
This imme was given it from the grand commandery 
of the Tempters, and the Kriights of Maha, who 

- particularly occupied this diftrifl:. h produces the 
beft wi»^, ^nd the heft mufcadine grapes, of Cy- 
prus. Thefe wines, therefore, are generally called 

the 
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the win^s of the Commandery ; as if to exprefs 
their fuperiority over thofe of all the^ reft of the 
kingdom. 

In this canton there ate feveral ruinous edificesyv 
and fome citadels, now deftroyed ; the origin of 
which is as old as the reign of the Lufignahs. 

After the topography of the fea coafl: and interi- 
or part of Cyprus, the reader doubtlefs will not be 
difpleafed to fee an account of the rebellion which 
happened a few years ago in this ifland ; together 
with a view of its commerce, fome particulars ref^ 
pe€^ng the confuh »nd thdt oificers, and a k^ 
obfervations <mi the Situation ^f the EuropAfis bare. 
I (hall be happy if thdfe objed^, which are really 
ufeful and ifitetefting, make him forget the ura^ 
, voidable drynefs of certain details^ wbich t wae 
unwilling to embdli^ at the eitpence ^ tf ud}« 
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G H A P- XX- 



ACCOUNT or THE INStTRRKCTION IN ^HC 
ISLAND Of CYPRUS. 

' 1 H E xflaAd of Cyprus had for a long time groan- 
ed under very heavy impofitions. The burden of 
them, the work of caprice, inqreafed daily with 
the moft alarming rapidity ; and the private for- 
tune of every individual feemed likely- to be ab- 
forbed in the palace^of the governor, ^nd to add 
to hh accumulated wealth. The oppreiTed people 
at length made their complaints public -, and the 
Grand Signior gave orders for their being relieved^ 
But his feeble decrees ferved only to irritate the 
Tcngeance of the defpot; and a n^w injunfti-* 
on from the Ottoman court, inftead of check- 
ing the courfe^ of his depredations, was often only 
the fignal for laying on a new tax. In the month 
of July 1764, the aga Tzil Ofman was appointed 
governor of the kingdom ; and this avaricious 
man exceeded in rapacity all his -predeceffors. 
Scarely had he taken poffeffion of his government, 
when he publifhed an order, by which every Chrif- 
tian was fubjefted to a tax of forty-four piaftres and 
a half ; and every Turk to a tax ofiialf that fum, 
which was double the ufual capitation required by 
the Grand Signior. During the firft five months in 
vjbi9h it was levied, every thing went on very, 
peaceably^ and it was paid with the utmoft punc- 
tuality. This manoeuvre brought immenfe trea- 
fures into the governor's coflPers ; befides the fum 
of three hundred and fifty thoufand piaftres, which 

he 
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he extorted by every art and n^aniiefs that avidity 

can fugged. 

. Whilfe; affairs were in this fituation, the Chrif- 
tiana applied - for prbtedion to their biihops, and 
the Turks to th& chief men of their religion. Thefe 
timid defenders, till nhen infenfible to the juft re- 
monftrances of the people, at length acknowledg- 
ed the neceffity of them. Having therefore liften- 
^d to their complaints, they presented an addrefs 
to the governor, In which they painted, in the 
moft affedionate manner, the depth of mifery in- 
to which his fubjefts were plunged, and the ina- 
bility of the greater part of thefe unfortunate peo- 
ple to pay the inaufpicious impofition. This elo- 
quent remonftrance, however, did not produce 
the defired effcft j and they received no other an- 

' fwer, than a new injunftion to obey the governor : 
they were told, at the fame time, that if the tax 

, appeared unjuft, they might apply to the tribunal 
of the Grand Signior, jind feek for that redrefs 
which h& was at fo little trouble to procure them. 

This infolent reply excited univerfal indignation. 
The biftiops, and chiefs of the Turkifli religion, 
again affembled ; and refolved to inform the court 
of the afts of violence daily committed by the go- 
vernor. For this purpofe they deputed fome truf- 
ty perfons to go to Conftantinople, to lay the cafe 
of the people before the Grand Signior, and to im- 
plore his proteftion againft a tyranny to which 
they could no longer bear to become vidims. 
Some time after, however, the bifhops, fearing^ 
that their inftru£tions might not be put in execu- 
tion with that celerity which an affair of fo much 
importance required, they determined to go to 
Conftantinople themfelves j but their intention be- 
ii^ difcovered, and the governor forefeeing the 
confequences of this generous refolution, forbade 
them to quit their homes. They were con* 

fequently 
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turn of their deputies. On the 31ft of Od6b«f 
the duties »rflttd4 ikcoffgpMSieAhj ^vi^it-do- 
49iar| M perlbn belof^gin^ to th^ cdxitt ofil^ep^ndi 
yfiaaty who c^riedt wkfe hitn thr^ ^Sktmt brdei^ : 
tbe fitft: of VFfaidh ^tijdiAed the g^vet^sot i^ ifeduce 
riie tax m)pof<id on the Chriftians to P»Bhty fkC- 
tres^ that on the Tut-k^ to- the half t>{ fh^t fUiri, 
and to ttiiM^ the fuffltis^ ti4i£k cdtild h6t haVd 
been levied witho^it mailijfeft extOftiijfi^'; thd f§- 
eond preferred a gef^ral #^ifion of all the tax^6, 
and 'the teftituition of e'lrei^ patt of tb^m unjuftly 
€oUe£ked ^ and the third ^6tnniatKkd sin inquiry 
to be made imo the Cottd^ft of the governor's fer- 
tMt&^ and pmiHhmem to be infilled oh thofe 
vhofe perfidio«i8 ^vice bad ted bkn aftray fr^ttf 
Ae path& of 6Quky. 

On the morning of tb^ 5rh rf Notfember, the? 
irigir^iocadar pf ef(fenf ed biiftfelf before ^he }u<^e j 
tnd fomtnoned th« governorj, in the liame of the 
taw» to ap]peaf , ind hear the df^irs read- with 
^kh b* hadf been entrufted by the Ottoman 
court. But the lattef rcqtidt^d to ht cx<:ufed ; 
and begged the vizir to coftie to his j)ftlace, and lie- 
complifli thdre the objeft of his iniffroH. Th^Vizl^ 
complied ; and the bifhopd, aild ail the chief iheilf 
' of Nicdia, both Turks and Greeks j Wei^e invited 
to be pr^fent m this interefttng fcene* < 

The people wete fo imp«i^t tb fefr' tlh^ evitffet 
of tbfe important affair, that they affefttWed iti 
gre»t isrowds in the court 6( the palace ; and eteft 
penetrated imo the halt of th^ d^M, ^dHl^h iil 
Cyprus ig the G6n!»e of ill the public i«e«reft§* 
But fcatcefy w«^ ifte firft order re^d, wheii *ftt 
fart or the bail whieb Wa« oce^pic^d by the bifh©^, 
aftda gr&xt number of Ttirks m6 Chtiftiaiis, fud- 
denly gavfe t^ay^ atid fell d^wny <^^t«ying witit it 
HMtlf three hundred p^r£MiSi« The eonftinon oc- 

cafioned 
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<;ailo9ed by this accident may be eafily imagined. 
The governor was ftrongly fufpc^ed of having been 
the pccafion of it : and the mullah and the vizir, 
aifter a (trid enauiry, foon difcovered that he had 
caufed the pillars and joifts wldqh fuj^orted the 
floor to be nearly fawed through ; fo that, when 
jpuUed down by ropes, the ruin of th§' edifice was 
tht confequence of this bafe manoeuvre. 
, \ This however was not all. The covernor fore- 
feeiag that the fall of the floor would do no hurt 
to the vi2;ir, who wa§ clofe to him, he refolved tg 
.get rid of him by fome other means ; and for that 
purpofe put poifon into the coffee which he ufually 
dtank. 

The falling of the floor luckily did not; produce 
the defired effefit, for four or five people only were 
flightly wounded ; and a powerful antidote being 
adminillcred'to the vizir, his life was faved, and 
the villanous hopes of the governor were thus dif- 
appointed. Thefe different attempts inflamed the 
minds of the people to fuch a degree, that they be- 
fet the mullah's gate, and with loud cries demand- 
edjuftice. The mullah upon this fummoned^the 
governor three times to. appear ; but he refuted tp 
obey, and accompanied his refufal with the moil 
outrageous threats. The crowd now increaC- 
ed, and their clamours became more general; 
fo that the mullah, finding bis authority uptfuflS.- 
cient to check their violence, declared the gover- 
nor a traitor to his fovereign and the laws, and 
abandoj^ed hinx tg the fury of the enraged mul- 
titude. 

The populace thinking themfelves authorized by , 
thisdeclaratiofx of the muU^ah, no longer knew any 
bounds ; they imnoediateW flew to arms, and fur- 
rounded the feragUo* The governor, however, 
did not loil? courage : he ordi^red all the gaxes to 
be fliut ; and retiring to the upper apartments with 

Vol. L Ik ' all 
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all his people, endeavoured to repel the aflallants, 
of whom they killed a gr^at number. 

Whilft the affailants continued to attack the pa- 
lace on all fides with their muflccts, fome of them 
fet fire to the gates of the outer court, which were 
confumed in an inftant. They then broke in with 
irrefiftible fury ; butchered every perfon whom 
they met .without mercy ; and having at length 
found the governor^ difpatchcd him with their 
daggers ; while nineteen of his fervants, who at^ 
tempted to defend him, (hared a like fate. The 
reft had the good fortune to efcape, imd retired to 
fome place of flielter until the ftorm, Ihould blow 
over. When they had put the governor to death, 
they plundered the treafury, carried away the fur- 
niture of the palace, and each departed loaded 
with booty. 

All this was done in the fhort fpace of three 
hours ; after which, the prudent conduft of the 
chiefs put an end to the tumult. Before evening 
the Ihops were opened ; the fair of St/ Demetri 
continued as before; tranquillity was reeftabliftied; 
and every thing returned to its former peaceful 
channel. 

Thefe bloody fcenes would doubtlefs have been 
revived in Larnic againft the digdaban, a faithful 
imitator of the conduft of his mafter, had not the 
cadi conducted himfelf with much addrefs in fo de- 
licate a conjunSure. He carried the digdaban to 
his own houfe ; and having promifed to the peo- 
ple that he would bring him to trial according to 
the utmoft fe verity of the law, purfued fuch wife 
meafures afterwards as he thought moft likely to 
prevent diforder, and to fave from the fury, of the 
populace the houfes of the richeft Turkifh, Grecian, 
and even European merchants. 

On the 1 6th of November the vizir-ciocadar re- 
turned to inform the grand vizir of every thing 
that had happened. 

Though 
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Though the, ifland, by the death of Tzil-Ofman, 
had fallen into a kind of anarchy, it however began 
now to be at eafe, and to enjoy a little tranquillity. 
The demand of repeated fubfidies no longer in- 
flamed the minds of the oppreffed people ; and 
each, confined within the fphere of his prirate in- 
tereft, at length tafted the fweets attached to the 
peaceful enjoyment of one's own property. 

A new muhaflil, Hafez-Mahomed-EflFendi, who 
wanted neither capacity nor prudence, arrived 
from Cpnftantinople. He molefted none of the 
rebels, nor did he make any attempt to difcover 
thofe who had offered violence to the perfon of his 
predeceflbr : and this moderation tended greatly 
to conciliate the affedions of the people. About 
the time of the Ramadan, or annual faft of the 
Turks, he went to Larnic, to caufe himfelf to be 
acknowledged as governor general of the ifland. 
On his return to Nicofia he always regulated his 
condud by the fame political propriety ; but his 
courtiers, in order to ingratiate themselves into his 
favour, thought proper to prefent to him a lift of 
thofe who had principally contributed to the revolt 
of the 5th of November 1764* 

When the murderers of TziUOfman were thus 
made known to him, he found himfelf obliged in 
fome meafure to renounce an indiflference which 
might then be confidered as pufillanimity ; butj 
on the other hand, he readily forefaw the danger 
that would arife to him from fearching out and 
puniihing the guilty. Interell is the principal > 
fpring by which the Turks are aftuated, and this 
fuggefted to him the idea of a pecuniary fine. He 
therefore publiflied a' proclamation, fertihg forth 
that as one of his firft duties, on entering upon the 
governorfliip, was to reeftabliih good order, and 
punifh thofe who had been moft inftrumental in 
exciting the late revolt, he might in juftice have 
K 2 demanded 
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^imnia^ theibfiidt)Qf itih^ria^jders ; h»t tbat, 

tion &om tiRdh)cl> he jw^hed inever ^to (kpart, he 
irodbd be conteiited with ^im|»c£ng a £igl:it iine 
fcf ifouBtecn ^iaftrcs per iead »boith on Twrksaaad 
Giteeks ; hepir:^ Aat'crc^y caaue would endeavbur 
to bcha5«»wortI^ of this leaky, by fubmitdng jto 
his orders, 6:oja;inrhijch te >vtou jd toc'ees^ neither 
.WOfneii, childrjen^ jDJoroldpeopIe, 

'The Tunks at ^rft (were iocUned to pay this 
^n; bvttiomtoiiAusm :a£ter\yErds infinuatad 4hat 
k woaiidhc daQ^xxxius.to fbhrntioit; ^nd prop^^ 
gate^ a ifpirtt of rrebelJAtm, wbich rendered th^ l^- 
vying of k dangenous, ^and e^en impoiHble. Xb« 
iofiirgents.fifppoEted this infurrjeftk^ by Vi^iiyp^Wt 
ei&il ceafixaiog. The^caoaidSignior^ they thc).vig^ti 
Wi>uld :eQiBufikfer them aa the deliverers of tji^e em- 
pire,, and the deftray^s.of a^tyraDt twho iwas p^- 
dcavonting to .riisuhim. '^ To iubmit. -to thjii nf^ - 
** tax,^* faid they, ** is to affix Co a glorious aad 
^^ necef&ry infunre^Sliaa the oame 9jad xrimj^ajlity 
** of a Aameful revolt.; it. is to ded^r>e,pyrfelv^s 
*^ rebels ; and diich a title is jundpubtedly not at 
** all fuited to the avengers of tfeeir couiitry, ai»4 
^* the pRXjeftors of jullice/' Finding jir^gu^iients 
howev.er to be of ho. avail, ihe people had recourse 
to open force t they a£fembled in large bodies; 
^ad thefe being dai|yancrea&d^ the tn^leoontents 
ns^bo flocked to .tibeni from ali quar^ters, they com- 
mittedthe smdft horrid savages. Having unjled 
in the village .of Cyihera, they feiged upoaa the 
thills {which Supplied Nicofia with iic^ur, turned 
afikle the waters, ^nd threatened thajt city with 
all ^thc horrors of famine. A general alarm was 
suow fpnead among the inhabitants ; and the ga-^ 
V^mor dreadiBg ^ &rft tranfports of tbeiacenfed 
aaob, txsnibkd for his ovm fa&ty* An acix)a^- 
jfiaodation however itook placft^ and the reyditer^ 
^ having 
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bavi%i fteceiwd* aj proinlfe that* they fhotifTd rfdhrer 

ra ; atidv hawmgt &{is»ra&d^ evepy tbhigi nettirndd 
to tha£ gctodr onjder^Nluiii .p]iiof}kr wonld nevjen! dtf- 
tiirby weiie it not fee tjieftypaiuiy and) imprudbnte 
of thofer vrhb govdmed Aab. ' 
. Ipr the-nmift o£ dnefe niihigiirsr^ the atrchtxiftcfp 
of Nkoim^ and the feafliopsaf Faphos andiCe^inbs, 
hfid g€»Oke:!pi!ral)elyix»Co]:^tm^ where. tha^ 

laftd befot^e tbe Portea mdfr affeSing: pidure of 
iiKrevHs to \v^ck the kmgifann of Cy^us^had been 
expofed after thje ?irrival of the nuihalTils,' A new 
governor tras^ tbetdfore* aj^pointetf ;. boat fbme 
montks ehtp&d betweea* thia= pesiod and> diadr^of his 
asprival i» the iflaxidi 

' No &>6mT dad fiaftsr fde traiiiqiuiUfty neftoved, 
trhaatr. he againi Ffsquired the fbuitesii! pixdires per 
hiead^ which fi^me paidy dhsougb'tke Wyji;^. of It 
\f^ extremely flow aaidl djoiabtfoi. ©n ttoa > sthi.of 
Augnft, r 7 6-52, AegoveriiDi? difiDovered'aipany oif 
jjebcis^ !«hi# gaff^ biriv^ ae very jaift' ahmtt* One 
Halil) a^^^difUa^r of the fert^ds* of QerioBs^ haid 
^(eeiaFed'him&lf ^eir oM^y^ and dm Uahl, by 
th&' natdre of h» oiflice, had atnoa and ammmatioii 
ef every kmd^ Iws di^ofeh 

This^taxv inapofed.by the governor cmitrary to 
the laws, was ftill the pretence of the infeirgettts 
ftMrfheb condo^. Ardent zeal ^ the de&nee of 
tiae commoa caafe, foon uaitei' tx> tluein a mi)iki>> 
tude of malecontents ; and Halil's troopy rdto- 
forced by tftefe vbkmtett**, became every day 
more formidable* 

■ Upon tbir nnexpdaed infmrre£tiQ% the gaver- 
n^or caufed the gates of Nicofia to* be (but. While 
ibt malecontents kept poSbi&bn of the raiiHs of C)'^- 
tiitera, and employed them only for their own u^e, 
2 detachmem: pofted under* the waik of the* city isi- 
teroepted eVery av^ile^ and dit it off frora provi- 

On 
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On die 1 8th the inhabitaats of Niosfia &Uied 
.forth upon the rebels, but without fitccdk; and 
they fboad themfelves obliged to retire within the 
-walls, after having loft a great many people. The 
revolters, however, foon perceiving tnat refiftance 
on their part could neither be effe£lual nor lafting, 
unlefs they augmented their forces, they compell^ 
all the Turks whom they met to join their party; 
and, in cafe of a refufal, burnt their houfes and 
villages: fo that their troops, partly prelTed and 
partly volunteers, amounted at length to three 
thotiWd* .V 

On the 28th of Auguft the governor faw, not 
without a confiderabl^ degree of confternation, the 
progrefs of this revolt. The idea of Nicbfia rcm 
duced to the horrors of famine, and x>f his own 
perfpn expofed to the fury of the ftarving. popu- 
lace, hajring completed his terror, he at length 
capitulated, made the moft feducing promif^^ ^ 
fwore that he would abolifli the tax, and the ^e<f 
membrance of that crime which had given rife tp 
it. 0n the afiuranos of this genei'al amneily, the 
infur gents were appeafed; the gates of vNicofia 
were opened; and every one returned tohis bufi^- 
nefs, well knowing that they could eaii^y meet 
again, fhould the fituation of affairs render fuch z, 
meafure neceffary, 

A French veliel in the mean time brought back 
to Cyprus the bifhops, together with the train of 
the new governor. 

A few days after, Soliinan Effendi, in this qua* 
lity, made his entrance into Micofia through the 
gate of Ccrines. He had giv-^n a very flattering 
reception to Halil, the chief of the rebels ; and 
•having praifed his zeal for the public good, he had 
.by.this artful policy fecured a fafe and quiet paf^ 
-&ge:ta the capital. But the greateft promifes, 
and even that of being railed to th^ diilingyiihed 

poft 
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poft of general of the cavalry, were not fufficient 
to induce Halrl to go thither : his fagacious eye 
pierced the veil under which the cuiinhig gover- 
nor concealed hi$ plan ; and he plainly faw that, 
if he fdffered himfelf to be deluded with dazzling 
hopes, he would £all into the fiiare laid for him, 
and be infallibly rutned. ' . 

Oh the arrival of Soliman, the ifland had two 
governors inftead of one : but fiazi-Mahamed 
would never refign his authority until he had ef-. 
faced even the fmalleft traces of the rebellion, and 
placed the chy, which he had defended with fo 
much valour, beyond the reach of danger* Soli- 
man being advanced in years, and naturally a 
friend to repofe, riiade no oppofition to his views, 
and fuffered him to keep quiet poffeiTion of his 
ofBce. 

Things remained in this fituation till the firil of 
January 1766, when the two rival muhaffiis feizcd 
with lome fit of enthufiafm, uniting together, re- 
vived in concert the old claim of fourteen piaftres. 
This demand was a new fignal for revolt : the re-* 
bels again abandoned their houfes ; and ranging 
themfelves under Halil's ftandard, that chief foon 
law his adherents increafe to the number of five 
^ thoufand. 

On the loth Halil fent a detachment of five 
hundred men under the walls of Famagufta, as he 
well knew what advantages the taking of this im- 
portant place would give him ; but though the gar- 
rifon confilted of fcarxrely an hundred janiffaries, 
his enterprize mifcarried, and he found himfelf un- 
der the neeeffity of raifmg thefiege. On the a4th 
Gf the fame month he retired from Famagufta, and 
WMit to encamp with his army before Nicofia. 

Halil A^a ilill perfifting in his defign of conti- 
nuing the fiege, the inhabitants fent to know what 
were his pretenfions. He replied, that he wiflied 

to 
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to he governor ^ the ifiand, ikd in th«t eapadhf, 
to make his entrance into Nicoiia ; but no a^vrev 
was returned to this mad prdpofaL Sdon afte^ 
Haiil acquainted the goYcroot thut this demand 
was not the confequence ci his ambitious i^evrs, 
but of an order ifiued by his fdvereign ; and he inr 
vited him and his minifters to come to his camp 
and hear it read. But this invitfation was a fiiare 
into which the prudent muhaflil todk care not tO' 
fall. 

The rebels attempted Several times to.feale th^ 
walls ; but, as their oaeafures ilrtre badly eohcertt 
ed, they were attended with no fuccefe, iUi4 oce^^. 
iioned a prodigious iofs^ Several Tallies and ikir- 
miihes alfo took place ; and tjiefe combats were fd 
_ much the left decifive, as the inhabitants of Nico« 
fia, in number about fifteen hundred, had feut 
themfeiveftup ia their houfes, and abffaed principally 
on the ddienfive. 

The a 7th was a moft alarming day for the inh&^ 
bitants of Larnic, and particularly for the Eui^o? 
pean». A report had been fpread that: the eebdi 
Vete preparing to make an inettrfion into the comi^ 
try, and to lay it waAe with fire and fword. 1 he 
eonftematioQ now became general : and every cam 
endeavoured to get together his nK>ft valuable cf? 
Itfits ; and to convey them, widi his wives and 
children, on hoard the Chriftian veflfels which w^e 
at anchor in the harbour of Salines« Nexf morn«- 
ing, howf ver^ they difcovered that a falfe alarm 
had been given ; and eve;ry thing returned to ita 
' fofmer tran<|uimty. 

In the beginning <rf February thd!e alartm were 
jenewed, the (hops were fhut» commerce was fof*- 
pended, the fields and vaUages were abandoned^ 
and the rebels compelled even the agents of go- 
^ornnoem'to jbin their party. They repstired tqf 
iLwmt m great numbers ; demanded arms, aoi, 

* • munition* 
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Itttinfaioiiy todf pTG^tifiom J ^hdthe' hMfes df flitf 
Eiiropeam, and even the palaces qf't&d ciotrftffe/ 
were h6i Adt&reA from t&eit dfeptedatibns. On 
the'mheir h^tid, gov^rft^rreftt threatened to ptmtftr 
trhh th^ uttti^ feverky' ^ve?y petfon'tvfi6 (houM 
\>e coAn&eAi ot evca ftifpe£led, cf lilifSng thtf 
rebeta. 

Th« Turkilh \<yt^ ^nd ittercfcahts of Latrtiic, ttr 
concert with the digdaban, ihe cbmmiffiotieif of th^ 
cuftoms, and the ferda^f, at length thought k 
lime CO p?dpole fuch an accoittmodatibn bet^^een 
goterhme^t aftd the retdlter s, as might itieet \^k 
the approbation of both parties. With regard td 
niedSaito*^, th^y turfaed then* eyes towards rhe con^ 
fuls of the GbriftistA prineies, aii:d ai propofal wia* 
Accordingly made to the French conful ; bqt he 
excufed himfelf, by faying that the king his rnaf^ 
ter had fotfeid him to take amy part in the affairs 
of goverftH^ettt, tmlefs^ they ftovrld have fofnre rt\z^ 
tion with the difcharge of his duty. On this reftr- 
fal they applied to Mr. Turner, ^he Englifti con- 
fut, and the tice conful for haly ; who, nattitally 
indined to 4o good, replied that he would gladfi 
codvply wkh^ their requeft, provided the Frentn 
^tid Venetian ^oiiful^would aft in Concert with Mfft. 
The latter, however, having declined to have any 
concern in the bufirrefs, Mr. Turner difmiffed the 
Tiii^ki(hterd», hy telling t-hem that it was abfolute- 
Jy impdflgble for him to interfere in the negociationr, 
witheut the concurrence and afllftance of his brou. 
I'her CcAifub. 

y The Turks, wdl knowing what weight Wf, 
'iurrter's me^ation niight hate, renewed thcit 
f^equeftf and inforijfied him that, if he did not 
<jO«»piy, he would be called the iiuthor of aH thofe 
e^ils which wefe ready to fell upon thef kirtgdcfiu^ 
0d that the people would not ceaf<S to reproach 

Ma 
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btai for thoSs, difafters which it was aow ixi \n$ 
power to prevent. 

The conful, hard prefledon all fides, at length 
refolved to ufe his influence to preferve the tran- 
ouiUity of the ifland ; a( leaft till fome affiftance 
monld arrive, capable of overawing the rebels. 

From converging with the malecontents, he 
learned that their demands were included, in the 
four following articles : 

Firft, A general ama€;fty. 

Secondly, A declaration figned by the governor, 
duit he would impofe no tax butaccordiilg to the 
proportion eftablifhed by the Grand Signior. . 

Thirdly, That the zaims, a kind of commiflfa* 
ries, and the janiflaries who had efpoufed the part 
of the people, fbould remain in their offices, and 
receive their ufual pay. 

Fourthly, A declaration figned by all the inha* 
bitants of Nicofia, that they would receive HaliU 
A^aas governor, fliould be be raifed by his fove* 
reign to that dignity. 

Mr. Turner being affured that thefe were the 
principal demands of the rebels, tranfmitted a copy 
of them to the commiffary of Larnic, and begged 
tp be informed whether the governor acquiefced in 
all the diflferent articles. The digdaban replied, 
that his mafter's intention was to grant every thing 
without the leaft hefitation ; that the two firft ar- 
ticles were agreeable to thofe beneftcenj . views 
which he himjCelf entertained in favour of the peor 
pie ; and that his agreeing to the other two, ii| 
compliance with the neceflity of the tiraos, would- 
bt either fan£tioned or annulled by the fovereign^ 

Mr* Turner having received every nec^Qary at 
furance from the minifter, who muft have been 
acquainted with the real fentiments of the gover- 
nor, fent word to Halil, that he was ppminiffipiv 
fid^ in quality of mediator, to reftore tranquillity 

i» 
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in the iflaiid ; and the digdaban wrote to the fame 
purpofe to his mafter. Halil returned a very po^ 
lite anfwer to the conful, and aifured him that he 
ardently wiflied to open a negociation ; but the 
meffenger difpatched by the digdaban to the go- 
vernor had the misfortune, on his return, to fall 
into the hands of a detachment of the rebels, who 
feized his difpatches. This accident n\ade Mr* 
Turner refolve not to carry matters farther until 
he fliould be able to difcover the real intentions of 
the muhaffil : but all the Turks at Larnic thought 
it proper that Mr. Turner fliould repair to Halil's 
camp J and having wrote a letter to the governor, 
wait there for his anfwer. This a'dvice being fol- 
lowed, the cbnful arranged the ' affairs of Larnic ; 
left me to direft them during his abfence ; and fet 
out on the 13th of February 1766, accompanied 
by Mr. Stephen Saraf, an ItaHan merchant, and 
Mr. Peter Grutta, dragoman or incerpreter. They 
were joined by the commiffary of Larnic, the cadi, 
the ferdaer, and other Turkifh lords ; and next 
day arrived at HaUl's camp, where they were re- 
ceived with every mark of attention. 

Mr, Turner immediately wrote to the governor; 
and receiving an anfwer on the 15th, containing 
an invitation to the capital, he went thither the 
fame day, carrying with him the demands of the 
rebels already mentioned. The governor returned 
a very vague anfwer ; the fubftance of which was, 
that as the Grand Signior had entrufted him with 
the management of the ifland in general, and of 
the fortrels of Nicofia in particular, he could not 
deviate from his pofitive inftrudions, without an 
cxprefs injundion from his fpvereign ; but that, if 
the malecontepts would difperfe, and retire peace- 
ably to their habitations, he was ready to grant a 
general amnefty. 
" On 
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On (be 1 6th of thd iktiie Hiohfth thi^conful/ car^ 
ried thi9 anfWer to the rebels, whom he found re- 
iblved not to depart from the two laft articles' of 
their demand. Thia obftinacy difconcerted Mr. 
Turner fo much^ that he abandbned the negociu- 
tian f and did not again appear at Nicofia but to 
take leave of the governor bbfore he ratumedt to 
Latnio The people however oppofed his depar- 
tuve; faying that, fince the conKil had been in 
the capital, the rebels had Aiffered them to breaJtbe^ 
and that they were exceedingly happy to pjrolong 
a tranquillity procured to diem by the venerarion 
which the mafccontems: entertained fbr his perfon 
and charafter. 

The (lonful bein^.tims detained a prifoner ^- 
Nidofia,. fent me a letter ; and having informed 
me of the fingular fituation in which he. was, bcg*-^ 
ged me to continue to take care of the afiaits of 
Lai:hic, and pointed out a method of opening, a 
correfpondencc which fliould be intellSgible. to no 
one but ourfelvcs. . . 

I experienced d real pleafurc thai Mr.:TuriBer 
bad it in his power to contribute by any means 
towards the public felicity. But this, pleafure was 
.of fhort duration j for I faw my door' every day 
befetiby the rebeJs^ who importurped me for arms 
and ammunition ;: and^, on the other hand, the 
;tye of govcmment always watching' my cqndud in 
.this refpeft. Whitft I< was therefore ardently 
wifliingfor the return of, the conful, an accdiunt 
wasr brought thai fome veflels belonging to t^ 
Grand Signior, which had come to the affiftanoe 
of the illand, were aiirived in the harbour of Li- 
.maffol. On receiving this intelligence, I imme- 
diately gave notice to the conful ; who having 
communicated it to the muhaffil, now exitertainbd 
hopes that the people, when they fbimd themfeives 
likely to be affifted, would at length fet him at li- 
berty, 
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berty. Tbjs favaur %6wevet was not granted till 
aftfif the coDfirmation pf the Jiappy aews. He ar- 
rivfid -oqi th^ ^4th of Fiebruary; but Mr. Saraf, 
vhp found ^eaa^ tO:quit the city fooner, had pre- 
ceded him^Y fome^ays. This circumftance, I 
muft own, gave «ie a great deal of pleafure ; for 
I was now able to diveft myfelf of a very heavy 
b,urthen which had been impofed on me. 
' Thje departure of the confuji wa& the fignal for 
new hofliilities on the part of the rd^els, who re^: 
ije\!/€4 t]ie frege of Nicofia. 

The veffels which ha,d arrived in the port of 
Limaffol confifted only of two fmall galliots, 
con^imandqd by Ibrahim Bisy, the crews of which 
did not amount to above five hundred perfons. 
As this handful of men could not attempt any con- 
fiderable jenterprize, a plan xyas propo&d for an 
accommodation ; but as it was attended with no 
fuccefs, Ibrahim again put to fea. In -the mean 
time the rebels affembled in the neighbourhood of 
Nicofia, approached the wails with fame pieces of 
artillery j and began to batter in breacL 

On the 6th of June, a frigate, with another 
fmall veffel, and two gallies, commanded by Graf- 
far Bey, a captain belonging to the Grand Signior, 
anchored in the harbour of "Salines. This officer, 
hoping to reflore tranquillity to the ifland, took 
with him a detachment of two hundred mea, and 
Tvent lo feize upon the citadrf of that place. There 
was no excefs which this diforderly band did nor 
commit : and they at length rendered themfelves 
mujch more odious than even the rebels ; for the 
latter had as yet always refpefted individuals* 

On the 7th a detachmjent of five hundred rebels 
arrived from Halil, to aik Craffar Bey the redbn 
of his defcent in the ifland, and of his taking poff 
feifion of the citadel, tialil tt the fame time ex*' 
prefied aftonifhment at his condu^ : and fe^t Jbixn 

V^ord 
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word that as the citadel^ and even the whole iQand, 
were under the protedion of faithful fubjefb^ and 
people friends to juftice, they were able to defend 
it from every foreign attack ; and that they had 
no occafion for the interference of a handful of in- 
fplent banditti, commanded by a pirate. 

This fpirited addrefs threw Craffar into confide- 
rable embarraflment ; yet he did not fail to arrange 
his fmall troop^ but without making any other 
movement. In the mean while, feveral treaties 
were opened \ and the refult was, that they ihould 
wait for Halil's refolution, to whom a courier wa$ 
difpatched. All hoftilities were now fufpended : 
and the troops of Craffar and thofe of HalH both 
retired to their quarters. 

Craffar being informed that affairs were not 
likely to take a favourable turn, evacuated the cita- 
del m the evening, re-einbarked his troops, and 
taking on board feveral Turkilh lords, and the 
cuftom-houfe officer of the town, fet fail for Fama- 
gufta, where he landed the foldiers and Turks 
whom he had carried with him from Salines, and 
then purfued his voyage. 

On the I rth a party of the rebels came to Lar- 
nic, and proceeded thence to Salines; where they 
feized upon the citadel ; and having hoifted the 
Grand Signior's ftandard, declared themfelves the 
defenders of the fortreffes of their fovereign. 

On the 27th Ibme tranfports arriv^ed at Famaguf^ 
ta with two hundred people ; and one Ghierghi- 
lought, governor of Selefchia in Caramania. 

The fame day Ki6r-Mahamed, a bafhaw of two 
tails, arrived in the harbour of Salines from Sata- 
tu, in a fhip of war belonging to the Grand Signior, 
commanded by Meliks-Bey, and accompanied by 
feveral tranfports of different nations ; leaving on 
board two thoufand infantry, and five hundred 
cavalry. 

Thefe 
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Thefe expeditions^ fet on foot by the Porte, 
were intended to check the rebels, and reftore, 
good order in 'the iiland. As foon as the ba(haw 
arrived, the dragomans of all the confuls went to 
compliment him on board his veflel ; where he re*> 
ceived them with much politenefs, and only alked 
.them fome general queftions refpe£ling the ftate of 
the kingdom, 

Ghierghilought's foldiers difperfmg themfelves 
throughout the environs of Famagufta, committed 
the moft l^orrid ravages. Robbery, plunder, and 
theft were all exercifed by this.band of barbarians ; 
and the ifland, which ought to have looked up to 
them for fafety, received from them a treatment 
which it had not experienced from the rebels, 
Thefe foldiers carried their cruelty fo far as to feize 
fix Greeks, and impale them at the gates of Fama* 
gufta ; they alfo cut off the heads of two Turks-, 
merely to gratify that barbarity which is natural to 
the inhabitants of Caramania, and becaufe they 
were ordered to do fo by their worthy chiefs 

On the 29th, the rebels, who had (hut them- 
felves up in the citadel of Salines, evacuated that 
fortrefs, and retired to their camp, which was ftill 
before Nicofia, 

On the 30th Kior-Mahamed went on fliorej 
and took up his lodging in the houfe of Mr. Pelli, 
a Venetian merchant. Having here learned the 
ravages committed in the neighbourhood of 
Famagufta by Ghierghilought and his troops, 
he ordered that chief to return immediate- 
ly to his duty, which he did without hefita- 
tion ; and peace was reftored to that part of the 
country. 

The fame day the bafhaw fent fo^ all the confjals, 
who inftantly repaired to his houfe, where he con- 
fulted with them on the beft means of re-eftabliih- 

ing 
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iig tfe9quil% ia th« iiliiRd, W^ Mr. Turner 
he conferred mft<?h lofiger i sl$ thr part which h^ 
bad taken in the dispute, and }ii^ quality pi nfiedi- 
ftCor^ enabled him to know the ii^tent^ops of the 
refoeU as well 33 thofe pf g0v^rnmeiK* 

The day fpHowing» the baibaw received public 

»ifit&, during whiah each of the vifuprs |i^d pej- 

' miflion to fit down. This, on the p^rt pf the ba» 

ihaw, wafi a very honourable aiid fla<t;^ring mark 

' ofdifUnaion* 

On ihe lil qf July .Mahomed r^folved to prefent 
himfeir^ith alt his troops, apdthofe of Ghier* 
ghilought, before Nicofia, in prder tp gtccomplifh 
the. objed of his miflion : but he firft wifljed that 
the rebels might retire from the neighbourhood j 
for though his. troops, with thpfe of Ghierghi- 
lought, formed a body of twothoufand fevenhun* 
jdr^ mcn>i well^difeiplifiedf a^d fuffiqi^ntly armed, 
lie was neverthelcfs afraid of comift'g^^jo an engage- 
inent with five thoufand defperadoes. He here* 
ftill took advantage of the m^diatiop of Mr. Tur- 
ner, andfent to HaliPs c$tmp a letter, in which he 
teftified a defire of feeing the rebels return to their 
duty ; promifiiig afterwards to examine, their 
claims at leifure, and to purfue fuch jneafurea as 
might be fatisfa^ory to all parties': hf likewife ad- 
ded, tha:t'he brought them peace, and not war; 
and that he hoped to find them readily difpofed to 
liften to the reafonable conditions which h^ meant' 
to propofe to them as well as to government. Thi$ 
moderate letter, added to the confter^ation diffuf- 
^ throughout the camp of the r^bftls, difpfrfe^ 
the -greater part of HdMVs partizans ; apd that 
chie^ finding himfelf now left with only two hufi- 
drcd refolute followers, threw himfelf into the ci- 
taierof CerinQs, where » number pf women toQk 

flielter 
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Ihelter with him. As they were well acquainted 
tvith th0 fate that awaited them if they (hould be 
taken, they all fwote, in the ihoft folemn manner, 
hjeV^r to yield, but tather to perifh with their arms 
. in theif hands. 

Mr. Turner having ihfornied the bafliaw of the 
fuccefs of his letter, and the defertion of the re- 
bels, Muhamed immediately put himfelf at the 
head of his troops, and marched towards Nicofia j 
leaving the care of Latnic to Meleky-Bey, captain 
of a fhip of war belonging to the Grand Signior, 
whofe foldiers were fufficient to preferve good or- 
der, and fecure the tranquillity of the city and its- 
inhabitants, during his abfence. 

The reftlefs and turbulent Ghierghilought, with 
a barbarous and ferocious body of men at his dif- 
pofal, having renewed his ravages in the neigh- 
bourhood of Salines, the bafliaw reproached him 
for his condud, and threatened to punifti him 
with the utnaoft feverity if he in future dared to 
difobey his orders. This reprimand rendered him 
and his followers furious ; they conceived an im- 
placable hatred againft the inhabitants of Salines 
and Larnic ; and they formed the diabolical plan 
of fetting fire to all the houfes, whether belonging 
to Greeks, Turks, or Europeans, and of blitcher- 
ing the confuls atid their adherents. 

The report of this bloody projefl: occafioned 
unlverfal terror : but the prefence of the bafliaw in- 
fpired the people with frdh courage ; becaufe they 
Were perfuaded that, as long as he remained in 
Larnic, Ghierghilought would rtot attempt any 
thing of importance. Mahomed, well knowing 
the barbarity, of this plunderer, rcfolved to fend 
him to Nicofia before day-light, and thus to free 
the country from amonfl:er who was perhaps about 
to commence its ruin. The bilhaw having fet out. 

Vol. I. L ' about 



146 TRAVELS tHROUGH 

about four in the morning, a peafant fpread the 
alarming report that he had met Ghierghilought 
at the' head of his banditti, at a diflance from the 
route which he had been ordered to purfue ; and 
threatening, when the baihaw ihould be confide- 
rably advanced before him, to return to Larnic, 
and lay it wafte with fire and fword. This report 
being believed, the confternation became general ; 
the people fled in all quarters, and endeavoured 
to xarry along with them their money and mod 
valuable eflfeds ; the Europeans coUeded their 
books and their papers, in order to convey them 
on board the veflels that were in the harbour ; and 
the Turkifli, Grecian, and European women, re- 
duced almoft to a (late of defpair, knew not where 
to conceal themfelves. It was now night ; the fa- 
tal hour was approaching ; and the people ima- 
gined every inflant that they heard the barbarians 
of Caramania. In this ftate of anxious fufpenfe 
they thought it beft to feek for flielter on board the 
' veflels ; and whole multitudes of all defcriptions 
hurried towards the fea fhore. Here, however, 
they found their plan difconcerted j for Meleky- 
Bey, who commanded on that coaft, would fuffer 
none to embark but the women. In vain did the 
Europeans, upon this occafion, plead that they 
were ftrangers. Meleky replied, that his honour 
was concerned ; that in cafes of danger all ought 
to be foldiers ; that the caufe of the inhabitants 
was that of every fovereign who kept up an inter- 
courfe with them ; and that the Europeans even 
ought to aflfift them to repel the attacks of an au- 
dacious rebel. / 

Meleky, neverthelefs, endeavoured to confole 
them by faying that he could not believe the report, 
becaufe it was highly improbable j and he fent in 
fearch of the peaTant, in order that he might put 

him 
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him in prifon until the event ihould declare him 
innocent ,or guilty. There was a fliip of war in 
the harbour belonging to the Grand Signior ; but 
the women, well knowing the licentioufnefs of the 
Turkifli failors, refufed to go on board. They 
refolved, therefore, to repair to the palaces of the 
different confuls, which had been put in a ilate of 
defence, and which were guarded |)efides by bo- 
dies of armed men. Having watched all nighty 
day at length put an end to their fears^ when ac- 
count was brought of the arrival of the balhaw 
and Ghierghilought at Nicofia. 

The man who was detained in prifon, perfifting 
to fay that he had not invented the report which he 
brought, was fet at liberty ; and he was difmiffed 
after he had received an hundred blows on the foles 
of his feet. 

The city of Larnic, reftored to its former tran- 
quillity, had now nothing to fear from the bad 
defigns of the enemy. The veflel fet fail for the 
northern part pf the ifland, and flopped before 
the citadel of Cerines, where the frigate of Craffar- 
Bey, a galley, and two galliots, were then lying ; 
as well as the galliot of Ibrahim-Bey, who would 
neither fuffer any one to quit Cerines, nor the caf- 
tle to be fupplied with provifions. 

During the time he refided at Nicolia, the ba- 
fhaw. feveral times attempted to bring back Halil to 
obedience, by fummoning him to furrender the 
citadel ; but finding that gentle raeafures were 
ineffedual, he marched thither on the 28th of 
June, at the head of his troops, and began to fill 
up the ditches, with a view of fcaling the walls. 
The befieged, however, defended themfelves with 
great refolution ; valour and defpair made up for 
the fewnefs of their number ; and this finall body, 
refolved to perifli rather than capitulate, repulfed 
L 2 the 
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Ateenemy^; DrMkMuniiitdrtupi^fii^iir^m their 
iv^ll-dire6ed artiltery »fiade a dre&'^ul hciroc m 

SoAve €ti«fioiil» ti^re brought on Aore ft&m the 
fhif) of y^t ib batter ti^e citadel ; but they «iW€ 
by no meam fuflScietit l^r the attack of a caftie 
ftrongly fortified, Md well fupplied ys(Mi warlike 
ftDrds and protifiond of efrety kiiid. 
« Force not fucceeding, the bt^iftiaw had ret^mrfd 
to (bratage{k» Se¥eral attetnpt& were made lo get 
poflbffion of Haiti's perfoi^^ but thi$ glory wa6 1«- 
ferved for Meleky-Bey. f reiending to be dfefi- 
rou8 of a private interview with him, HaKl agreed 
to iMet him on the ^ght of Auguft the 14th, 
wheft Mefeky perfuaded Mm to efcape from the-o^f- 
tle by a cond^ed pa^ whkh led to the feai» arnd 
to go on board his mip of war j affuring him that 
h« would be there fafe under the eye of hi^ foJdiers, 
who, firmly attached to the laws of hoaaour^ which 
enjoin uHo defend thofe who claim our protodioii, 
would lofe their lives feoner than lufibr him to be 
carried away. This indeed ihey oWerved in every 
circumftance^ with the moft fcrupulous ait^tion) 
in fpite of their commander, wlio in vatin attempt- 
ed to interpbfe bis authority : and on the 14th of 
the month he was a^in fet on (hore^ a)id put into 
the bands of the baihaw, who treated him well ; 
and having caufed a tent to ht er^&ed, in which 
he was commodioufly lodged, ordered him to be 
jaarK)wly watched; 

The citadel being deprived of its thief, funren* 
d^red the fame <lay i and the women who had fled 
thither for flieher were petmill^ to retire, and to 
qarry' with them all their rffefts* This, however, 
was hot the cafe wi^h the men ; for they wereim->, 
cnediately thrown into prifbft, and loaded with 
irons. Thek fidtKty to HaKl, and the relblutioa 

they 
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they had fertned of foJk>Mrmg Mm into tke ciud^, 
Inade thism be confidered ^s tfce aoth<>rs of the rt- 
belHon ; and on this account they were treated 
as the enemies 6f their eottfttry-. 

When the baftaw feuiid the forttefe in ii& pcjf- 
feffion, he caufed HaRl t?a fe^ agaJ« brought 
before him; held a long conference with Nfni) 
during whtcfi he endeavoured to dilb&Vef wIk) hakl 
beert th$ firft rtibvers of the i«eT«h; and aft^r up- 
braiding him for his^ infidelity tewaf<te bis &>v^ 
veign, who had entrufted him with the care of an 
important citadel, ordered him 'te> be inftamly 
ftrangled in his plrefehce. 

All the fortreffes in the kingdom, by^a lew dif- 
charges of their artillery, proclaimed the death and 
punifhment of this rebel. 

On the 2 1 ft, the bafhaw, before he quitted Ce- 
rines in order to fet out for Nicofia, tqak care to 
(^aufe Ghierghilought to embark with his troops, 
and to fend him back (o Caramania, that he might 
not be undfer any temptation of pafling again 
through Larnic, and the town of Salines. 

He then began to think of inflifting fome punifh- 
ment on the guilty ; and after two hundred heads 
had been cut off, which were fent with that of 
Halil to Conftantinople, peace was reftored to the 
ifland. It however loft a great deal of its riches as 
well as importance ; and fince that period it has 
been advancing with rapid fteps towards decay. 

On the i8th of September, the Porte fent to 
ihe baOiaw a third tail, as a reward for his attenti- 
on, and the celerity with which he put an end to 
the troubles of Cyprus. This is a diftinftion of 
the higheft value, and to which the greateft honour 
is affixed here. 

On the nth of Odober, Hazir-Mahamed- 
Jlffendi, the former governor of Cyprus, having 

giveu 
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given in his difmiffion^ returned to Larnic ; where 
e embarked on the 17th for Conftantinople, on 
board an Italian vefleL 

On the 28th, the bafliaw Kior-Mahamed went 
from Nicofiatb Cerines ; and on the 30th a fmall 
French bark, commanded by captain Vianet, tranf- 
ported him to his new government in Conia, to 
which he had already ^nt all his troops, while 
Soliman»££lendi affumed the reins of government. . 
But, whoever may be governor, this beautiful 
but unhappy ifland will never recpver from the dif- 
afters which it has fuflfered for fo many years, if 
it continues to be fold, as hitherto, to the perfon 
who bids mofl for it. 
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CHAP. XXI. 



OF THE COMMERCE OP THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS. 

1 HE internal commerce of the ifland of Cyprus, 
and that wfiich it carries on with Europe, are fup- 
ported and kept alive by two different articles : 
but one of thefe only is produced in the ifland, 
the other being imported from the neighbourhood 
of Caramania. 

The firft of thefe articles is its cotton ; which on 
account of its whitenefs, foftnefs, and the length 
of its filaments, is accounted the bed in the whole 
Levant. The high price at which it fells, is a fuf- 
ficient proof of its fuperiority over every other kind 
ufed in Europe, and of the intrinfic value of this 
ftaple commodity of the ifland. 

It muft however be remarked, that all the cot- 
ton here is not held in equal eftimation. There 
is fome of different qualities : but it may in gene- 
ral be divided into four kinds ; which are, the 
' flower of the cotton, that which finds a ready 
market, that which is only faleable, and that 
which is not faleable at all. When thefe four 
kinds are united, but mixed in a juft: proportion 
they fuffer no diminution in the price. 1 he regu- 
la;r affortment is, when the merchant in ten packs 
finds three .of the finefl: fort, five fit for market, 
one indifferent, and another faleable. To thel'e 
four kinds we may add another, which is the 
coarfeft part pf all, and in fome meafure the refufe 
of the cotton. Cotton of this kind is never fent to 

Europe : 
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Europe : it remains in the ifland, and is manufac- 
tured by the inhabitants for their own ufe. 

In this ifland there are two kinds of the cotton 
ihrub ; one of which thrive near running water, 
and is cuhivated in thofe villages where there are 
abundance of dreams and rivulets. This, with- 
out doubt, produces the mod beautiful cotton ; 
and on this account it is preferred to the other 
which grows in, thofe diftriSks which are deftitut^ 
of water, or which are refrefhed only by the rains 
that fall in winter. 

The feafon of fowing this plant is thf month of 
April. The inhabitants indeed might begin much 
fooner : but, as the firft (hoots would be above the 
ground at the time when the ifland is laid*wafte by 
locufts,, thefe tender rifmg plants would run the 
rifque of being devoured. In that cafe it would 
be ncceflary for them to begin again ; s^qd in or- 
der to avoid this inconvenience, they think it beft 
to retard the crop. 

The ground deflined for the reception of the 
feed, is prepared in the f^me manner ^$ the corn- 
fields of Italy. Furrows being formed in the earth, 
two or three feeds are put into ihem at one place, 
and three or four at fome little diftance farther. ^ 
and fo on, in the fame manner as French beans. 
As foon as the plants appear above the ground, the 
weakeft are pulled ^ up, and none left but thofe 
which are ftrong and vigorous. In the months of 
June and July, great care is taken to hoe the earth 
gently around them, and to extirpate thofe weeda 
which might tend to check their growth. 

The crop is coUeded in the months of OSoher 
and November ; and as little time is neceflary be- 
fore the feed can be freed from its cover or hufk, 
the firft exportation does npt take pUce till Pebru* 
^ry or March, the year foJIowing. 

It is accounted a good crop wneii the whole prp^ 
ducc of the kingdom amounts to five thoufand bags ; 

but 
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but there are fome bad years, ^en k doee not 
exceed three thoufand. About half a c^mury igo^ 
according to the teftimony of feveral people ftill 
living, the' whole ifland produced, eight thoufand 
bags ; and, under the government of the Veneti- 
an*, thirty thoufand. This difference betweea the 
ancient and modern crops, ariies from the conii* 
derable decreafe in population. . Two natural 
caufes contribute alfo, without doubt^ to the (le* 
rility of this commodity at prefent ; a fcar<:icy of 
rain, and the powerful fcorching winds which blow 
in the month of July, In this months the cotton 
^rub being in flower, the fruit begins to he form* 
ed, and thefe winds make them drop <^; £> that 
lew of theni ever come to maturity. 

The agents of the European merchants are ac- 
cuftomed to pay before-hand the proprietors of this 
produftion, or tbofe who coUeft it. This ufage 
has been introduced into Cyprus within thefe few 
years, on account of the number pf commercial 
houfes eftablifhed in the ifland : btifore, paymetit 
was never made till the delivery i^f the goods. 

A bag of cotton confifts generally of an hun- 
dred bundles, each weighing fix pounds three 
quarters, Florence weight. 

Every kind of merchandiae, whether exported 
or imported, is fubjeft, in Cyprus, to two kinds 
ofexperK:e. The firft is the tarif ; which, being 
eftablifhed by long cuftom, never varies 5 all the 
European factors fubmit to it without murmuring, 
and make no remonftrances whatever againfl it. 
The fecond kind is regulated by the value of the 
merchandize. The cuftom-houfe dues are three 
per cent, j thofe of the conful two ; the charge 
fpr brokefage, one per cent, on the natural value 
. of the goods; and that of commiflion two per cent, 
on die price and expences. If the correfpondent 
pr agent at Cyprus has emplo]^ for the purchafc 

and 
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and ezpences a letter of exchange, on Conftantl- 
nople for example, as ufually happens, one pet 
cent, is then added of brokerage and commii&on, 
for negociating the bill of exchange. 

The expences of tarif, for fending cotton from 
Cyprus to Europe, is five piaftres of the Grand 
Signior's money per bag ; which is equivalent to 
eighteen livres, fivefols, and eight deniers French. 
The piafh-e of the Levant is worth three livres, fix 
fols, and eight deniers ; and a bag weighs fix 
pounds three quarters. 

The greater part of this cotton is tranfported* 
firft to Venice, and from thence difperfed through- 
out all Germany. There is fo great advantage in 
difpofing of it at Venice, that feveral Englifh and 
Dutch houfes, as well as fome at Conftantinople, 
and even Aleppo, fend it to that city at their own 
expences, where it is fold on their account. 

Through this channel it is conveyed every year 
to France and Italy ; but it goes direftly to Hol- 
land and England. 

Silk is another important branch of the com- 
merce of the iiland of Cyprus. It is all prepared 
in the month of May, which is the time when it is 
procured from the cods of the filk-worm. The 
method of breeding filk-worms here is almoft the 
fame as that employed in Italy ; but it is not fub- 
jeft in Cyprus to thofe inconveniencies which arife 
from the variations of the atmofphere, the feafon 
at that epoch being always beautiful and favoura- 
ble. The quality of the filk depends on the places 
where it is collefted. The fineft and whiteft is 
that procured in the environs of Famagufta and 
Carpaflia. The orange and fulphur coloured is 
made in Cythera, or the villages beyond the nor- 
thern mountains ; and that of a gold-yellow colour 
is produced in the territories of Paphos, and the. 
neighbouring country. 

That 
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That principally efteemed in Europe is the white 
fiik, with which a little of the orange and fulphur 
coloured is fometimes mixed ; but in very fmaii 
quai^tities, when it is traufported to England,, 
Holland, or France. Venice and Leghorn re- 
ceive both without diftindion ; and though the 
white filk has the preference there, as well as every 
where elfe, the merchants of thefe places are not 
fo difficult to pleafe as ihofe beyond the mountains. 
The Turks purchafe the greater part of the orange- 
coloured filk, for which they pay a piaftre more, 
and fend it to Cairo. The people there are remark- 
ably fond of this colour ; and the filk, befides, 
is capable of being fpiin into much finer and more 
delicate threads. 

The ifland produces, one year with another, 
twenty-five thoufand bags of filk. It is an efta- 
blifhed cuftom that the price (hall be regulated in 
market-place of Famagufta, during the Tair of St. 
Barnaby. Every year it was fold, formerly, upon . 
the fame footing ; but at prefent, though that fair 
ftill continues, this cuftom is difufed ; and the 
price of filk varies according to circumftances, 
and the demand for it. 

The filk is purchafed and received fuch as it is 
when it comes from the Company ; but the agents 
take care to clean it before they fend it to Europe. 
The wafte is generally from twelve to fifteen per 
cent. ; and this lofs muft be fufiained by the 
European merchants. The coarfe part, difengag- 
cd from the reft of the filk, belongs to the agent, 
who places it to the credit of his correfpondent, at 
the rate of a piaftre per bag ; pointing out to him, 
at the fame time, in his invoice, the reduction oc- 
^afioned by cleaning the filk. 

A bag of filk is generally compofed of three 
hundred pounds ; and, the expences of tarif are 
flight piaftres and a half fpi each bag. 

It 
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It it not onccmmon htve to fee cdminiiGofts from 
Conftantinople and Aleppo for fending (ilk to £0- 
rope ; and feme even come from Eeypt. The ftlk 
18 then fent to Damietta ; from wbich it is ttattf- 
ported to Cairo, where it is manufactured ; and 
thence it it conveyed to Alexandria,^ Le^orn, 
MarfeiHes, and Venice. For this reafon, it is not 
tmufual to fee the filk of tht iitand of CyprQs 
brought from Alexandria to Liegborn. 

The coarfe part, whidi is drawn from the^iBt ?n 
cleaning it, is alfo an objcft of commerce. It is 
fent to Cairo, and thence tranfported to different 
parts of Europe. The cxpences of the tarif, in 
cafes of this kind, are two piaftres and a half for 
each bag, containing one hundred and eighty 
pounds. 

It is cuftomary in Cyprus for people to ftiear 
their (hecp on the loth of March, and the wool is 
cxpofed to fale in the month of Auguft following. 
The annual produce of this commodity i§ about five 
hundred bags, each containing a hundred bundles 
of fix pounds three quarters ; which, as 1 have 
faid above, is the abfplute weight of a bundle. 
But a bundle of wool weighs only fix pounds, and 
a little more j and this confiderable decreafe arifes 
from the oily fubftances with which the wool is 
loaded, and which are incapable of refifling the 
adion of the air and the fun. 

The white wools are more efteemed than the 
brown or the black ; yet thofc that are exported 
are generally mixed^ Some of thefe wools are 
fent to France ; but the moft confiderable mart for 
them is Leghorn. The ufual expence of the tar if 
amounts to three piaftres and a half per bag. 

It is to be obferved that the wool put on board 
Alp rtiufl have contrafted no kind of moifture ; 
for moift wool, when preffcd clofely together, 
as is the cafe when it h (towed into the toM, h 

' apt 
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apt Co beat and catckfire, and confoquently to JMsra 
tlievfi&U 

One^of the moft important objefts of the com* 
msiCQ of the iiiand of C^us, is thofe vmes ufu- 
aHy catted the wines lof the Coomianilery, ^idai 
are generally made in tlie tnonchB of Auguft 
and September. The grapes are of a redcDlanr ; 
the vines ate flender and low 4 and the wine, oa 
account of its dark tint^ has a great re&mblaoce to 
tiie ItaiUan wine of CManti. When made, it is 
put ifito earthen Teileis^ which > are placed under 
the prefTes to receiw^ it^ and which contain each 
about fifteen barrels. Hie lower haif^moft of 
tbeCe veffek is £mk into the earth ; and the iafide 
of them is datibed over with pitchy to prevent the 
earth from attra&ing the wine : hence it hs^pens 
that the win-es of Cyprus fmell. generally of pitch. 
When the wine has remaiivsd a year in thefe veflels, 
k la&s a little of its red colour, ailiimes another 
inclining fomewhat to yellow, and clarifies itfidf 
as it grows old ; fo that at the end of eight m ten 
years it is almoft of the fame colour as the Italian 
mufcadine wine. This clarification produces very 
thick dregs, .which reader it better, and iM-iag it 
to perfecllan ; for it is to be remarked that Acy 
are never feparated from the wine until it is going 
to be drawA oS into other veflels« 

Hidb wines are generally fold on the fpot, at 
the r£ite of fo much per load. Each load contains 
fixteen jars, and each jar five bottles Florence 
meafure. When the winie is brought from thf 
country to town, it m^ufi be put into ca&s in which 
there are dregs 3 and it is to be remarked that no* 
thing tends more to bring it to perfeflion, than to 
draw it off into another vefTel, provided this is not 
doiiie umil a year after it has been put into the 
cdk. Whetiier the ca&s be full or half empsty^ 
makes no difference in the quality of the wine. It 

is 
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is even neceflaiy» ^^^^ ^^ ^^ P^^ ^^^ ^^ <^?I- 
lar, to empty them about the fpace of a hand* 
breadths 

One of the ufual •conditions of the fale is^ that 
the vender is obliged to warrant the goodnefs of 
his wine for a whole year, that is to fay, till the 
15th of Auguft the year following, whether it re- 
mains with him, or is tranfported into the cellar of 
the purcbafer. It is then infpeded; and, if it is 
fpoiled, the vender muft take it again : but, if it 
has kept well, it remains with the buyer, who is 
fufficiently fatisfied with this trial of a year for all 
the wines that he purchafes. 

The ifland produces annually forty thoufand of 
thofe jars already mentioned. The word Comman^ 
dery is the general name of the wines of Cyprus ; 
though the real wine of the Commandery does not 
amount to above ten thoufand jars. The greater 
part, therefore, comes from different cantons of 
the iflaiid. 

The principal part of the wine trade is carried 
on with the Venetians ; for the wines of Cyprus 
are drank at Venice even in the coffee houfes. 
Tbefe people^ however, are not the niceft in their 
choice, fincg the wine which they purchafe is never 
above eighteen months old : the price confequent- 
ly is very different, being never more than a piaf- 
treper jar. The oldeft, and of courfe the.beft, 
is tranfported to France, Holland, and Italy, 
where it is fold at the rate of two piaftres and a 
half, or three piaftres, the jar, which is equal to 
five bottles. Of late years, confiderable quanti- 
ties of it have been exported to Leghorn ; but 
what is fent thither is not, it mufl be owned, of 
the firft quality. , 

It is generally exported in cafks of three hun- 
dred and fifty bottles* The expences of the tarif 

amount 
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amount to ten piaftres and a quarter, the price of 
the ca(k included. 

The age of the oldeft wines ufed in commerce 
does not exceed eight or ten years. It is not true, 
as has been reported, that there is fome of it a 
hundred years old ; but it is certain that, at the 
birth of a fon or a daughter, the father caufes one 
of thefe jars, filled with wine, to be buried in the 
earth, having firft taken the precaution to feal it 
hermetically -y in this manner it may be kept till 
thefe children marry. It is then, placed on the 
tabJe before the bride and bridegroom ; and is dif- 
tributed among their relations, and the other guefts 
invited to the wedding. This is the oldeft wine 
that can be found ; its age is about twenty years, 
or a little more ; but it is not made an objeft of 
commerce, and it never appears except at feftivals 
of that kind. 

The ifland produces other wines of an inferior 
quality, which are commonly drank by the inhabi- 
tants at their meals. Thofe moft efteemed are 
made at a village called Amados, and they have 
a great refemblance to thofe of Provence. Though 
thefe wines are at firft of a dark colour, they grow 
yellow with time: they then lofe their original 
tafte ; and approach, as they grow old, to thofe 
of the Commandery. This kind of wine is never 
fent to Europe : it is fold in the country for the 
ufe of fuch veflels as come hither for pr6vifions, in 
their way to the coaft of Syria. 

The quantity pfMufcadine wine made here docs 
not amount to more than five thoufand jars. Tlie 
price of this wine, and the expences of the tarif, 
are abfolutely the fame as thofe of the wine of the 
Commandery : difterent years however produce 
fome variation. The Mufcadine wine of Cyprus, 
at the end of a year, is a little clearer than that of 
Italy J but as it grows old, it becomes red, and 

acquires 
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acquires ft body^p Oa accmint of ka great fweetneft, 
Mufcadine wine one or two years old is by many 
preforred to that which is of much greater age. 

The coloquintida is amohgft the ciafs of the 
gourds } and creeps on the ground like the cu- 
cumber, to which it has a great refemblance in its 
leaves, its flowers, and even its fruit. When the 
fruit has not yet attained to maturity, it is of a 
deep green colour, ftriped with yellow. It is then 
put to dry in fome place expofed to the fun, where 
It foon becomes entirely yellow ; and being after- 
wards (tripped of its (kin, which is ufelefs, no- 
thing remains but the pulp. This pulp contains 
feeds, which are likewife of no ufe. 

This plant, at teaft for the moft part, grows 
without cultivation. There are whole fields cover- 
ed with k ; and yet a hundred quintals, of a hun- 
dred bags per quintal, can fcarcely be procured 
every year ; becaufe, when dry and cleaned, it 
becomes extremely light. The crop is colleftcd in 
the month erf May. 

The moft numerous commiffions for this article 
comes from Amfterdam, Hamburgh, and Leg- 
horn : a fmall quantity is fent alfo to Marfeilles and 
Venice. It is tranfported in large boxes of fifty 
or even a hundred bags. The coloquintida moft 
cfteemed is that which, when ftripped of its outer ' 
fkln, appears white and entire. It is therefore 
packed up with great care : but it often happens 
that many 6f them are broken in the paffage, to 
the prejudice, not of the exporter, but of the Eu- 
ropean merchant j for it is cuftomary that the feed 
which drops from the coloquintida muft be charg- 
ed to his account ; and, as the feed is that part of 
fhe fruit which weighs moft, the lofs of it fome- 
fitnes occaTions a decreafe of fifty per cent. 
X The manner of fending it to England is differ- 
ettt. The feed is firft taken out, and nothing left 

but 
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but the^ulp,' which the Englifh oolled, :and j;)ut 
into linen bags. This melhod is attended with nh^ 
fmail inc^n'venience, that people caai e^iiil^ foe 
through the qpenings of the bags whatkiiid^)! 
IhrieF^^uidize is contamed in them. . 

Coloquintida is ah article which lauH: be ,pre;j 
ferved, pot only from rain, but fron^ every kind 
of moifture, as«b©di are eq-uaHy prgudici^l to.iu 
The expences -^ the tarif, to fead it to LeghorHi 
are, fifteen piaftres for a quarter of a hundred 
peifhtj.and ten piaftres for a quart^ of bs^f ,a 
hi^ndred weight, including the value of the pack- 
ing box. 

ThegJ'eater part of the Jabdanuni is collefted in 
the fpring time, in the village of Lafcara, 

it is a kind of dew which falls in the night ^n 
certain plants jfefembJing fage, and bearing anew* 
Her f6mev^hat like the wild rofes that grow in the 



In the iht>raiii\g very early, before the fun ha$ 
diJipated this xlew;, the {he^erds drive their flodcs 
of goats to the fields ; and the labdanum being 
ti^ky and of a vifcoas jiature, adherer to their 
J^eafrds.' It is then carefiiUy taken from them j and 
tW . kd>danlum, thus coile£ted> is the pureft .^nd 
' ^leaft adruherated with heterogeneous matuer. WhiUl 
ih&k a^tmak are feeding^ in the plaln^ the (hep- 
Jheffds colleftit at the fame time, by fixing a goat's 
Ikin to the end of a, fmall liick, with which they 
:§^tiy fweep thofe plants that are covered with this 
fiibbftance. 

The wind in the day time generally covers 
tJlefe pJahts with duft ; amd hence it happens tliat 
fher labdanum, eith^ in whole or in part^ is nevei: 
free from paixtune :^ but i^ is purified at Nicofia by 
*n»eaixs of fire and oil. Iiiabdanum prepared in this 
maimer becomes much fofter, and emits a ftroo* 
jgi&f odour. The principal ftorehoufe of this com- 

Vol. I. JM modity 
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modity is Nicofia, wh^re it is packed up to be fent 
to Lamic ; from which it is tranfported to differ^ 
cnt parts of Europe. The expence of the tarif to 
Leghorn is five piaflres for a quarter of a box, 
containing a hundred and eighty, and fometitnes 
three hundred pounds. 

'Madder is a root of a reddifli colour, which 
grows in the neighbourhood of Famagufta, and 
the village of Citti, in a ftony or fandy foil on the 
fea fhore. Of this root there are two kinds : one 
of which is produced naturally, and the other by 
cultivation. Thofe who wifh for an abundant crop, 
muft leave the plants in the ground for two or 
three years ; the root then becomes larger, and 
contains more juice : but if it be pulled up every 
year, it is poor and meagre ; and the pulp, which 
yields the colouring matter, contains only, a very 
imall quantity. This colouring matter circulates 
under the outer (kin ; or, as we may fay, the epi* 
dermis of the root : and in the middle there is a 
fmall filament, of a woody fubftance, entirely def- 
titute of colour. 

Every feafon is proper for collefting this root* 
But as it is neceflary fometimes to dig pretty deep 
into thie earth in order to procure it, this operation 
is generally performed in the months of January 
and February ; as the rains which are then fre- 
quent'moiflen the foil, naturally hard, and confe- 
quently render it eafy to be opened. 

When the roots are taken from the ground, the 
hdies are again filled up : for the fmall fragments 
of the root which remain in them fpring up and 
propagate ; fo that, at the end of two years, the 
fame and even a larger quantity may be coU^ded^ 
' if the winters have been moid and rainy. 

The roots when coUeSed, are laid out to dry ; 

but, as far as is polEble, in a place pot expofed to 

" ' the 
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the fun. This precaution mufl be taken in order 
to preferve the <:olour. 

ITiis rdpt was once a grjeat article of trade with 
the cities of Aleppo and Bagdat, from which it 
was tranfported to Perfia 5 but the late troubles in 
that kingdom, by deftroying both commerce and 
the arts, checked the importation of it. A new 
market, however, has been opened fdr it in France^ 
' where a great quantity of it is fold* 

It is ufed in the Levant for dying cotton fluffs 
red. The dye is produced by a mixture of this 
root and (heeps blood. Many of thefe cotton fluffs, 
which I have fince learned are common in France, - 
are exported from Cyprus to Leghorn. The ex- 
pence of the tariff to Leghorn is five piaftres for 
a quintal of a hundred bags* 

Madder is attended with the fame inconveni- 
ence as wool ; and it has happened that, owing to 
its hot being packed* up when thoroughly dry and 
free from all moiflure, it has caught fire, and burnt 
I the veflel. 

Cochineal is collefted here alfo, but in fmall 
quantities ; and is exported only to Venice, ' where 
it is fold to very great advantage. The expence 
of the tarif is fix piaflres and a half for a whole bag 
confifting of fix hundred pounds. 

In the village of Calopfidra, as I have remarked 
in the twenty-ninth chapter, is found the plant 
i glafs-wort ; the afhes of which, when burnt, are 

' employed in the fabrication of glafs' and foap. 

This plant is collefted in the months of September 
and Oftober, and is burnt in fummer. During 
the time I refided at Cyprus I faw none of it ex- 
ported; except to Marfeilles. The expenccs of 
the tarif were three quarters of a piaflre per packet. 
The turpentine of Cyprus is coUeded in two 
different ways. The firfl and th« befl i$ by cut- 
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ting an incifion in tbe tisc«, ^^ira i«he turp^iitiiifr 
iflues from it in clear brilliaiu drops, whkh are col- 
leded in the (ummer mormi^s. The fecond is, to 
fuffer it to £di to the ground ; but in tlii$ ca£^ th? 
turpentine is not fo pure, and is coi^iequently inf(^* 
rior m value to the former. 

lliis fiU)ftance is put into earthen y^iTeU ix^hicfa 
are capable of continuing about tw^enty pQU(i^4s 
each ; but thofe who purchafe it ,mufl: ,be y^ry 
cautious left they fliould be dcjceived* When 
* thefe veifels are firft opened, the turpentine ap- 
pears to be of the fineft quality ; but it pften hapr 
pens that the Cypriots pot below ibme qf a very 
inferior kind, and make you paythejp^e price 
for it as if it were the beft* 

The turpentine of Cyprus is highly efti^eroed^' 
and much fought after, efpedaUy at Venice. The 
greatell quantity of it is colle£lieiA in th^ e»yiron^ 
of Paphos, which forms one of the divifioqs qf, the 
ifland. The expesbce of the tarif i^ foi^r pi^ftres 
and a quarter for a box, which generally ccHltaji^ 
four vafes. 

The cloth maBu£ai£luiied in the lftw(^ of Cy^ri^ 
k of two kinds ; one of which conAAs of fi)k and 
cotiton, and the other of cotton only. A vjery ex- 
tenfive trade in thefe articles W3§. fennierly c^rijie^l 
on wilh every pari of Eurppe ; but at p^'^fent this 
trade is very ii^iicdy and confined merely to t^f^ 
ipq)ortationof a fe^wiilk ami cotton ;ftuSs : the un- 
jicvokiable coafequence of the high prAce. tQ which 
tfaeilb ftuffs^ have, been advanced, wiiinn thj^q £^ 
years, 

Nicofia is the grand' njiaga^ine for tfi^jp } ^^^ 
di&expence of the tarif is three piafifes {oT:^, kQ^y 
the contei^ts of. which xnay be Wj9rth ^km^t ^Vfi 
hundred piaftre$. . 

' ikeen^ earth for. the ufeof paintcugs is^ ffiM^j: tl^ 
^^xed price of four piaflxesand a quarter for a mea- 

furc 
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fttre of aa hundred cakes. It is carried from the 
pit$ tn large baiSsets made of the palm tree ; and 
three of thefe ba&ets generally contain the above- 
memioned cpantity. A great deal of it is export^ 
edto Holland, and it is generailly fent by way of 
ballaft to veffekw Thfe expence* of the tarif are a 
piaftfe and one fifth per mreafure. . 

The brown umbre of Cyprus is exceedingly 
fine ; it h tranfported from the country to town in 
carts, at the tijioderate rate of a piaftre and a quar- 
ter for a load, containing about twelve hundred 
potinds. The expences of the tarif amount to three 
quarters of a piaftre^ I'he greater part of this 
commodity is exported to Holland. 

Xhe iftand of Cyprus produces much more grain 
than is confumed by its inhabitants ; and on this 
account conlid^erable quantities of it are exported. 
Several veffels are every year loaded with it* But 
it is to be remarked, thgt though the governor 
permits this illicit trade, thefte yeffek are fo much 
afraid of meeting with a fhip of war belonging to 
the (prand Signibr, that they are obliged to have 
recourfe to fraud ; for the Porte does not allow 
provifions of this kind to be fent to either France 
or Italy, or to any country not under its domini-- 
on. I'his prohibition, however, does nof. pre^ 
vent a great deal from being* fent every year to 
Leghorn, Genoa, Marfeilles, and the ifland of 
Jjjalta. 

The permits which the mafters of Veflek obtain 
from their refpedtive governors, are never for Eut. 
ropean countries^ but for thofe which are fubjeft 
to the Grand Signior : and though the latter are 
fufficiently acquainted with the- deftination of thefe 
veffels, they stre contented with the accuftomed 
dues', and fttflfer them to go wherever they think 
proper, 
^ Even 
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Even when a (hip of war meets a veflel loaded 
with provifions for a Chriftian country, the cap: ' 
tain fuifers the, latter to pafs unmolefted upon the 
payment of a handful of fequins, which he prefers 
to the trouble of conducing her to Conftantino- 
plc, though engaged in a fraudulent traffic ; but 
fhould the captain be honed enough to difcharge 
his duty, the cargo would be confifcated, and con- 
veyed to the royal granaries, I'he ambafladors of 
Chriftian powers, at the Porte, fometimes find 
means to oppofe fuch depredations ; or at leaft to 
get a compofition, by prevailing on government tq 
pay the value of the cargo in ready money. Some 
years ago Mr. De Penckland, the inter-nuncio, 
recovered the value of a cargo of corn, which an 
Italian veflel was carrying to Leghorn, and which 
had been feizcH and confifcated for the ufe of the - 
Grand Signior, by aTurkifli fhipof war. Before 
any lading of this kind is taken onboard, it is beft 
to obtain, through the medium of the coriful, a 
paflport frpm the governor of Nicofia, which will 
coft a piaftre and three fifths. This expence will 
be included in that x>f the tarif, which I flijill men- 
tion hereafter. 

There is very fine wheat in the eaftern parts of 
the ifland ; but it is produced in fuch ftnall quan- 
tities, that it is fcarcely fufEcient for the confump-" 
iion of the inhabitants. 

The beft and heavieft wheat, and confequently 
the leaft apt to fpoil, is found in the cantons around 
Paphos, and the fountain of Amon. It is in th(? 
grcateft jequeft ; and large quantities of it fire ex^ 
ported to chriftian countries. 

It may be here not improper, in order to der 
ftroy the prejudice of Italy refpefting this produc* 
tion of the ifland, to exhibit it in a more advaur 
tageous point of view. Some years ago, a confi- 
dfifable quantity of the wheat from Paphos, and 

'the 
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t!)e fountain of Amon, was imported to Leghorn ; 
but being found unwholefome, and of a bad qua- 
lity, on account of its being mix^d with grain of 
every kind, it could not be fold, and the merch- 
ants there would never after receive any more 
of it. - 

I afterwards fawin this ifland bread made of the, 
fame wheat, and of that in the eaftqrn part of the 
kingdom, both of which appeared to me to be ex- 
cellent. I can even fay that it was better and more 
beautiful than any to be found in Syria, or the 
other countries of the Levant. 

With this wheat a kind of grain is indeed mix- 
ed, which prevents the bread from being of a 
white colour ; btit the women feparate it with 
great care and addrefs : it is befides falfe that it is 
found in fuch quantities as is fuppofed in many 
places. Care is alfo taken to pick out thofe grains 
which are punftured by wevils, a kind of infects' 
that deftroy corn ; arid this is done with the great- 
er eafe, as the damaged part floats on the furface 
of water, whilft the. r^ft finjcs to the bottom. 
Whatever fcarcity there may be in the kingdom, 
the women always employ the fame precautions.' 
The lofs which refults from this operation is almoft 
infenfible ; and, as damaged grain cannot be con- 
verted into proper flour, by freeing the wheat 
'from all foreign particles, and from thofe earthly 
fubftances which inftead of nourifhing injure the 
body, thefe people coufult the good of their health. 
A meafure of Cyprus makes about three Italian' 
bufliels. The expence of the tarif amounts to a 
piaftre on three quarters of a meafure, the dues for 
brokerage included. It may be proper to mention 
he^e that the confuls* dues are two per cent, at the • 
rate of two piaftres per meafure; jmd thofe of • 
the cuiiomhoufe, in place of three per cent, .are^ 

charged ' 
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^^4 *gr^ trakiie if caw^A 051, 'm tl^is ^tick-oii 
fiiip f;9a^ of %rii: - Ifi Mgafii |p tjl^i§ caw9KQdifey», 
it is neceflary ftill to have recourfe to ihe co^ful,, 
iA0][4er to obtain, permiflion to (bpd itQ^t 0^ the 
U#g4Q9?>. whfch i& graAted on B^y^Pg ^^^ 49^r- 
te«Q£^.p.i4ftr^.pei;mejtfui;€; ^nd th\H witii tijj^; 
^ffi^cesoftha t^ifj .*i»Quat& t^ ?}gii| piaft^os.. 
T^H?r^ ar^. no duties p?iid oOf t-hig J^tjc^ft. ^\tlwJi Mi 
the cuftpm-houfe, the confpl, on for l^rpkerage i 
hut s^ fimp)6CQn^mi0ion o^ four pen q^iu. ta^e^oi^ 
tlie ^^iujS of the xnef ch^pdi^t 

3.2^It,, th^t natural pi:odw£tiq^ ofthe^ ifla»4> QQ»? * 
cqruing vhichlhave aUe^y %QkeQ,. i^- no jpnger: 
ap. o^e^ of coixuni^rqq i^i^h. chnjlif^n countries, as 
the e;^oi:tat^on. of it is not foi^nd^ ady^L^tageoi^i^v 
The. regular, prjc^ ofi this prjpc}\i^io|> h^ three poaf- 
ties and one: hfth for ai Wtaggpiau loa^ of a thpi^;^n4 
buihels) V^hich? with th^ es^fxeiv^^s of tf^if, dp, not 
^i^,Ujgtt tafoui:. pi^ftr.ep. 

This trade is carried on at prefent in.Syria.aiidiat 
Conftantinople. The cJ^ptaini? of veflipU which go, 
to Syria^purchafq-the falt^ and ft!l it on thjpir owi^ 
accbuiit. ThU kind of traiEc fuits^ th^m fo muqhi, 
the- better, as their voyages tq thatco?^ aiienot 
yery profitaI>Ie. Ships, deflined foR Gonfl^otiijo- 
[jq fojnetirnes t^ on bqard a^ wgp of, iu for 
want qf more valuable an4 lucrative cpi^tfao* 
cjities:. 

The othe^ four produdions o£ th^ ifls^nd are c^r 
rob beans, tar, pitch, and planfcs. Th^ Turk4: 
apd-Gree^ rqfidcnt in the. country c^r^ry qn a pajn- 
ticuis^f. traftein carol? bi^s,. w.hiqh they; trjanfpqrt 
t?' ^gypt, ajG^d thei city of Alexaftdriai ; fp that they . 
Employ every, year fPT: thi^ purpofjs feyer^l of thpfg: 
l^urof^ap veffels that trade to the- Levant. With 
"*' ' • '""'" '"^ ' ' ■ regar<^ 
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fegaa^lo tine refii of tb^ppodudfidns, dieir defli^ 
ziatioii k^ the fame ; btit th^^ trade earned on in 
thsm is^ of fo Utdd' impoptance^ thatthe Europeans 
difiain it^ aad:^ abandon k entirely to the Cypriart 
^rchaf^Si 

^uch are the natural p^uSions of tbis^ iilaad^ 
yMch undottbtecHy fbrra^the rieheft and mofr lit- 
cnadv^ bi^anch ot iu commerce. Let vts now^ tS(ke 
a-vievic o^ tbofe cpm«>odities that are brought to it 
from Caramania, and which it exports to the dift 
ferent couutries^^ of Eum^pei 

Liquid ftomss, or the guxigi of a tree of the feme 
name, is^ brought from Caramania in fmali boxes. 
The quality* of ftorax depends on its being whiter 
and it is never perfecllyib until it has been freed 
from that g*ofe' part called thefenwL In order tq 
prove it, care IfcD.uld be taken tq mafcea- ftnall incii. 
fion in» it with a knife, in order that theinfide of it 
may be feen; for one ought ^ot to truft tor the 
furface, which is formed of the pureft and ^^teft 
part. To this 4eGeption5 which is^ much praftifed; 
Ihe purchafer muft take great care not to become a 
dupe. 

This article is^ tranfported to every cotmtiy; in 
Europe. The expencea of tarif amount to one 
piaftre three q^arter« for a^ package confifting of 
four boxes*: each box coijrtains ftom thirty to thirty- 
three pounds of p«re refim 

When the liquid' ftpraa^ has* been colleftedj thbfi 
employed i» this^ operation feratch the fldes of-the 
inqifion^ through whkh it Has diftilled'; and this 
produces a^ kind: of Iteraxj but* very inferior in 
quality, to the firft. 4 n^ixture is .generally, made 
of both; ; 2«|d though the laft^ . by fallings quite, to 
ifbe ;bottoni« ofi t}le* tree^ is loaded' with duft-, it-is 
however never neglefted. The ftorax whirftar** 
tives- mix^dn this manner fixjm- the- coaft^fCara* 
jnania, U p^ into liarg^QauWrons y vvhere by the 
' * • ' '' meau5 
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means of iire, and continual flirting, itisfepafat« 
cd from the dregs and earthy part, called the femol} 
and which, being thus deprived of that which form- 
ed its greateft value, is fold at a very low price. 

Storax purified in this manner, and put into 
bags, is fold to the European merchants, who fend 
it to all the different countries of Europe. The 
expences of tarif amount to two piaftres and a half 
for a bag containing a hundred and fifty or a hun- 
dred and eighty pounds. 

Storax, to be perfed, muft be fat, and of a 
brown colour. The goodnefs pf it may be eafily 
afcertained ; as nothing more is neceffary than to 
take a fmail quantity of it, formed into a pafte, 
and to apply it to a candle. The greater or lefs 
compaftnefs of its parts, and its readinefs or flow- 
nefs to catch fire, determine its quality. 

The camels hair tranfported from Caramania to 
the ifland of Cyprus, is of the fame kind as that 
brought from Smyrna to Europe ; but a difference 
in ttie preparation of it occafions a difference alfo 
jn the quality. That fent to Cyprus abounds with 
thofe hairs called bridles, yrhich are exceedingly 
hard, and of no utility ; but thj^t of Smyrna is 
abfpl^J^^ly fr^^ from them. The fame precautions 
Height be ufed at Cyprus as are employed at Smyr- 
na ; but the fmall population of the ifland will not 
admit of a tedious operation that requires a m^ltir 
tude of hands. Some years ago this, branch of 
commerce was in full vigour; and though it was 
not attended with very great fuccefs in Europe, 
(the lownefs pf the prige has hitherto prevented it 
from becoming ei^tirely extinft. The expences 
pf tarif are three piaftres and one quarter for a 
bale confifting of a little niore than three hundred 
pounds. 

The city of Nicofia h the general magazine for 
iJie yellow wax of Caramania ; and it is there that 

* ' ' th? 
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the merchants of the latter country enter into con- 
tracts for it with thofe of Cyprus. It is afterwards 
jtranfported to Larnic, ,and exported thence to the 
Chriftian countries in cafks or packages of three 
hundred pounds each: the expences of the.tarif 
amount to five piaftres and a quarter per calk. 

The gall nuts for dying/which grow in Cara- 
mania, are of different kinds. The beft, how- 
ever, are thofe which, on account of the prickles 
^hat cover them, zxq caW^A, prickly gall-nuts i thefe 
are alfo the heavieft. They are of a deep green 
colour mixed with bhck ; but there are fome of a 
yellpw colour, which belong to the prickly fpecies, 
though they are far inferior in quality. The greatr 
er part of thefe nuts are not fent to Cyprus, but 
are tranfported froni Smyrna and Aleppo to diifer- 
ent chriftian countries. They are a produftion of 
the territory of Moful in Diarbeck ; at leafl thofe 
of that country are in the greatefl requeft. Thofe 
which are exported from Caramahia to Cyprus are 
of a difFerept fpecies from the prickly kind ; they 
are of lefs value, and may be eafily known by their 
Jightnefe and yellow colour. Thefe are not much 
eileemed in Europe^; but fome years, when the 
K:rop of the prickly gall-nut fails, they are e^f- 
jtremely dear. The Europeans, rendered lefs dif^ 
ficult in their choice by circumftances, are obliged 
to fupply by the former the deficiency of the latter. 
The expence of tarif amounts to three piaftres and 
a half per package. ' 

To a view of the internal and external com- 
. merce of the ifland of Cyprus, we ought doubtlefs 
to add that of the foreign trade whicTh it carries ou 
with Europe. The extent of this commerce, in 
refpe6k to the articles imported and confumed by 
the inhabitants, is neceffarily very limited, and 
feems fcarcely worthy the attention of a traveller, 
^ >muft, however^ mention that twenty-four ^)ales 

^ ■ ' ■■ •'■ ■ ■ ■■ ^ 
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oi that fine cloth called hndrins * ar6 fold trtt^ 
year for the ufe of the Ftench ; two boxes of Fian- 
rence and Ruffian fattin, each containing ten pieces; 
lour boxes of Lucca fattin, of aH colours except 
green and black $ a box of light ftuffs in general { 
twenty barrels of tin, twenty bags of pepper ; five 
thoufand pounds of the fineil iron, from the mines 
of Tuicany ; a like quantity of lead ; fix hundred 
pounds of American indiffo ; and the fame of co^ 
chineai. The profit ariung from all thefe differ* 
ent articles is from fifteen to twenty per cent. 

Some of thefe commodities are fent to odier 
countries of the Levant, but in fuch fmall quanti* 
tie^ that they are hardly worth mentioning. 
. The greater part of the goods with which Cy- 
prus furniihes the Europeans, is paid for with 
ready money, or bills of exchange. 

The Bills; of exchange negociated in the 
iflaad of Cyprus are for the mo(k part drawi^ 
upon. Conftantinopje. This bulinefs is gene- 
rally traniaded with the governor ; and the 
dragomans of the refpedive confuls are the con- 
traflting parties, on paying one half per cent, which 
^immifhes the expence on the drawer. 

Bills, on Conftantinople are generally payable 
thirty days after date ; and when they are at two 
payments, the firft takes place at the tim« of the 
jiegociation, and the fecond thirty-one days after, 
Tfhe expences of brokerage and permiffion a»e- 
charged by the agent to his employer. 

The intereft of money, in the ifland of Cyprus, 
^ at the rate of twelve per cent, per annum. Thi^ 

IS 

* LondHfW ftre akind of doth roadi in France, in tb^ pni- 
yuices of LsLnguedoc, Dauphinyy and Provence, for the Le- 
vant trade. They are manufaflured in. fuch a manner as to 
^naiiate thofe exported from London, and thence take their . 
fiame. T. 
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is. aa ancienU ^%^ ihtcoduced oa account of the \ 
r^ik ixicurred by leading moiiiey lo the inbabitan^ ' 
of the country. 

As the law of Mahomet confounds ufury with 1«- 
gal interefl, tb^ latter is exprefsiy forbidden t-o fhe 
Turks. This, however, docs not prevent them from 
leading at. intereft: but in theip obUgatioos the 
lender adds the intereft to ''the principiiil ; fi^ thAt^ 
w,ben a hundred piaftres are bprrowed for a year, ' 
a note rauflr be ^iven for a hundred and twdive, | 

The only mon-ey current in the ifland of Cyprus 
is that coined by the Grand Sigaion With re- 
gard to' foreign fpecie, there is a^ae permitted to 
be in circulation but Venetian fequins. 

Before I finilh this chapter, I nvufl: obfervc that 
more than fix hundred merchant veffels of differ- 
ent European nations tou<;h at^ Cyprus every year. 
Thefe veffels am em:pIoyed either in. conveying 
merchandize and tranfporting p-aflfeng^rs from oii« 
part of Syria to another, or in trading with dhrif* 
tian. countiies. Bjsfid^s thefe, there are a great 
m^y ihips bearing the Turkifli flag^ as ' wdfl as 
fhips of war beloijigiag to the Grand Signior, and 
other princes* During my refidenice ia the ifland, 
there arrived here, in 1761*, one Venetian (hip 
and two frigates, under * the cjaBS^nand of M* 
Fofc^ri^ auicji another under thftt of M. Alvife 
Rlva; in 176a, a Venetian fcip and frigate^ com^ 
mended by M. Fofc^iri ; aod two Fren<^ fhips, one 
frigat.e5 and two galleys, commawted by Mr. Dc 
Bon;, in 17^3, a Venetian frigate, undier the 
<;Qmman4of M. Molino ; and^ i» 17^^ a.ffcench 
&ipqfwar, and twQ.fri^afi^, imd^r theMmmand 
of de Beaufr^mont, prmce de Leftinois; a»d.a 
Veinetian frigai:^ ^^cw^^imLiided by/M> Z^no. 

The prii^^cipai objeQ: Qf thdi Eatopeain fliif« of 
^^f which viru thedj&risntfeftrpom- -Qf;the Len 
vgm, i^,t;o obferve the fituatiou of their faftories, 

to 
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to coTTcdt abufes in them, and to caufe the fub*^ 
jcds of thofe fovereigns to which they belong to 
be properly treated. The Turks fhew a great ref-» 
pcd for the flags of Chriftian princes, 

I have never beheld, without finding my foul 
elevated, the fuccefs and flourifhing ftate of a com- 
mercial city. The love which I bear to all man- 
kind unites in my heart every emotion of pleafure, 
vhen I fee a multitude of people happy and con- 
tented ; fo that at public folemnities the tears in- 
voluntarily ftart from my eyes, and indicate the 
joy which I experience. Can any mind, however 
little it may be fufceptible of fenfibility, not feel 
an intereft m the fpeftacle exhibited by numerous 
individuals laying the foundation of their private ^ 
fortunes on the noble bafis of the general welfare ; 
exerting their induflry to promote the profperity of 
their families : tranfporting from foreign countries 
whatever their own may be in want of; and in 
turn difpofing of their fuperfluities in thofe remote 
regions? Nature, indeed, by diftributing her blef- 
fings over the different parts of the world, feems 
to have had in view this grand corrcfpondence of 
mankind ; and hence it happens that all the inha- 
bitants of the univerfe afe dependent on each 
other, and that the mofr diftant countries arc 
brought together by the magic. of their common 
intereft. Every clime has fome produdion pecu- 
liar to it : a certain kind of food grows fometimes 
in one, and the feafoning proper for it in another. 
The fruits of Portugal are corrected by the pro- 
dufiion of Barbadoes ; and the infufion of a plant 
from China is fweetened by the juice of an Indian 
cane. 

Our European cups are perfumed by the Philip- 
|>ines. The drefs of a lady of quality is often com- 
pofed of articles brought from a hundred different 

eountriesar 
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countries. The thick fur that fecures her hands 
from the feverity of the cold ; and that light inftru- 
ment, the artificial ventilations of which, for want 
of the zephyrs, prefcrve the freflinefs of her com« 
plexion, come from oppofite extremities of the 
earth. The ample filk veftment which covers her 
fhoulders, and the light gauze that adorns her 
breaft, are fent, one from the torrid zone, and 
the other from below the poles. Hier brocades are 
Brought from the mines of Peru ; and that rich 
diamond collar, of which flie is ftill prouder than 
of her ch^irms, has, before it came into her poffef-^ 
fion, traverfed the vaft empire of the Mogul. 
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OF CYnttJS, AND THE SfiA-PaitT8 OF SYRIA. 

1 HE French conful is ftyled Efgiiire, an<J Coua- 
fellor to the King ; and in all p uWic w private ce- 
remonies Tie takes precedency of the reft- One o( 
the duties of his office is, to proteft the fubjefts of 
his Chriftian Majefty, and all the Europeans who 
' have no particular conful of their ovin. The of* 
ficers under his direftion are — 

Firft, A deputy, or a kind of treafurer and in- 
fpeftor of the national bank, elefted every year 
by the merchants. On the death of the conful he 
affumes the title of Proconful, until he receives in- 
ftruftions from his court. 

Secondly, The chancellor oi^the confulfliip, 
•who exercifes that offiqe by virtue of a brevet from 
the king. He is the only perfon, except the conful, 
•who has a right to wear a fword. 

Thirdly, The principal dragoman, or interpre- 
ter of the oriental languages, and two inferior 
ones. 

'Ehf- authority of the French conful is without 
doubt the moft extenfive. He commands in the 
name of the king ; and by this name, every thing 
is done, and all are obedient. Should it be necef- 
fary to deliberate upon any matter that may con- 
cern the intereft of the nation, the conful convokes 
an affembly compofed only of merchants, and the 
affair is decided by a plurality of voices. 

^ The 
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The Engil&i cpnful, though dependant on the 
hcv^nt Cprnpiany, muft be confirmed in his dignity 
by a diplwji;a fr<>m his Britannia; M ajefty. 1 hi$ 
ppnCUl, in virtue of letter^ patent tranfmitted to 
him from the ambaflador^ df different fovereigns at 
Conftantinople, is alfo vice-conful of the empire, 
Tijfcany, Denmark, and Holland- His' authority 
^ however is very limited; for, in chaftifmg offen* 
derS) he cannot exceed the bouttdaries of certain 
flight punifliments. Some great crime, prejudicial 
to the honour of his nation, mud be committed^ 
before he can condemn any perfon to exile. He 
takes care alfo that no one fhall embrace the Ma- 
hometan religion. In fuch a cafe, having :€ized 
the apodate, he carries him before the tribunal of 
the chancery ; and the procefs is terminated by the 
banifliment of the culprit. This comul, be^des 
the Englifii chancery ' dependant on the L<?vant 
Company, holds one alfo called the Tufcan ciian- 
cery, approved and confirmed by the internuncio 
of the empire at Conftantinople. The affairs of 
the Italians and Imperialift's are determined in this 
tribunal ; but thofe of the Danes and Dutch are 
referred to the Englifti. 

Befides the appointments which the E^gliffi dra- 
goihan receives, from the Levant Company, the 
conful, on account of the fervices which this in* 
t^irpreter i^enders to otli^r nations, affigns him a 
yearly falary from his own treafury. 

The kingdoms pf Naples and Sicily had for a 
long time a conful each ; but ajl their affairs at 
prefent are under the dkeaion of the Venetian 
conful. 

The jurifdiftion of the Utter is attended with this 
peculiarity, that it extends a great way on the Sy- 
rian coaft, from Jaffa to Tripoli j where there are 
proconfuls chofen by him» 4^ who a^ in confe- 
quence of bis authority. 

Vol. I N , The 
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The Neapolitans, Sicilians, and Swedes are un- 
der his protedion, by the recommendation of 
their refpe£live ambafladors at the court of Con- 
ftantinople. The chancellor of the coniulihip of 
Venice muft be a Vei^etian, appointed and paid 
by the republic. 

The confulfhip of Ragufa has been abolifhed 
four or five years ; and the affairs of that petty 
(late are now referred to the French chancery. 

The arrival of a new conful in the ifland of 
Cyprus is attended with no little ceremony. This 
event is firft announced to his countrymen ; after 
which, the vice-conful gives notice of it to the 
other confuls, who immediately hoift the ftandard 
of their fovereign, and at an appointed hour fend 
their chancellor, with a dr<igoraan, and a com- 
pany of janiffaries, to receive him on the fliore, 
where all the people of the fame nation are affem- 
bled. The new conful, followed by a numerous 
train, repairs then to the confular palace, where 
he is complimented by the dragoman, in the 
name of all the confuls, which terminates the 
fcene. 

Thefe confuls, befides a diploma from their fo- 
vereign, have alfo one from the OttQnian Porte, 
which gives them the title of bados-bey^ equivalent 
to that of Ambaffador. 

The conful, immediately after he lands, fends 
the principal interpreter to Nicofia, the capital of 
the kingdom, to inform the governor of his arri- 
val, of the protteftin^ authority with Mhich he is 
vefted, by the fpecial mandate of his fovereign, 
and of the diploma he has received from the Porte. 
The governor in his turn compliments the conful 
on his new dignity, and difmiffes the interpreter. 
"When the latter comes back, the conful makes 
known the eharafter in which he appears, ac- 
cording to the ufual forms. After publilhing a 

proclama- 
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proclamation, the letters patent of his foverdgn 
are read; the different confuls, accompanied by 
their countrynlen, go and compliment him, and 
he repays their vifit with the fame ceremonlaL All 
this is not done, until the day and hour moft con- 
venient for the parties have been reciprocally 
agreed upon and fettled. The prefe^ts which the 
confuls are accuftonied to give to the agents of 
government are called confular and national e^t- 
pences. Thefe prefents amount to four hundred 
piaftres of the Grand Signior's coin, which make 
about an hundred fequins of Florence. To this 
we may add the falaries of the dragomans and ja-. 
niffaries, which amount to about a hundred fe- 
quins more. 

Among the extraordinary expences, are ranked 
all thofe which refult from controverfies between 
the Europeans under the protedion of the confuls, 
and the Turki(h tribunals. If thefe controverfies 
affeft the honour of the nation, andaf the accufed 
perfon is poor, he is affifted by money from the 
public treafury. The arrival of a bafliaw occafions 
alfo expence ; and the prefents ufual in fuch cir- 
cumftances confift of a few pieces of ftuff, worth 
about a hundred and fifty fequins. There are 
fome prefents like wife that muft be given to the 
captains of thofe (hips of war belonging to the 
Grand Signior, which anchor near the town of 
Salines. 

The captains and officers of a (hip of war, dur- 
ing their refidence here, are admitted to the con- 
ftil's table. The conful therefore is allowed ten 
piaftres a day for each veffel armed for war, as 
long as it remains in the ifland. The Englifli con- 
ful advances the nioney ; and the Levant Com- 
pany reimburfes him every year, on prefenting 
his account. The ^Venetian conful does not enjoy 
N a the 
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the fame privileges^ Sorhc muft treat them at hi$ 
own expence. 

One of the greatell obligations of the confuls in 
Turkey, and that to which they are exprelly 
bound in the moifl formal manner is,, to obey the 
orders, and promote, as far as lies in their power, 
d}e intentions of their fovereign ; to caufe him to 
be re^e&ed in their perf6n ; and to. be a£tive in 
proteding fuch of their own countrymen, or fo- 
reigners, as may be recommended to them. 

No conful can fupport the fubjeds of another 
pince, to the detriment of their own conful ; but 
m 69le of a purfuit, he is obliged to open to them 
the door^ of his palace ; which, in the eyes of the 
Turks, is an afylum that cannot be violated. 

They muil not defend the rajas againlt the fub* 
jefls of the Grand Signior, but by virtue of a fpe- 
cial mandate from the Porte. This order, renew- 
ed in 1766, was received by Soliman E&ndi, 
then governor ; who gave notice to all the con- 
fuls to fend their dragomans to Nicoiia to bear it 
read. The confuls having aflembled, unanimoufly 
rq>lied, that the governor muft know the place of 
their refidence ; and that, if he had any order 
from his fovereign to communicate, he might fend 
it to the tribunal of Larnic, where they would 
caufe their dragomans to attend. The governor, 
ftruck with this bold anfwer^ thought propex to 
comply ; and for the future, he feemed to pay 
more refpeft to the envoys of the Chriftian princes. 
. The confuls may fettle fuch difierences as arife 
between thofe under their protection and the na- 
tives, and alfo thofe difputes which the former 
jnay have with the fubjeds of another nation. In 
fuch a cafe, howev^, there muft be an agreement 
between the confuls ; an arbiter is then chofen^ 
but the parties are not obliged to acquiefce in their 
determination } for they cannot deprive them of 

that 
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that right which every client has, of appealing to 
his real judges. 

A new governor is received by the confuls with 
a great deal of cerenaony ; and the latter muft 
fend their dragomans and janiffaries to the city 
where he refides, to compliment him in the name 
of their refpefliive nations. It fometimes happeri 
that the governor, not fatisfied with thefe compli- 
ments, requires the confuls to pay him a vifit'iri 
perfon, on a certain day which he mentions : but 
in that cafe, it is neceffary that he fhould be at 
Larnic. Vifits of this kind he never returns. 
The fame ceremonies are neceffary when a baftiaw 
lands in the ifland. 

The digdaban, on the contrary, when he comes 
to take polfeflion of the government of Larnic, 
mud, as well as the cadi, pay the firft vifit to the 
confuls, who receive him with all their country- 
men : but the confuls are not obliged to teturn h. 

When a child is born to the Grand Signior, the 
confuls muft unite in the public demonftrations of 
joy. They illuminate their palaces, and thofe un- 
der their proteftion illuminate their houfes for 
three days. One of the hall§ of the confular pa- 
lace is converted into a kind of public coffee- 
room, where liquors are ferved out to every per- 
fon who choofes, whether Chrillian or Mahome- 
tan. In the jear 1762 I was prefent at a feftival 
of this kind, when the joy of the confuls and of 
all the Europeans was mamfefted by artificial fire- 
works, entertainments, balls, and fports of every 
kind. All the confuls difplayed their different 
flags, and fent their dragomans and janiffaries to 
the governor, to teftify how much they were in- 
tereftcd in the happy event. 

A conful, even when he goes to pay a private 
vifit, has a janiffary always to walk before him ; 
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but on public ceremonies, he is attended Vlfo by 
a dragoman. 

Their concord and good intelligence one with 
another tend greatly to preferve that refpeft which 
they receive from the public ; and it is this falu* 
tary unanimity which gives fo much force to their 
remonftrances and complaints againft the oppref* 
five afts of an arbitrary government, which dreads 
nothing fo much as this happy agreement in their 
reprefentatives. 

Between two belligerent nations, all public 
connexion ceafes. In the laft war, therefore, be*- 
tween France and England, the duties of the En» 
glilh conful were difcharged by the Italian chan* 
cellor and dragoman. 

The mod important and curious vifit is that 
paid to the governor, which is generally at an ap- 
pointed hour. The conful firft fends, by his dra- 
goman accompanied with a janiffary, a prefent 
confifting of certain veftments, made of fome kind 
of cloth or ftuff. When the hour arrives, all 
thofe under the confuFs proteftion affemble ; and 
they fet out, preceded by two janiffaries, clothed 
in long fcarlet robes bordered with black, and 
having their heads covered with caps. Thefc are 
followed by the dragomans ; after whom comes 
the conful ; and his dependants clofe the rean 
When they arrive at the governor's palace, the 
conful is received by one of his minifters at the 
gate, and introduced into the hall of audience ; 
at the entrance of which the fciaufces and cioci- 
dars are ranged in order. The conful having 
taken his ftatioh, the governor comes forth from 
another hall ; and as foon as he appears, the fci- 
aufces cry out with a loud voice, la-Allah^ or 
may God preferve our matter. The conful places 
himfelf upon a high feat which he brings along 

with 
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with him from his palace ; and the governor fits 
down on a fopha, which is a kind of eafy chair, 
covered with a canopy made of printed callico, 
or cloth embroidered with gold. On one fide, 
though at fome diftance, fit the other Europeans i 
but the Turks and fervants remain {landing. The 
governor is furrounded by the ciocadars and fci- 
aufces, whofe attitudes fliew refped, or rather fer- 
vility. They .have their right hands on their 
breafts, and their eyes continually fixed on the 
defpot, to be ready on the leaft fignal ; for they, 
are fo well acquainted with his charafter, or ra- 
ther the ufages of his court, that a wink, a look, 
or even a fimple gefture is fufEcient to make them 
comprehend what he means. The firft compli- 
ments are made without the conful or his people 
uncovering. They only apply the right hand to 
the left fide of the breaft, and gently incline the 
body. The governor ftrctches forth his hand, 
for the conful to kifs it ; and when this is done, 
they enter into converfation ; the fubjeft of which, 
generally, is the different fovereigns, and the 
public and political affairs of Europe. One of 
the ciocadars, with one knee on the ground, af- 
terwards fpreads a taffety cloth over thofe of the 
governor, and gives another to the conful ; but 
inftead of kneeling, he only falutes him with re- 
fpe£t when he prelents it. Some fweat- meats are 
then fervcd up, of which the Europeans partsJce 
in their turn, and immediately after thefe comes 
coffee, prepared according to the manner of the 
orientals :• that is to fay, without fugar, and in . 
fmall cups which are never entirely filled ; for, in 
the opinion of the Mahometans, this would be an 
offence againft civility. The entertainment is 
concluded by a fpecies of cordial, which exhales a 
very flrong odour of amber and mulk. 

The 
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'the wnverfation continues as low a^ A<f CM- 
fur$ company proves agreeable to tne goveflior. 
At length two ciocadaf $ irrlve, One bearing a tafe 
of rc4fe water, with which he gently befprinkle^ 
the hands and face of all thdle prefenf, beginning " 
with the governor and the Conful ; and the dther 
.diftributes the perfume, which is a fignal reidily 
underftodd. In the Levant this h a geftfeel ftte- 
thod of difmiffing vifitors. The COnfn^ therefbf e, 
rifes Up ; and having received a pf efent of fcJmc 
inuflin handkerchicfa, which are diftribtited alfb 
amorig the other Europeans, he retires, ij^hile the 
governor remains on his feat wlthdut waiting 6ti 
him to the door, 

A vifit to a bafhaw is condufted almoft' in the 
fame manner ; but with this difference, ttiat hk 
court is more numerous, and that the cotiful only 
is permitted to fit down in his pfefence. It is at-r 
tended alfo with a concert of different inftru* 
ments, fuch as drums, hautboys, flutes, trumpets, 
horns and pfalteries. 

The digdaban and the cadi, when they come ta 
take pofleflion, the one in quality ofcommiflaty, 
and the other of his judicial office, fifft pay a vlflt 
to the conful, at which the fame ceremonial is; ob- 
ferved. The digdaban, for example, having fitt- 
ed on the hour withahe conful, repairs to his pa- 
lace on horfeback, accompanied by three 6r four 
ciocadars; and having entered the court, dif- 
mounts in his half boots, which are not taken oflf 
till he is feated on a fopha deftined for that puf- 
pofe in the hall of audience. The conful, with ' 
his ofEcers and attendants, receives him there 
ftanding, and with their hats on their heads. The 
digdaban then fits down, while all the company 
do the fame ; and after the firff compliments they 
begin to converfe by me^s of an interpret er," A 

janiffary 
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janiflkfy ptefetifg t6 the digdaban in feecefficn a 
pipe, tobadcd, fweet-meats, cofiee, and lemonade, 
or fomefhing elfe of the Itke'kind ; and the con- 
ful difmiffes him in the Tiirfdfh manner, by the 
afperfibn of rofe W^er and a little perfume of 
aloes. The digdaban's Htve^ having pot on his 
half-bOot.^, he irtimediatefy retires, and the cdn- 
ful and his people remain' in their places ; but the 
dragomans accompany him to the door, and jrre- 
tend to fiippdrt him %ith r^ieir arms when he 
mounts oA hbffeback. 

Some days after, the eonfafwith all Ws pccrpfe' 
returns the vifit ; and the fame order almoft is ob- 
ferved as in gding'to waif on the governor. Tne 
janiffaries, however, inftead of caps, have only 
plain turbans. The digdaban, or the cadi, re- 
ceives the conful in perfon, and does not make 
him wait, like the governor or a bafliaw. I have 
already fpoken of the divan, or fopha, which is 
the name gived in the caft to certain parts of a hall 
r'aifed one or two palms above the level of the floor. 
Over this feat is fpread a carpet ; and the back part 
of it is ftuflPed, and covered with printed callico, 
or fome other light kind of cloth. On this vaft 
bench, which by a kind of partitions is divid- 
ed into fo many diftinfl: feat€, the Turks con- 
verfe, eat, and often even fleep. The word divan 
among the Turks fignifies properly a council hall, 
or a kind of exchange where public affairs are 
difcuiTed. 

U is the duty of the confuls in the Levant to 
watch over the fafety of the country in which they 
rcfide, as well as over that of its environs. On 
the flighted appearance of the plague, they muft 
give information to the minifters of their refpec- 
tive fovercigns, in the letters which they tranfmit 
to them by European veffels : the fmallefl: negli- 
gence 
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gence in this refycSt is inexcufeable* There are 
no more, as I have faid, than three confuls efta- 
bliihed in the ifland. All trade is forbid to thofe 
of France and Venice ; but the £nglifh conful on 
this head enjoys perfedl liberty. On the death of 
aconfuly a chancellor, a dragoman, or any mer- 
chant, the flag is difplayed on the confular pa* 
lace ; and intelligence of this event is conveyed 
to all the confuls, who repair to the houfe of the 
deceafed, and accompany the body to the grave. 
If it be a conful, the janiflaries appear with their 
diftinguifhing badges : if jt be an archbifliop, the 
confuk are contented with fending to the funeral . 
fome of the otScers belonging to their palace. 
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OF THE DIFFERENT OFFICERS BELONGING TO 
THE, CONSULS, AND THEIR VARIOUS JUNC- 
TIONS. 

1 HE chancellors of the confulfliip are generally 
natives of that nation the interefts of which they 
defend. Their bufinefs is to keep a regifter of all 
the afts that proceed from the chancery. They 
mud examine the commiflions of all captains, and 
deliver difpatches to the European veffels, toge* 
ther with paffports. They are permitted to take 
copies of different afts ; but to be authentic, they 
muft be figned and fealed with the feal of the 
chancery. The conful, after having verified the 
chancellor's minutes; adds his own fignaturej and 
the copy having thus gone through every formali- 
ty, becomes an irrefiftible proof in the tribunals, 
Thefe chancellors, by the nature of their fundian$, 
may be confidered as fecretaries to the. confulfliip. 
^ The chancellor of the French confulfliip is confti,- 
tuted-by virtue of ^ brevet from the king : the reft 
are chofen by the confuls, and confirmed by the 
ambaffadors of their refpedive nations. At Con- 
ftantinople they are next in rank to the conful ; 
and walk always at his fide, both in private vifits 
and public ceremonies. 

The dragomans, or interpreters of the oriental 
languages, whofe bufinefs is to explain convert- 
tion, ^d tranflate languages, receive for thcfefcr- 

yicc« 
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vices a certain allowance from the court, or the 
confuL 

Thefe dragomans muft never be abfent from the 
confular palace ; and a great part of their employ- 
ment is, io give a faithful tranflation of the confuls • 
letters to the governors ^nd judges. When any 
of the confuls grants a public audience to a Turk, ' 
however well verfed he may be in the oriental lan- 
guages, he mufl fpeak to him in his own, arnf the 
dragoman muft give an explanation of it to the 
mahometan. A dragoman, who is the bearer of 
any order or letter, muft be accompanied by a ja- 
ftiflkry. Befidcs common dragomans there are 
fome of another kind, who have a diploma front 
the Porte,' and are fubjcft to the Grand Signior; 
He ftiakes a prefent of them to ambafiadors, who 
diftribute, them throughout the diiferent confirt- 
ftips of the Levant. They are generally Greeks, 
Armenians, or Jews; and their diploma coft^ 
them five hundred fequins. This diploma renders 
them fubjcfts to thofe to whom rhey are given, 
trom that moment they ar6 exempted from all 
obedience to the Grand Signior, and freed from 
the oppreflion of his minifters. It is to be ob- 
fefved, that tins proteftion is extended even to 
their wives and children ; but when the hulband is '^ 
dead, his family are again fubjeft to their former 
forereign. Their obligations are confined to their 
acknowledging the conful for their proteftor ; and 
to paying him due refpefll upon every fultable oc- 
caficn. The fervices Which they render to, the 
conful are, upon their part, voluntary a£ts, which 
he cannot compel them to perform. 

The drefs of th^ dragomans refembles that of 
the Turks ; but, inftead of a turban, they wear a 
e^p bdi'defed with fable's fkin, or with the fur of 
fome other animal. ^ 

The 
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The janiflaries are Turkifli foldiers, who Hand 
as fentinels at the gates of the confuk' palaces. 
Thw alfo walk before theip wheu they appear in 

Sublic, coaiinually beating the ground with a 
ick^ which is a fignal for the people to file off, 
and in^iake way for the conful. £ach coaful ha&, 
geaeraJly, two of them in his pay, whom he 
choofes himfelf ; but not without firfl giving notice 
to the janifl^ry their general. He may even keep 
a greater nunier, provided he pays them. 



CHAP. XXIV. 



DUTIES OF THOSE UNDER THE PROTECTION OF 
THE CONSULS, AND OF CAPTAINS OF SHIPS 
WHEN THEY ARRIVE IN PORT. 

1 HE naoment tiiefub)c& of any European priace 
has clamed the pro^e&ion of the coaful, the Im&r 
bocomes as it were his fovereign ; and he mvift 
pay him every xlefereace and refpefit. Thefe ex- 
ternal teftiiQonies of di^ty make a great impre£> 
£on on the minds of the Xurks ; aad the efteena 
in which they hold a nation is always proporticvQed 
to the veaeration entertained by the fubjefts of 
tiut country for the coafalar dignity. Every time 
that a perfon^ under the pjjoteftion of a conful, 
refuf<?s to obey when fumrnboned be£ore him, he is 
guilty <^ a fault, for wihich I^e is UabJe to be pii- 
wihcd. ^ He is obliged alfo^ on the commence- 

ment 
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ment of every year, to renew his teftimomcs of 
rdpe£l: and attachment towards him. 

He muft likewife pay with the utmoft punctua- 
lity the confular dues, thofe of the chancery, and 
other impofitions of the like kind. Thefe the 
confuls receive, as they are intruded by their ref- 
peftive fovereigns with the power, of impofmg 
them. 

If any of the Europeans are under the necefEty 
of having recourfe to a Turkilh tribunal to obtain 
juftice, they are obliged to give notice to the con- 
ful, and to requeft his permiffion. 

If any differences arife between the Europeans, 
and if the affair cannot be amicably fettled, he 
muil endeavour to bring about an accommoda- 
tion, and adminifler IlriQ; juftice between the 
parties. 

If an European goes into the country on a jour- 
ney, the conful muft be made acquainted with his 
departure, and with the place which he intends to 
vifit, that he may be able to inform him of any 
difaflers which may happen at his habitation dur- 
ing his abfence. "• 

An European cannot marry without the con- 
fent of the conful; and this is granted only to 
commercial people, or to thofe who' are known to 
be in eafy circumftances ; the woman alfo muft be 
an European, or under the proteftion of fomc 
Chriftiah prince ; for every European is cxprefsly 
forbidden to marry a Mahometan woman. If, 
notwithftanding this prohibition, a marriage is 
confummated, the man by this ad becomes a fub- 
jeft of the Grand Signior, and liable to be taxed 
in the fame manner as the Turks. ^ If he refufes, 
the conful, freed from all care on this head, with- 
draws from him the proteftion of his prince, and 
leaves him expofedto all thefeverity of the Otto- 
man 
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man juftice. To the French, marriage of every 
kind is forbidden in the Levant. In cafe of dif- 
obedience,! the conful, two months after the mar- 
riage is declared, fignifies to the contumacious 
couple, that they muft tranfport themfelves to 
France: they have no other alternative therefore 
but to fubmit. 

Every European here may carry on trade both 
wholefale and retail : but the French muft be au- 
thorized by a certificate from the Chamber of 
Commerce at Marfe:jles. This permiffion is. not 
extended beyond the period oiF ten years, at the 
expiration of which thofe who enjoyed it are oblig- 
ed to return to France. People of other nations 
may remain in the ifland as long as they choofe. 
When an European arrives here, he prelents him- 
felf before the conful, and tells him the motives 
that induced him to vifit the ifland. If ke is a va- 
gabond, or a perfon of a bad charafter, the con- 
ful does not fail to take the firft opportunity of 
getting rid of him, and of fending him back to 
Europe. 

When the captain of a veffel lands on this ifland, 
he does not immediately go to his correfpohdent, 
but to the conful's palace ; where he gives an ac- 
count of the place from which he came, as well as 
of the intention of his voyage ; and delivers fuch 
letters as he has brought with him : he muft alfo 
Ihew his commiflSon and paflport. If it be incon- 
venient for him to carry thefe papers along with 
him, the conful fends his chancellor to examine 
them on board his Ihip. In Syria, however, 
where (hips, during their ftay at any place, always 
' remain in harbour, the confuls cannot compel a 
' captain to carry his papers out of his fliip, on ac- 
count of the danger he might run of being obliged 
to leave them, fhould he be under the neceflity of 
>qtiitting*the harbour in ftormy weather. 

A captain 
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A captain xnuft be weU acqu^iaced with every^ 
part. of his duty; for igopr^nce in this relpe^ 
\irhich is culpable in every country^ is attended 
here with the moft difagreeable oonfequences. 
Every thing is heavy und^sr fo rigorous a govera- 
menty where the fovereign's authority is felt only 
by the weight of his fceptre. The confuls, there- 
fore, have occafion for all their vigilance to pre- 
vent continual cqmplaints agaunft thofe veflels, the 
greater part of which are employed in the fervice of 
the Turks, for tranfporting from one place to ano- 
ther goods, paflengers, and' pilgrims \ as the cap- 
tains of them have often, by th^r imprudence in 
commercial matters, done .a hur-t to their national 
flag. 

The cuftom of returning every three years to 
Europe, to renew their letters-patent tod paffport, 
were it not now fellen into difufe, would obviate 
many inconveniences very common in Syria, to 
which the greater part of thefc fliips are freighted. 
If a veflel attacked by the plague anchors in the* 
roads near any town, or is preparing to enter the 
harbour, the crew, before they go pn Ihore, muft: 
,make a fignal for the nece0ary affiftance. Though 
government employs no precautions here in the 
time of the plague, the confuk oppofe the landing 
of thofe infefted, unlefs the country itfelf at that 
lime is ravaged by this deftrufltive fcojurge. 

In 1 764, ^hen Cyprus enjoyed the' moll perfeft 
falubrity, a French veflel, half loaded, but infed- 
ed with the plague, which flie had caught at Con- 
ftantinople, arrived at the ifland. All the lailors 
had died except three, whom the conful ordered, 
in the name of the king, to remain in the roads, 
and not to come oijihore till the end of forty days. 
In this interval, two of them were carried off by the 
difeafe, and the third only efcaped. Some people 

havii^ 
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having afterwards gone on board the veffel to clean 
it, to remove the goods, and to take an inventory 
of the cargo, . one of them, died whilft they were 
turning over the Tarioti^ articles ; and it was then 
difcovcred that the veffel and all the goods were in- 
feded. The precautions taken on this occafion 
faved the ifland, which had been exempted from 
this horrid tiiftemper imce the year 1 7 66. 

A reffel, when fhe quits atiy country where the 
plague prevails, whatever be her deftinatiori, muft 
take a certificate of health ; and on the flighteiit 
fufpicton of her being infedbed) the captain is 
iobligcd, before be has any communication with 
the inhabitants, to give notice to the conftil, and 
to follow Xuch regulatitDns as he .preficril^es* 
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CHAP. XXV. 



AK ACCOUNT OP THE PLAGUE WHICH IN iy6o 
RAVAGED THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS, THE CiTV, 
OF ACRE, AND ALL SYRIA. 

In the month of January 1760, I fct out from 
Leghorn, in order to go to Cyprus, which I 
reached after a fhort and agreeable voyage. My 
pleafure^ however, was not of long duration ;. for 
on the 3d of February, the day of my arrival at 
the ifland, I learned that this country was infeiled 
with the pfague ; and the towns of Salines and 
Larnic, ftill free from this terrible fcourge, beheld 
it, not without terror, exercifmg its ravages in the 
city of Nicofia, where fome new viftim fell a m- 
crifice every day to its fury. The pifture of the 
whole ifland a prey to inevitable deftru^on, was 
continually before their eyes j and the ew 4iad al- 
ready extended itfelf to the maritime teg*" 
which, on ' account of their greater populai 
tended more to increafe the progrefs of this d%f- 
trous diftemper. The confuls, merchant^, 4|d 
Europeans in general, were therefore extremely 
cautious in holding any intercourfe with them. 
Several fequeftered themfelves entirely from all 
fociety : others were preparing to fliut themfelvejs 
up in their houfcs, and to condemn themfelves to 
voluntary imprifonment, until it fhould pleafe 
Providence to deliver the kingdom. On the ap- 
proach of a danger which I had hitherto confidered 
as at a diflance, I was, I mufl: own, not a little 

alarmed : 
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aUrmed : but as I was obliged to go on (hore^ an 
European advifed me to be on my guard, to ap- 
proach no perfon, and to touch nothing fufpicious. 
He afliired me alfo that the town of Salines, and 
the city of Larnic, had not yet experienced any 
• / fymptoms of the difeafe ; but that their correfpon- /j/l^ 6 

, dence with the capital would render it impoflible 
for them to avoid it. 

As foon as I landed, I pard a vifit to the con* 
ful, which is a duty impofed by cuftom on all 
ftrangers who arrive here. In my way, I careful- 
ly avoided every perfon whom I met ; and they, 
in their turn, feemed to be adtuated by the like 
fear, and to employ the fame precautions^ as my- 
felf. It was really a diftreffing fpeftacle, to fee the 

I mutual horror infpired by people who a little be- 

fore were united in the ftrideft bonds of friend(hip« 
The conful received me in a very gracious manner ; 

, and I had the honour of being invited to dine with 

him. When I waited upon the French conful, 
attended by fome people in whom I could confide, 
he converfed with me from within his palace, and 
next day I partook of a repaft with him. Thefe 

; were the only perfons whom I could fee : the other 

confuls, and the greater part of the merchants, 
Ihut up in their houfes as in citadels, would not 
have {hewn themfelves for the whole world. 

The fame evening I went to take leave of the 
Englifli conful : but this gentleman, to whom I 
had hitherto enjoyed free accefs, thought proper 
to redouble his precaution ; for he had juft heard 
that three of the inhabitants of the town were at- 
tacked by the plague. As for me, I went and 
paffed the night on board the veffel in which I had 
* talL|j^ a paifage hither. 
^ If^xt morning, having bufincfs with the French 
conful, I returned to the town, where the danger 
was now increafed. Of the three infefted people 

O a two 
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tw6 bad ^ied, and the third was exceedingly IH. 
The contagion, befides; had isiade k Very rapid 
progteiTg ; and ftveral others found themfelves at* 
tacked by violent fymptbms^. On g<Dittg to the 
hOufe of the Englilh conful^ f was >ef\ired adtnlt- 
ta;ac^ •, bnt I fpokc to hitn through thofe pofts with 
t^hich the conftils^ oil fnch Melancholy occafions,- 
are accuftomed to barricade their palaces. The- 
Frtrich icoAful, who viriaf lefs tiknoroas, gave me an 
audience. He informed Yhe that this fcoutg^ had 
begun to dethrt itfelf twb Aotiths before on thfe 
coafts of Syria, - and in the interior parts^ of the 
country ; hut that the loVig lapfe of time fince the 
laft plague had leffened the vigilance of the inhabi- 
tietnts, tvhofi^ fatal fecurity hadcottverted a particu- 
lar nvisfortufte into a ^eral calamity. It tiyay 
readily be conceived' hcrw ftiuch I was afflicted by 
this intelKgfehce, a^ t ihttttded to vifit almoft eV^ry 
port in the Levant* T howeVer refolved to re- 
embark with the firft' fair Wind, and to quit this 
folitary ifland j witertaininj; a hope, though pCT- 
haps in vain, that I (hould be more iFortuhatfe in 
Syria. The fame evening, therefore, I took leave 
of the Englifh conful, and did not again return to 
Larnic. 

The ifland of Cyprus had for thirty years been 
free from this fcourge, fo rapid in its progrefei 
and fo terrible in its confeqiienccs, when the un- 
happy remains of a Turkifli veffel, driven on ihore 
near Paphos, difturbed its happy tranquillity* 
The city of Nict)fia, where the uhfor'tvniatfe faifors 
found an afflum after their Ihipwreck, was the 
firft vtftim of its imprudent gehefofity. The de* 
flruftive difdrdef , daTdfittg its baleful influence 
every where around, foon ov^erfpriead the greater 
part of the ifland, and did not iofe its fetal aftlvity 
till it had ravaged the country for fix months, and 
fwept off above twtemy thdufand inhabitants. 
' On 
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' : On tWSth of February I quitted th« hatbour 
of Salines, and next morning anchored ia that of 
.Caipha, on the coaft of Syria; I wiiHad to have 
proceeded to the city of Acre^ which U eight miles 
diillant from dipha towards the north : but the 
hazrbour at that feafon is not tenable. 

My firft c^re on my arrival being to learn whe- 
ther the plague prevailed in that country, I was 
informed, hot vrtthout a confiderable 'degree of 
alarms that this fcourge in its greateftadivity, 
' added to feverai (hocks of an earthquake, had oc-^ 
cafioned great d^fblatioh not on,ly in the town and 
territories of Acre, Init in the whole extent of 
"Syria, as fat as Antioch ; and that this city 'had 
feen tKofe buildipgs thrown down wliich had re- 
: filled the violent earthquake that had happened in 
, the year 1 15 of the chriftian aera, under the em- 
pire of Trajan. 

I remained on board till the 22d of F<^bru^ty, 
hoping that time would bring fome alleviation of 
thefe evils :. but matters, inftead of becoming bet- 
ter, grew every day Worfe, Tired at length of 
waiting in anxious fufpenfe, I qauifed the bark to 
put to fea, in orc^er to go to Acre, where # (hut 
myfelf up in a» apartment in the French* quarter. 
Here the inhabitants converfed with me oi^ly at a 
diftance. I might indeed have been perm^iDted to 
mix with them by fubmittJng to a proof of twen^ 
ty days ; but I preferred my Colitude, though I 
V^as not altogether alone. I was accompanied in 
my retreat by three people belonging to my velfel, 
who feared with me in all my petty domellie em- 
barraffments. Each in fucceffion took upon bim- 
; felf fome family operation ; and t-he pleafamri^s 
occafloned by entering into thefe minuti^j fo new 
to us, made us fomeiimes forget our fears. Our 
communication with our neighbours was confined 
• to receiving provifions, and other things of the 

fame 
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fame kind, which had not been infeAed by the 
contagion. 

The firft day appeared exceedingly difmal and 
melancholy. The tedioufheft of fo clofe a con- 
finement ; the tears and lamentations of thofe who 
.were interring in heaps the unhappy viftims. of 
the malady ; the fear of another earthquake ; the 
flill greater terror of bearing in one's bofom the 
deftruftive germ which had expanded with fo 
much fury in the reft of the city ; and the cries of 
defpair which were fucceeded by the filence of the 
dead— all preffing into the troubled imagination^ 
would have daunted the minds of the moft intre- 
pid. It was during this time of mourning that 
cuftom appeared to me to be the true ' gift of 
Heaven : it renders us in fome m'eafure infenfible 
to pleafure, it is true ; but it blunts our feelings, 
and renders us lefs fufceptible of pain. My agita- 
tion, however, was at length calmed; and the 
'fame fpftdacle continually recurring, fuffered me 
to recover the ufe bf my refleftion, and fufEcient 
power of mind to make obfervations. I therefore 
ftudied the origin, progrefs, fufpenfion, and final 
decline of this terrible fcourge, by keeping a 
daily journal of its ravagies, as well as of the care 
apd precaution employed by thofe who fequefter- 
ing themfelves thought they fliould be able to- 
efcape its fury. With the method praftifed by 
the French I am, above all, well acquainted ; for, 
befides other opportunities, I had the advantage 
of being able to follow it with my eyes. As my 
remarks may induce fome happy ahd benevolent 
genius to purfue the fame fubjeft, and to make 
fuch difcoveries as will prove highly beneficial to 
mankind, I (hall here give the fubftance of them. 

As Syria had for thirty years enjoyed the 
greateft falubrity, the inhabitants had loft every 
idea of this fcourge, which had formerly been fo 

deftruftive 
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deftruSive to their country. An epizootic difor- 
der, however, which broke. out among the cattle,- 
and particularly among the fheep, in 1748, made 
them at length entertain fomeapprehenfions for 
themfelves. The year following they were ftill • 
further, alarmed by feveral fhocks of an earth- 
quake, and the whole coaft was covered with 
ruins. Thefe ravages they confidereias fo many 
forerunners of the plague, efpecially as that which 
happened in 1730 had been announced by the like 
difafters. Their conjeftures were indeed foon 
realized : in the month of December . 1759 a fe- 
ver, which was charafterifed uhder the name of 
malignant, broke out in the ifland. But this er-- 
ror Was not of long continuance ; for the plague 
declared itfelf in 1760, and in a few days infefted 
the whole city of Acre. The plague does not 
refide in Syria, nor is that the place where it ge* 
nerally begins. It receives this fatal prefent from 
Egypt ; and its ufual feat is Alexandria,. Cairo, or 
the environs of Damietta. The plague of which I 
now fpeak came, at the fame time, from Cairo 
and Alexandria; to the latter of which it had 
been brought from Conftantinople. This fcdurge, 
when it comes from that metropolis, as well as 
from the cities of Smyrna and Salonica, acquires 
a peculiar malignity ; and its activity never ex- 
pands itfelf with more fury than in the plains of . 
Egypt, which it overfpreads with incredible rapi- 
dity. Travelers, and fhips which tranfport goods 
from one place to another, are its ufual vehicles. 
It is pbferved that this plague, fo deftrudive to 
Egypt,, feldom attacks Syria ; but that the latter 
in its turn has every thing to dread from the 
influence of a plague hatched in the bofom of 

Egypf- , 

Every European, on the flighted appearance of 
this fcourge, after making fuch preparations, and ' 

taking 
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taking fuch precautions as are uiiial on the K^ 
occaiions, fhuts himfelf cloj^ly up vfkh bis whole 
family. 

Th£ Mahometans alone, more intrepid', go 
abroad as ufual; keep up the fame intereourfe 
with one another ; give each other fuch aififtaace 
as mav be neceflary ; and often fly to the relief 
of a chriftian^ when deferted by bis friends. . This 
intrepidity arifes from th& belief which they have 
that the decrees of Providjence are unalterable, 
and that the execution of them caimot be fufpend^ 
ed-by the vain precautions of menv 
. The Mahometans of Syria, lefs familiarized 
with this fcourge, make ufe however of Ibme pre- 
cautions, which upon this occafion they aug- 
mented. 'Ibey pubiiihed an ordoniiance forbid- 
ding every veffel attacked by the plague to ent^r 
their ports : but their vigilance in this refped 
was fo remifs that it was not fufficient to prevent 
the contagion. 

The governor of Acre checked the progrefs of 
this plague, by giving the inhabitants the means 
of withdrawing from its ravages : and thefe means, 
though abfolutely contrary to the dogmas of the 
Mahometan religion, vv^ere eagerly embraced. 
The Europeans became their models : and the go- 
vernor, slter deriving from them every neceffary 
information, Ihut himfelf up, atter their example, 
together with his numerous family. 

The muphti alone, born the proteftor of the 
Mahometan law, cannot imitate a'condiift which 
that law condemns. Inftead of (hutting himfelf 
up with filence in a prudent confinement, he 
thundered forth againft this new method; re- 
proached the governor for his condud ; and, hav- 
ing treated him as an impious perfon, concluded 
• by threatening him with all the vengeance of 
Heaven, The governor, hawev^, oftly laughed 

at 
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atthkpiaija foUy of the i»iipbu, ai>4 fejit i.de- 
tachmeat of fol4i?f^.tQ ipxpcife .a foie <h^ him pf 
twobundred aaxd fifty fequiojs^. for keying da.sed 
to afcribe to bim, in. matters pf religion,, an igo,Or 
ranee, from ev^ry fufpicion of whiqh his ^ge 
oiight to fecwe bim. Tbi5. wa^ attacking the 
pontiff on the wfakeft fide, awl>^h.e ^^^ effe^T;i},ail 
ineans of ihuL^ing his mouth- 
In Syria, as well as in Egypt, the plague tiegins 
m winter; aqquires new vigour in the fpnng; 
and decreafes very feniibly with the great heats^ 
about the commencement qf ]\xm> Thofe attack- 
ed by this malady n?ay the^ be cured : as It daily 
lofes its aftivity, few of them die ; and, for this 
reafon, all the Europeans c^uit their boufe^s on St, 
John's day,, and repair to church to fiug the 
Te DeiiMy and return thanks to the Almightj! for 
their deliverance. 

^ The plague of 1760 was one of the moft malig- 
nant and fatal that Syria ever experienced. It 
fcarcely made its appearance- in any part ,of the 
body when it carried oif the patienti The ufual 
fymptoms were, a lofs. of appetite ; a pain jLn the , 
fhoulders ; a very violent head^ache, accQuipanied 
with a delirium,, vomiting^ and a moft excruciat- 
ing pain in that part where the tumour, by which 
the plague is characlerifed, was about to break 
forth. One only of thefe fymptom^ was fufficient 
to make the Chriftians prepare for death. Every 
Catholic, attacked by this diXbrder nauil be attends- 
cd by a prieft, who, having taken every poflible 
precaution, prefcnts the encharift to the fick on a 
fmall piece of w^od ihaped like a battledore, and 
about two feet in length. An in/efl^d perfon of- 
ten dies the third day y if be pafle^ that term, it 
is a fign that the diifeajfe. dp^ not poflfois all its 
ufual a^ivity : hut vqry few- lif-e beyond the thir- 
teenth. 

It 
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It was obferved during the laft plague; that 
people of the foundeft conflitutions were the moft 
mbjed to this fcourge, and the lead: capable of re- 
fifting it. On the other hand, it appeared to 
fparc weak and delicate perfons, whofecure, in 
cafe of an attack, was much lefs difficult. More 
Moors than any other people di^d of it ; and when 
thefe were attacked, their cafe was abfolutely def- ' 
perate. 

Thofe who have once efcaped this fcourge arc 
afterwards lefs fubjeft to be attacked by it : b^t it 
18 not true that they are perfeftly fafe j for I have 
known fome who had been ill feven times, and 
yet died of it at laft. 

It has been remarked, that the fymptoms of the 
plague do not appear in the human body till fif- 
teen days after the infe&ion has been caught ; and 
this is the reafon of that law which fubjefts to a 
proof of twenty days every perfon fufpefted of 
feeing difeafed. 

The plague, ag I have already faid, is an oblong 
tumour, (haped like a pumpkin, which is at firft 
of a flelh colour ; but it gradually becomes red, 
and at length blueifh ; and this announces that the 
difeafe is incurable. If it continues red, and a 
little after inclines towards yellow, it is a figr}^ - 
that a fuppuration will take place : the fwelling is 
then opened, and the patient is fometimes cured. 

People attacked by this diforder require very 
little care. Pure water, panada, tea, and rice, 
are the only nourilhment allowed them. -Ther^ 
are fome who think to efcape by drinking ftrong 
liquors; but experience has fhewn this to be a 
dangerous miftake j and that thofe who trufted to 
it have almoft always fallen a facrifice to their 
folly. The proper precautions are to (hut onefelf 
clofely up, and to receive no proyifions, oi* other 

things^ 
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things, except thofe upon which the plague has 
no influence* 

The people of Syria, however, in 1760, admit- 
ted every kind of provifion without fear, but not 
-without ufing certain precautions. They did not 
receive warm bread ; flefti of every kind was tho- 
roughly wafhed ; and mitk was (trained through ^ 
piece of linen cloth, in order to free it from the 
fmalleft particle of animal hair. All kinds of 
pulfe w^ere foaked in water : and they abftained 
from peaches, apricots, and other fruits wfiich are 
covered with a downy rind. Fowls were cooked 
out of the houfe, for fear that fome fmall feather 
might adhere to them. Flowers were altogether 
profcribed. Letters they caufed to be opened by 
the perfon who brought them ; and they were ne- 
ver read until they had been fteeped long enough 
in vinegar to be purified without effacing the writ- 
ing. Every thing was received into the houfe by 
means of a rope of herbage fufpended from a 
window. 

The governor of Acre, in imitation of the Eu- 
ropeans, employed every precaution which he 
thought likely to guard him from the contagion; 
jmd, by (hutting himfelf clofely up, he fet an ex- 
ample which the reft of the Mahometans did n6t 
negleft to follow. Befide^ this, he caufed the 
ftreets to be cleanfed ; and carried his vigilance 
fo far, as to forbid the caravans, which arrived 
from Damafcus, where the plague fwept off four 
or five thoufand people every day, to enter the 
city. He obliged them to fubmit to a proof of 
eight days without the walls ; and eftablilhed re- 
gulations of the fame kind refpcfting, veffels com- 
ing from Damietta or Alexandria. One precau- 
tion taken in the time of the plague, is to prevent 
cats from entering houfes : an open war is there-^ 
|bre declared againft thefe animals ; and where- 
^ ever 
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ever tbery are foun4, khev ^te knocked on the 
head with large clubs. This is a cruelty abfolute- 
\y necefl&ry ; for there 19 no vehicle that will con- 
vey the iniedion with, more certainty of rapidity 
tha^ the hair of cats. T^e deftrudion of ibcm is 
however attended with oat incoav^ence^ which 
is, that it occafions a multiplkation of rats and 
mice ; but there is no. iaftance of their having 
€Vf r propagated this fcourge. 

It is to be remarked,^ that tbe plague, when it 
attacks man, fpares quadrupeds and birds. Thq 
furs however of the one, and the feathers of the 
others attrad and communicate the infefiiiop. 
People ought above aU to keep at a dtftance from 
goats and flieep. From oxen and borfes little 
darker is to be apprehended. 

The French at Acre, as in every |»rt of Syria, 
are. colleAed into one quarter, where they fe- 
queftcr themfelves entirely, and eled, every eight 
days, a merchant, and a clerk of the bask, to 
receive all unfufpefted perfons, after tiling fuch 
precautions as may tend to leflfen' the danger of 
admitting them. This, however, is not always 
aittended with the defired effeft. On tlie 30th of 
M^rch, 1760, five people in their quarter were 
attacked by the plague. As they belonged to the 
Hojpifal of the H^ly Land^ the monks were imme- 
diately ordered to fliut themfelves clofely up; but 
eight of them died, and one only efcaped. This 
circumftance occaHoned fo much confternation 
among the French, that they gave over having 
communication with every perfon whatever,- and 
even with their own ferVants. Each immured 
bimfelf in his habitation for fifteen days } at the 
end of which, afl^rs returned to their ufual chan- 
8eK 

All the cities of Syria were equally defolated 
by this fcoufge. It penetrated even to Aleppo, . 

whcr€ 
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\«^here it continued two whole years : nor were 
the inhabitants delivered from it but by an excef- 
five cold. ^ In this refped it was very diflFerent 
from that of £gypt and- the teft of Syria ; for the 
plague there ceafes only during the great heats, 
which are remarkably regular in thefe countries, 
while it is very rare to experience a cold fo rigo- 
rous as to check the contagion. 

The inhabitants of Acre amounted only to fix* 
teen thoufand ; and in the Ihort fpace of five 
months, five thoufand of them died of the plague^ 
On. St. John's day, Jtme the fl4th, 17^, the 
French, who form hwe the maj^r part df the Eu- 
ropeans, opened the bart-iers "which fuitaunded 
their quarter, and began to for ik a communica- 
tion with thofe withcmt. They thfen relaxed in 
teir caution ; the places of worfliip w^e cleaned^ 
and each nation went to return thanks to -the Al- 
mighty. ' < ' 

The French have a phyfician, who is allowed a 
falary frotn the na^<>nal fai?ids. On the leaft ru- 
mour of the plague, thfeconful fends him to the* 
plkce where the fymptams have a^jpeared : after 
this he makes his report ; atid this report, which 
annuls or realifes the fufjJicion, is iififerred in th^ 
letters of health difpaft^hed to the liferent cowts 
of Europe. 

In general, too ffl^ny precautions cannot be em- 
ployed to guard Againft this dreadful fcourge ; for 
proper vigilafnce hsis fomdtimes faved the Svi^ of 
thou&ads, who would other wife have beeoAie Vk'- 
tims to it. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 



OF THE CLIMATE OF CYfRUS, AND THE WIKOf 
WHICH 1>R£VAIL THERE. 

1 SHALL conclude this defcription of Cyprus 
with fome particular obfervations on the cultiva* 
tion of the vine in this iiland, and on the quality 
of its wines, which in Europe are become an im- 
portant branch of commerce. But as the tempe- 
rature of a country has a great influence over the 
produdions of its foil, it may xiot be improper to 
fay a few words refpefting the nature of that of 
Cyprus. 

Drought here has been always confidered as the 
principal caufe of the failure of the crops.. The 
rains, which arc variable every where elfe, faH. in 
this ifland at ftated periods ; and on this account 
it is often deprived of them for feveral months 
together. Thefe rains are announced by a collec- 
tion of clouds, which being fometimes united, and 
fometiines divided, are agitated in the heavens in 
different diredions ^ and the darkened atmofphere 
feems as if ready to fall down in rain, when a 
wind fuddenly arifing difperfes the clpuds, and 
brings back ferene weather. 

Sometimes even a hollow murmuring noife is 
heard, or claps of thunder, which alfo feem to 
promife approaching rain ; but which foon becom- 
ing filent, deceive in the like manner the hopes of 
the hufbandman. 

This 
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This uncertainty of the weatW prevails till the 
middle of Oftobei*, when a heavy rain falls, which 
continues at intervals till the end of January. The 
month of February is lefs abundant in rain, and ' 
fometimes enjoys a ferene Iky ; but the rains again 
begin with great violence towards the middle of 
March, and continue till the end of April.- 
, In the beginning of May they ceafe entirely, 
and are followed by gentle Hews, which bring 
coolnefs and abundance fo the ifland, by moderat- 
ing the heats of June. 

After this month no more, rain or dew is to be 
ejcpefted: the earth is dried and impoverilhed by 
the fcorching heat, and the labourers are exhauft- 
ed by excelSve perfpiration. 

If, contrary to the expe£kation of the planter, 
fome paffing clouds fliould refrelh his fields, the 
rain is always in fuch fmall quantities, that neither 
his cotton plants nor his vines derive any advan- 
tage from it : he is not even enabled to pull up 
thofe weeds and herbs by which their growth iS 
checked. The heats increafe as the fummer ad- 
vances, and would be altogether infupportable, 
did not a cooling wind arife, which in the country 
is called limbat. 

This wind begins to blow at eight in the morn- 
ing the firft day ; increafes as the fun advances till 
nooa; then gradually weakens, at at three falls 
, entirely. 

On the fecond day it arifes at the fame hour ; 
but it. does not attain its greatell Itrength till 
\about one in the afternoon, and ceafes at four 
precifely. 

On the third day it begins as before ; but it 
falls an hour later. 

On the five fucceeding days, it follows the fame 
progreffion as on the third ; but it is remarked 
that a little before it ceafes it becomfi extremely 
violent. 

At 
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At the cJBtrtratitti t)f fiire dayi, k trottrinWtcfe? a 
litf w peribd Kkc dieftyrhiitr. Bt tiatrcrtvly obfeiY- 
iftg the feat t!>ii *h« fidfc from trfeeh it h abptit to 
blow, a little before it krirei, bite inacy .Asttt-ndmfe 
what degreetrfttrengthit will have dttring the day.. 
If fhe horizon is deaf, atid entirdy frte fratk 
clouds, the "wittd wHl be weak, arrd eveh aln^idi^ 
iiifcnfife^le; btttifit,id'datk And cloudy, Ae wind 
will be ftrong and ifioleiit. 

This A';^/zif wind, which moderateli thft excef- 
five heat, often becomes the caufe bf Aofe feyers 
that attack thie inhabitants, and to which, as I 
have already faidy the Entopfeatos are more expofed 
than the nadveSi The reafon of this is plain : 
being lefs habituated to the climate, they fooner 
fuffer thenrfelves to be furprifed by the cool air 
when in a ftate of perfpiration, which producds 
acute difcafes ind very obftinatc tertian and quar- 
tan agues. ' 

This wind, the falling of which happens an 
hour foonet or iater,. is fucceededby acalm, ac- 
leompafnied by a certain moifture that renders the 
<atir fomewhat heavy. This Inoifture difappears in 
the evening, being difRpated by a wind which 
arifes every day at that period. .This wind h con- 
fidered as a land breeze by the inhabitants of the 
fouthcrn and eaftcrn parts of the illand ; but it is 
called a fea breeze by thofe in the northern atid 
weftern, who indeed receive it immediately from 
the fea. 

Infummer, this wind bfows till four o'clock in 
the morning; and when it ceafeS, it leaves a pro- 
found calm, which continues till the hour When the 
A/T/i^^/ commences. 

In autumn and' winter it never falls till day- 
break, wrheJn it is fucceeded by other winds, v^hich 
'proceed frdm the irreguhrrty of the feafon. 

In 
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In fpring it does not continue longer than mid- 
night ; and is then fucceeded by that happy calm, 
during which thofe refrefhing dews are formed that 
moiften the earth at fun-rifing. 

The Umbat winds, which arife in the beginnii^g 
of fummer, ceafe aboiit the middle of September ; 
and this is the period when the moft infupportable 
heats commence, becaufe their violencfe is not mo- 
derated by the fmalleft breeze. They are how- 
ever luckily not of long duration ; and about the 
latter end of Odober they idecreafe fenfibly, as 
the atmofphere begins to be loaded with watery 
clouds. 

It happens fometimes in fummer, that the limhatj 
after three days increafe, is fucceedetj by a north 
wind, which is both incommodious and dangerous. 
It arifes at feven in the morning ; grows Itronger 
and ftronger, till noon ; and does not ccafe till the 
evening. It coUefts in the horizon fcorching and 
unwholefome vapours, againft the effects 'ol which 
it is neceffary to defend the body. . The beft pre- 
caution that can be employed for this purpofe, is 
to keep in the houfe, and to Ihut the doors and 
windows very clofely. 

. If this wind, the periods of which are the fame 
as thofe of the linibat^ continues to blow fix or nine 
days fucceffively, it does great injury to the pro- 
duftions of the earth, and particularly to the cot- 
ton plants, which are foon withered and burnt to 
the very roots. The vines too, however flourifhing, 
are ftripped of their leaves and their fruit. 

Another evil, ftill more deflruftive, arifes from 
the clouds of locufts which this wind brings to the 
ifland, and difperfes over the whole furface of the 
ground. Wherever they light, nothing efcapes 
them ; the riches of the fields are entirely annihi- 
lated ; the cattle are deftroyed ; and the labourers 
are obliged for fafety to bury themfelves in fom6 

Vol. I. , P. obfcure 



210 TRAVELS- THRO UGH 

obfcurc retreat.* Very fortunately this is one of 
thofe fcourges which beneficent nature does ne^t 
muhiply. 

The Ibutheni part of the ifland fufFers ,more 
than any other, .from the inconveniencies of thi» 
wind, as it brings with it the heat of thofe dry and 

Searched countries which it has traverfed in a very 
ong paflage* 

It is, however, much more fupportable in the 
northern part, and on the coafts ; becaufe conning 
from Caramania, a province of Afia Minor, it is a 
little cooled by the fea, which it croflfes for the 
ipace of about fifty miles. 

If the heats of fumpEier are exceffive, the cold lOf 
winter is .really fo moderated, that the inhabitants 
never kindle fire in their houfes, but to fecure 
thenrfelves from the effefts of the too great moif- 
ture. It is very uiicommon to fee fnow : and if it 
happens to fall, it difTolves almoft as foon as it 
reaches, the ground ; fo.that the fmalleft traces of 
it are not tabe feen.next morning. 

I mufl, howe.ver, except one valley at the bottom 
of Mount Olympus, where the fnow is hardened 
by thcrwinds, and continues till the middle of fum- "^ 
men The inhabitants qf the neighbouring places 
are obliged to carry to the fqraglio, -or patace of 
the governor, as much of it as ntay be neceffary 
for making ice ; and, by being fubjefted to this 
burden, they are free from many other impofition& 
with which the people of Cyprus are opprefled. 

Among othqr obiervations which I made on the 
climate of Cyprus, I remarked that, nopwithftand- 
the change of the air, the tranfitipn from one fe3> 
f(>n to another was almod iiifenfible. 
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OF THE CULTURE OF THE VINE IN CYPRUS. 

V INES are cultivated on different hills in Cyprus ; 
but they do not all produce a wine equal in qua- ' 
lity to that of the commandery, which is account- 
ed a delicacy at moft of the tables in Europe. The 
territory of the commandery is inclofed within that 
part of the ifland called by the Greeks Orni, which 
comprehends, on the weft, a portion of the anci- 
ent province of Paphia, and on the fbuth, another 
of that of Amathufia, which is no lefs ancient. 
This territory is bounded on the-eaft by the town 
of Limaflbl ; on the weft by that of Paphos ; and 
on the north by Mount Olympus, called in the 
Greek language Tbrogodos^ or Throdos. 

Amongft ieveral viUagcs contained in this dif- 
trift, thofe moft celebrated for the quality of their 
wine are :ZoQpi and Qzungun, fituated near to 
each other, and on the.fameiiill. 

This territory acquired the name of the com- 
mandery from the knights of the order of St. John 
of Jerusalem, and of the Temple, to whom it be- 
longed. Malta ftill has a pretenfion to it as its 
property ^ and until it (hail pl^afe the Mahome- 
tans, one day converted, to reftore it, the Grand- 
Mafter confers the title of it upon a commander 
of the order. At^prefent it is one of the family of 
Cornaro, eflablilhed at Venice, who is invefted 
with it. 

The hills where the vine is cultivated are gene- 
rally ftony, and covered with a blackilh earth 
P ^ mixed 
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mixed with fome veins of the colour of ruft ; and . 
in certain parts with brilliant particles of talc, cal- 
led commonly among us lapis fpecularis. 

The vines are planted 'with fymmet^y, in rows 
equally diftant from each other, and are generally 
put into the earth in the rainy feafon, which, as I 
have already faid, takes place about the middle of 
November. It is cuftomary, in fome cantons, to 
dig, in the fpot where the young vines arq to be 
placed, a ditch three feet in depth, in which fome 
low tufted herbs are planted, called by the Greeks 
iromhie^ and which are nothing elfe than thyme, 
fo common in the ifland. Thefe plants ferve to de- 
fend the young fhoot from the too great moifture 
which might be prejudicial to it in the rainy fea- 
fon, and to preferve around it a light earth, which 
gives its roots an opportunity of extending them- 
felves^ 

In other places, where the nature of the foil does 
not require pits to be dug, the vine plant is put 
into the earth by means of an inftrument which 
the labourers call cufpos, or the laddeY, on ac- 
count of two ftepsi which it has for receiving the 
foot, in order to force it down. When the plant 
has been fuiik to the depth of a foot and a half, a 
little water is thrown upon it, and the opening is 
filled with earth. -This method of planting the 
vine, is that moft generally ufed in the ifland. 
Though in foil of this kind it is not neceffary to dig 
a pit for the young plant, it is proper, when it 
grows up, to torm a cavity of greater or lefs fize 
around it, left the grapes which touch the ground 
fhould-rot amidft the moifture bccafioned by the 
heavy rains. Another advantage refults aUb from 
this precaution, which is, that the cavity, by re- 
taining the water, preferves a frefhnefs that nou- 
rifhes the grapes without expofing them to the dan- 
fjer of rotting. 
^ - All 
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All kinds of trees are carefully removed from 
the vines, to leave a free courfe for the air -y and 
in the fpring great care is taken to extirpate thofe 
ufelefs herbs which grow up, and ai'e every day re- 
newed, around the plants. 

^ The trunk of the vine is generally low, and fel- 
dom rifes above the height of three feet ; but in 
procefs of time it grows pretty thick. Compared 
with the vines of Italy, thofe of Cyprus may l3e ac- 
counted very large. 

In the months of February and March, they- are 
pruned j and two flioots are left upon each plant, 
and two buds upon each (hoot, lf.it be thought 
neceflary to leave three (hoots upon a pknt, one 
bud only is left upon each of them. 

The vine is pruned with a fmall hooked knife ; 
and the (hoots are cut in a (loping direction, on the 
fide oppofite to the buds, in order that the fap, in 
flowing from the top of the plant, may. not reach 
the fruit ; for if it did, it would prove highly pre- 
judicial to it. 

The cuftom of (ixing the vine to props is not 
known here. Its branches ^j-e fuifered to extend 
themfelves according to their natural' bent; for 
the Cypriots are perfuaded that the grapes ripen 
much better when inclined towards the earth, 
than when expofed to the fun. When the heat 
has penetrated into the pit or cavity formed around 
the plant, it is there concentred, and eaiily re- 
tains the fame degree of ftrength. 

A plant bears only a very few grapes, which are 
widely fcatttered, -but plump and juicy ; they ad- 
here to the ftalk by long ftems, are of a purplilh 
tint, and their pulp is of a reddi(h green colour. 

The grapes of the commandery are eafily dif- 
tingui(hed from thofe of other vineyards : they 
have a thin delicate (kin,, and a clofe compacJ: pulp, 
which, in fome raeafure, refills the adtion of the 

teeth} 
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teeth ; wl^ile thofe found any where elfe are co« 
vered with a thick (kin, and melt naturally in thQ 
mouth, without being preffed. 

When the grapes approach towards maturity, 
• fome cultivators ftrip their vines of the leaves, 
and bring together allthe branches-that diverge from 
the common trunk. The reafon they affign for 
this is, that the grapes ripen fooner : but it may h^ 
obferved, on the other nand, that they muft dry 
ftiore readily and lofe part of their juice. This 
method, however, is purfued by fome of the mofl 
experienced people in the ifland. 

The vintage commences during the laft ten day^ 
of Augufh and continues fix weeks. Thofe grapes 
deftined for making common wines, or thofe pf aii 
inferior quality, are cut firft ; and thofe referved 
for making choice wines, are not gathered till th^ . 
end of Odober, 

For tranfpprting the grapes from one place to 
another^ the vintagers make ufe of fmall panniers 
and bafkets formed of reeds. 

The vintage is a continued feftival : the echoes 
of the hills refound with nothing but the accents of 
hope and joy ; the labours of the field are begun 
in the morning, and terminated at night by rural 
dances ; and the Cypriot appears to $>rget,- for a 
moment, that a part of his crop, the moderate 
reward of his toil, muft fall a prey to the avidity of 
a mercilefs defpot. 

The grapes, when collefted, are 'depofited on 
covered terraces, which the Greeks C2l\\ punfi^ 
where they are fpread put with the greateft care 
and attention. They are gently placed one above 
another, till they rife to the height of about a 
foot and a half ; and are left in that fituation until 
the feeds begin to drop from them, and the juic^ 
io flow, on account of their great maturity, . 
:•..- ., . -''••/•'' Th^ 
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The grapes are then raifed from thofe terraces- 
vnUti fliovels, and carriefl into the linoor cellars, ' 
ihe floors of which are paved with marble, or co- 
vered with a folidkind of cement, inclining a little 
to one fide ; when they aire bruifed with a flat mal-. 
let, and then fqueezed three or four timed, as may 
he found neceflaryj under fmall prefles, cailled 
patitiru 

The juice which iflues from them is fweet . and 
vifcous ; and flows into a large veflel placed at the 
loweft fide of the floor; 

In, proportion as it fills j it is emptied by means 
of fmil vafes, with which the liquor is- ccmveyed 
into very large earthen pitchers^ terminating in a 
cone at the lower extremity, and which, as they* 
cannot fupport themfelves, are half buried in the 
earth.' ^ 

The wine is then, fuflfered to ferment in thefe vef- 
fels for forty days ; but care mufl: be taken at firft 
not to fill them quite to the brim, left the liquor in 
its effervefcence fhould run over. 

Others purfue a different method, by clofely 
flopping the veflel, and leaving only aa opening 
fufficient to admit the external air. This method 
is judged the beft; and I am of opinion that it 
really is fo, as it prevents the fpirit of the liquor 
from evaporating. 

Thofe who drink this liquor when it is in a ftate 

^ of fermentation, experience £^ fwelling in the belly, 

accompaiiied with a fevere cglic, which occafions 

a confiderable degree of pain j but luckily it is not 

followed by any dangerous confequences. 

This pernicious quality, however, may be def- 
troyed ; and, to accomplifli "this, the inhabitants 
proceed in Ae following manner. They fufpcnd 
^om the beaips of the cellars fome fmall bags, 
inade of cotton cloth very clofely woven, the 
pouths of which are kept diflended by wooden 

hoops 
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hoops fixed in fhem. Having filled each of thefe 
hr.;.> with afliet of vine branches, to the height of 
ah' ut a ioot and a half, they pour over them a mea- 
fure, more or lefs, of the fermenting liquor, 
which being filtred through them, is clarified, and 
may then be drunk without any danger. 

There are fome Europeans, however, who can- 
not bear thi^ liquor, becaufe it has a tafte between 
fweet and four, which caufes a naufea, and^ fome- 
times excites vomiting. 

ITiis new liquor, when clarified, never attains 
to perfeQion, and often becomes much worfe. It 
is curious to obferve the afhes through which it 
has been filtred ; they appear to be covered with 
agitated globules of a dark red colour. 

When the wine has fermented for the fpace of 
forty days, the veffel is clofely fliut with a lid of 
haked earth. 

ITie liquor is of a deep red colour before it is fer- 
mented ; but it becomes lighter after effervefcence ; 
and, in the courfe of time, is fo much changed 
in this refpeft, that, at the end of fifteen or twen- 
ty years, it requires the fame colour as the Muf- 
cadine wines of Italy. 

There are feveral methods of preparing the vef- 
fels deftined for receiving the wine. In one place 
they are heated, in order that they may be fimply 
coated over in the infide with pitch ; but in others, 
as foon as they come from the furnace, 2^ boiling 
liquid, compofed of tuipentine and pitch, mixed 
with aflies of vine branches, goats hair, and very 
fine fand, is poured over them, which, infinuat- 
ing itfelf into the pores of the "heated veffel, ad- 
heres fo clofely, that it never afterwards falls off. ' 

Thefe veffels are made in two villages of the if- 
land, called Cornos and Lapitha ; one of ^hich is 
fituated in the fouthern part, and the other on the 

northera' 
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northern coaft, in the province of Lapathia ; 
where, according to a tradition of the inhabitants, 
the art of making them in great perfedion was 
known in the remoteft ages. 

The largeft of thefe veflels contain twenty bar- 
rels, and the fmalleft about twelve. I have al- 
ready explained how much is contained in a barrel. 
The ufual price of thefe veffels is from three to five 
piaftres of the Levant. 

I muft not forget to mention, that the wine, as 
it clarifies, depofits at the bottom of the velTel a 
fat vifcous matter, which, in the country, is call- 
ed mana ; and which, inftead of hurting the qua- 
lity of the liquor, contributes greatly towards 
bringing it to perfedion. 

An excellent fpirituous liquor, which is con- 
fumed on the fpot, as well as on the coaft of Syria, 
where the European merchants fell it to advantage, 
is extrafted from the dried grapes. 

Scarcely is the vintage over, when theemiflaries 
of government vifit every vineyard in the ifland ; 
and, with the utmofl minutenefs, take an account 
of the produce of each ; after which, they pene- 
trate into the richeft cellars, and by virtue of their 
arbitrary orders, imperioufly command the propri- 
etor to give them fome jars of his beft wine, and 
to tranfport them, at his own hazard and expence, 
(o the cellars of the feraglio. 

Happy is that Cypriot, who is prudent enough 
not to fuffer his neighbours, or even his fervants, 
to know the quantity of his crop ! By the help of 
fome trufty friend, he conceals, • with the utmoft 
pxpeditioti, either in fome of his buildings or orch- 
ards, the beft wine he has made ; after which, he 
is not afraid of expofiftg the reft to the eyes of 
a fubaltern defpot. 

This precaution is, above all, indifpenfably ne- 
jeffary in the territory of the commandery, where 
' the 
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the wine^ much mor« valuable than that of the 
ether vineyards, excites in a greater degree the^ 
avidity of government. . Deep ditches are dug in 
the earth, in which are depofited together, thirty 
or forty veflels, well covered, and hermetically 
(ealed. There is not the Ifeaft danger of wine^. 
buried in this manner, becoming worfe : on the 
contrary, we are aflured, iat Zoopi and Orungun, 
that when taken from the earth, it is found to be 
greatly meliorated. 

In the following chapter I fhall explain the man- 
. ner of keeping and preferving thofe wines that 
are fent from different parts of the country* to 
Itown, 
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JWANN'ER OF PRESERVING THOSE WINE TRrANSr 
PORTEp VO LARNIC. 

1 H E whole quantitpof the bcft. wine$ made ot- 
nually in Cyprus, amounts to forty, thoufand ]^Lrs^, 
or ten thoufand barrels, Italian meafure. 

Thefe wines are fold at fo much the load, whicli 
confifts of fixteen jars, or four barrels* 

The purchafe ismade in thetimeof thevintage^, 

but with this exprefs and obligatory claufe, on the 

.pa;rt of the veiider, that he n^uft keep his wine for 

^ year, and take it agmn at the end of thatperiod, 

^f it is judged not to bq good and faleable. 

At the expiration of this tinje, the purchafer 
goes himfelfj, or fends fome perfon properly autho- 
rifed, to the proprietor's cellar, where the fample 
given is compared, with that which remainedin the 
jcuftody of the vender ; and if the latter has retain- ' 
eft its quality, the bargain is valid; 

On the contrary, if the purchafer finds tlie wine 
weaker, or altered, and if the vender is of a differ- 
ent opinion, they call in two arbiters, whofe de- 
termination is a law: but it is feldom neceflary to 
have recourfe to fuch an expedient, becaufe con- 
tra&s of* this nature are generally conduced wijth 
ftriO: honefty and fiijcerity oji both fides. 

Alijioft air the wines on the ifland are fent to 
Larnic, which, in all the ports of the Levant, is 
known to be the grand magazine for this commo- 
dity. Tiiey are tranfported in leather bags ; and 
as they ferve to hold indifiereht, as well as good 
jiines, they are pitched with: very, litde attention. 
'' pence 
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Hence arifes that pitchy fmell obferved in the 
new wines of Cyprus ; which might be much lefs, 
were care employed in* pitching the ikins.: as a 
proof of this, it may be remarked, that in the 
country, where the veffels are better prepared, the 
wines have not the fame ftrong fmell as thofe tranf- 
ported to the city. 

When it arrives at Larnic, the wine is drawn oflF 
into caiks, hooped with iron. 

When it has been kept for fome time, it begins 
to lofe its pitchy fmell ; and, when it has attained 
to the age of twelve or fifteen years, it lofes it en- 
tirely. 

Subterranean cellars are not known at Larnic. 
The cellars there are all above ground, and very 
long and narrow. The calks are placed upon joifts, 
or upon fmall walls, raifed about a hand-breadth 
from the ground. Thefe cellars are called kilau ; 
and it is not thought of any importance, in refpefl: 
to the, quality of the wine, to buil4 them towards 
any one point of the horizon, more than to ano- 
ther. They have very little light ; and the open- 
ings that admit it, are conftrufted in the extremity, 
oppofite,to the paffage, on each fide, of which the 
caflcs are ranged. ^ They are never opened but 
when it is neceflary to perform fome operation on 
the wine. When I fay that the wine, after being 
taken from the (kins, is put into cafks, I fpeak on- 
ly of that which is fome years old. New wine, as 
in the country, is put into earthen veffels, and is 
not removed into cafks till after the expiration of a 
year. . 

It is for the moft part ctiftomary, not to fill the 
cafks entirely ; a certain vacuum is left in them : 
and, if they were only half full, the wine would 
fuflain no injury. 

I j-emarked that the Cyprus wine does not leave 
on the fides of the veffels in which it is contained, 

that 
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that calcareous brilliant cruft which we calLtarts^r. 
It however depofits at the bottom a certain, fediment, 
which partakes of a black, red, and yellow colour ; 
and which in drying acquires the confidence of 
a fx)ft pafte, and aifumes the colour of Spanifh 
fnuff. 

Thefe dregs are extremely ufeful ; and great 
care is taken to put fome of them into thofe cafks 
which are intended to receive wine on its arrival 
from the country. When the liquor is poured up- 
on them, they rife up, and, becoming mijced with 
it, make it appear muddy ; but in a little time 
they carry with them to the' bottom all its greafy 
particles ; and by thefe means clarify the wine, 
and render it fenfibly better. 

When the wine is purchafed, the dregs remain 
always with the vender, unlefs there be a claufe in 
the contraft, exprefsly mentioning the contrary. 
/ The vender may alfo retain ten or twelve bottles 
of each veffel, to preferve the ^regs frefli and 
liquid, as by. drying they would lofe all their 
virtue. 

The lees of one kind of wine never do any inju- 
ry to another ; the wines of feveral different vine- 
yards may be even mixed together, without any 
danger of hurting the compofition. 

Cafks furnifhed with lees are fo much prized, 
that they are fold at four times the price of others. 
I have obfervcd that the Cyprus wine was of a red 
. colour, when it iffued from the prefs ; and that, 
when five or fi^x years old, it affumed that of the 
Italian Mufcadine wines. A method, however, 
has been difcovered of communicating this colour 
to it even before the ufual time. I fhall here give 
the receipt, fiich as I received it from a merchant 
at Larnic :— — ^Pour into a new calk the liquor 
which you wifh to clarify j for every jar of wine, 
take half a dram of ifinglafs, and having beat it 

with 
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with a mallet, and afterwards rubbed it in your 
'hand, put.it into a varniflied earthen veffel, iMjof 
which you muft pour .five or fix, glafs -fulls of wine, 
drawn from the ca(k. Let the Ifinglafs infufe there 
for twenty-four hours, over a moderate fire 5 (lir 
it till it is thoroughly diflblved ; then pour it into 
the caik, and flir the wine with a flick for feven or 
eight minutes. Xeave it at reft for fix days, and 
on the feventh you may draw it off into another 
veffd. 

This operation may maikt fome apparent change 
in the wine ; but it will occafion no alteration in 
its quality, whether good or bad. Two difadvan- 
tages, however, rcfiilt from it : the wine no lon- 

fjer produces lees ; and, deprived of this ufeful 
iibflance, it lofes part of its ftrength and flavour. 
This receipt, therefore, is feldom ufed ; or, I may 
rather fay, that it is defpifed>by the greater part of 
the natives. 

It, however,* meets with more attention from 
the Europeans, who are not afraid of felling new 
wine for old, after it has afTumed the appearance of 
age by this operation. By throwing a.fmall quan- 
tity of lees into every clarified calk, the liquor is 
Tendered fit for being tranfported without fuftain- 
ing any injury. 

"Wben the wine is eight or ten years old, .and if 
it be necelTary to put it in bottles, there is lefs rifk 
in performing the operation, as the lees are then 
not worth preferving: befides, by being clarified^ 
it acquires a much more delicate tafle. 
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OF THE TRADE CARRIED ON WITH THE -WINES 
, OF CYPRUS, AND THE CONSUMPTION OF THEM 
IN EUROPE. 

XjARNIC. is indebted for the advantage it en» • 
joys of being the ftore-houf^ of the wines of Cy- 
prus, to the proximity of the coaft of Salines, 
which is frequented by all the European veffels**- ' 
This. branch of commerce is of the greateft advan- 
tage 16 that town, as it is fituated in the moft bar- 
ren part of the kingdom. 

The wine is fold at fo much per jar, which is aa 
.earthen veffel of a certain fize, arid capable of con* 
taining abouj: five bottles Florence meafure. 

The price of the belt wines is generally from 
two piaftres and a half to three piaftres ; that of 
new wines, or thofe made within the courfe of the 
year, is three fourths 9f a piaftre, orapiaftre. 
. I have however feen it raifed to a piaftre and an 
eighth; a piaftre and a half ; and even two piaf- 
tres and a half^ or two piaftres and three-fourths, 
Butthefe^laft are extraordinary prices; and* are 
never paid but in barren years, or in cafe of con* 
fiderable demands for Europe. Wines .fix, eight, 
ten, and fifteen years old, are not fubjeft to the 
feme variations of price. 

Thefe wines are tranfported to Europe in caiBks 
which generally contain feventy jars^ or ievcnteea 
vbarrels Italian meafure. i 

Exported wines are fubjefl: to two kinds of ex- 
pence. The firll, which is the tariflf, is invariable, ^ , 
jbeing'#ftabli{hed by ule, and the approbation of all 

the 
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the European merchants : but the fecond varies 
with the price of the merchandize, by which it is 
regulated. 

To give a jufter idea of this matter to the reader, 
I fliall prefent him with the following view of both 
thefe expences : 

PURCHASE. 

Piaft. Afp. 

For feventy jars of Cyprus wine, at 

three piaftres per jar — 2100 

TARIFF. 

Value of a cafk for holding feventy 

jars — — — ^7 5^ 

Racking, filling, and carriage to the 

fea — — — 

* Lading, at :^ of a piaftre per tun 
f Faftorage, at ::t of a piaftre per tun 
J Fees to the clerks of the cuftom- 
. houfe, at one afpre per jar — 
Variable expences which are regulated 

by the price of the merchandize 
II Brokerage, at one per cent, in 2 1 o 

piaftres — , — 

Total • 



* A fee paid to the captain of the Aiip, for the money he is 
obliged to expend, in ropes, in order to take the calks on boardc 

t A fee due to the factor of the coaft, who fees the goods 
loaded, fent off, and conveyed to the port. 

J Thefe were at firft voluntarily paid to the clerks of the 
caftom-houfe, for theaffiftance they gave at each lading ; bat 
of fate years they are become indifpen fable dues which may he 
claimed. 

II Fee granted to people whofe bufinefs is to procure wines^ 
and to ad as agents between buyers and fellers. 

* Dues 
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♦DftesciftliectefttWn^hoilfe, at tltt6fe, 

pa- cem. •^ — 

f Due of the conful, at two per cent;. 
I Patent, at two pet edit. -^ 

Unlbrefeeto' expend^ -^^ — 

Total 



Every poififalle pt^cltuttoa Is taken to prdv^t t^ 
wiiae froih being aduUerxtdd when it is carHed td 
the po^t^ or during its pafTage at fea. Ovet thi 
bung of the calk, which is well corked and pitohied^ 
a pierce of tin plate is nilikd^ a^d feakd at the' four 
corners. A feal of the fame kind is affixed to the 
btil of lading, which the captain is obliged to fign. 
If the cartoan or the failors find nieans, any Kow^ 
to draw off a few bottles df wihe, it is certain that 
they cannot fill up the deficteftty, and that the re^- 
maining liquor can fuffer no adteration in ks qua^ 
Kty.. 

The calks are conveyed to the fea coaffi in carts $ 
and, when they are utiloaddd, they are rolled itito 
Che fe^, with a rope affixed to each, by which they 
are drawn on board a fmall bark, and ^dliveyra 
on bbard the veffel dcftined to receive tfaeM. 

Some wihe of the firft quaUty is tranfpOf t^d al^ 
fo in large glafs bottles, which, though not of an!y 
determinate fize, ufually contain two jars attd a 
half, or twelve bottles Florence meafure. 

Vol. L C^ I^m 

, '^- Duty paid to the Grand Signio^ ^r his peitn^a to Itt 
winek be exported. 

f Fee which merchants pay, bywaypf miuityy tp theconful 
6t their natiot), for his protedloitii acid & l«tef of recommenda- 
i^on given to the veflel. 

i l,ecter$gi^cntoeachifaip9 contspuhlgartiKSslptforlhe^ei^ 
and an account of her deftinatiobi and of the merchandize with 
which, (he is loaded. 
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I am convinced, from feveral experiments, that 
t^ine will keep better in tbefe bottles : "and that ii» 
ikins it is lefs fubjed to lofe by leaking than when 
in caOcs; 

Thefc bottles are covered with ofier twigs, or 
reeds; and, after the corks are clofely fattened 
down with packthread, they are carefully pitched, 
and fealed in the fame manner as the caiks. 

They are, however, attended with fome incon- 
Teniencies ; though thick at the mouth, they are 
Tery thin and delicate towards the bottom ; con- 
fequently much expofed to the danger of breaking.' 
• On this account they muft be well packed withr 
flraw ; and a little pitch is piit upon the hampers 
which contain them, in order to inform the failors 
pf their fragility. 

Great part of the wines of Cyprus are fent to 
Venice : but thefe are almoft all new, and of about 
' eighteen months old, which have not yet acquired 
a proper quiality. This commerce is very advan- 
tageous to the Venetians^ who do not purchafe 
their wines with fpecie, but give in exchange for 
them fleel, glafs, and toys. 

The Venetian merchants have the art of bring- 
ing thefe wines to perfeftion in a fhort timei>nd 
they fell them at a very rnoderate price. For thi^ 
reaion they arc preferred to thofe of Leghorn, 
which always coft exceedingly dear ; but it muft > 
be owned that fome of the wines procured from the 
latter are often flronger, and have a more delicate 
tafte. 

. The ifland of Cyprus exports wine alfo to France, 
England, Holland, and even Tufcany. But thefe 
countries take none but what is five or fix years 
old at leaft. 

It is very difficult for the merchants themfeives 
to diftinguifli wine often years old from that which 
is fix^ and wine of twenty years old from that which 

is 
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fj dnly ten. For this reafon they run a great rift^ 
of being cheated, unlefs the vender with whom 
they deal i» a man of ftrift honour and honefty. 

-What I have already faid refpefting the wines of 
the commanderyj may be applied, in regard to 
cultivation, and the trade carried on with them, 
to the other wines of the ifland^ known under the 
name of Cyprus Mufcadine. 

The grapes from which they are made refemble 
our Mufcadine gripes of Italy; except that the 
feeds are at a greater diftance from each other, 
and that they are larger and more juicy. 

The firft year the liquor is whiti, but it becomes 
red with age; and, after being kept fixty or fe- 
venty years, it acquires the confidence of julep. 
It has a very fweet tafte, which difpleafes fome 
people, but which by many is confidered ^s the 
beft Jiroof of its perfeftion. 

The ifland produces only a very fmall quantity ; 
(iftce the whole together does not amount to more 
than five thbufand jars^ or twelve hundred and 
fifty* bar rpis Italian meafure. *• 

The village mod celebrated for its Mufcadixie 
wine, is Agros, fituated in the fouthern part of 
Cyprus. ^ . 

This wine, when new, (^dfls a piaftre per jar ; 
when a year old, it is raifdd to two, and then to 
three piaftres ; but it never xofts more, whatever 
its age may be. - 

Lik^ the other wines of the ifland, it depofits no 
tartarous fubftahce on the fides of the caflc or vafc 
in which it is contained. Its lees are of a very 
excellent quality. Befidds choice wines, and its^ 
Mufcadine, Cyprus produces a great abundance of 
common wines, which are confumed on the fpot ; 
and which ferve alfo to fupply the neighbouring 
countries, particularly thofe oA the coaft of Syria. 

Thofe wines, the ca(ks of which are carelcfsly, 
done ov^r with pitch, have an infupports^^le telle 

q^a ^ of 
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fi that Aibftwce,, andi a f^vofHT ib^ dij^arecitlile lil 
.to o^cafion violent hoad^achei. Icev csmiiet 
thejefore be ufed except wbcA mixed witn a great 
deal of water. 

. A little attentioiii) however, w^«ild ftfreferte 
thdfe wines from thai difagreeable tafte, wfakh iiw 
ture$ their quality^ and hurts: the fale c^ theia. k 
IS afloniihing that the Cypriots, who are fo fond 
of gam even 09 the fmalleft objects, ihould thus 
facriiice the whole frmt of one vinta^^ ; but t)^ 
negligence is attended mth this advantage^ tbcet 
me officers of excife are at left trouble to mr{)e£l 
their cellars. The belt wlnfes of this kind ,are 
fouled in the village of Omodos, fituated in the 
.fouthern part of the iffand : in tafte, they have a 
gr^at refemblanceof thofe of Provence. 

Djaring tzry refiden^e in Cyprus, fome French 
people, eflablifhed in the neighbourhood of Oma- 
dos,, atjtempt^d to x^ake a kind of ^ine after the 
provincial method. Having, fuffered it to remain 
'in caiks for a year, they afterwards put it into bot- 
tles ; and the imitatioQ was fo great, that fome 
^PrOvmciails who dra^k oif it confidered it as thepro-^ 
' du^^n of their owti cpuntry. 

The price of thefe ordinary wines is never more 
th^ a quarter of a pi^ftre per jat ; and in feveral 
iriltages you.may re^tj^ive tiwto fpr that fum. As 
th^y do not ferment fq much, or fo long, as thofe 
of the commandery, they are in a condition to be 
. flipped for exportation at the end of ten monthis. 

When they iffue from' the. prefs,, they are of a 
dark ^d colour, which continue for five or fee 
yearS) |>ut changes, afterwards yifenfibly into one 
ap^oaching to a pale yellow^. They lofe alfo with 
sig^ that harfli flavoui bty :t?hich they are diftin- 
Tg^illied wh^ Dew. But^, to. ivhatfVer degree of 
perfeftfon they BW»y attain, they are iiever equal 
ii^^tyity tO: thofe; of the comm^dery. 
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Ol' THE IMtANi^EH IN WHICH THE WlNEff OP 
CYPRUS ARE PRESERYSD 1N EUROPE. 

y, . ^ ' ' ■ 

1 HE win^ of Cyprus, when traofported to Eu* 
^Ppc^ ^1*^ fubj^ to duties and expences of which 
I fti|iii here feiy npthing ; fiar, as they vary accord- 
ing to time and place, it' is not poifible to acquire, 
ail accurate knowledge of them. When the wine 
has reached the laft place of its deftination, tkere 
is no better method of preferving it, than to draw 
it off frpm the cafks or veflfels which contaia it, 
;^nd to put it into bottles. 

3ut, befone this operation is performed, it will 
be neceffary to let it reft for a month at leaft, that 
the iees ^ixed with the liquor, by the agitation of 
the fhip, n»ay have tioiie to be coUeded, and to 
precipitate to the bottom qf the veflfel. I remarked 
that they precipitate always with more difficulty ixk 
Europe than in Cyprus; 

The caiks, i^hen landed, oiight to be depofited 
in fome cellar from which there may be no occaii- 
on to rmove them again. They {hauld be placed 
uponbeajns, and fuffiqient room left below for the 
bottles. ^ 

Nothing ^s fp e?fy ^s to draw the wine from the 
ca(k :. by piercing it aboye the dregs the liquor will 
come off clear, and free from fediment. 

To 4j%w it pff from tbofe large bottles which I 
have already ipeutipned, the It^iaos ufe glafs fy- 
pj^ns : but care muft be taken that the end intro* 

duced 
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duced into the bottle does not touch the bottom 4 

and, to keep it firm, the upper extremity of it 

Thould be fixed to the neck. 

Though it is of little importance of what mate- 
rials thofe veffcls are made into which the wine is 

* put, it is generally cuftomary to draw it off intq 
black glafs bottles. r • 

It is not iconfidered in Europe as a matter of in- 
difference whether Cyprus wines be well or badly 
covered. Notwithftanding the experience of the 
Cyprian planters, I am ftill of opinion that all li- 
quids, without exception, evaporate in the open 
air. It is ufual, when wine is put into bottles, to 
leave a vacuum of about two inches between tli& 
liquor and the cor^. 

The corks, if they can poffibly be procured, 
fliould be thofe made of the Spanilh cork-tree, 
which is lefs porous than any other kind. In fomc 
plac«> as in England, the corks are boiled inwa- 
ter, to make them penetrate farther into the bottles ; 
but this method is not generally followed, becaufe 
the cork' is apt to turn mouldy^ and to give 
the wine a rotten tafte. It will be fiiflScient to 
drive them well in with a mallet; and, to pre-, 
vent the exterior air from entering them, to 
cover the necks of the bottles with a thin coating 
of pitch. 

' Thefe wines are not equally good at every fea- 
fon of the year. If the fpring and fummer are fa- 
vourable to them, the winter hurts them very 
much, efpecially in cold countries: they appear 
then to have loft all their delicacy and flavour. 
Oh this account connoiffeurs take the precau- 
tion to place them near the fire before they arc 
drunk. \. 

In warm weather, it is of utility towards their 
©refervation toput them into 'cok)! ^ellps. As 
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every place fuits them equally, tfaej will keep at 
well on a wooden as on an earthen floor. 

By pouring Cyprus wine from the bottle, it may 
be eafily known whether it be old. When certain 
oily particles are found adhering to the glafs, it is 
a Hgn of age : wine clarified by art is too much 
fsnervated to produce that effed. It is not fo eafjr 
to determine whether it be genuine, becaufe it may 
be adulterated a thpuland cUfferent ways : the movt 
ufual is, to mix it with mufcadines and perfumes. 
To prevent any fraud in this rdped, nothing is 
better than to learn from what part it comes, and 
never to purchafe but from merchants of known 
probity^ 
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bf r^9 i^wQiENT cBt^'^RiTY pF jiii wine? q> 

CYPRye. 

/ lb TR ABO the geoffrapher, defcribing the i^and 
eif Cyprus^ in the ena of hie r^tk>n paffes a high 
^ocoraium on iu wntB. 

Pliny the naturalift reckons them amojigft thf 
inoft valuable wines of the earth. 

The vineyards of Cyprus, fays Gregory le 
Grand, are the mod fertile of all thofe that I 
/ know ; and their wines, in great requeft in com- 
mercial countries, are a certain fpurce of riches tp 
the ifland. 

Aponius admires the fize of the grapes, the abun- 
dant and delicate juice of which perfumes the 
\ mouth. , 

Two Capuchin monks, who have given us mc-r 
mofrs refpefting the ifl^d of Cyprus, quote, as a 
proof of the ancient celebrity of thefe wines, the 
following verfe in the Song of Songs, which the 
fpoufe addfcffes to her well-beloved : Botrus Cy^ 
friy dileilus meusj mihi in vincis Enj^addi. Thefc 
monks thought that the botrus was iai kind of rare 
and exquifite grapes, tranfpl^nted from pyprus to 
Engaddi ; but it may be eafily feen that thefe reve- 
rend fathers were niift^en. The botrus was al- 
ways known to the natives as an odoriferous fhrub^ 
of which I have already fppken under the name$ 
0f thQ IQ^ina or Alkanna, of Gopher and Cipre. 
Jf thp word botrus Si^m£ie$ grapcsw thf Creeklan- 
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gvagd, it alludes only to the flowers of the fcrub, 
which ha've a great refemblance to ^ bunch of 
grapes. One is furprifed to read, in la relisiUQB \ 
printed at ^ologna, November the i ith, J 57 Ji, that 1 
oelini II, emperor of the Turks, without refpeft- 1 
ing the tajiniy went to conquer Cyprus, in ordler \ 
that he might be matter of its wines, I 

This prince had wafted his youth in the effecoi- 1 
tiacy ana debauchery of the feraglio ; and ihe ia>^ \ 
rels of his predeceffors appeared in hi^ eyes w(l)rthy I 



pf contenipt rather than of envy, as being too • {\ 

Pf U 

p{ his women, changed iii an inftant this pacific 



dearly purcbafed by the fatigues and dangers pf 1/ 
arms. A queftion, however, put to him by one j 



difpofltion. $ome excellent Cyprus wine, with 
wh^ch the favourite was not acquainted* being ;' 
ferved up to them dujfing a voluptuous repaft, (he }, 
found it fo deUcipus, that (he alked Selim froni 
what place he bad protiured Jt, and whether the J 
fortunate foil that produce4 it was contained wit^- '.| 
^n the vaft extent of his empire. The Sultan^, 'j 
finding himfelf hupjbied on this queftion, fudden* \ 
' iy auljted his new favourite ; and having convok- 
ed his council^, appointed Piali admiral of bis gal- 7 
lies, an4 Muftapha generaliflimo of his forces; / 
and gave orders for all his troops to be aflemble4» .^, 
and to hold themfelves in rqaclinef^ to receive his 
commands. " I propofe," faid he, " to conquer 
" Cyprus J an ifland which contains a tx&uoxc 
^* that none but the king of kings ought to pot 

This expedition is defcribed in a ve?y intereft* 
ing manner by Father Angelo, of the Order of S;. 
Dominic, and vicar-general of the Holy Land* 
He reflded b Cyprus at jlie ^ime vvhen Ni^ofia was 
taken. 

tV'e are aliqapft tempted to Ijurfi when we fiii^ 
'^me hiftorians telling us that Belim wdertpot 
W^. 5Bterj>fi2e ffpiQ mptives of glory, 

A»Qthcr 
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•\»tbcr monk, called Stephen Lufignan, who 
>ii*jfc? Alio a witnefs to the defeat of the Cypriots, 
Cs^tttirms this faft which I have related. He fays 
ifc. " :hc Ottomans, having in thdir refearches dif- 
covered fome wine eighty years old, fent it with 
great care to the fcraglio, as the moft valuable part 
of the booty. Thefe wines were referved for the 
lick ; and, to give an idea of their quality. Father 
Stephen tells us that they kiadled hi the fire; and 
burnt like oil. 

There is no longer any of thefe wines in Cyprus. 
The oldefl: that can be found are thofe preferved 
under ground, in earthen veffels : their age, ii)i 
general, does not exceed twenty or twenty-five 
years ; and I am of opinion that there would be 
none even fo old, were it not for the cuftom 
which the Chriftians have of burying one of thefe 
yeflfels at the birth of each child, to be ferved up 
afterwards at their marriage. This wine, what- 
"ever may be the fate of the child, is never eniploy*. 
cd in commerce. 

I do not know what were the properties of thefe 
wines eighty years pld, which were formerly very 
common in the ifland ; but I can affert that thofe 
kept at prefent for twenty years cure feveral dif- 
eafes, and even fome that are inveterate, as I my-r 
felf have experienced. 

Having been attacked for two months with a 
tertian ague, which degenerated into a quartan, 
1 was beginning to defpair of my condition, when 
a Cypriot, whom I accidentally faw, made me ac- 
quamted with the remedy ufually employed in fuch 
cafes ; which is only a glafs of old wine, drank 
when the fit increafes. HaviAg followed diis prc- 
fcription, I foon fell aileep ; and when I awakened 
I found myfelf perfeftly well, and never was trou- 
bled with the ^iforder any more. Such cafes be- 
long to the marvellous, no doubt j but they arc 

ncverthcl^ 
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Bevenhclefs true, and appear very fimple to the 
Cypriots. 

Cyprus ^ine is employed alfo with equal fuccefs 
for cleanfing wounds, if you dip a rag in a glafs- 
fiiU of this wine, and apply it to the injured part, it 
becomes a falutary balm, which does not fail foon 
to heal the wound, and to caufie it to (hut entirely. 
I am much aftonifhed that the European mer- 
chants, who know all the qualities of this falutary 
liquor, do not attempt to bring fome plants of the 
vine whidi produces it from Cyprus to Europe. I ^ 
am well aware that the difference of climate may 
have prevented them ; but I believe alfo that the 
care and induftry of our cultivators would tend 
greatly to render this difference much lefs fenfible." 
Should thefe memoirs fall into the hands of any 
of them, I hope they may induce them to make 
the trial. Whoever does it will undoubtedly rifk 
very little ; and, in cafe of fuccefs, will enrich- 
H^s country with a moft profitable produftion. 

Whatever may be the event, I fhall here menti- 
on thofe precautions which ought to be takeli in 
tranfporting the young plants. 
- When they are pulled from the ground, if no 
ready opportunity can be found to tranfmit them 
to Eurppe, it will be fufficient to keep them in 
water to the depth of about a foot and a half. 

When they are to be fent off, they muft be bound 
together in the forip of a bundle ; the roots muft 
then be wrapped up in coarfe canvas, and they 
muft be put into a hamper or bafket filled with t 
mixture of earth and river fand ; for fea fand muft 
not be ufed : when this is done, the hamper i^ to 
be covered with a piece of coarfe cloth, but in fuch 
a manner that the heads of the young plants, bound 
together in fmall bunches, may be left on Ac 
putfide. 

. This hamper, about a foot and a half in depth, 
1^ tp be Dut into a barrel, |he bottom of which is 

covered 
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covered with earth ; and (he £ma between the 
fides of the hamper and thofe ot the barrel is to be 
filed with a mixture of earth, river (and, cut draw, 
amd a few grains of barley. Care mud be taken to 
dbioofe a barrel a little higher than the hamper. 
With regard to the heads of the young plants, 
which rife uncovered above the barrel, as well as 
the hamper, it will be f^ificient to cover them with 
fome cloth, in order to fecure them from duil. 

* Young plants, to be kept in that flate of freih- 
nefs which is neceflfary for their pre&rvation, re- 
quire to be watered in the pailage with a little 
utOx water ; which nviy eafily be done, either by 
recommending them to the captain, or promifing 
4 final! reward to the f^ilors. 

Plants thus prepared^ will doubtlefs arrive at 
the place of their deflination without any kind of 
accident. It is then the bufinefs of the cultivator 
to plant them in fuch eartl)) as he thinks proper for 
them. The obfervations which I have made on 
the temperature of Cyprus, the nature of its foil, 
;md the expolition of its vines, may in this refpe£k 
fupply the place of experience. 

^^ry thing induces me to believe that the Cy- 
prus vines, tranfplanted in this manner, would fuc« 
^d as well as the Mufcadines of Syracufe, whidh 
were lately brought to Florence by ihe celebrated 
^barles Ginori. At bis delightful country feat 
im^y be feen many exotics, \(^ch have not dege- 
nerated i and I Matter myfelf that the tedimonies 
pf gratitude and efteem which he has received from 
the public, will encourage others to follow hi{ 
pcstmple. 
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0|p THE mFP^RBNT ^BOPLE WHO INHABIT SYftIA 

AND PALESTINE. ' 

.•"■■./■*.■ 

Before I defcnbe the cities of Syria m^ Pa>- 
leftine, I Ihall give an accounC of the different 
people who inhabit thofeprovinces, not only from 
m y own obfervation ^ but alfo from^j^hat I have read 
concerning them* On this fiibje^ llhall mafce 
uie^of feveral authentic memoirs and relations, 
which were tranfmitted^ to me from various places 
by perfons every way worthy of credit. . 

Of THE ARABS. 

All thofe people who inhabit the three Arabias, 
Arabia the Happy^ Arabia the Defaf t, and Arabia 
the Stony, are diftinguifhed by the appellation 
of Arabs : thJey are known alfo by other particu- 
lar: names ; fuch as thofe of the Ifhmielites, thfe 
Hagarenians, the Scenites, the Saracens, and the 
Bedouins. The Arabs boaft of being defcended 
from Ifliitiael, the fon of Abraham and Hagarj 
and on this account they have acquired the deno- 
mination of Iflimaelites and Hagarenians. Scenites 
fignifies people who live under tents ; and by Sa- 
racens and Bedouins, are underftood robbers and 
wanderers. At prefent, however, all thefe names * 
are confounded under that of Bedouin Arabls. 
Thefe people derive atU their fubfiftence from 
. their flocks, from hunting, and from what they 

acquite 
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acquire by plunder. They acknowledge no fove^ 
reigns but the emirs of their tribes, who are their 
natural princes, and to ^hom they pay obedience. 
They have alfo fchieks, or chiefs, who are per*' 
fons of an advanced age, whom they often con* 
fult, and whofe advice they follow. As there are 
no fixed judges among the Arabs, thefe fchieks 
fupply their place, and from their determinatioa 
there is no appeal. 

Thefe Arabs follow the religion of the Maho* 
metaVis ; and, after their example, obferve cif« 
cumcifion, ablution, the faft of iht ramadan, and 
prayer. They, however, very feldom agree with 
the Turks ; which fully proves, that to be of the 
fame religion is not a lufficient bond to bind men 
together. Too proud of the high nobility which 
they afcribe to them'felves, they confider the Turks 
as baflards, and as the ufurpers of their natursLl 
heritage. 

The Arabs are of a middle ftature.; their cpra- 
plexions are brown, owing to the climate ; and 
they have always ^ grave and melancholy air. 
By being accuftomed to every kind of fatigue at 
an early period of life, they acquire a remarkable 
ihare of refolution ; and on this account have a 
ferocious afped. Misfortunes give them no pain ; 
and they derive no pleafure^from profperity^ be- 
caufe they receive with refignation from the hand 
of God both good and evil. Equally infenfibfe 
to the cries of their children, and to the tears of 
their wives,, their vifages exhibit no kind of alte- 
ration whatever. They feldom Jaugh, and ne^'er 
weep: to do either in their opinion ihews great 
weaknefs ; and on this account they have vei^y 
little efteem for a man who weeps^ or laughs too^ 
much. It is neceffary, therefore, for the Euro- 
p^ns to afFed great indifference when amonglt 
them, and to imitate their ferious and mekincholy 

behaviour : 
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behaviour: with a little attention, in this refpeft,, 
one may ealily gain their friendfhip and efteem. 

The Arabs who live in the defarts are entirely 
ignorant of the arts. There are fcarcely * any of 
them who can read or write, and few even who 
cultivate the earth. They employ themfelves ra- 
ther in conducing their flocks to pafture, or in 
riding upon horfeback. 

Though polygamy is permitted to the Arabs by 
the law of Mahomet, which they follow, it is rare 
to fee them have more wives than one at the fame 
time. They, however, do not efteem them fo 
much as the reft of the Mahometans. 

One of the principal diverfions of thefe people 
is the meidan, which takes its name from the fpot 
where they generally enjoy it ; for meidan is a 
Perfian word, that , fignifies a plain. This diver- 
fion confifts in different ' agreeable evolutioi^s and 
manoeuvres, performed upon horfeback; aiid ge- 
nerally takes place at Eafter, or when they cele- 
brate their marriage, and the birth and circumci- 
fion of their children. Being coUefted together 
to the number of two hundred, as foon as they 
enter the plain, they ride up and down in confu- 
fion, with their lancesi, which are upwards of 
twelve feet in length ; and it is accounted a great 
fign of courage to be able to handle them with 
dexterity. 'From this fport one might form fome 
idea of their battles, in which they obferve as lit- 
tle order, and in like manner fend forth loud yells 
and cries. Throwing afide thefe lances before 
mentioned, they take (hort javelins, about three 
feet in length, but much heavier at the lower part 
than at the top ; and feparating themfelves into^ 
pairs, pne advances before the other, to fliew th^t 
he challenges his antagonift to overtake him. \t 
the latter is well enough mounted to come up 
with him, when he finds himfelf at a proper dif- 

tance^ 
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tance» he darts his javeUn at him ^hh all hiS tottt^ 
while the other does the fame ; after which they 
advance on a full gallop to the place Inhere tho 
javelins fell, and, without difmountihg, take meni 
up from the ground ^th wonderful eafe and ac^- 
drefs. Their manner of avoiditig the jaVelin ig 
however much more furprifi^g : when their anta- 
gonift is about to difcharge it, they thfoW thefti- 
wlves under the belly of the horfe, while running 
full fpeed, fo that no part of their bodies remains 
on the faddle but the left foot. 

They often amufe themfelves in playing at chefs ; 
but they do this only at their hours of relaxation. 
They are fo far from ufing cards that they are not 
even acquainted with them. 

They are much diverted with the found of mu- 
fical inftruments, and particularly with that of 
certain flutes made of reeds, which they accom- 
pany with the noife of fome drums. They have 
profefled dancers, both men and women, whofe 
geftures are immodefl and lafcivious : to fee them, 
one would be induced to believe that on fuch oc- 
cafions only they are permitted to laugh. 

The pleafure of fmoaking, fo common even 
among the women, is alfo one of the amufentents 
of the Arabs, who may be feen fitting from morn- 
ing till night with their pipes in their mouths# 
The introduftion of this cuftom they afcribe to 
the Europeans j and they are fo fond of if that 
they cannot abftain from it, even when experience 
lias taught them how prejudicial it is to their 
health. 

The drefs of the Arabs confifts onty of a white 
robe bound round with a broad leathern girdle,' 
which may be ftraitened or flackened at pleafure, 
by means of a ftrong buckle, or a large clafp, 
with a few fmaller ones. Winter and fummer 
they wear a large cloak (triped blacks and white; 
' and 
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aad made of the hair of goats, or of fome other 
animal. In winter they ufe it to fecure themfelves 
from the cold and rain, ^nd in fummer to fcreen 
them from the heat of the fun. They wear no* 
thing on their heads but a kind of red cap, fur- 
rounded with a piece of cloth of the fame colour, 
or intermixed fometimes with white, which forms 
alHts ornament. Their emirs, or princes, drefs 
in the fam^ manner, except that their cloaks are 
for the moft part all black. 1 

They wear flippers, after the manner of the 
Turks ; but they are generally in half boots in 
ordcx^ that they may be ready ^t all times to mount 
-on'horfeback. Some Arabs who are employed 
in agriculture, inftead of flippers, wear only two 
foles of leather fattened under .the foot at the toe 
and the heel, and forming a kind of fandals. 
Their drawers are made of linen, and defcend to 
the lower part of the leg. 

Thefe Arabs have no habitations but tents, 
which with their flocks they tranfport from one 
country to anothef, and erefl in thofe places 
where they find the greatefl: abundance of pafl:u- 
ragp and water. 

They generally flop in valleys, taking always 
the precaution to . place fome of their tents on the 
fummit of a neighbouring hill, to prevent their 
beitig furprifed by different tribes, who are their 
enemies. Befides this, being on the watch, they 
aje enabled to fall unexpededly on travellers, ^. 
whom they are contented to rob without offering \ 
them any perfonal infult. Thofe who are attacl^ 
ed by them mud not make an obfl:inate refi/lance ; \ 
for if they do, they will be in great danger of 
lofing their lives. 

The riches of the Arabs confift in cattle, which 
fupply them with flefli, piilk, butter and wool, the 

Vol. I. R _ principal 



i4l f AaV«LS TttROTJOH 

pttttdpi! ittitlcs th4t iliey havtt otcafxofi fot, is 
AWjidirf^ hl^nf y bf CWry kind. 
^ what thfey vahre tnbft is their fiw horr*fe, attd 
ef{itcMf thofe whieh art fwift iti nriiniftg. When 
thfcy inbdnt them they ^6 almoft ahtayi atmed 
with lancii^, t^^rfehte 6f fourteen feet in lerfgth, 
^bhich they handle tv'?th treat dfejcterity ; but they 
totV* a fiuallet kind fet- dattihg againft the enemy, 
* they refaiu the former ahvay^ in their hands. 
They carry mulkets alfo : btft they we much ter* 
riilfed ^¥hen they engage Nvith Rr^-^ims, bfeing fo 
Rttlfe ^fcCuftomed t6 them ; and after the firft dif^ 
(ihargfe, they become ubfolmely ufelcft. There 
ire a very few Atabs whb haw not horfe^ : thde 
eiatry tciiih them a t^e tliib headed t^ith iron, 
and a JFufte, which, they difthatge by means of i 
match that they ahvayfe carry about them. Thi* 
kind of Arabs live in the midft oF th-ofe fields 
which they cultivate; and hi genfetal do moW 
hurt than thbfe Who travctfe the country. 

The Features bf the Arab .>«^omen arc tematk- 
ably beautiful when they are ytJung ; but they 
foon become disfiguted by certain black fpots ilk* 
patches, which they make in their faces with i 
fliarp-pdintcd ifon. thev mark with tht fatwe co* 
lour their Tips and eye-lames, by mixhig with Vtit 

glint employed for that purpofe a certain r^b» 
ance which they call coluijiri. Atcordhr^ to thk 
general cuftom of the Levant, thev dye theif naife 
and the palms bf their hands yelfow, a$ I htive 
already obferved in a Former part of this work. 

Young girls make an opening near oftieofthfe 
noltrils, into which they put a Clove : this appeaUt 
to them to be a peculiar bfeiuty, i^htch they coft- 
fider as a fign of virginity ; thou^ they tofttihufe 
to wear it even aftei- thfcy have had fchadren. 
There are fome of them who, inftead df^ a cittve, 
thYuft through their noftrils a filver ring, about 
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an incb And k h^U m Quieter i ^Qm ik^ Mt99^ . 
of vfhidt {& foipcfi4e4 a ^^^. of ^r^> pr iftffif! 
fmall coin, ' ^ 

The ^oBiei> fucklq thrfr owi^ childrfli? JiiOd n^^ ^ 
ver cotOTiit them to tl3* c^re of wet-nvirfe^ TOs , 
cuftpin pf fending wt cbildrw tf> be nurfi^cl^ 
which tt>oJk it& rtfe in the bofom of {M^ii£b«d j^^^^ 
ropcj %$ too- inconfiftent itrit{i the vi^ws ^f w^t^ir^, 
ever to prrfem itfelf to the id^a^ pf th^fe Timplis 
and ruiliis tpisople* All the Ar^ wo^^fiei). f^urfe 
tbpir own children ; ail are fpnd of dif(phaiging 
this firft duty of a. mother; and none of riiem will 
permit another to fliare with h^r in the laborious 
cares pf education, for which flie thin)s« ber&lf 
fuffidently repaid by the fmiles and car^fles pf in- 
nocence. Indefatigable by the force of maternal 
tenderners<> they may be feen in ih(^ k^ngeft jour** 
neys carrying their children -on (hsir ^ulder^ 5 
and^ when they have occasion to ^e .th^m f^ffk, 
bringing them forward t litrie,,and railing the 
breaft to their mouth$* 

One difference i$ renstarked between the Ars^ 
men and women ; w.feich i^, ihdt the fett^r^ mvi^h 
lefs ferious when young, become peevi/b a^ me- 
lancholy with age : whilA %k& men ;^guiri9 with 
years aa oyen^r axtd fire^r air* Thpl^s diference 
indeed may b^ remark^ among i;he peo$»le of eve- 
ry .nation whatever : a 4t(irt ^ pji^afing, ^nd ^ 
bring loved^ is the Ml fe^ciinNsnt that ^ri^ in th$ 
mind .of a woman ; and it gro^s m4 in^f eiM^es ais ibf 
approaches towards mat^uriiy : but ^ lov(9 ^Qoay 
panies beauty only, and »$ bea^iity d^&|»p«ars with 
yourth^ it b not aftooifliing thi^t a wpm^n ihould 
become morofe ai$ flie adwnces in lifey . Having 
loft :thiB power <>f cbarwng, fl^a i^ ao J wg^ . ft>i^ 
lowed ; and this ncgU^ &eh ^j ^ m^ns ^^lo 
to AipfKirt. WiA mm ^e. oife i» <imm Afferent : 
being formed for accompliihing great tbin^s^ they 
I H 2 feem 
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feem to abaadon thar natufie when tfaey^fufEer 
tbemfelves to be overcome by love. When the 
fire of youth engages them in this paflion, they 
fall into a ftate of languor, by which all their fa- 
culties are abforbed : but this impetuofity is cool- 
ed by years ; they foon return to tbemfelves ; and 
reafon gaining a lading power over them, permits 
them to entertain only mild and regular affedions, 
which are difplayed in their exterior conduft. 

The Arab women wear only a plain robe, after 
thjB Turkifli manner, and fcarcely ever covef their 
heads. Their cloaks refemble thofe of the men : 
but there are only a few of them who ufe drawers,* 
according to the cuftom of the poliflied people in 
the eaft. ITiey ornament their hair with ftrings 
of fmall glafs beads of different colours ; on their 
legs and arms they wear bracelets of the fame, and 
have rings made of metal on their fingers. 

The principal occupation of the Arab women 
is, to tsJce care pf the tents in which they lodge, 
to provide water, to prepare food, to milk their 
flocks, and to make butter and cheefe. They 
likewife manufadbure the cloth neceffary for cover- 
ing.their tents. 

As there are no longer any phyficians among 
the Arabsf the care of the fick is committed en- 
tirely into the hands of the women. Among other 
difeafes they cure the dropfy fo perfeftly, that the 
patient is never afterwards fubjeft to it. They 
are acquainted with the virtues of herbs, and em- 
ploy them with great fuccefs. The Arabs almoft 
always ufe fcarification in their cures, and efpe- 
cially for pains. On the leaft fenfation they ap- 
ply a red-hot iron to the part aflfefted, and are 
freed from their complaint by this violent remedy. 
This is the reafon why fo many of the Arabs may 
be feen with fears on different parts of their bo* 
dies. ..., 

The 
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The Arabs make very little ufe of bread, if I 
may give that name to a kind of very thin cake. 
Their ufual food is roots, honey, milk, butter, 
mutton, and the flefh of their camels, and birds 
which they may catch alive; becaufe it is an ar- 
ticle of the Mahometan law, to kill thofe animals 
which they eat, and to txtraft their blood. They 
confume a great deal of rice, particularly in a ra- 
gout called pilau, which ferves them for a repaft 
}n the evejimg and morning. Inftead of rice, they 
make pilau with burburij after having bruifed it 
in the hand, and boiled it. For feafoning the 
greater part of their diflies, they employ four and 
curdled milk, which they mix with leaven. The 
Europeans can hardly be reconciled to this fort 
of food ; but it is however not peculiar, to the 
Arabs. That kind of four milk called Itben in 
Arabia, ^nd jagurt among the Turks, is known 
all over the Levant* 

The Arabs have another kind of food, which 
appears to us ftlU more fingular. ' This food is tlie 
flefli of Ipcufts, which they coiled in the feafon 
when they pafs through their country ; and hav- 
ing t^ken off their heads, put them into leather 
bags, with a certain quantity of fait. When they 
eat thep they cut them into flices, as we do fau- 
fages. 

It would appear, from feveral writers j that this 
foo(i was ufed alfo by other nations. ** A part 
" o( the Ethiopians,** fays Pliny, " live only up- 
. " on Ipcufts, falted and dried in the Tmoke." 
In another place, fpeaking of the Partbians, he 
obferves, that " they are very fond of locufts.'* 
St. Jerome fpeaks alfo of theni when he mentions 
the people of Lybia. An oriental hiftorian relates 
the fame thing of different . nations in Syria. 
Leibnitz, in one of his letters to the celebrated 
Anthony Magliabcchi fays, " that delicious food 

^ ". ought 
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*? dught to be knfiwtt iA biir palaces bf fiuropc, 
' *< wiucft ire f6 refined ; knd It tvould cettamly 
•* bec6me yerV eommbtt, If afty of our priftCes 
*< would fetid for it to the eaft, and have it ftrved 
" up ai his table.** 

C"^ Amone the various beverages 6t the Ainbs, 
water holds the fij-ft rank : becaufe, by the law 
of Mahomet, th^yare* fdrbldden to drink t^inc. 
•jtiey make fuch a tbntinual ufe of -^ofiee, that 
thofe who can, drink it alrAoft at every hour of 
the day, but in frriair quantities, and i)5ithout lii- 
. .gar. They compoft another kind tif drink x^ith 
roots and the juiee of the fugar-eane, and of 
Ifrapes mixed with 'Cvater. iTiey have alfo a third, 
Ihade with aii infufioA of biarley, \vhich has a great 
refetnblance tb our beer. 

' All crimes are in their eyeS more 6r left par- 
donable; but for homicide,* fliould it even be Com- 
mitted in the time of war, there i$ no remiffion 
t)f pimilhment. Sooner Or later, it calls fortb^ 
ftriking vengeance, either from the trib^ 6r tht fii- 
mUy o? the deceafed. Should there be only one 
branch of that race remaininjg, aftd incapable of 
ufing open force on a^coiint of his youth, the re- 
lations wait for the mbrtiem of his attaining tb vi- 
gour ; and in the mean while endeavour to fofter 
the feeds of batr^ in his bbfom againfl: the alfailin. 
By fometlmes dilplaying beibfe him the 'robe or ' 
!hirt of his. relation, ftained tvhh blbod, they rogfe 
his heart, very aTulbeptlble 6f iriipreifion^, tb the 
highejl degree of reVenge : and, as foon as he is 
acquainted withthe ufebf arms, he would become 
on objefl: of public derifiOn afid ,c6ntempt, did he 
not hailen to plun'p a dagger into the bofbm of 
the criminal, ^is gives rife among the Arabs 
tb herecijitary divifions, .Which heverfuflTer theiiilo 
live in concord with eath' bther a moment. It ^p- 
' pears therefbrc very probable that At Italians bt)r* 

rowe4 
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row#4 that fyftum of v»gwwp l>y wWch tfieir 
Cf^untf y WW difgr^^^^d for fo maDy century, Irooi 
ihw barbarous xm^n^ 

HofpitaUty i$ (q much honwred ^uiipijg thf 
Aribs, th^t, without r^igard to religipij pr §p4inr 
iry, ih^y r-^c^iv^ i^ tb^r jt^nt^ evisry tray^fl^r wbp 
^ppiU^ to lh«mf and take the fiwac cire qf h^p fer- 
vent wd bi3 Jiorfc. I«ft€ad pf ^ot^rtaiijwg ^ivy 
idea af injuring hici, ^$y w»tch ov^r ev^y tl^g 
that belongs to him with as much ^iv^^tion fts ^ 
tfeey w^re ibiW own. After iwki»g h«» /it.dJ9wn 
upon g flpa< jcoismodioi^fly fpw»d Wt on tb^ 
gcoyad^ ibey prrfeiH hiqe^ with ^ pip^ay^d cofffi^, 
ftndeiff^ry WW »iid Abea ^ km fc^w h,e 4p5s. 
They dwi prepare JTb^nething for km ^o ,eat ; ^ 
offer hw pwrt of their diihes with thgt fiH?pJi^;ity 
whicfe id fo ^wnnftOA awp^gft t^m} • aiid w- 
»o\)nQ« j^y thjeir oovn^^nancejj <tbe great bip|4* 
n^ft th^y ^j^pieriepic^ in being ?\>h to do htm any 
. fcrvictk If h? wiihes rto paft tb^ night in <h^r 
hafeitfttif)n, thi^y ari-ange t\^ :fame mat ia the forpi 
of^ bed^ «id place und^r qn^«ndpfit a ftc^ie 
. or Ub fed4le, to ferv^g ^.^ a piUow, $hould^the 
tXf^ytllof at hb d^pfirture offi^r lu3 boft ji pwe of 
«0»ey, becaufe hp ^ippears to be poor, it W»Jd 
te wonted with gratl.tM4«i buf if h^e g?ivie np. 
ihfeg W aU, !^^ Al^Jl? woiijd teftify ao di3ati«fs^c. 
tlon whatever. They jaJway^ ta^q.c^r^ to cppdu^ 
Arang^rs to a iittle diftance from their tents, ;to 
protecSt thfin.fron) tbpfe infults to which they 
wight be exp^i&d ito^ Qth^r Arabs. 

I IwYii ake^ady ftid <hat the Italians pro4?j»l|ly 
^(Jppt^d fron> thef(? people their vindiftiv^ fpirit ; 
»n4 ;! aii^ lOf Ppiftion )tJ»t t^y h^ve derive^ frqni 
thc«i,*lfo thi^ laii4able wftoHi of being hpfpjjta- 
hUtP ftfailg«r$. In Fioti^wiB iJiej-e wf&re fofjo^r- 
ly reckoned to be a great nun;iber pf i)ofpif;al$ for 
travellers. 

1 he 
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The Arabs pafled from the derarts of Arabia to 
Syria and Paleftine in the fizth century ; and 
frnce that period they have ftill more or lefs pre- 
ferved their footing in thefe countries.. All the 
inhabitants of the coafts, or of the interior parts, 
who fpeak the Arabic language only, are compre- 
hend^ under their name. They are however not 
all defendants of the firft migration, properly 
fpeaking : they are a inixture of all nations, and 
of all religions. 

Some of thofe who inhabit the cities of Paleftine, 
though originally from Arabia, are neverthelefs 
more polifhed than the reft: of their countrymen.^ 
Their manner of drefling, and behaving in com* 
ps^y» gives their manners a great refemblance of 
thofe of the Turks. Thefe people generally carry 
on their commercial affairs with much uprightnefs 
and integrity, and they fubmit to the governmeht 
under which they live, but without forgetting 
that they are fprung from Iftimael^'as I have' al* 
ready mentioned. -For this reiafon, thfey fliew a 
wonderful affedion towards the Arabs of the de<^ 
farts, whom they confider a$ alone defcended 
from noble and illuftrious blood. The greater 
part of thctfe real Arabs who are fixed in cities, 
- do not fuffcr their beards to grow till they are ad- 
vanced in years ; but the other inhabitants of the. 
defarts never cut theirs at all. Thfey carry their 
/ rcfpeft for the beard fo far j that, to touch it 
I when they fwear, is as folemn an oath- as that. of 
/ the ancient gods when they fwore by the river 
•> Styx.^ They take great care to keep it elean ; and 
j it may be eafily gueffed that they cohfKier it as a 
I great affront when any one pulls them by this ve- 
1 nerable ornament. -A refped for the beard is 
j equally prevalent amorigft the Turks, and all the 

I GhrifUaQs of the eaft* .v^ •-- • • -- •? 

* - The 
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The Arabs, for th^moft part, are iiot acquaint- 
ed with the name of their &inily, and kiidw thofe 
oniy of their father and grandfather. But they 
are very curious in preferving. the genealogy of 
their horfc»;' which they are paffionately fond of, 
and value much more than their wives. 
• They diftingui(h them into three races — aitkk^ 
kehilan^ and guidi/c. Thofe of the fir ft race are 
the deareft, as they are the mod ^npieAt in Ara- 
bia; the kehilan bear a pricie not much infei;i6r, 
on account of the exclufive nobility with which. . 
they are honoured ; but the guidifcs are confidered 
as ordinary horfes^ and are employed for themoft 
fervile purpofes. 

,Thofe of the two fir ft races are of a moderate 
height ; fo that there are few of them which can 
be called of a great ftature. They kre exceeding- 
ly flender and fwift ; they never neigh, and' eat 
only once in the twenty-four hours. In the evdn^ 
ing, which is the time when they are fed, a mea- 
fure of barley is fufpended from their necks in a 
bag. If they are fatigued, they do hot receive 
their allowance till an hour later : but they are 
fuffered to drink almoft every moment ; arid even 
when covered withfweat, and in the midft of 
their labour. When they arrive at their tents, 
they are unbridled, ^nd tied to a lance fixed in 
the ground, by means of a rope which paffes round 
their neck. If it be' ai mare, flie is tied by the 
foot ; but the faddles are never taken from their 
backs, except when they are combed. The Arab^ 
have -a greater number bf mares than of horfes^ 
becaufe they ate better able to bear fatigue, hun- 
ger, and thirft ; and becaufe they require much 
: lefs care. ♦ ' . 

About the time when the horfes cover, they 
fuflfer them to feed in the open fields for the fpace 
of fifteen days ; after which they carry witncffes 
*'- ■ with 
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with'thera to certify ^f vhal; breed the horfe is. 
They do the fame tbi^g at the birth of the foal } 
and aoark upon a card the «iopth» day^ and hom, 
together with the (Mrigin of the aniinal, and the 
colour of its hair. This eard» called ei^U ^^^ 
containing different atteftatiomy is put into a fmall 
brafs ball, ^^d fufpesded by a (bring from the 
colt's ncqk:, where it remains during th^ whole 
time of its life ; in fiioft, that happy day. is cele- 
brated wit^ great joy by a feftiyal which they give 
to their friepds. The Arabs wait till their norfes 
have attaint the age of three yeara before they 
put a bit into their mouths ; and fuffer the fourth 
year to elapfe before they mount them, in this 
interval they ea^ercife them continuaUy) by mak- 
ing them run sound in a circle, as we dp in En- 
iop^. At the end of four years th^ are ihod, 
and (Mrepared for a particular kmd of comrfmg, 
which confifts in fetting off on a full gallop, flop- 
ping ihort fuddmJy, turning to the right and left, 
and retreating wh^ the ridor difcharges his lance, 
' It is cuftomary for the Arabs to attack their ene- 
mies with great impetuofity, atid ihen to fly back 
with the like fpeed. They therefore inftruiSt their 
horfes to fifoop a little, by leaning towards one 
fide, to enatble the rider to recover bis arms with- 
out being <Aliged to difmounr^ WhiMl they arc 
accufloming them to thefe different maaceuyr^s, 
they never make nfe of the whip, but employ 
fpgrsy M'ith ^be points of wihich they prick the 
fides of the hprfe according as tSiey find it necef- 
fary. At the end of five years they cut their tails, 
an order tbfit they may grow afterwards acan^ding 
to their n^^tural difpofition. 'Jlhey keep ti^r hoo^ 
very (hort, but make them advance a little beyond 
the &oe« which is fbrmed 4Df a piece of rery Uiin 
* iroQ» 

The 
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The Arabiiti horfes ^creafe iii fttengtJi In pro- 
portion as they are exercifed in rutiAitig ; and it 
is^ very eafy, when they are flopped, to.make them 
purine fuch a pace as brie ^flie«. When gallop- 
ing they carry their head3 high, but fuffer them to 
droop a litkfe whett OA an ordinary Ir^t. If the 
ridet Ihould throw the bridte loofe tipon th^r 
necks, ^hey would m^e n^ n^otibn ; andhesyfht 
continue his journey in per&€t fftfety ivldiout tak- 
ing it again into nis hand. Should he be dif- 
mountcf by any af^ideiit, the horfe will not akl- 
vance i ftep farther, tmt immediately ftope tiH he 
gets up. The Arabv |>ropetly fpeaking, do not 
make ufe of a bridle, but of a halter ; and in or- 
der to remain firm in their -feat, becaufs their fed- 
dles are high, they prefs their tegfs ftrongfy againfl 
the horfe^s fides. Their manner of fitting on 
horfeback is perfeftly carelefs ; and in this rdTped 
they do not difplay that gracefulneft by which the 
Turks are dittinguifhed. They are hpwe? er for 
from being bad horfemen : on the eontrary, they 
appear rather to be extremely expert. 'When they 
wiih to make their horfes gallop, they bend tlwir 
bodies a little, and lean rorwards, whkh is a. fiif- 
ficient fignal for the animal to fet out full fpeed. 

At that feafon when the grafs in tfie tne^dows 
becomes high enough to be eat, the Arabs exer- 
cife their horfes before they conduft them to paf- 
ture. They then take off their faddlcs and (hoes, 
and leave them to range the fields in full liberty 
for the fpacc of eight daysj after which tiiey 
inount them, unldTs they hare occafion to do fo 
fooner. Th^ fifteenth day is deftined for<:ov^r- 
ilfg. When this objcQ: is accomplilhed, ^ey fuf- 
fer them to remain at reft for the fame length bf 
time, and then mAe them rdtime thdr tifnrf : Ja- 
hours ; but they fKH conttnue to feed tipto %ttdi 
as long as it can be found. It is^K}t till dfeNsikd 

''.*''' of 
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of a month that to this food is added a fmall por- 
don of barley* 

07 THE DRUSES. 

The country of Caftravent, a part of Mount 
Lebanon which looks towards the Mediterranean 
Sea, is inhabited, in preference to any other fpot» 
by the Drufes, who gave their name to this fouth- 
ern diftridt. They occupy alfp the reft of Mount 
Lebanon, Anti-Lebanon, the narrow plains which 
lie between Caftravent and the fea ; and all that 
extent of (hore from Gibail, otherwife called By- 
blus, as far as the river £vl, near the aacient Si- 
don, at prefent called Sayd. The angient Helip- 
poHs, taow known by xhe name of Balbec, is peo- 
pled, by this nation, as, well as the neighbouring 
country. In Ihort, families of the Drufes may be 
found fcattered here and there throughout every 
part of Syria and Paleftine. 

The religion of thefe people is one of the moft 
modem in the eaft, fmce it is not older than 1030, 
' the year when Mahamed-Be;n-lfmacl began to 
preach, and to gain followers. 

The principles of this religion,' which differs both 
from that of the Turks and the Chriftians, are aiU 
moft entirely unknown. Part of the Drufes admit 
circumcifion, whilft another rejeft it. Their facred 
books prefentnothing but a feries of errors and ob* 
fcurities. It is not eafy eveii for the Prixfes them^ , 
felves to acquire a diftind idea of them j^ and for 
this reafon they fcarcely ever fpeak of them. Their 
priefts or minifters make them believe that they 
alone are acquainted with them. 1* hey from time 
to tiitie aflemble, and converfe together upon reli- 
gious matters ; and, as they are very ignorant, it 
may be readily imagined that they add to their, 
books every day fonie new abfurdities. 

One 
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.On6 would be almoft induced to believe that the 
Drufes have, on certain occafions, an inclination 
towards Mahometanifm, did they hot at the fame 
time fliew every mark of hatred and contempt to- 
wards the Turk* ; whilft they behave with great 
friendfhip to the Chriftians, and refpeft their reli- 
gion. Thfey pray indifferently in the Greek churches 
and the Turkilh mofques. The coming of the 
Meflias is an article admitted into their creed j but 
they fay that he has appeared more than once, un- 
der the figure of different celebrated perfonages. 
Filled with veneration for the mother of Chrift, 
they entertain no doubt of her virginity : they be- 
lieve alfo the miracles of our Saviour, and thofe 
of the prophet Elias, whom they honour fo far as 
to invoke hiai when they fwean If the prayers 
which they addrefs to both, are not heard, they 
imagine .that they are unworthy of the favour 
which they aflv. They worfhip faints and images, 
which they have fometimes in their houfes, though 
this is contrary to the law of Mahomet ; and they 
obferve that faft which the Mahometans call Ra- 
niazah, from the name of one of their moons, 
but not in a very ftrift manner, ^ 

This is all the information that can be collefted 
ref|)efl:ing the religion of the Drufds. They are top 
ignorant, as I have already obferved, to give us 
any further knowledge on this head ; and it is im- 
poflible to draw a finglc word from their priefts, 
who obferve the moft inviolable fecrecy in every- 
thing that concerns their worftiip. I concWdc, 
therefore, that their dogmas are impenetrable myf* 
teries. ■ They do not require that implicit fiaiith 
fhould be given to all their religious books ; and 
indeed they do not agree with each other, as I was 
affured by a Maronite prieft who had refided thirty 
years in the mountains of Caftravent. He remark- 
ed that the priefts disfigured their religious books, 

by 
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by tearmg oot foopi^ Jwyitf, aii4 infimirif ^it^ttf, 
according to (heir caprice; Kiid that no Dr«& trai 
ever admitted tp tbcilr private ^embliep. 

According to f<^me writers, the Dr«(M are 
fynmg from the defcendantl of certahi SVeiicb £»!• 
dicrs» who being coadvfited to the holy wari by a 
chief of the family of Dreux, retired to thm 
mountains^ from Which the vidorious arms bf the 
Saracens were not able to expel them during the 
fpacc of forty year$. In the opinion of thefo wri- 
ters, thev foUowed the Chriftian teligion tilt the 
prieiti wfio had accompsmted them all died ; wjieiii, 
iixiduig themfelves deprived of their inftrudors, 
they united with the Mahometans, and' inf<5niibly 
fell into diat wor(hip which they profefTed* Such 
an ijdea, how^ver>, will fooa vani(k, when we are 
afliired that the k& of the JDrufes fubfiited in 1 170, 
as we fee by the Travels of the Rabbi Benjamin ; 
confequeatly it cottld not have its origin forty years 
after the Chriltians bad loft Jernfalem, that is f o 
fiy» in the year 1187. 

Several French authors have endeavo«tcd.to re- 
concile in fevonr of their jwition^ If I may be al- 
lowed to fay fo, ail the contradi^ions and d£fiicul- 
ties tSaf araie, when the origin of thdk people is 
derived from Count de Ureox,* or at Icaft frobt 
the remains of the French who e&qped afiberihe 
ruin of jernfalejEn. . 

A book appeared not long ago, intitied. The 
Hf^ry tf fhe, Drufa^ 4 petfpk tf Mount Ltbamhy 
4rf0fHiidfrvm a ciieny of French. Travefikaps. who 
are acquaic^red with thefe |)ebple, and che tetrito- 
• ries ^hich thq' inhabit, wtll find in tl^s Mi'ork a 
garcat number oi errors ; and among othei^ thin^ 
tbey^rill no doubt reproai^h ^he antbor for.fayiflg^ 
in the ^i^ce v^iefe j|e fpeltks of she Rate aiid com* 
iMfce of tiie I^riifes^ that t^tek jcoimtry ^K}t!3idf 
with prodn£^9s ffiucb.&i9cri(trtt>i(hoftd 

and 
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^i tte f^iV Indies. ti&B ivrit^i', aeeofdi^g to 
eVerV apf eah«lcey followed the opixuoii of hiftoiri- 
ans Do^ an^ietit aM rtiodem) whd have fallen into 
the* ftwe ^iiftftakes bf dopyiag each oAer fuccef- 
fivety. With regard t<> th<* idcaof feonfidearing the 
DrafeS as the reinains of a French colony, he de- 
rtionft rates it in a very fatisfa9»ry manner, v^hilft 
be does not attempt to prove their defcentin a di- 
re^ line from the Count de Dreux: but his pro6fs 
have not thefanlie authority when he endeavoiirs to 
eft^lifh an intimate alliance between thde people 
and that French lord. 

If the Drufes themfelves afcribe their origin to 
f<)me 'French families j this, according to the gene- 
ral acceptatioh, may be extended to all the Euro- 
peans, who are comprehended without diftindion 
under the, name of French. - Several^ it k true, 
fay they were pr<^erly defcended from natives qf 
• France ; but I am inclined to believe that they de- 
rive this idea from hiftorical books put into their 
hands by fome French people wfio are conneded 
with them by the interefts of commerce. 

The Drufes all fpeak the language of the Arabs, 
which is the only one familiar to the different peo- 
ple of Syria. 

in fpeafcing of their religion I forgot to fay that 
they never refufe Ghriftians admittance intb theit 
iftiofques, even during the time of prayer ; Imd in 
their prefence they redouble their mode% a^^ fer*» 
Tour, in order that they may appear more rdiigious 
and devout. This permiffion, however, is tfet 
granted in the like manner by the Turks ; or if 
they adttiit a Chriftian into their temples by a fpe- 
cial favour, it is always after the hours of prayer. 

T^e Drufes are robuft well-ihade people, ^!t^ of 
a noble afpeft, for which they are in pavt iftdcibtod 
16 th^ educ^on. They are a€^cift4)MeA fram 
their infancy t-o hardlhips wiRd irtigoe. 

When 
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When mothers lay their children in the cradle, 
inllead'of putting the pillow under their he^d, as 
is cuftomary among us, they put it under their 
reins^ fo that the bead remains in a hanging pofiti- 
on. Wrapping up their legs afterwards with, ban- 
dages, they bring the two calves together ; tak- 
ing care to extend their toes outwards ; and this 
gives them, when old, that majeftic carriage by 
which they are diilinguifhed. 

In their difpoQtion they are naturally faithful and 
fincere. They arc fond of the Europeans, to whom 
they perform every duty that humanity requires ; 
and upon every occafion they defend and proted 
them as far as lies in their power. As they have a 
▼ery great avcrfion to ufury, they cannot endure 
the roguery of the Turks, and the avarice of the 
Hebrews. 

The Drufes have particular princes-called Emirs, 
whoarefeven in number, and who in conjunftion 
all govern the fame country. This diverfity of 
chiefs, whofe opinions were often divided, engag- 
ed them in long divifions, which deftroyed their 
tranquillity for many years. Having at length 
feen the danger of their mifintelligence, which 
mutl have rendered it an eafy rfiatter for the Porte 
to fubdue them entirely, they united fome time 
ago ; and agreed, by common confent, that one 
of them fhould poflefs the fupreme authority, with 
the title of Grand Emir, or prince. The reft, in 
quality of inferior princes, are allowed a feat in 
tke council ; but it belongs only to the principal 
crair to decide refpecting their deliberations. The 
Emir Manfur is at prefent inverted with the fove- 
reign dignity. After his death it will pafs to^ his 
family ; and if that ibou|d become extind, it will 
devolve on one of the other fix emirs, to be tranf- 
mitted in the like miahner to each fucceeding race. 

.The city of Bareth, otherwife Beritus, is the 
' , capital 
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capital of the country of the Drufes. All the emirs 
have theijr , habitations, there ; but in general they , 
refide with the grand emir, in the fmall* village of 
Der-al-Gamar, which fignifies the country of the 
moon. * It is fituated in the mountains, between 
the eatlern part of Sayd and the north. 

Though the Drufes are confidered as indepen- 
dent on the Grand Signior, they pay ajlnuaily a 
fmall tribute to the Ottoman cburt, according to 
the diftribution of their principal emir ; and this is 
the only ftiadow of authority that the Porte ftill re- ' 
tains over thefe people, jealous of their indepen- 
dence. 

. The wives of thefe princes enjoy a fhare alfo in 
the government, and continue to command after 
the death of their hulbands ; but when they have 
children old enough to lucceed their fathers, they 
refign into their hands the reigns of the admini- 
ftration. 

Polygamy is permitted amongft them ; but 
they have only one wife at a time, whom they al- 
ways choofe from their own nation. With regard 
to their other women, they are flaves and concu- 
bines. 

The drefs of the' Drufes confifts of a very (hort 
tunic, which fcarcely reaches to their knees, made 
of goats hair and wobl, and ftriped with different 
colours. Over this they tie feveral bands of fluff, 
difpofed in the form of rays, among which there 
are fome of gold and filver tiffue. This kind of 
ornament, .which they wear before and behind, 
terminates towards the reins : the fleeves of their 
tunic reach np farther than the elbow. Under 
this upper garment they have a pretty long robe of 
Turkifh cloth, the fleeves of which extend to the 
wrift : their drawers arc of the fame fluff, but 
much narrower and fhofter than thofe wore 
in other parts of the Levant. They ufe white 
' Vol. i. S ihirts. 
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fliirts, which m general are not cut after the Ou , 
toman' manner. The girdle with <which they bind 
both tbefe articles of drefs clofe to the body, paf- 
fes above the reins, and is compofed of ten or 
twelve pieces of fluff or cloth ; and they wrap up 
their heads in beautiful bands of feveral colours, 
which form their turbans* Their flippers alfo dif- 
fer from thofe of other people in the eaft, and have ^ 
fomjs refemblance to our (hoes, except that the 
leather of wliich they are mjade is red or yellow 
Morocco ; that they faflen the ftraps with thongs 
of the fame, inllead of buckles \ and that the up- 
per leather rifes a great way up the leg. 

The form and colour of their clothes have fuch 
a conformity, that the Drufes feem all to wear a 
military uniform : their princes, however, drefs 
in a different manner, and in a great meafure copy 
the Turks. The drefs alfo of their priefts has no 
relation with that in common ufe ; they arc diftin- 
guifhed by black, brown, and fometimes white 
clothes ; they carry no arms, and their turbans are 
white and exceedingly high. 

One might almoft fay that the arms of the Drufes 
form a^part of their drefs ; for they never lay them 
afide either in the time of peace or of war. They 
confift of a pair of piftols with a poniard, which 
they fufpend from the fore part of their girdle ; an 
axe, a large flat bottle filled with powder, a fuzee, 
and a cartouch-box, which hangs behind, con- 
taining twenty-four rounds of (hot. They have 
very few horfes, becaufe they would be of no ufe 
among their mountains, in which they keep them- 
ielves fortified. 

The drefs of their women is. much the fame as 
that of the Turkifh women, except that they wear 
on their heads a plate of filver, made in the form 
of a cone, and about a palm in breadth. Above 
it they fix a long veil, which defcends half w^y 

down 
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down the body, and which feems to add to xheir 
beauty and grace. When they have occafion to go 
abroad, they cover their face with it. 

A thin delicate figure, fo much admired in Eu- 
rope, is not held in the fame eftimation by the 
Drufes. Thefe rude people prefer thofe of a 
large fize : and as the defire of pleafmg is natural 
to all the women of the earth, whilft the Europe^ 
ladies endeavour by rigorous abftinence to render 
their perfons genteel, the female Drufes ftriye to 
acquire by high living that plump and jolly ap- 
pearance, which amongft them conftitutes beauty. 

OF THE KURDES. r 

The Kurdes are a people whofe general refidencc 
is in Kurdiftan. Some may be found alfo Matter- 
ed throughout the Diarbeck, , and different parts 
of Syria, where they live after the manner of the 
Arabs, tranfporting their tents from one place to 
another, in order to procure food foi* their flocks. 
They are almoft all robbers by profeflion, and keep 
at a diftance from frequented roads, that they 
may be better able to attack travellers. Thefe 
Kurdes are the fame aflaffins of whom William of 
Tyre fpeaks in his Hiftory of the Holy Ws^r. 

We are not acquainted with thefe people but by 
the accounts which we have of their affaflinating 
fome of the moft famous heroes of the Crujfades. 
Their chief, tbe old Man if the Mountain^ is con- 
iidered as an ideal and fabulous being .^ and the 
relations given us of hiai are treated as mmances : 
but the reader will judge, ftpm the followipig de- 
tails, whether they doijot belong to hiftory rather 
than to fiction* 

I muft here obferve,. thjsiit che true etymology of 
the denomination of Afl^ifins^ igeiierally given to 
the Kurdes, is not known* The Saracens, who 
called them fo, were ignorant of it themfelves. 

S a Nevcrthelefs, 
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^ Neveithelefs, when we go back to the ori^n of 
the Kurdes, who at firft ii^iabited the countries of 
Arfacia, we may conjefhire that it might be de* 
rived from a corruption of Arfacidtn. 

However this may be, they abandoned their na- 
tive country to efcape from the fury of Mahometa- 
nifm, which threatened their dellruflion. The 
weaknefs of the Greek empire, and the uncertain 
(ituation of the new conquerors of the eaft, gave 
them an opportunity of removing to Syria^ where 
political affairs were then in ^ ftate of the greateft 
fermentation. 

They had carried thither idolatry, which they 
were forced to abjure, at lead in appearance, when 
the Caliph Omar conquered Daniafcus, and the 
reft of the province, which happened in the year 
636 of the Cbriftian aera. They then embraced 
the dodrine of Ali, becaufe it had been admitted 
by their fathers ; and they pretended to become 
zealous defenders of it. 

This, however, was only a ftratagem to prevent 
their too formidable conquerors from conceiving 
any umbrage againft them* They perverted thoife 
tenets which they did not approve ; and if they did 
not become feftaries, they adopted no fixed rules, 
or certain maxims ; fo that they might be confi- 
dered, at the fame time, both as Pagans and Ma- 
hometans. 

Their firft worihip confifted principally in ador- 
ing the fun ; which, in their idea, was the fole 
creator of the univerfe. They inclined themfelves 
before his earlieft rays, and retired when he fet ; 
carefully avoiding the approach of night, which . 
they faid was the empire of the demon. Such of 
the Kurdes as have preferved this religion of their 
anceftors are called Chamiis, or Solarins. 

Thefe people, o^ their arrival in Syria, chofe 
for their ref^dencf > in preference to any other Tpoi» 

the 
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the middle of thofe mountains which on the eaft 
feparsite the cities of Tripoli and Tortofa. This 
rugged country, which nature has rendered almoft 
inacceifible, though it is, at the fame time, rich 
and delightful on account of the fertility of the foil, 
and the coplnefs of its valleys, they ftill farther 
fortified by erefting in it feveral ftrong citadels. 
In thi^ peaceful retreat population increafes ; feve- 
ral villages were formed \ and the inhabitants in 
procefs of time amounted to fixty thoufand. 

The'Sai^acens feemed to fhew no uneafmefs on 
, account of the neighbourhood of thefe Affaflins ; 
cither becaufe they believed them to be fincerely 
attached to their religious, principles, or that they 
were contented with receiving from them a mode- 
rate tribute ; while they hop.ed at the fame time, 
to derive confiderable affiftance from them when 
engaged in war. 

The dijEculty of conqueft, or rather the jiread 
of rifking much to acquire little, determined the 
princes engaged in the crufades not to moleft them. 
It was referved only for the Templars to render 
them tributary, and to draw from them annually 
two thoufand gold ducats. But I Ihall explain 
hereafter why the one did not attempt to fubdue 
them, and why the others tolerated them. 

When they quitted their original country, they 
were guided only by caprice, or rather by a mutu- 
al agreement which fupplied the place of govern- 
ment J and, according to the fyftem of their waji- 
dering life, it was not difficult for them to remain 
thus united. 

Their manner of life in their new eftablifhment 
was at firft fimplc and happy : employed wholly in 
the care of their flocks, they fubfifted, like the 
Arabs, on the produce which they derived from 
them. 

When they began to multiply, they thought 
proper to eled chiefs, to enlighten them by their 

advice. 
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advice, but not to command them. From a diver- 
fity of fchieks, however, there refulted i diverfity 
of opinions^ which wa$ likely to be attended 
with ferious confequendes ; and as the foreft ^mean^ 
of guarding againft thi^ danger was to give the fu- 
jperiority to one of them, and a« this was agreeable 
to the ufage of their anceftors, they chofe on^ 
man of acknowledged wifdom, brought to matu- 
rity by experience, and capable of terminating with 
equity any differences which might arife amongfi 
them. This chief was called Gran-Schiek y that is 
to fay, the old Schick, a title which mdy be ap- 
plied even to a young man ; fince that "word in th^ 
Arabic language means nothhig elfe than a perfori 
of found fenfe, and qualified for giving good id- 
vice. To the name of fchick, they added that alfo 
of Del-Gebel, which fignifics of the mouiitain. 

It may be here proper to reSify a miftake of 
Marco Paulo, a Venetian author, who, confound- 
ing epochs, afcribes the title Old Man of the Moun* 
tain to the chief of the Aflaffins, at the time when 
they inhabited Arfacia. 

The Aflaffms to whom he alludes were conquer- 
ed by Alo, brother t6 Mangou, grand khan of the 
Tartars, in conjundlion with Haithon king of Ar- 
menia. Their united arms were detained for fe- 
Ven years before a citadel which they thought im- 
pregnable ; but which when taken, though dearly 
purchafed, gave the la(V blow to the power of the 
Affaffins. ' ' 

Having reSified an anachronifm which it was of . 
importance to make known, ' I fliall ik)w return to 
the new fchick, who by little and little acquired 
more power than had been at firft granted to him. 
Every thing, it is true, contributed to infpire him 
with ideas of this ufurpation. The Affaffins, when 
6nce fettled in a fertile country, which they did 
Jiot wilh to extend, loft much of their primitive 
;... ' - , I . . energy J 
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energy ; and becoming more timid before tl^e eyes 
of a chief from whom tl^ey were neveir abfent, t^cy *^ 
f<^emed in fome meafufe to prefent their hanc^s to 
the chains which he had forged for them. tJdther 
merit nor wifdom obtained fway any longer ; and 
their eleftions, which were preferved only in order 
that they might appear to aft according to law, 
were regulated an4 direfted by fuperior force. 

We ^aU now fee how this t>affive fubordinatjon 
disfigM^ed the charafter of thefe paftoral people fo 
far as to render them odious, not only to their 
neighbours, but alfo to diftant nations. This 
change took place about thebeginning of the twelfth 
century. 

The fchiek, or pld man, being perfectly fenfible 
that arbitrary po\yerxannot be durable unlefs it is 
refpefted ; and knowing at the fame time the fpi- 
rit of the people, and that any thing might be done 
amongft them by religion, he made that the inftru- 
ment of his villany. His adherents therefore 
preached up to the Aflaflins, that as he reprefent- 
ed the Creator' of the world, it was necejTary they 
Ihould p^y the fame obedience to him as to the 
gods, without examining the nature of his orders ; ' 
and that an implicit acquiefcence iri his defires 
could alone procure them after death eternal feli- 
city. Thefe llrange maxims^ which enchainefl 
even the thoughts, were calculated to produce a 
multitude of crimes ; and on this account, the 
fenfible part of the nation heard them with a fecret 
horror : but it was eafy to caufe the greater nurn- 
ber to adopt them. A fchool was eftablifhed for 
teaching them to certain feleft youths, from whom 
the fchiek ^xpefted the blin4eft obedience. 

He purchafed children from their parents, whom 
he loaded with prefents if they were free, and to 
whom he gave liberty if they were flavjcs. 

Thefe children were educated in fequeftered 
placeS) and permitted to have no correfpondence 

whatever 
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whatever but with the Ichiek and their mafters. 
They were furrounded by pleafures in their infan- 
cy i and care was taken to mix with their inftruc- 
tion every thing that could tend to deftroy the irk- 
fomenefs of it, and to render it amiable. The ftu- 
dy of languages, and the manners of foreign nati- 
ons, formed a principal branch of it. Theii^ young 
hands were taught to handle a poniard with dexte- 
rity ; and thole fentimcnts of pity which often 
avert mankind from crimes, were checked in their 
bofoms as foon as they began to appear. Torture, 
puniihments, and death were reprefenied to them 
as defirable objefts, which would be infallibly re- 
warded by eternal happinefs. 

When this courfe of education \vas finifhed, the 
old man of the mountain fent thefe young fanatics 
in queft of Chriftian lords, or Saracens, with or- 
ders to deftroy them wherever they could find . 
them. Hatred, compliance with the wiQies of 
their friends, and fordid intereft, were in turns the 
motives which induced them to commit the moft 
horrid aifaffinations. When they had effeded 
their purpofes, thefe young emiffaries returned to 
the fchiek with that air of fatisfaftion which is in- 
fpired by the moft exemplary virtue ; and, as a 
reward for the fuccefs of their efforts, they ,were 
allowed to retain the poniard with which they had 
been armed. - 

\ If they were at firft fuccefsful, they became in- 
fpired with more intrepidity and ardour; and they 
were then entrufted with the execution of more 
difEcuIt and important enterprizes. They difperf- 
ed themfelves into every part of the world, either 
Separately or in bodies ; arid affuming the charac- 
ter of illuftrious perfonages, or appearing under 
the drefs of mifery^ and fometimes even under that 
of mbnksj they almoft always found means to ac- 
cpmplifli their execrable ends. 
1 . ' Some 
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Some of them indeed Fell into the hands of juf- 
tice J but the force of torments could never make 
them difcover their accomplices, or tell the name 
of their chief; their fecret died with them; be- 
caufe, by revealing it, they imagined that they 
ihould lofe all the fruits of iheir former merit* 
This multiplicity of crimes rendered famous the 
liames of Aflaffins ; which was at firft employed to 
diftinguifli thofe malefeSors, called by the Latins 
Jicarii ; that is to fay, people commiflioned to 
commit murder j and which cuflom has fince ap- 
plied to robbers on the highway, otherwife called 
grajfatores. 

ITie fchiek of thefe Aflaffins never went abroad 
but when attended by a numerous efcort of his 
people, preceded by an archer, who brandifhed 
a javelin crowned with poniards ; and two foldiers, 
one of whom founded a trumpet, while the other 
cried out with a loud voice. Shun the approach of 
him^ who bears in his hand the d^Jirudion of kings. 
The people however never retired, becaufe they 
well knew that the intention of theie pompous 
Words Was only to infpire fear, humility, and ref- 
peft. * 

Indifferent to the pageantry of titles, the fchiek 
ridiculed the Latin Chriftians, who feemed to glo- 
ry in them ; and this will not appear aftonifhing, 
when we confider that the terror of his name bad, 
' . in fome meafure, rendered all kings, princes and 
courts tributary to him. ;His principal ambition 
confifted in making himfelf formidable to all Eu- 
rope, He was flattered by prefents, becaufe he 
was naturally avaricious ; and he confidered them 
as a mark of homage, which the terror of his name 
induced people to offer him. 

Thofe who wiflied to gain his favour could not 

, pay their court to him in a more effeftual manner, 

than by boafting how much his fubjeds were de- 

^ ■■• .■;■-"'• ■",• ' \ voted 
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voted to his fervice ; and of this he gave the fol- 
lowing proof to his friend the count de Champagne. 
Having met one day on the road leading from Tyre 
to Antioch, they began to converfe on the fidelity 
which people ought to ihew towarfls their prince. 
In a little time after, they arrived at the bottom of 
a tower, upon the top ot which there were feveral 
Aflaflins ; and as foon as the fchiek faw them, he 
made a lignal with his hand ; when one of them 
threw himfelf forward with the velocity of light- 
ning, and falling on the ground^ expired at bis 
feet -,. while the count de Champagne was obliged, 
through policy, to beftow the higheft praifes upon 
this fooliih a£t of obedience. 

Some authors have doubted the exiftence of 
thefe martyrs to fubmiflion, which is too well efta- 
' blifhed by the authority of hifVory. But without 
accumulating quotations, I (hall content myfelf ^ 
with giving a lift of thdfe numerous Chriflian he- 
rocs, whom the hopes of an immortal crown con- 
duced to fuch cruel punifhmen^s. Thefe people, 
however, had been educated in the bofom of li- 
berty. Why therefore is At lefs credible, that a 
few individuals of the mountains of Syria, brought 
up in private, amidft filence and flavery, and fe- 
duced by the fiattering idea of future happinefs, 
fhould precipitate themfelves in the arms of death, 
through a blind obedience to the dilates of their 
chief? Without the moft convincing and re- 
peated proofs, can w^ believe that a bafliaw, pow- 
erful by his wealth, ftrength, and credit, fhould 
humbly fubmit his neck to the fword or rope of a 
fimple capigi-bafci, in confequence of an order 
from his fovereign ? 

Do we not know to what excefs of madnefs Ma* 
hornet carried his followers ? A paflfage of the Ko^. 
fan, which promiied them an inexhauftible ftore 
of pli^ures, armed them againft the Chriftians, 

and 
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and made them defiroua of 6:ilpiri|ig amidft tl^ fii* 
ry of battle. 

The facred kw granted rewards alfo to thofe 
Hebrews who vanquiihed their enemies ; and the 
favour of Heaven was extended even to their pof<* 
terity. 

I may venture to afSrm, much to the ihame of 
the eaftern empires, that the eftablifliment of the 
Affaffins, and their future conduft, were ow- 
ing in a great meafi^re to the behaviour of the cru- 
iaders ; becaufe, being authorifed in their miiQon 
by papal indulgences and benedidions, they 
thought that every thing they did was lawful, and 
^hat by murder and rapine they fhould fecure a 
place in heaven. The expeditions fet on foot for 
the deliverance of the fepulchre became fo prejudi- 
cial to manners, that if the chriftians did not change 
their leligion, they readily adopted the vices of 
ihe conquered countries, while they retained their 
own ; and from this double fource of corruption 
jproceeded all thpfe infamous adions, which the 
Jiiftorian cannot relate without blufliing, 

Thofe people called Aflaflins had not yet become 
a pirey to them ; but they were threatened : and 
this was a fufBcient reafon for the fchiek to have 
recourfe to cunning and treachery, which are the 
iifual weapons of the weak. 
' The principal Latin lords fobn began to dread 
bim wirom they had before defpifed. The name 
of the Old Manof jthe Mountain caufed an univer- 
fell terror ; and fome even came and offered him an 
annual tribute, provided he would warrant their 
fafety. The higher they were in dignity, the more 
occafion they had to be afraid ; becaufe the fchiek^ 
who aimed only at the lives of illuftrious perfonar 
ges, feemed to have no great defire for difturbing- 
the repofe of brdihary peoplie. 

Had not the ftandards of the Chriftians been 
difunited by fome mifund^rftanding, thefe blood- 
^' thirfty 
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thirfty people might have been eafily exterminated : 
but warriors, whom jealoufy of each other's fuc- 
cefs, and a defire of precedency ^ had rendered ene- 
mies, thought it neceflary, for the purpofe of gra- 
tifying their perfonal vengeance, to preferve the 
Aflaffins. Having purchafed from the fchiek the 
tight of breathing, they foon after paid him for 
the death of a rival ; and thefe a£ts of perfidy be- 
came in procefs of time too common. It appears 
even probable, that the Templars had no other end 
in view, when they fubdued thefe people, than to 
employ their villany for their own purpofes. 

Raymond II. count of Tripoli, was murdered 
by thefe Affaiflins in 1 1 5 1 • A great qu2trrel having 
arifen between him and the countefs Odierne his 
fpoufe, Baldwin III. king of Jerufalem, who was 
then at Antioch, came to Tripoli with queen Me- 
lifenda, his ,mother„ and fifler to the countefs, for 
the exprefs purpofe of reconciling the hufband and 
wife ; but their mediation having failed of fuccefs, 
they finally agreed that the queen fhould carry the 
countefs Odierne along with her to Naploufa, 
which ihe made the ufual place of her refidence. 

That he might not be deficient in the duties of 
politenefs and chivalry, count Raymond accompa- 
nied the two princefles to fome diilance from the 
city } but he had fcarcely quitted them, when he. 
found himfelf attacked by a band of AfTaiTms, who 
ftabbed him. A foldier in his train peri(hed while 
attempting to defend him, as well as Rodolphus de 
Merle, whofe birth and high qualities were much 
boafted of. This nobleman was one of thofe who 
was propofed as huiband to the widow Conflantia, 
princefs of Antioch ; but his offer had been re^ 
je&ed. 

As this murder could only be the effeft of the 
bafeft treachery, every method poffible was tried 
to difcover the authors of it. King Baldwin and 

queein 



SYRIA AND PALESTINE. 269 

queen Melifenda were too well known for their in- 
tegrity of charafter, to give the leaft caufe for fut 
picion : but the countefs was far from being fo ir- 
reproachable. She had never loved the count ; 
fhe had more than once manifefted her averfion to 
him in the moft indecent manner ; and fome me- 
naces which flie had fufFered to efcape from her in 
a fit of paflion, when Raymond, informed of her 
amorous intrigues, took the liberty of reprimand- 
ing her with feverity, had been overheard and re- 
membered. All this was fufficient to eftablifli the 
ftrongeft prefumptions againft the countefs ; but 
thofewho fufFered themfelves to be feduced by ex- 
ternal appearances, thought they faw feveral cir- 
cumftances which were very much in her favour. 
She had immediately returned on the news of this 
melancholy event ; and had in fome meafure bath- 
ed the bloody corpfe of her hufband with her te'ars : 
flie had even given orders refpefling thofe honours 
which were paid to him at his funeral ; and had 
raifed a monument to his memory, which ought 
to have immortalized her grief. 

The partifans of t-he countefs, who well knew 
that one fufpicion may be removed by ftarting 
another, fpread a report that the count had 
been murdered by the Syrians who inhabited 
Mount Lebanon. As it was fuppofed that thefe 
people had occafioned the death of the count de 
Pons, father of Raymond II. they had been at- 
tacked by the fon with all the animofity of re- 
venge : and it is not aflonifhing that they, in their 
turn, fhould gratify their refentment by means of 
thefe AfTaflins. Such a report might have perhaps 
obtained fome credit, had not feventeen years 
elapfed fince the punifhment of the crime ; and for 
this reafon the writers of that period were never 
able to juflify the countefs. 
' But whether this woman was guilty or innocent, 
ihe neverthelefs enjoyed the fpoils of her hufband, 

King 
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King Baldwin and queen Melifenda, hii mother, 
made all the fubjefti^fid vaflals of the county take 
an oath of fidelity to her, until the moment when 
Raymond III. her young ibn, fhould be capable of 
jgoverning himfelf. 

Amongft the different fchieks who fucccffively 
governed the Aflaffins^ there was one who was de- 
firpus of reading the New Teftament. Melted by 
thefimple and affefting morality which it contains, 
he wiihed to have fome pricfts capable of explaining 
to him the tenets of the Chriftian religidn. Being 
at length perfedly converted by their inftruftions, 
he refolved to eftablifh Chriftianity in his domini- 
ons : but this could only be the work of time ; 
and the fchiek knew too well the fpirit of the peo- 
ple ; who, through cuftom, are every where fo 
ilrongly attached to their religion, that it is dan- 
gerous to attack it openly, even in a country of 
Saves. At firft, therefore, he endeavoured to pre- 
vent the Mahometan orators from multiplying too 
much ; and, under a pretence that they were ufe- 
lefs in certain places, he diminifhed their number. 
The faft of Ramazan was aboliflied ; but the Bai- 
ram was preferved, and people were permitted to 
drink wine, and to eat pork : fo that in a ihort 
time no diflindion was made between thofe 
kinds of food which the Koran calls impure, and 
thofe which are not ; and in all this the fchiek af- 
fcfted to fet an example to others. 

Chriftian miifionaries cahie afterwards and 
preached up the excellence of- the Catholic faith ; 
while the people, who ran to hear them through 
motives of curiofity, retained the moft ftriking 
maxims of it. Being enlightened by degrees, 
they plainly dtfcovered the impofture of Mahome- 
tanifm, and wiihed to become Chriftians : but it 
appears ilill doubtful whether the Aflaifins wefe 
ever perfedly inftruded y fince^ at the time when 

• they 
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they were about to bc^ converted, they rceiiHed 
their firft inftitutions in their utmoft vigour. The 
European priefts were, perhaps, afraid of difguft- 
ing them by reprefenting the article of intereft as. 
incompatible with the fpirit of Ghriftianity ; or 
they rather forefaw that the fchidc would not fail - 
to oppofe the example of thfe crufades to their pre- 
cepts. Thofe/ indeed, who from the remoteft 
parts of Europe had come to difturb the peace of 
another hemisphere, to dethrone lawful princes, 
and to cover the plains with flaughter and defola- 
tion, could no longer fay that their > God had 
founded his law upon concord and mutual love ; 
that he commanded mankind to refped: each other's 
property ; and, above all, that he abhorred the 
(bedding of human blood. However this may be, 
the fchiek, in 1 173, fent an ambaffador to Alaric, 
king of Jerufalem, to infoi:m him that he- intended 
to receive baptifm, together with all his people. 

This envoy, named Boaldelle, was a man of 
great eloquence, integrity, and prudence. He 
was favourably received by the king, to whom he 
explained the objeft-of his embafly, mentionipg at 
the fame time feme demands of his lord ; and 
amongft others, that the fchiek, when he embrac- 
ed Ghriftianity, hoped to be freed from the annual 
tribute which he paid to the Templars, on account 
of his being an infidel ; and the ceiTion, or rather 
reftitution, of feveral fortreffes, which had been 
taken from him on the frontiers. Alaric granted 
every thing to favour a converfion which filled him 
with joy ; and he even refolved to pay the Tem- 
plars two thoufand ducats of gold, fhould avarice 
prevent them from forwarding his religious views. 
After refiding fometime in Jerufalem, Boaldelle 
took leave of the king, in order that he might re* 
turn to give an account of his miirK)n to bis maf* 
ter : bat on departing from Tripoli, the vei^y mp- 
' ^ ment 
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ment he had entered the territories of the AflaifinSy 
he was invefted by fome of the Knights Templars;, 
and ftabbed by Gautier de Mefnil, who was ahea^. 
dy known by feveral ads of villany. 

Their motive for committing this black afHon 
was, the fear of ioHng their tribute, and of being 
obliged to redore all the fruits of their ancient con- 
quells, in cafe the old man of the mountain ihould 
accomplifh his projeft. The king of Jerufiilem, 
ftrock with horror at the atrocity of a crime which 
was contrary to the laws of nations, and the ref- 
peft due to royal majefty, determined to punilh 
the perpetrator of it. Gautier was therefore feized 
by open force ; and being conveyed prifoner to the 
caftle of Tyre, he was formally tried : but Alaric 
happeniiig to die when fentence was about to be 
pronounced, no farther notice was taken of the 
affair ; and the Aflaflins, become furious by this 
• impunity, broke oflf all intercourfe with the Chrif- 
tians, and fwore eternal hatred againft them. 

In 1102 they caufed the marquis of Corrade, 
prince of Tripoli, to be murdered ; but it muft be 
owned that he brought this misfortune upon him- 
felf by his condud. A veffel belonging to the 
Aflaflins being driven into the port of Tyre by 
a fl:orm, the marquis feized the cargo ; and he 
was even llrongly fufpefted of putting the captain 
to death, as he difappeared fuddenly. Corrade 
had no reafon for treating a people tributary to the 
Templars as enemies : but the paflion of intereft 
_ pays as little refpeft to the rights of treaties, as to 
thofe of hofpitality. It was an eftabliflied cuftom 
tb cohfifcate all the veflels ihipwrecked on the 
coafl: ; and the ufurped claim thence arising, was 
often extended, with the utmoft barbarity, to 
thofe even which fought fhelter in any of its har- 
bours from the violence of the elements. 

The fchiek fent to require that the veflel and 
merchandize might be refl:ored, and that fome 

compenfation 
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• compenfation {hguld be made alfo for the infult : 
.but this application produced no other cffeft than 
that of irritating Corrade ; who, on receiving a 
fecond ineffage, threatened to throw oni of the 
ambafladors into the fea. After the charaflter 
which I have already traced out of thole princes 
who were engaged in the crufades, one will not be 
much furprifed at this excefs of violence. 

The fchiek, not 'being able to revenge hinifelf 
by open force, put in aftion the ufual refources of 
his treachery. He difpsitched two of his moll faith- 
ful fubjefts to Tyre, who pretended to ' go thither 
with an intention of embracing Ghriftianity ; and 
who, having found means to ingrsltiate themfelves 
with Corrade, were admitted into his feryice. 

By conducing themfelves with grea^art and ad- 
drefs, they foon gained the afFeftion of their new 
mafter, who caufed one of them always to accom- 
pany him ; and taking advantage of this favourable 
circumftance, they at length ftabbed him. 

Different motives were affigned for their com- 
mitting this murder. Some confidered it as the 
effefts of the refentment of Anfrede de Toron, 
whofe wife ,Corrade had carried away, under- a 
pretence, that, as fhe had married him when only 
between feven and eight years of age, her confent 
could not have been free. Others faid, that it was 
owing to Richard Coeur de Lion, king of Eng- 
land, to whom the Marquis had refufed his fifter 
in marriage. However this may be, it was not 
poffible to draw any confeffion from the two Af- 
faffins. I have already mentioned thereafon why, 
thefe people, even when expofed to the moft ex- 
cruciating tortures, never revealed the fecrets of 
their prince. The true caufe, therefore, of the 
aflaffination of Corrade would have been ftill un- 
known, had not the fchiek himfelf difcovered it 
by his letters ; which Brompton an Englifli hifto- 
rian, has preferved. 

V-^L. L ^ ^ T ^ Th-efe 
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The Aflfaffins readered thesnfelves mott tnd 
more fbtmiddible ; fo that in 1 199 they kept the 
count of Tripoli in a kiad of depeniknce^ as ap- 
pears from a charter of the diplomatic code of the 
order of Malta, in which the count of Tripoli^ 
Bohemond I. declares^ that he abandons the do- 
main of Maraclea and Carmel, through a dread of 
the fchiek of the Aflfaffins, pr$ thnore d$mim Af- 
Jafinorum ; which cities had before been given to 
the Knights of the Hofpital. It is probable that 
&i8 terror wa$ much ihcreafed by the death df 
Raymond, the laft fon of Bohemond, a young 
prince of great hopes, who was killed in the church 
of Notre*Dame at Torto^. 

Vitriaco confiders it as one of the favours of 
Heaven, experienced by the Chriitian army during 
the fiege of Damietta, that it faw none of its chien 
fall by the treachery of th« old man of the moun- 
tain. , ^ 

The emperor Frederic IL that great man, whole 
life the modern Italians would doubtlefs have writ- 
ten, had it not been for the difficulties which they 
muft have met with, was a friend of the old man, 
and always kept up a private correfpondence \(^th 
him. This intimacy made the emperor be fufpeft- 
ed of having employed thefe Affaffins to murder 
the duke of Bavaria, who had fallen into difgrace : 
but this was a mere popular report, fpread abroad 
by his enemies to render him odious at the court 
otRome. Frederic had a great foul, and wa« 
confequently incapable of treachery : but as he 
bad formed fome defigns againft Syria and Pafef- 
tine, it was bis intereit to be on a good footing 
with the Afiaffins. In 1232 he received, in Eu- 
rope, ambafiadors from them, to whom, in con- 
jun£Uon with the envoys of Meledin, fultan df 
Egypt, he gave a fpleamd entertaanmient* 

Ttj 
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T@ difg^afce the tdttiioty of Ffedef ic, it has 
been mentioned that the council of Lyons, in 
1^45, particularly alludes to him in itis famous 
decree, by which it jCxcommunicisites, and deprives 
of all theif dignities, the partlfahs of thbfe people 
called AflafTms. 

Several French hiftofians relate, that an old 
man of the , itiountain had fent to the court or 
Lewis IX. ibtne years before the departure of that 
prince for Syria, two Affaffins for the purpofe of 
tabbing him. They afligh various motives for 
this attempt ; but the old man being feized With 
remorfe, quickly difpatched two othei- emiflaries, 
to defire the king to be upon his guard, till the firft 
order ihould be revoked. T (hould have taken no 
notice of this anecdote, had it not been believetl 
by feverai celebrated writers. It has, however, 
been clearly proved to be falfe ; and later authors 
are unanimous in rejefting iti How, indeed, 
could it havfe efcaped the Sieur de Joinville, who 
lived under Lewis IX. who accompanied him in 
all his expeditions ; and who has liot omitted the 
fmalleft detail refpeftih^ his life ? The pretended 
projeft of aflaffihating his mafter, and the remorfe 
of the old man of the mountain, tiad they been 
true, were certainly worthy a place in his me- 
moirs. 

One will, no doubt, be here aftoniftied to fee to 
what excefs the power, or rather audacity, of the 
fchiek had arrived. Imagining that the unhappy 
affair of Damietta had ftruck fomfe itttbt into the 
mind of Lewis IX. ht took the opportunity of his 
paffage to Acre, to d^femand ffom hini the ufuai 
contribution, which, hefaid, tfefc jStificdS of Syria, 
the emperor, the king of Htiilgafy, and the fultan 
pf Egypt, paid him, itl 6t;dfer that their lives iiiight 
be fecure. Lewis IX. tejefied this rafti deihand 

T 2 without 
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without fear ; and in that did what a king of 
France ought to do. 

This bold refufal could not be agreeable to the 
old man of the mountain, who would certainly 
have fought to be revenged, had not apolitical 
ev^t engaged him in other views. 1 he Mama- 
lucks having become powerful in Egypt, threaten- 
ed the Saracen lords in Syria, without even ex-- 
cepting the prince of Damafcus himfelf. The in- 
fidels, therefore, thought it neceflary to implore 
the affiftance of the Chriftian arms ; and for this 
purpofe they fent ambaffadors to the crufaders. 

As the interefts of the fchiek were not diftinft 
from thofe of his neighbours, he found himfelf 
obliged, like them, to ftoop ; and difpatched the 
flower of his court to the king of France, who ftill 
refided in the city of Acre, not to demand tribute 
in an imperious manner, but humbly to requeft 
his friendfhip and proteflion. Amongft the vari- 
ous prefents which he fent to Lewis, there was a 
fuperb chefs-board, formed of rock cryftal, pro- 
duced in the mountains of his country, and orna- 
mented with gold and amber. By a 'fecond em- 
bafly, much more folemri than the firll, he fent 
one of his own fhirts, as being that part of his drefs 
which is neareft the body, and a ring from his fin- 
ger infcribed with his name; which altogether 
were a fymbol of the ftridteft friendfhip, and moft 
intimate alliance. ^ 

Lewis IX. teftified. the higheflfatisfaftion on re- 
ceiving this embafly, and that, fays Joinville, 
from a fpirit of religion. He wifhed to furpafs the 
generofity of the old man by magnificent prefents, 
which confifled principally of fcarlet cloth, gold 
cups, and other veffels of filver. Ivon de Bretag* 
ne, a Dominican friar, was commiffioned to deli- 
vox them : by choofing a monk for ambaflador 
he hoped to bring back the Afl^flSns to their for- 

' ' ' ^ met 
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mcr projefl: of embracing Chriftianity ; but the 
remembrance of the fatal adventure of Boaldelle, 
ftill frefh in their minds, made them rejeft the in- 
ftruSions of the miffionary. 

That happy period, fo favourable to the dates- 
of 'Europe, at length arrived, when the Latin 
Chriftians found themfelves obliged to abandon Pa* 
leftine and Syria, carrying with them the vain titles 
of their ufurpatiorts. This happened in the year 
1291. 

The Affaffins, who, as^I have faid, had entered * 
into the general league againft Melee Seraf, fultan 
of Egypt, were involved in the bloody defeat of 
the crufaders. ' Their citadels were difmantled, 
their habitations deftroyed, and themfelves driven 
from their territories.; and Heaven thus punifhed. 
thefe petty, impious, and malevolent people, whom 
it had employed as the executioners of its ven- 
geance for fix hundred and fixty ye^rs. 

Being left without a chief, without laws, and 
without any fixed place of abode, the Affaffins dif- 
perfed themfelves into different countries. The 
greater part^of them being originally from Curdif- 
tan, returned thither, where the remembrance of 
their anceftors tended infome.meafure to alleviate 
their misfortunes ; for though thefe people are na- 
turally fond of wahdering, they never forget their 
original defcent : fo true it is, that the love of 
one's country is~an innate principle in the heart of 
man. , 

Some of them, and particularly thofe who were 
in the greateft mifery, or mod .inclined to a free 
and rural life, incorporated themfelves among the 
Bedouin Arabs of Syria, with whom it was eafy 
for them to live in harmony, as being followers 
of the doftrine of Ali. They are ftill diftinguifhed 
by certain idolatrous praftices which they have 
ptixed withMahomet^nifm. 

The 
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The mod opulent part of thefe pisople f^uraed 
to that mountain which rifes bietween the ciHe^ of 
Aleppo, Anrioch, aQ4 Alexandria, called iq the 
Turkifh language Arfiz Daghi, that 18 to fay, th6 
Mountain of the Aflai^Sm. 

In this new eftabliihment they admitted ampnf l| 
them the Kurdes Jefid^$, whof^ origifi W9,8 thi 
fame ^ their own. The religiqa of the qqe chaag* 
ed that of the others, apd the AflatiEins becan\§ 
Jefides. , ' ♦ . ' 

Thi« word Jefides has the fiune fignMcalion as 
Jefuits, or adorers of Jefus i d: nsipde giveifi to si 
fed of the Kufdes, becaufe they believe in the 
coming of Chrift, but only a^ a projJiet* They 
iForihip the virgin, the apoftles, and feme privi-^ 
leged faints. The two principles, good and evi|; 
^re the chief bafis of their r^ligioi^ s God i| the 
author of good, and the Demon the author of eril* 
The latter appears to be more fear:e4 by the Jc-' 
fides, as they imagine that he will one day m^ki 
his peace in heaven, and that his irifiuence over 
mankind will be then greatly augmented: ' 
' One n?ay eafily fee that this aflemblage of whimT 
fical tenets is only a mixture of Mahometanifm^ 
idolatry, and Chriftianity. Thejefide^, bpwever^ 
abhor the, Mahometans ; and they have n^ mw:h 
pore efteem for the Chrifnans. |t is always dan* 
gerous to meet with them. On this fubjed I ftall 
quote what happeaed to Mr. Edward Puraell, tb^' 
Englifh conful, and agent for the Eaft India Cojm- 
pany at Akxandretta. Returning one ' day from 
Aleppo, he went to obfervc a volcano, /Which 19 
pretty near to Arfiz Daghi ; a^nd faliing in vfMh % 
Company of the Jefides^ they furrounded him, and 
l^bliged hiBQi to facriiice a cock to the devils wh^ehi 
l^e did in order tp fave his lifQ. It wo^ld ajp|>e^ 
from what Mr. PurheU added, that tb^ Jdidet 
idore their mifchievousL^eity und«f tte (orm Qf 
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fyt ; sldd k ^at csfe Vulcan might fupply <bem 
iTirith an im^ge. 

The Abt^ SelUni mak^s mention of thefe Je- 
{id^9 whom he found in great nambers in Diar- 
beck, where they inhabit tne Gebel-Sengiar ; and 
be fpeaks of threm as of a people maticious, and 
formidabk to every perfon who is not originally a 
Kttrde. 

To cdndude this chapter on the AffafGns, I 
(hall obferve, that, by uniting themfelves with the 
Jefides, they cofifdtmded dieir religion, their man- 
ners, and their laws, and formed only on^ na- 
tion ; fo that the Aifaffins, or Jefides, fignify, at 
prefent, tire fame tlung. 

A$ Kufdes, the Auaffins have preferved their 
propenfity to plundering, which they have in com- 
mon with all wandering people; but they no 
longer fupport, as fubjeds to the old man of the 
mount^n, thofe infamous prkiciples of making 
obedience to confift in committing crimes. If 
they are ftill gu\|ty of murder, this mtuft not be 
I attri^ced to a fyftematic fpirit, but to a fondnefs 

I for plunder, which appears to be eiKouraged by 

' the weaknefs of the neighbouring governments. 



OP THS M£TUAL£S. 

THE Metuales, or Mutuales, are a people dif- 
perfed in great numbers all over 3yria ; and are 
thus named from Mutual, a celebrated captain^ 
\rfK> deftroyed the ancient religion of thePerfians, 
in order to fubftitute Mahometanifm ki its (lead. 
The Mutuales, therefore, arc Mahometans, but 
fchifmatics. • 

They admit the Koran as a facred book ; Ma- 
hornet as the firft of prophets-^; and venerate Jcfus 
C^ift, ^h)jif the manner of the Turks. 

They 
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' * 
They differ fron^ the ancient believers iit only^- • 

one point, which is the fucceflion of thedo&ors. 
Wbilft the latter, called Sinnins, or Legiftes, 
reckon as immediate fucceffors of the prophet, 
Abubeker, Ofman, and Omar } the Metuales ac- 
knowledge none but Ali, diftinguiihed among all 
the difciples by his (kill in war, and his knowledge 
in letters. This point was contefted between both, 
parties' by the force of arms^; and torrents of 
blood were (hed in the difpute. Huffjia and Huf- 
fein, brothers and fuccelfors of Ali, perifhed by 
the hands of the Legiftes ; the Mutual, who inhe- 
rited their domains, adopted alio thelf; madnef^ 
and prejudice. He iufpired his party yfi^h, feniL- 
ments of hatred, which a Iqng feries of years only 
increafed ; and fuch is the blindnefs of fanati^ifm,- 
that the Metuales think they perform an af^ioii 
agreeable to Heaven when they facrifice a Sinnin. 

Thefe Sinnins are not the only perfons whom 
the Metuales confider as impure. All religions, 
without di{Un£lion, appear to them worthy of the 
fame contempt. They muft be extremely hungry 
before they can be induced to eat with a Chrif. 
tian. 

Should an European by chance put his lips to 
any of their cups, they immediately break it to 
pieces, by da&ing it on the ground ; and if the 
vafe is of metal, they plunge it feveral times^ into 
boiling water, invoking the name of God, and. 
that of his prophet. 

When they purchafe any provifions in the Chrif- 
tian or Mahometan markets, they dip them thre^ 
or four times into the mud, for the purpofe, as 
they fay, of purifying them. ' • . -^ - 

Being firmly attached to .their worfhip, they, 
keep at a diftance every profane' ceremony that 
might diftraft their attention while divine fervice 
is performing} and on this ac<:pun^^ople are 
•- ^ - forbid 
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forbid to fing when they are engaged in prayer. 
They are very punftuai in paying a tythe to their 
ngiinifters, who, having employed fuch part of it 
as may be neceffary for their fubfiftence, diftri- 
bute the reft among the poor. Sodomy, abhorred 
by thefe people, is always punifhed with death ; 
and money among them cannot, as in Turkey, 
fave the life gf the criminal. The Metuales ob- 
ferve the fafl of the Ramadan with more ftriftnefs 
than the Legiftes ; and it is in this month particu- 
larly, that they endeavour ta find out fome vie- 
tims, the blood of which may expiate their faults 
before Mahomet. Great care is then taken, iit 
the governments where they live, to avoid meet- 
ing them ; and if they are in the leaft fufpefted of 
murder, they are put to death without any trial 
whatever. 

In Syria, they have different fchieks, or chiefs, 
and poffefs there feveral towns and fortreffes but 
as tributaries to a bafliaw, to the princes of the 
Drufes, or to fome other governor of the pro- 
vinces. The reader will find, in the chapter on 
the city of Acre, how the policy of Daher-Omar 
made them quit the diftrift of Seyd, in order that 
they might range themfelves under his banners. 

The Metuales are above the middle ftature; 
they have robuft conftitutions, and are indefati- 
gable in war. I fhall fay nothing of their drefs or 
their manner of living, as in both thefe they have 
a great refemblance to the Arabs. 

There is, perhaps, no country in the world 
where the women are held in lefs confideration 
than among thefe people. A Metuale prieft lends 
bis wife to a friend, as he would lend his horfe ; 
and, when in want of money, he lets her out for 
k month, or half a year. No difputes . refpeOing 
the children ever refult from thiis traffic: they 
]nuft be maintained by the perfon who borrowit 
• ' the 
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the woia» ; beoiiife die funiwt. of a fieid .ht* 
longs always to him vAh) baa ibwn it : mad if aay 
altercation ariics between the parties^ they ttuft to 
the honefty of the woman to fettle them* I amft 
obferve, that the Metuales do aot ihSmk that they 
ofiehd God by this depraved condud : when re- 
proached for it* they reply^ that every cmc has a 
right to difpofe of his prc^erty ^ he pleafea. 
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THE Nezeires form a particular fed in Syria, 
who live difperfed amoag the Mahometans, the 
DrufeSy and the Chriftians* Jt is obferved that, 
they teftify much affe&ion for ^ latter, whilft 
they abhor the Mahometans, and all thofo reii- 
gions that are founded on it. . 

They adore God» and beUeve in Jefus Qkrift as 
a prophet, chofen to inftrud mankind and to ^iv^ 
them laws. They addreia their prayers indiffis* 
r#ntiy to the apoftles, the Vif gia, and the aiieient 
prophets* They perform baptifm by inmiarfion, 
which is always attended with grwt ceremony, 
and the noife of a drum: but they pronounoe w^ 
words ever the child. 

. They celebrate the Nativity, the Aibenfion, nai 
iome other feftivals eftabjliflied among the Cairho^ 
lies of Europe : but they have one very finguhtr, 
which they call the nuUri^. During this lblemni« 
ty, they may be feen falutiM the women with 
holy refped, proftrating themfelves before them, 
^d embracing their knees with great affedjon. 
Oj^ this account thefe people arei called the adorerf 
of the matrix. 

The Nezeires, in vmdication of this pra^ice, 
fay, that they do noi mean tobeftow upon women 
^bat .adoration whidi is due taCbd only; but 

that 
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that ^ey think themlelves obliged, through gra* ' 
titade^ to yenera^ tb^ (sc9q4 C9,i|fe of their bdag 
and exiftem^e. 

In e^ery pb^ vhj^^ they refiife,, thfy b^^v^ a 
fchiek, or chief of their iawu wUp ofeta up divittt^ 
fs^ri£ke for thf m, wd b)i^$ unleavened br^ad^ 
wine, and dri^ figa, vhich the affiiUnts divWs 
among thiemfelv^ vhep they ^ iwt from the. 
temple. 

JLib^rtinifm is eftahli^ied \utp univerf^J cuftem \ 
among the Nesseir^ ; and> bi^ridesi pth^j deprava.^ \ 
tio^s^ they permit wom^^n to be common^ On i 
the. ^ay of cirqumciiiai^ vi:hi<;h begii;i$ their year,^ ] 
ihey affembie them all in the ha|l of facrifice ; and r 
having ihut the N^^iodowa, ajod e:i(tingm9ied the | 
lights, the men enter ; and each takes that woniaA - 
Yfhova he firft lays his hasjds upon, in^ithaut giv- 
ing himfelf any trpmbk wheth^ h^ knows her, or ; 
not. ; 

This abomination is renewed fe^feral times in a ' 
year, and particularly on the feilival of the matrix^ \ 
in memory c^ th^ creation of man and woman* ; 
It 'm c.i^omary for the chief of the law to a(hlt jtf ^ 
this oeremony with his mhy who is obUged to mix I 
in the crowd with th€ reft. 

It h believed that thef^ Ne^re$ may be a ri^m^ 
nant of the ancient Ebionit^. heretics, who, ac^ 
coifdiag to St. Epiphany and other fathers^ facri<« 
ficie4 with unleavened bread, and committed a 
tho!U!fand infai^pus adions in their affembUes. 

Thefe people ar^ fubjpfl; tp ba&aws, prince^, 
and governors of provinces. They are known 
^Ifo in Syria undei> the iM'abic disuoinination of 
C,ir/un4rs^ which iigiai^es conceived and formedr 
hy eiLtingui(bi|ig th& Ughw. 
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OF THB TU|IKS. 

AS thcfe people arc at prcfent fufficiently well 

known, I (hail not enter into any detail refped:ing 

their mann^rsi'aild cuftoms : but, that I may not 

altogether omit the article of their religion, 1 (hall 

give an account of it from the intelligent* author 

of the notes added to the travels of Mr. Le Bruyn. 

• It is generally believed that the various feds 

I found among the Turks amount to feventy ; and 

/ more might be found, if people would take the 

V trouble to examine them clofely. There are two, 

I ' however, more prevalent than the reft ; that of 

J the partifans of Mahomet, and that of the follow^ 

I crs of Ali. 

} All the Turks, in general, belong to the for* 
mer, and the Per(ians to the latter ; and their dif- 
j ference of principles has rendered them irrecon-^ 
i cileable enemies.. *?«:*\i:; 

\ The Per(ians are fo^much attached to the inter* 

; pretations which Ali has given to the text of the 
\ Koran, that they prefer the difciple to the mafter, 
and confider him as having been more enlighten- 
/ ed. The Turks, on their (ide, reproach the Per- 
j fians with having altered the book of thrft law, 
\ and pointed it in a vtrong manner. On this ac- 
\ ' count all the Korans found at Babylon, when it 
* was taken by the fultan Amurath, were tranfport- 
\ ed to ConftaniinoplCj^ and (hut up in the feraglio, 
; with an exprefs order that they (hould not be 
\ opened under the pain of malediflion. So greiat 
' an animofity prevails between thefe two fefts, that 
( they never give each other quarter in warl and 
\ it is faid, that the Perfian (laves are excluded from 
ferying in the feraglio, whatever good qualities » 
they may have. ' 

The 
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^ The Perfians in their turn fliew an equal aver- I 
fion to the Turks ; iind treat witji the utmoft con- I 
tempt the three Turkifh doftors, Abubeker, Of- | 
man, and Omar. , At every marriage cdebrated 
m the country, they mfake three, figures of thefe ' 
doftors, 'with pafte, or fugar; which they place 
at the door of the bridegroom, to remind the- 
guefts that they muft'confign to them all the vici- 
ous inclinatioRS with which they nright infeft the ' 
young couple : and wheii the people have entered 
the houfe, they finifh this ceremony by breaking 
them in pieces. Thefe are the rnoft important ar- 
ticles by which thefe two fefts are divided. \ 

The Perfians rejeft alfo ats apocryphal, certain y 
verfes of the Koran ; and they wear green flippers, ^ 
which the Turks confider as a great abomination. 5 
They do not think it lawful for people to wafti ?i 
their feet. As they drink wine without much V 
fcruple, they make no diftinfl:ion between clean \ 
and unclean food ; and they are perfuaded that it ). . 
is not neceflary to affemble in mofques to repeat / i 
their prayers. Thefe different articles have been 
copied from an authentic fentence, which the 
mufti Ceffed-Effendi pronounced againft a gover- . 
nor df the king of Perfia, and which is to be found 
in Rycaut, 

The other feOiS which divide the.Mahometani 
are confidered as orthodox. One of thefe is. that 
of HamifFe, of which the Turks and Ufbeck Tar- 
tars are followers ; the Arabs form another called ^ 
Seaffie ; and the third, named Malechie, includes 
the people of Tripoli, Tunis, Algiers, and fomc 
oth^lrparts of Africa. Thefe three feds, however, 
differ only in certain ceremonies praftifed by their 
doftors. 

Their ufual difputes in religion turn upon the 
attributes of God, free will, predeftination, and 
the merit of good works : the manner in which 

God 



Odd vfill a)>pMr viable in htAtta ; tm t1i6 pre- 

theology lAd meUrphyfics. They carry cotttro- 
t^ify iind argum^M to ^ tery great length, in oN 
d^r to aftonifh ttefe who thmk thetft i^of^nt, 
afid hoftile (o literature. As I cmtidt however 
here enlat'g^ ikrtber 6ti thefe obje^s, t ttiuft refer 
the reader^ for ttiore information, to Rycout*^ 
V HiJI^fy ef ih^ Oltoman Efnplfe^ Or to thofe tfavel- 
^ Un who have written on this ftibjcd. 

1 ftiall neverthelefs ^dd here what a Turkiih au^ 
thor, tranflated by Mr. de la Croik, tells U^ re- 
fpefking the Mahometan feSs, which he reduces 
to five principal oties. The firft, compofed of the 
people of the law, itiaititAin that there b, do falva- 
tioil bot to thofe whd ettibrace Mahothet^nifm. 

flTie fccond, eoiififting of the detvlfes ^d other 
Mligioud people 6f the like kind, pretend that di- 
vine gtsK^e, added to good Works, may fave hi^n- 
j kiiid without the affiftance of the law. the third 
j Mqnire only meritorious adioftS. The fourth, 
j tefting their hopes on moral virtue, and admitting 
to eternal happiiiefs all men of prdbity Without 
diftin^on, whether Mahometans, jews, orChfif- 
tiaM^ entertain the fame fentiments. The fifth, 
and lafl, in which is united the naoft virtuous p&ft 
of the Turks, deny free will ; and affert, Aaf the 
anions of mankind are direded entirely by j^i'e- 
deftinatioii, and that they cannot comftuittd eveii 
their own ideas. 

Since the admilTion of the Itoran, theffi has 
itHfen amongft its followers, and efpetiilly ^tnong 
Ae Arabs, a prodigious nntnber of eomnienta- 
toTS, which m'uft have produced as many ditfereiit 
opinions as it w^s poifible to difcover intetpreta- 
^tions; and as thefe books. Which Wefe every day 
dbubled, #ould confequently have multiplied with- 
dut end^ Mahuras, the fuceef at dF the firft d^ci- 

pies 
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The Maroxiites haw a patriarchy who takes the 
title of Patriarch of Alexandria, and whofe ufual 
refidence is in the monaftery of CanuBin, at 
Mount Lebanon, 

The Gr eek Catholic s principally inhabit the 
mouhtams^f CaffravenT; and their patriarch af- 
fumes the fame title as that of the Maronites. 
Their prefent- patriarch is TheodofiuSj^^ 
of Baruth, who was raifei toTKiT^dignity in the 
moiilh of July, 1764. At the time I was in Syria, 
he received the pallium at Rome, in the fame 
month of the year 1767. 

The Gr6ek Schifmatics fettled in Syria are not 
numerous. The greater part of thpfe who are 
feen every year vifitirig the holy places about the 
time of the Bairam, are originally from other 
provinces of Afia, or from fome. parts of Turkey 
in Europe and Mufcovy. Thefe Greeks have fe- 
veral patriarchs amongft them : but there is one 
in particular, who ftyles himfelf patriarch of Jertt- 
falem, and who ought to rcfide there, did he not 
choofe rather to live at Conftantinople* 

All the Chriftians originally eftablifhed in Syria 
perform mafs in the Syr iac language, but much 
corrupted, and mixed witli Arabic. 

The Armenians are alfo diftinft from the Catho- 
lic Roman church. The council of Florence in 
1439 found means to unite them: but this junc- 
tion was not of long continqjince, 
. Soma of them however may be feen, who fol- 
low the Catholic religion entirely ; others profefs 
it even out of their country ; but when they re- 
turn, they agaia ad«ypt their former errors. Sub- 
jed to this alternative, when they travel in the 
neighbourhood of their abode, where there ereitio 
churches of their fe£t, they pray and perform their 
religious duties in the Catholic churches; that 
Vol. L U they 
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tbev Tbxf pki^ by this appearance, mofe credit 
with the otwodox Chiiftians. 

Another reafon alfo induces thenH to vifit out 
churches ; whidi is, that they are not fuffered to 
mix with the fchifinafic Greeks. The enmity by 
which they are divided, has given rife to an arti« 
de in their religion — that, if an Armenian ihould 
by chance enter a Greek church, he muft imme- 
diately be turned out. It may be readily guefled 
that tne Armenians take a pleafure in paying the 
fimie compliment to the Greeks. 

The Armenians are a people who pofifeft excel- 
lent hearts, and Whofe manners are mild and civil. 
They are deep politicians, and acquire great riches 
by commerce. 

The religious principles of the Georgians are 
not mudi . different from thofe of the Greeks. 
They have patriarchs and bifliops, whom they 
choofe with the confent of their prince; who is 
the only chief of their religion, and who unites 
in his perfon two abfolute powers. 

The Ethiopians, otherwife called AbyflU^ans, 
are partifans in the errors of the Jacobites. 
Though all circumdfed, they conftder circumci- 
fion rather as a cuftom than an aft of religion. 
They pray in the Chaldean language, which they 
* have very much corrupted. They have envoys at 
the Council of Florence. 

The Cophts, Chriftian Jacobites of Egypt, fpeak 
the idiom indicated by thdr name, with a fixture 
of Greek. They are circumcifed like the Abyf- 
finians, and receive baptifm at the age of thirty or 
forty. Thdr patriarch, who is- that alfo of the 
. Abyflinians, rdides at CairOi and fometimes at 
iHoandria. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY OF ACRB, ON TH» 
COAST OF SYRIA, OTHERWISE CALLE0 ST# 
JOHN OF ACRE. 

1 HE city of Acre is fituated on the coall of 
Syria, in the fifty-feventh degree of eaft longi- 
tude, and between the thirty-fecond and fortieth 
degrees of north latitude. It was formerly reck- 
oned among the ancient cities of Phenicia ; and 
was known under the names of Ace, Accon, Ac- 
ca, and Acre. That of St. John feems to hav^i^ 
been given it on account of the Hofpital Knights 
of that order, who took refuge there after the ruin 
of Jerufalem. Some authors' have pretended that 
it was rather indebted for this denomination to a 
beautiful church dedicated to St. John, which was 
erecled in the fuburbs, towards the eaft. 

The hiftorian Jofephus, in the tenth chapter of 
hiis eleventh book, defcribes the fltuation of this 
city. It ftands on the fea fkore, in a kirge plainj^ 
bounded on the fouth by Mourn Carmel, on the 
we;ft by the mountains of Galilee, ^d on the 
north by another mountain called the Ladder of 
Tyre. 

According to every appearance, it belonged tq 
the tribe of Aiher : but i^othing ^ves us reafon tq 
fuppofe that it was in the hqfids of the Ifraelites. 
The fame hiftorian whom I have quoted, adds, 
that it was in the pofleffioQ of Demetrius, the fon 
of Seleucus ; and by tr$acb»ry it afterwards fell 
U a into 
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into the Kandt of Antiochus Epiphanes. Being 
befieged fome time by Alexander King of the He- 
brews, it was taken by that prince, and ceded to 
Ptolemy, from whom it pafled to Cleopatra, his 
mother. It acquired the name of Ptolemais un- 
der the kings of Egypt, by whom it was govern- 
ed ; and^we find it was called fo by the Greeks, 
as appears by the ASts of the Apoftles, chap. xxi. 
▼• y.'^And when we had finijhed our ceurfe at 
Tyre^ we came to Ptolemais^ and faluted the bre^^ 
threriy and abode with them one day. 

The Pcrfians, under whofe dominion it was for 
fome time, made it a barrier againil the attacks 
of the Egyptians oiF Phoenicia.^-" Ptolemais,** 
fays Strabo, '* an important city, formerly called 
** Ace, affords Perfia a • certain place of^ refuge 
" during the wars of Egypt." 
' We learn from different medals that Ptolemais ~ 
was alio a Roman colony. 

The Saracens rendered themfelves mafters of it, 
and called it Acca, from one of its firft names ; 
but after having retained it till 1104, they were 
driven from it by the Chriftians, from whom it 
was taken by Saladin, Sultan of Egypt, in 1 1 87. 
They however again recovered it in 1 191, after a 
fiege of three years. 

Dating from this epocha,- it was for the fpace of 
a century pofieffed and governed at the fame time 
by nineteen fovereigns ; who were, Henry King 
of Jerufalem, the King of Naples and Sicily,, the 
Prince of Antioch, the Count of Jaffa, the Count 
of Tripoli, the Prince of Galilee, the Pope's Le^ 
gate, the Prince of Tarentum, the King of Arme- 
nia, the Duke of Athens, the Generals of the ar- 
mies of Florence, Ptfa, England, and Genoa ; 
and laftly, by the G];and Mafters of the orders of 
St. John. of Jerufalem, the Templars, and the 
Teutonic Knights^ and thofe of St* Lazarus. Each 

of 
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of them enjoyed an abfolute and independent au- 
, thority in their different quarters. 

This diverfity of governors occafioned, by long 
.divifions, its irreparable fall in 1291. When it 
once got into the hands of the Infidels, it was 
facked and demoliflied, never more to rife from' 
its ruins. 

■ We re?id, in the Maccabees, that the people of 
this city murdered, by the treachery of Tryphon, 
Jonathan, the brother of Judas Maccabeus, with 
twenty thoufand men. 

Vefpafia and Titus refided her^ fome time to 
make preparations for carrying on the fiege of Je- 
rufalem. 

In the twelfth century, a general council was 
held here, to deliberate refpefting the fiege of Da- 
mafcus. ' Williani of Tyre, in his Hiftory of the 
Holy War, hjis preferved the names of the cele- 
brated perfonages who aflifted at it. Thefe were 
Conrad Emperor of the Romans, Lewis VII. King 
of France, Baldwin King of Jerufalem, and fevc- 
ral other princes, counts, dukes, bifhops, arch- 
bifliops, and legates; among whom was Cardinal 
Guido Bellagi of Florence. If the reader is defi- 
rous of knowing the other illuftrious men of whom 
thrs remarkable council was compofed, I muft re- 
fer him to the author above mentioned. 

Acre Wia.s vifited alfo by the apoftles, and par- 
ticularly by St. Paul, who preached Chriftianity in 
it. Among its holy martyrs are reckoned one 
Paul, and Juliana hisfifter, who tinged the earth 
with their blood under the reign of Valerian. 

At the time when Chriftianity prevailed in this 
city, it had a bilhop, who was fuffragan to that of 

Tyre." " . ' ^ ■ i 

On my arrival at Acre, as I have already men- 
tioned in a former part of this work, I was oblig- 
ed to (hut myfelf up in my lodging^ to guard 

^gainft 
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againft the {dague, ^th which this country was 
then infefted : but the progrefs of die dtfeafe.hav- 
ing.been checked by die difcovery of its caufe, 
and by proper treatment, I was at length enabled 
to take a view of the prefent ftate of the city j and 
to examine its government and commerce, as well 
as the manners of its Inhabitants. 

St. John of Acre remained, long after its ruin, 
in a mlferable and deferted condition. The Porte 
itfelf, when it became miftrels of it, did not em- 
ploy much care to put it into better order. 

Faccardin, prince of the Drufes, whofe arms 
conquered all Syria in the feventeenth century^ 
attempted to ertSt fome edifices in it, and to ren« 
der it more habitable : but it is to be regretted 
that he in fome meafure deftroyed the harbour, by 
filling it: up with the rubbiib of the ancient houfes; 
His mtenticn was, to prevent tl|ie Grand Sigtoipr's 
galleys from approachmg it ; and by thefe meuis 
to deprive them of an afylum which might bf^funtf 
prejudicial to the reviving grahdeUr of this city. ' ' 

It may be eafily feen from the veftiges pf diis 
port, now become very narrow^ that it muft hav^ 
been very comtnodious, and well Oieltered from 
the wefiem winds by a thick wall in' the fbrm of a 
Knol^, of which fome remains are flill to be f0e&. 
It cannbt be entered but by boats, or very ImaU 
barks.' ■ ' •■ ' ' 
• After the kll of Faccardin, the city of Acre 
came under the power of the OttomanlB,' who every 
year fent thither a governor chofenby the baibaw 
of Seyd. But his power did not extend much be* 
yond die city, becaufe the neighbourhood was in- 
habited by Bedouin Arabs, a plundering people,' 
who did not (pare even the OttonuUis themlelves.. * 
' The government of this city paffed to the family 
of one Omar, originally defcexided from an anei-^ 
ent race of Scenites, or Bedouhi Arabs; This mw 
: . .-^. ... governor 
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^T«mor had the addrefs to remove from the neigh* 
bouriiood a|l his compatriots. Wifhing to have 
them for friends, but at a diftance, he was refolv- 
ed to prevent them from hurting a confiderable 
commercial eftablifhment, which he hoped foon 
to fee flourifli by the induftry of European mer- 
chants invited to Acre. 

He was determined alfo to render himfelf abfo- 

lute maftbr of the city ; and to extend his con* 

quefts, by the Arabian forces, all over Galilee. 

To accompUfli thefe objeds, he purfued the mofl: 

infallible meafures : but death prevented him from 

executing his projedis. He left behind him one 

brother and three children; who, purfuing the 

fame views as their father, omitted no precautions 

.that might enable them to terminate fo important 

all enterprize. They indeed faw the government 

confirmed in their family by the baftiaw of Seyd, 

whacould not have made a better choice, fince he 

received from Omar's heirs a much larger tribute. 

This was a piece of deep policy, which the latter 

made ufe of as long as they durft riot venture to 

truft to the affiftance of the emir of the Arabs. 

Thefuceefs of this afair was equal to their moft 
fanguine wifhes ; when a diflention arofe between 
• the uncle and the three brothers, which was fo fa- 
tal as not to be terminated but by the death of the 
former, and of one of the brothers, who wasprivate- 
lyftrangled; another efcaped to the mountains, 
and did not make peace with his brother Omar till 
feveral years after. 

This Daher Omar, who is at prefent the chief of 
Acre, having no more obftacles to fear, and being 
^flitted befides by the Arab forces,* demanded 
of the baihaw of Seyd the perpetual command of 
the city, and of all Galilee. As the bafhaw had 
no power to grs^nt his requeft, he informed the 
Forte, which thought proper to comply with all 

Daher's 
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' Paber's demands : had it oppofed them, it would 
have run a great rifque of lofmg even the myrj or 
annual tribute, which the governor promifed to 
continue. 

Daher well knew how much he could depend on 
this condefcenfion of the Grand Signior. Like a 
prudent and provident man, he employed himfelf 
in re-eftabliihing the ancient walls of the citadel ; 
and, without giving them all that extent which they 
had when the Chriftans took the city, he thought 
that a part well fortified was better fuited to the 
prefent ftate of things. 

Nothing is now to be feen of this ancient city 
but the fliapelefs remains of monuments ereded in 
it by the Chriftians. In the weftern part are found 
fome ruins of a church dedicated to St. Andrew. 
Three large windows, which time has not yet dc- 
ftroyed, give us a very grand idea of this building. 
The bifhop*s palace was contiguous tcwtlus 
church 5 and the governor caufed a new one to be 
erefted on its foundations. In order *to fill up 
fome fubterranean parts, he ordered a great num- 
ber of marble ftatues and hufts, rcfprefenting dif- 
ferent faints, to be thrown into them. As they 
had been dug up in the neighbourhood^ it is pro- 
bable that they belonged to the church of St.. An- 
drew. . . . . - 
At a little diftance thence may be feen the.re- 
\ mains of the harbour for galleys, and thofe of the 
1 arfenal. In the fame fpot there was alfo a confide- 
rable building, at prefent almoft deftroyed, whiqh 
the Knights Templars ufed-as an hofpital, and cal- 
led the iran cajile ; becaufe it had been daubed 
over, on the fide next the fea, with a compofition 
made from the ilrofs of that metal. 

This fide of the wall is ftill entire, as well as 
part of a gallety which conduced from one quarter 

10 another, 

Xh« 
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The palace of the grand mailer of, the order of 
St. John of Jerufalem, with the whole extent of 
the hofpiial, ferye at prefent for a habitation to 
the chief of Acre, together with his family, and 
part of his cavalry. 

■ This edifice, which is almoft entire, owes it« 
prcfervation to the aftonilhing thicknefs of its 
walls. It is particularly remarkable for two high 
towers, and its fubterranean apartments, which 
bontained hand-mills that are ftill foinetimes ufed. 
' The governor qonftrufted, in one T)f thefe tow- 
ers, an immenfe hall, in the middle of which is a 
large fountain ornamented with inarble of every 
kind. 

When I paffed through Acre the firfl: time, I 
faw there alfo the half of an ancient faloon, which 
after my departure was deftroyed. The roof of it, 
which appeared to me an admirable piece of work- 
m^ifhip, was fupported by columns of red gra- 
nite, about eighteeft feet in height. I was told 
that there were fome of the fame kind buried under 
ground in the neighbourhood. 

The chapel of the grand mafter, dedicated to 
the -Virgin Mary, was fubfifting in pretty good 
condition in 1660: but the year following it was 
partly demoliflied, in order to build, a palace fdr 
the governor's fom 

Oppofite to that of the; governor, there is a large 
fquare covered formerly with heaps of ^ ri^bbifti, 
which ^lave been removed, to rende^ the place 
more fpacious. 

In the northern part of this fquare, and n^ar to 
the gate of Nazareth, arife the ruins of the church 
and monaftery of St. Clara. It. was in this memb- 
rable afylum that fome virtuous virgins mutilated 
their vifagcs, when the city Vas facked and taken, 
to fecure.themfelyes from the brutality of the bar^ 
barians ; who j finding them only objefts of hot -^ 
ror, butchered them without mercy. 
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What remains habitable of this edifice, fcrves at 
t kind of barracks for a par^ of foldiers. 
. The defcription of feversu churches, mon»ite<- 
ries, and hofpitals of Ptolemais,. is to be found in 
the diplomatic code of the religious and military 
order of St. John ; and alfo in the teftament of one 
Saliba, a citizen of that place, made in the year 
1264. This individual bequeathed the whole of 
his goods, moveable and immoveable, to the hof- 
pital ; except fome pious legacies to every church, 
monaftery, and community in the city. 

When I read that will, I thought that the mo* 
nalHc fpirit had been equally prevalent in every 
country of the world ; and I pitied the iimple Sa- 
liba, whofe heart, mifled by falfe principles, took 
a delight in robbing his ppor fiamily, in order to 
increale the fuperfluities of churchmen. This laft 
a€t of volition, badly underftood, may however be 
-of fome ufe to the antiquary who is deiirous of 
knowing even the names of churches and monaf- 
teries that have long been in ruiixs. 

The few places of religious worfliip to be found 
on Acre at prefent, are of a modern date. / 

There are here two Latin churches, one of 
"which, very fmall, and dedicated to St. John the 
iBaptift, is lituated in the diftrid of the European 
nations. Public worfliip is performed in it by the 
Fathers of the Holy Land, who inhabit a very com- 
.modious hofpital which (lands clofe to it, and 
which is open at all times to travellers and devo- 
tees who are pious enough to go and vifit the 
iombs in Galilee. 

Near this European quarter, to the north of 
the city, there is a remarkable chapel, under the 
patronage of the Virgin, which is frequented by all 
.thofe women who follow the Latin rites. 

The Greek Catholics poffefs here a very beauti- 
fol church, built in part on the foundation of the 

ancient 
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ancieiit church of St. Andrew, the name of ytAkk 
it ftiU retsuns. 

The church of the Maronites >va$ inillt after 
their own plan from the very foundation. Among 
various kinds of marble which they colle&ed from 
the ruins of the city to ornament it^ labfervedtwo 
large porphyry columns, that fervedto fupport the 
arwover the principal altar. 

The church of the Greek fehjjTmatics is the laig- 
eft in Acre ; and has beenl built in the like maiuier 
with ancient materials* 

The Jews have alfo a fmall .fynagogue here, 
which' they are not permitted to enlarge; as iht 
governor requires that they fliould be contented . 
with the fmall portion of grouiid which he has 
given them. ' 

In this city there are three mofques belonging 
to the Mahometan Arabs, who follow the prevaiU 
ing religionT" Two'of thefe were built by the pre- 
fent governor ; ^5iJ the other, which was ere£kqi 
in the thirteenth century, had for itb founder Se- 
fafj fon of Malec MeiTor, fultan of Egypt. 

Oppofite to this laft moiqu^ there is a pretty cx- 
tenfive fquare, conftru£ted by the fame Seraf, 
where the Europeans of different nations inhaisit 
feparate quarters. The revenue arifing from it i« 
dellined for the fupport of this Mahometan temple. 
The ftreets of Acre are all fo narrow, that, when 
a camel paffes along the broadeft of them, it is 
impoiTible for any other animal to pafs at the fame 
flme. 

Cut^ones only, and not bricks, are emplo3rcd 
" for^ohilruftlng the houfes. The roofs, very dif- 
ferent from ours, are made flat, in the form of 
terraces,' upon which the inhabitants waUc, and 
which bring to remembrance thofe mentioned by 
Vitru vius. When the walls of an edifice are finifli- 
ed, and when the upper ftory is covered with beams 

of 
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of greater or lefs ftrcngth, cyprefs boards, laid 
clofely one againft another, are nailed down to 
them. This covering fupports, in its tjirn, 
feveral joifts placed tranfverfely ; over which are 
fpread hay and chopped ftraw, mixed with lime 
and fmall ftones. The whole being made fmooth 
by meajis of a mallet, a layer of cinders is then 
thrown over this compofition ;' afterwards a fecond, 
of lime and fand ; a laftly a third, cohfifting of a 
kind of plafter formed of lime, aflies, and pounded 
cinders, which is fmoothed with a roller, and to 
which a luftre arid polifh are given by a certain 
kind of wooden inftrument. ' This is the ufual 
. method of conftruCking th'efe terraces/ 

If this floor happens to crack by the excefTive 
heat, the fiflures are filled up with a mixture of 
lime, aflies, and oil ; and I obferved that this com- 
pofition refifted the loiigefl: rains, and at length 
became fo hard that water could not penetrate it. 
Roofs built in the form of a cupola are covered or 
eficrufted with a fubftaiice' confifl:ing of poifnded 
flints and lime, which is applied with great care, 
in order that it may acquire a lufl:re. 

In the city there are two bazars or markets, al- 
ways well fupplied. One contains provifions of 
every kind ; and the other is furniflied with an 
aflbrtment of cloths and fluffs for making drefles. 

In the fame fpot there are alfo two public baths, 
ornamented with marble, and pretty well coij* 
ftrufted: there are here likewife feveral coflFce- 
houfes, which give it a lively and agreeable ap- 
pcarance. _ 

Near the ancient fea-port is ftill feen a citadel, 
or rather jarge tower, upcJn which fome cannon 
arje mounted; buTl^is place did not appear to me 
to be of much importance. The governor has al- 
jfo caufed the ancient armour, ufed in the time of 
the Chriftians, to be depofited here } and it is 
" ' ufed 
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ufed likewife for containing powder, and other 
warlike ftores. It was in this tower that he order- 
ed his uncle and brother to be ftrangled ; becaufe 
they might, as already mentioned, have been an 
obftacle to his gf efenl: grandeur. 

At the diftance of a mile from the new city are 
found the ruins of the tower Maudit^, which forms 
a kind of angle to the north of the fea. Some time 
ago a windmill was ere^ed here. It was on this 
fide that the infidels entered when they took Acre 
from the Chriftians. 

The new city is difl:ant only one mile from the 
ancient walls ; but it will take more than an hour 
to travel over that fpace of ground which they in- 
clofe. It may be Jtill perceived that the firfl: Acre 
was furrounded by a triple fortification, Separated 
by two ditches, one of wl ich without, and the 
other within, received the waters of the fea. A« 
they were cut out in the rock, fome parts of them 
are dill entire. At certain diftances the walls were 
flanked with towers. . . ^ 

I faw, in the neighbourhood, feveral enormous 
round flones, employed to batter the city by being 
thrown from machines, as the ufe of cannons was 
not then known. 

The air of this city is unwholefome ; and vari- . 
ous difeafes prevail in it every year, during the 
great heats. - Thefe no doubt are occafioned by 
the narrownefs of the ftreets, and fome putrid 
marfhes which are in the neighbourhood.- Seve- 
ral attempts have been made to remedy thefe in- 
conveniencies ; and in order to facilitate the ac- 
complifliment of this objeft, the governor gives 
up the property of thefe marfhes to thpfe who 
will undertake to drain and cultivate them. 

The bed precaution that the Europeans can take 
to guard againfl the malignity of this air is, to 
confine themfelves to a moderate diet : and. above 
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all, to sfoid die mAt dews( and not to rife tilt 
diefmiliis ififfipateddtotcoBeaioii of clouds and 
irapoan imh ^riudi the atraoQpllefe is loaded every 
moninig. St. John of Acre, as I have already 
fiud^ ispofleffiidby Daher Omar, amanpreitj^far 
advanced in years ; but though this city and Ga- 
lilee are really his property, li^fuffershimielf tobe 
invefted with his authority every year, by the ba- 
fliaw of Seyd, to whoni he pays a certain acknow- 
ledgment. This condefcenfiott of Daher does 
not prevent him from being confidered at the 
Porte as a rebel who mud be tolerated on account 
of his forces, and the power of the Arabs, who 
are his alfies. In the month of July 1760, the ba- 
ftaw of Seyd found hithfelf obliged to inveft him 
with authority alfo over fome people called Metua- 
les, who inhabited the mountains between Acre 
and Sur, or the ancient Tyre, and who had vo- 
luntarily declared themfelves of Daher's psu-ty. It 
was, however, foon difcovered that this commoti- 
on had been fuggefted by Daher himfelf, who had 
long wifiied to gain over a nation fufficiently ilrong 
to defend him agadnft any iiivafion from the quar- 
ter of Seyd i and indeed he could at all times raife 
an army of twelve thoufand horfemen among his 
new fubjeds. 

The titles which Daher afTumes are, Schiek or 
Chief of Acre, Prince of Princes, Lord of Naza- 
reth and Saffet, and Prince and Lord of all Gali- 
lee. Europeans, when they addrefs him, make 
ufe of die word Excellency. 

Befides the affiftance which this governor may 
recdnre, he keeps always on foot an army of five 
thoufimd cavalry, and a thoufand infantry, who 
remain in the town. The former are mounted af- 
ter the Arabian faibion, and carry mulkets and 
latices ; the latter, who for the mofl part come 
from the coafls ofBarbary, and who are called 

Metuales, 
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Metuales, are armed with fufees^ piflols, and po- 
niards. Being fixed at Acre^ they never leave it 
but on expeditions when the chief marches with 
them in perfon. ' 

Daher fpent feveral years in the enjoyment of 
peace and r^pofe : but he had the misfortune to 
fee his tranquillity interrupted by his own family, 
become numerous. Incited by ambition as much 
as by the heat of youth, his fons fought for a fhare 
in the government, and began to form parties 
among the Arabs againll their father. Daher 
therefore was obliged to have recourfe to arms ; 
and he had the good fortune to fubdue the rebeb 
by his valour, without any danger to himfelf : 
after which he brought back his fons, by his pru* 
dent and political conduft, to their duty and filial 
affe£Uon. 

It is feared that his death will be a fignal for more 
bloody revolutions ; and the ba(ha\y of Seyd will 
perhaps embrace that opportunity of compelling 
the province to be again obedient to the Grand 
Signior. 

The chief of Acre governs his people with much 
juflice, which is very uncommon among men o£ 
the like kind. He is reproached with only one 
fault, which is, that he often fuffers himfelf to be 
blinded by intereft ; a pai&on common to all the 
caftern princes. 

The minifters of his court, comprehending his 
grand treafurer, are for the moft part Greek Catho- 
lics ; as he regards only abilities and integrity in 
the management of affairs, without any diftindi- 
on of religions. He has however fhewn fome par- 
tiality for the Chriftiahs ; and he has had no caufe 
to repent of his conduft, as they in fome meafure 
peopled the city and furrounding territories. 

The tribute which he receives from his people, 
is the fame as that required by the Grand Signior 

throughout 
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throughout his whole empire: that is\to fay, it 
amounts to five piaftres of the Levant amiually for 
each perfon. 

Though Daher Omar is confidered as a rich* 
and powerful lord, he appears fometimes to be 
cnibarraffed, or at leafl he endeavours to make 
this be believed. In fuch cafes, without diftref- 
fing the lower claffcs of people, he prefers aflcing 
money from the noblemen of his court by way of 
loan, which he punctually repays when his funds 
are recruited. 

The indecent familiarity of a man found with a 
woman, is a crime which he punifhes with the ut- 
moft feverity. The latter forfeits her life on a gib- 
bet ; whilft her accomplice is inclofed in a fack, 
and thrown into the fea. 

Lefs fevere towards an unnatural vice, which 
muft excite the indignation of every virtuous mind, 
he puniihes that brutality only by baftinadoing the 
feet of |:he criminal ; and this is repeated three 
days fuccfeffively, till he has received five hundred 
blows each time ; but it often happens that the de- 
Enqiient efcapes upon giving him a purfe of money. 

Daher is very charitable towards the poor ; and 
takes a delight in vifiting the manfions of mifery, 
when he knows where tney are to be found. On 
the 1 2th of March 1 760, two veffeis, one of which 
was from France, and the other from Trieft, w^rc ^ 
driven on fliore in the Gulph of Acre by a^dread- 
ful florm. The paffengers, Greeks, French, 
and Armenians, amounted to two hun^^d, who 
mtended to go from the Archipelago to jaflFa, and 
proceed thence to the holy places of Jerufalem. 
Though they had the good fortune to efcape the 
fury of the waves, they found themf^lves in a very 
dangerous and difagreeable fituatjon on (hore. 
Some of thjB neighbouring peafahts called Gorans, 
a mercile& and thievifh race, attacked them, and 
• ftripp-cd 
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ftripped tbem of their clothes, and everything 
that they had faved from the fhipwreck. The cap- 
tains of the two flaps were refpeded no more than 
the reft of the company, twelve of them only hav- 
ing found means to efcape, arrived at Acre at the 
time when it was ravaged by the plague. 

The governor, informed of this maiTacre, dis- 
patched in great hafte.a party of foldiers, who 
found nothing on the fliore but fome mangled bo* 
dies. Their orders were, to take all the Gorans 
without didindion, whether guilty or innocent. 
Such of thefe afiaflins as they could find, were 
hung ; aiad when the vengeance of the prince was 
once fatisfied, his compaifion took pleafure in com-^ 
forting the unhappy travellers, whom he furnifhed 
with lodging, food, and clothing. Fate however 
had not yet done perfecuting them ; for they were 
attacked by the plague, which fpared only eight of 
them. Deeply affeded by this new misfortune, 
and in order to fecure them from every accident, 
the chief ordered twenty men to efcort them on, 
horfeback to Jerufalem ; and he gavd them from 
his treafury a fum of money fufficient to maintain 
them for a certain time. This was a noble and 
generous adion^ which gained him the efteem 
and affeftion of his fubjefts. He found alfo ano- 
ther recompence, in the profit which he afterwards 
derived from the Armenians ; for that nation be- 
ing fenfibleof the kindnefs (hewn by the governor 
of Acre to their eight citizens, v/hcn any of the 
inhabitants came on a pilgrimage to Jerufalem, 
they ftopped at Acre in preference to Jaffa, to pay 
there the duty for landing. On their return they 
did they fame thing i and as the greater part of 
thefe pilgrims were very rich merchants, they in- 
creafed the commerce of that city, by purchafing 
and felling various kinds of merchandize. 

VoL.L X. The 
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Hie city of Acre is ffiftn^iflied in thi Maiib- 
inetan religion^ which it prrasfies^ b^ the diguty 
of the mvphti who prefides tii it. * The gDvemot- 
It defirous that the Porte wouid chdofe a ne* 
snnphti every year ; but th^ Ottoman court* witt 
not permit him to be changed annuaHy^ pretend- 
ffig that this office ihaft cimimiieto be filled by the 
fierfon who is once eledbcd into iL This however 
16 hot the cafe in the reft of Syrian whei-e new mi- 
> nifters of religion are appmntc^d every year. 

The aga ot the cnilom-houfe prefid^ over tht 
duties paid in this port ; and his power extends fb 
fiir, that he is autiiorifcd to puniih flight cref^ 
pafles. 

The drefe of the citizkns cyf Acre refambles thk 
of the Turks, both in ftdfibfs and length ; but there 
is fome difference in the covering of the headi Thfc 
Turks ufe a fimpl^ rauti^ br kind of large bonnet, 
furroundcd by a turban ;: but the inh&itams of 
Acre wear a red cap, furroundcd by a piecfe of 
filk or cotton fluff, embroidered wkh gbU flow- 
ers* To the extremity of this cap ate affixed threfe 
bands of cloth, which fall over the fhouldeFS. 

The women alfo drefs according to the Otto- 
man fafhion ; and when they go abroad they wra|r 
themfelves up from head to foot in a white veftment, 
which covers every part of their body. In all Sy- 
ria this is a prevalent cuftom, from whibh evea 
the European woman are not exfetlipted. 
' As fooh as Daher Omar faw himfdf fixed in 
the government of Acre, like an intelligent man, 
well acquainted with the true fource of opuflencb, 
he endeavoured, by every method he could, to^ 
introduce commerce into it. The polite and ai}a>- 
ble manner* in which lie Behaved towards the £u^ 
ropean merchants, added to the ftrid: juftice wlnck 
he maintained in trafic^ drew thither pec^Ie from 
III parts of the wwld ^ aad the £nglifh,.the French, 

and 



and the E^iikh all wiflied to partake in tne advan- 
tages yrtiich the cSy or Acre held forth tb them by 
the abundance of its produJ^iohs^ and particularly 
its cotton. 

Daher readily foreJTaw tWt the number of £u- 
rppeah merchants would hicreaf^, in proportion to 
the facility which they might find in vi^ndihg.the 
merchandize they brought ^long with theni. On 
this account he diminifhed the cuftom-hqufe dues, 
and rferidefed his country as advantageous as con- 
vCTient iFor tlie Turkifh and AraWaa merchants ot 
the. city of- Damafcus, who lifed befbr^ to fupply 
themfelves wi^h goods at the market of ^eyd. 
Thefe almoft immediately Began to coiiie to Acre 
in numerous caravans'; which made trade decreafe 
in the neighbouring citie^, iatnd opened tb Europe 
ah eafy communication for exporting all fcrts 6^ 
iherchandizei ftich as drugs, arid cloth of every 
kind, which are furnilhed in great abund'ahce by 
the vaft commerce of bamafcus. th feort, {h6 
trade ot the city of Acre role to fo much iiiipor-. 
tance and confideration, that fevefal priiic^^ oi 
Europe Tent thither consuls to p'roteii and fupjidrt 
fUch of their fubje£t$ as had eltablifhed thi^mfetVisS 
here as merchants. 

The J*fench had i vice-conful here lor a fcrfhjfi- 
' derabletime, who was lubordinate to that 6f Seyd : - 
Silt, on accounl: of Ibme difputes .which he had 
with the body of the merchants, it was found h^c^f- 
' l*ary to recall him. Since that period, thfe dutiSi 
6f conftil are difcharged by th6 nl'ef cThaiits theiiU' 
felves, who take the burden weekly in rotation : 
Imt fhey arc at Ways lubjelt to iht impk'M'dti ©I thtf 
conful general of Seyd'. 

Ehglarid alfo has a vic6-c:6niul hef e, ^^h© be- 
longs to the confuWhip 6^ Alfet^i^45. fey Uititi pk« 
t;ent from the Imperial intercMiHb it Cdnft^ti.' 
nople, and the Venetian <»nful niiknt in Cyprus, 

i 3 he 
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he it commiflioned to proteft at Acre the merch- 
ants belonging to both thefe nations. He watches 
aJfo over the interefts of Ragufii, for the confut 
of Cyprus, though this fmafi repubKc has not a 
conful of its own in that ifland. 

All affairs refpe&ing the Dutch trade are 
managed by a particular conful, dependant, like 
the Engli(h vice-conful, on the conful-general of 
Aleppo. 

The expcnce of freight for merchandize export- 
ted from Acre to Europe, is regulated by the ufual 
rate of Cyprus ; and this is followed throughout 
all the reft of Syria. 

Whilft the chief of Acre had to defend himfelf 
only from external enemies, he maintained no 
more than a few foldiers ; as he could depend up- 
on the afliftance 'of the Arabs, who were always 
ready : but in the courfe of a fhort time the face of 
affairs became greatly changed. I have already 
(hewn how his proud and rebellious fons, after 
forming parties againft their father, wifhed even 
in his Fife time to divide the government of the 
province, or rather to make tbemfelves be declared 
fovereigns of it. Daher's courage and addrefs, 
however, enabled him to fubdue them on the one 
hand ; while, on the other, he brought them 
back to their duty. But this prudent father knew 
too well that he muft not negleft to keep a watch- 
ful eye over pafTions that are only calmed, andnoi^ 
cxtinguiihed. Neceffity therefore obliged him to 
double his foldiers ; and, after that fatal period^ 
he faw the credit of commerce fall, or at leaft 
greatly decline. In vain did he endeavour, by 
his vigilance and prote£tion, to fupport this tot- 
tering fource of riches ; for he was never able to 
reconcile the tranqiullity of trade with the din of 
warlike preparations^ 

Some 
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r. Some debates which arofe between the mer- 

I , chants and the mfurers, refpeding veffels freight- 

I ed for Caiffa inftead of Acre, or for that city in- 

, ' ftead of CaifFa, render it neceffary for me to ex- 

f plain the difference betwe^^n thefe two parts of the 

coaft, and the ufages obferved there by the French, 
whofe conduct has ' fervcd as a rule for other Eu- 
ropean nations. 

Ships employed to tranfport goods to St. John 
of Acre arc freighted direftly for that city ; be- 
cauCe there are always confuls and merchants re- 
fiding there, and becaufe the inhabitants of that 
place commit the charge of theit goods only to 
veffds deftined for Europe. Notwithftanding this, 
the captains well tnow that they; ought not to land 
at Acre, but at- Caiffa, which is diffiant about 
eight miks, aijd fituated in the fame guiph. As 
the port of Acre has been choaked up by rubbifh, 
• it is not <:ap^ble of receiving large veffels ; and it 
woul4 be expofing them .to too much danger to 
leave them on xhe coaft^ whilft Caif& prefents them 
with a very convenient harbour in the neighbour- 
hood. It nas however been fettled, .about a year 
ago, that veflfels fliould caft anchor oppofite to the 
porf of Aqr^, from Jthe month pf May to Sep- 
tember inciufively. The advantages of trade gave 
rife to .th.at regulation ; and I fee no inconvenience 
Tto be lapprchended from k^ efpecially as contrary 
winds feldom blow airing that tranquil ifeafon. 

During thp cither feveh mbiit)i8, they muft.ab^ 
folutely load and unload ^t Caiffa the merchandize 
of Acre, which is traiifported fucceflively from one 
place to another by paeans of fmall barks ; and this 
local cuftom has produced thqfe laws refpeflimg 
contrafts of infurai^ce. 

It was in Acre that I faw for the firft time the 
Eamazan, or fall of the Mahometans. It began 
4i>a the i6th of April, 1760, the day of the new 
" moon;j 
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moon, Q^Ied axaong the Turks the moon of Ra- 
mazan» vhich alfo mak^s one of tbe|r months. 

Scarcely do the firft r^ya of the mpw app^^r^ 
when thqy haften to inform the c^di^ or ax^y qt^ 
judge, magiftrate, or prieft, who immediately pj:* 
ders a minute of it to be made in his chancery^ 
If the moon does not appear on the day expefte4, 
the faft is deferred for twenty -four hpijn^^ ^ ^%(^ 
\n fome places- 

11)e Ramazan is procl^med in the different fof-r 
treffes by the noife of cannon. 

lliis general abftin^nce confifts in igiisid^er ^t- 
ing, drinkihg, nor fmoking, from fun-rifing u\\ 
fun-fetting : fo that, during diis month, the nighi 
is changed into day, and the; day into nigh^ 

Women big with child, fick people, traveller?, an<^ 
foldiers in the time of war, are not obliged tq obt 
fervc it very ftri5:ly : but thipis only a fufp.ei>fioa 
of the duty, for which they n^uft malj^e up at fopMf 
more convenient opportumty. SbouW apy obft^r 
cle interrupt this feft when once begui^i, if is nef 
ceffary, according to the law of the prophet, tp 
finifli it as foon as the impediment ip rempv^f 
Children below the age of ten are not obliged tp 
obferveit. 

This faft of thirty days is fuccecdedj by the Bai- 
ram, or feftival of th? Mahometans, on tlj^ fiifl; 
of the mouth Scieuval, which Is the tenth in th^ 
year. It is announced alfo by a difchajge of artiU 
iery ; and the Chrifti^ns even are obliged to ibut 
their faftori^s and ftiops. Dp^ing th^ thr^e dayjs 
on which the Bairam is held, th^ people are envi 
ployed in nothing but finging or dancing, and in 
iiearing farces an all the public places. The. Ma- 
hometans think that the folemnity of thi$ feftival 
requires a general reconQiliaiipn /vyit^^.thei? epe-* 
mies ; and on this account they embrgce^ pp^^i^lj 
in the ftreets when they meet each oiher« ^ 
:.- ''^ - . ^ ' ' Fifteen 



Hfkeen or twenty djtys after the Rtifam, thiee 
Turkifli caravans fet out for Mecca, from Baflaat 
*cus, Cairo, and Aleppo. That of Daniafeus be- 
ing the moflr celebrated, I fhall here give a defcrip- 
tlon of it, according to the account I received from 
Mr. George Speltos, one of the ableft interpre- 
ters in Syria ; who, with a knowledge of the orl- 
entai languages, unites the praftice of the Maho- 
metan laws and ufegeis. I muft add, that his long 
jefidence in that country gave him feveral oppor- 
tunities of affifting at the Turkifli feftivab. 

Th9 march of this caravan of Damafeus is open- 
eA by forty delis, or foldiers, niounted on hoffes ; 
and esich hol4ing in. his hand a fmaH banner c£ 
green, red, or yellow filk. Thefe are followed by * \ 

mree companies of fegniens, another kind of fol- ^ 

diers, arid a like number of Ipahis, or cavalry. 
Next came a battalion of mugrabins, or foldiers^ 
deftined to guard fix pieces of cannon belonging' 
to the con^pany ; and a body of the garrifon of 
Damafcu^, ^rmed with iron club», and accompa- ^ 
i|ied by two detachments of janiflaries and cavafry, 
co|nmanded by the aga in perfon ; behind whom 
marches ^n officer of the fame name, who holds* " 
an office in the court of the bafliaw, equivalent to 
that of major-<J6rao in Spain* Three horfes tails, 
fufpended from javelins, announce the prefence of 
the bafhaw, who advances- in the midft of his cour- 
tiers, wth fix led horfes, ornamented ix^ the moft 
pompous manner. 

Next appears the mahmal, pf grand ftandard of 
black filH:, carried on a fuperb camel,* ornamented* 
hi the moft whimfical manner with plumes, fmal4^ 
^ells, and eoUars of different colours. 

The mahmal is bordered with gold fringes, and 

embf oi4ered with fpangles of the fame fybfeince, 

put of refpeft for the Alcoran, which ought to be 

Ijrrapped up in it. This ftandard is covered with a 

' • W piec^ 
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^hot of rich tapeftiy, feat by the Grand Senior to 
the prophet's tomb m place of the old one, which 
is brought back every year : a precious and vene- 
fable ornament in the opinion of a Turk, who 
would not hefitate to prefer it to the fineft treafures 
in the worldii The camel which has been once 
honoured with bearing this load, is in future ex- 
empted from all further fervice. 

Three companies of foldiers terminate this pro- 
ceifion, in which I have not included the proviii- 
ons and baggage of the bafhaw, which' are carried 
by different camels. 

I have made no mention either of the Mahome- 
tan pilgrims, though they are very numerous ; 
becaufe they march without any diftind:ion or or- 
der. I muil not omit to remark, that thefe haggis 
orpil^ims acquire, by this journey : to Mecca, a 
very important diftinftioh amon^ their country- 
men. > 
^ They are not indeed more viriuous or baly^ buitbey^ 
have performed the journey^ . 

This caray^, as well as.thofe of Cs^ro and 
Aleppo, muft arrive at Meccaion t^e firftor fecond 
of the moon Zulhidge, the third .montj^^ stft^r the 
Bairam, to celebrate the eJleyei^th; dayc^f the Cor- 
ban-Bairam, wiuch fignifies the f(pftival.of facrifice; 
This folemnity is remarkable fqr the immolation of 
a great number of iheep, the flefti of which is dif- 
tributed amongft th^ popr } a|id it is continued for 
three days on, the mountains o£ i^rafat- ^ > - . ^ 

The pilgrims? remain only ten days at Mecca ; 
after which they return to their refpc;<£Uve xdiih* 
igries.. Thecarav^ of Damaicus is o^iged to go 
and meet the ba(haw of Tripoli in Syria, who gives 
them refreibmenu, . and accoropanies them to with^ 
in twenty days journey of Damafcus* 
: It is neceffary to know, in order to underftand 
the TurHifli year, that the year 662 after the birth 
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€jf Jcfus Chnft is the beginning of the Mahometan 
sera, or hegira j and that the twelve months are as 
follow: 

Months. Dap. 

Muharrem -,- i— . ^o 

Sefer — i- — — . 2^ 

Rebiul-Euvel — — 39 . 

RebiuLAffir — — ^9 

GiamziUEuvel — — ^o 

Giamzil-Ailir — — ^9 

Red^eb — — _ ^o 

Scianaban — .— — 29 

RaiHazau — — — 30 

Cieuval \— — — 29 

Zutkaad^ — — — 30 

Zttihidg^ — — — 29 



Which form in all — — 



354 



The firft month advahc^s evgry* common year 
eleven days^, ai\dt,welve in leap year. 
*; Daher Oihaf iV fo much dreaded by the Porte, 

^that the bafhaws of Syria have orders from the 
Grand Signior t6 stvoid every thing that may give 
him oflfence. Emboldened by the terror which 
his name infpires, this chief, as is (kid, has fome* 
times (lirred up the Arabs agaiiift the Ottoman 
empirfe. The Turks accufe hiril in particular of 
having advifed them to phmder the caravan of 

^ Damsdcus in 1757. I (hall give an account of 
this affair, becaufe it is rai^^r fingular and ex- 
traordinary. 
\l muft however firft mention that the bafhaw of 

" Damafcus i$ accuftomed to pilrchafe from the Arabs 

"^ a right to pafs through the defarts, and to pay for 

their prote&ion during that part of the journey* 

The fum agreed upon is received at two different 

T ;. ... ., payments. 
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payiBMtB, CM h^lf U thnr dcparttitt, aid the 
odier at their rcturiu 

As they had not upon' this occafion agreed fbv 
any certain fum, the Arabs applied to Daher- 
Omar, to entreat that he would a£t as mediator be* 
tween them and the bafhaw of Damafcus, whom 
they believed to be his friend : bi^t the iaterfezence 
of that prince did not procure to the Arabs the fa«» 
tisfiafUon which they wifhed for and expe£^ed; 

The balhaw confequently refufed their ufu;^! ef* 
cort, and arrived with his caravan at Mecca with<> 
out being molefled by the way. 

The Arabs, and their chiefs or fchieks, being 
thus difappointed, informed Daher that they in- 
tended to attack and plunder the caravan on its 
return; and the chief himfelf being di^atisiied 
with the bad fuccefs of his mediation, openly ap- 
proved their defign. 

They therefore made every neceffary preparatioij 
fgt carry^ig theis plan into dx^qpHof^f . f^nd fiiece^d- 
ed in d^ complitfed manner : Imt as tha b^(My 
coniifted only of jeWs> cloth, b^hn, alpesi, wood, 
a«d rich ftufe, which the Aral^ IWY^r ufe, they 
vfett 9t a gccat lofs ia what nv^pn^^^ to difpoli^ qf 
tb^m. All t^e fea coaft of Syri^ b^ing fubjed |f> 
the Grs^d Sigiiioip, the inh^bit^t^ cpu)4 mt purr 
chafe e^cds b^lwging to a baib^yr, ;ind ^peci^ly 
plyndered fronj ^ ciurftvan for wbicb the Turk? psh 
tert^n the utmoft vwer^tiop. The chi^pf Acr^ 
hQwev«r esfttricated tbem fnm thi# epibarr^ffii^eatm 
by offering thwi his coaqtry 9^ ^ fftfe afyluj^,, 
where they might freely and publicly expofe t^ Mf 
whatever they had ifi t4tir hai^ds. 

It may be readily im^^uv^d thiM: the Arabs g^ly 
embraced the opj3|ortuaity of this p^rpiiiliqn f 2X\d^ 
the little ]M)iOwledg^ wbV^b they h^d acquij:ed. in. 
their dera|:ts of the value of theie fluffs and other 
gpod^i iB#de them difpofe of the whole at a very 
• low 



l$fw i^ic^, TThcy ewa thought th^wffiws Iwpp^ 
tQ fee %1]^ <Q rc<;^iii5ea wxler^ttd funi'fpr ^ ricfik 
hqojy, by the poiUffis^ Q^yihif^k t^yi >ww gT^iy 

odj, acquired sk gre^t p?o^t tjy this faU •, ^^4; r«-. 
t;€iv^d, owjf aJM ^UpifCjt very CQ^fid^yabli^ fff^r 
fonts, %-way of ;^ gratetul ^^knovledgiWil* 
for hi$ frkmlihip)) tW<9 A^^^ m^e him aQce;pt 
all the. cap^ure^i horfe^^ vhi<^h he dWi(iQd aic^QgA 
bi& chief ^dherjsait^ ^nA xk^ (ohikx^^ oS bi& ^rt 
rifpn. 

The OttomiaH ccwrt fiQpjpijaaecJ bitt^Ffy to tj^ 
chief of Acre, w accou*it qf the liberty whicfc hif 
h^d granted tp the Araba tq fell their boQty' in hii^ 
territories ; but Daher ^pUed to the b£^^^ like ^ 
b3.9ghty indepeiuien^ mgn who trufta on\^ tQ his 
fword, " The Arabs/' fai4 he* " *re too vw^\i 
^ s^ttached to mei pot t<>. obtain my protej^on 
^' ^d ^ff}&^c^ yfl^n they b€g igr aA afyltfin* 
^^ Bejri4e«, I Isfic^w that they atf able tp defend naa 
" if any one infuU& vfl^ in iny pQ^ieAwn^. Bf 
^' fpeaWng onie WQrd,. they WQuld range th«ngife|yes 
'^ iiUider ipy banners, (hould | have ^ny d^fi^e fQi^ 
^^ making new cqnq^^ft^*^ 

With this anfwer, i«fhich he wcot-e tathe Gr-an4 
Vii^ir,^ h^ fjEirt bj^cki Jfeejjwhmgl, or ftandard 
brpught frofn the tomb ofl^Mabpmet, which i^ ai^r 
i^U^Uy dsppfited in the Grsw^d Signipr's treafijry, 
t)s|h^ (ppn fpun^, that thi^PorifQ was cammed, 23^ 
be ^^f evep hpnoured with tfaanK^* 

The baihaw of Damafcus whofe caravan ha4 biom 
pl^indered, b^ing on a jcwirney tp Cqnftantinopls, 
had his head ciit otf, ip 4 cily pf AA^ Minor, W 
h^. was eiuerijGig the bath. 

In the month of Aug»fl ij$f>^ I VW ^ vitwff^ 
i^tbe city of A^re, tp the ajfjipifta^y of » fchifmatifi 
Qr«ek Chrifti^j whQ «n9b¥ap^4 Maheni^tM^if^* 
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He had firft gone and informed the muphti of hit 
intention ; and that Mahometan pontiff had fatis- 
68fied himfelf of his fincerity, -by aiking him fe- 
▼eral queftions refpeding the reafons which indue* 
ed him to change his belief. After this, his re- 
queft was regiftered in the Chancery ; and he was 
suimitted to embrace the law of the Koran, even 
before he had any knowledge of it ; becaufe it is 
ufual not to inltrud or caccechife converts, until 
they have been received amongft the faithful. He 
was decorated with a green robe, according to cuf- 
toja i and then mounted on a fuperb horfe, fur- 
rounded by foldiers both cavalry and infantry, and 
conduced in triumph through all the ftreets in the 
city, accompanied with the fliouts of the people, 
the found of muficallnflruments, andfongs of joy. 

When this proceffion was ended, the new be- 
liever was carried into a place ornamented for the 
Ceremony ; where, aftef the formalities defcribed 
in a former part of this volume, he was circum- 
cifed, and wrote his confeilion of faith. In this 
manner he became a Mahometan. 

It is well known that the Hebrews, before they 
embrace this religion, are obliged to profefs that 
they believe in the coming of the Melfias ; for, if 
they do not, they are rejefted. 

We find very frequent examples of this apoftacy 
amongft the Catholics themfelves ; but it is a rule 
that the muphti to whom they apply, muft inform 
the conful of their nation, if they arc under his 
proteftion. The latter then alks what reafons they 
may have for renouncing Chriftianity ; and, if he 
does not condemn the Mahonietan law, he is at 
liberty to fet before thofe who intend to apoftate, 
all the advantages of the Catholic religion. But 
fliould his zeal, and the force of his eloquence, be 
ineffectual to bring back thefe hardened hearts to 
a fenfe of their duty, the interpreter^ fent as a wit- 

I ncfs 
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n^ by the muphti, makes a minute of the affair, 
which is afterwards regiftered in the Chs^cery. 

What induced the Europeans to ch^ge their 
creed is, the hopes of acquiring dignity and riches 
in the Mahometan government: they however foon 
become fenfible that they have been deceived. . In- 
ftead of finding their poverty changed into opu- 
lence, they are rendered more miferable, on ac- 
count of the contempt with which they are treated 
even by their new brethren. Though fincerely 
attached to their religion, the infidels have very 
little efteem for thofe who are weak enough to re- 
nounce that in which they have been educated ; 
and, befides this, they confider them as baftards 
in the Mahometan faith. Some of thefe apoftates, 
it is true, have rifen to the higheft employments in 
the adminiitration ; but fuch events are phenome- 
na that feldom appear in the Ottoman atmofphere* 
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JolJRi^Et iMU triie tirv of acre to m6unt 

CARMEL* 

1 O go to MotfQt Carmel from the dty cf AiSffe^ 
you muft pafff through th^ giLte df the Miigrabms^ 
oth^rwife colkd the gate of Nittartitfa^ 

Foliowinji tfa6 fea flibre if<ywards the fbadi, f on 
arrive^ afta* walking two hoftdred and fifty pkced^ 
at the river JB^luS) '< the bed of wbichs cohfii»fl 
*^ and n^rrow^ and contains aibusdante of ^UA 
** particles mixed with its fand.'* Pliny, who 
gives us this information, fliews how that tranf- 
parent matter was indebted for its origin to the 
oriental fhores. This valuable difcovery, being 
carried to perfe&ion, raifed man to the heavens ; 
brought to his eye remote objects, the immenfe 
diftances of which he can calculate and meafure ; 
fubmitted to his infpe&ion the planets and ceieftial 
bodies; and permitted him, like the eagle, to 
approach the burning rays of light, which he can 
divide and reunite at pleafure. It fecures him alfo 
from the injuries of the air, when from the centre 
of his habitation he can behold, through its tranf* 
parent pores, the fplendour of day in its full 

This river Belus is cielebrated alfo by the hiftori- 
M Flavian^ who fays '^ it is worthy of '^ admira- 
^^ tion j both on account of the agreeable valley 
•^ through which it pafies, and of the fand found 
** on its borders/' When foreign veffels fail 

along 



alohg tfefeffc cc^ftte, they take bh boafd forile ttf thib 
fand to ferve thfettt *s ballaft ; aiid the Vetietiatts 
ttttfj^ ii#ay iftbre of It for thit j3urpofe than any 
t^feer ^atibnb It is to this fiver Bfclus that we atfe 
iiid<»bted for thofe tnagnfifictot plates bf glafs, 
<l1iich Vfenice *nirtiifaaured to embfeUifh the apart- 
tnMt^ of Eui-ope. I muft dbfefve thatTand mixed 
tvith glafs is hot peculiar to this rlVer ; tome of 
th* fame kind may be found on thfe neighbouring 
feoreS, from Tyre as far as Jaffa-. 

In the neighbourhood of the Bel us formerly arofe 
the tomb of Memnon ; but at ptefent it is tt-od un- 
<]» foot by the traveUer, who eanftot even diftin- 
gdifli the place Where it ftood. 

This fihall riv6t Mtks fource in the fountains 
of^hetribe of After; 

* At prefent it k callfed Kardatii by the Arabs. 
It viras formerly croffed by a beautiful bridge, con** 
touted by tbfe S^tacens, but which has long fmce 
fs^ten a prey to thfe t^vage^ df tim^. 

Beyond the Bel us, at the diftanete of about hine 
liiilfes from Acre, oh the fca coaft, i-uhi the riv^ 
Ndhf-el-Mechatte. 

Its banks are very fandy, dnd Wheh the t^ihdfe 
Wow in fumfner they chbak up its tnputh ; fo that, 
being derived df a t)affage to the fea, it fpreadfe 
on each fide, and fortns a kihd of lake. As thbrfe 
is no bridge over it for the convenience bf tfaVel^ 
fern, it k dahgeretis to croft it in the taliiy feafon, 
whith IR^isHl itt waren aftoMihingly. 

The ihterprfeter bf the EhgHlh hatibn was df owtt- 
ed here, with Ms hori^, ih the ttibnth of Ffebmar^ 
1761. 

Thfe riv*r Nahr^eKMechafte is called alfo thfe 
€«fon. When cwa its banks, I remembered thit k 
wis the tdmb of the four hundred and fifty prdiihet^ 
of Baal, who in their fury caft into it the trfbA 
©flifrael, when Elijah brought to their remem. 

brance 
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bnmce die image of the true God, who was alofie 
worthy the adoration of his people 

The Cifon falk from Mount Tabor, and purTuet 
two diflferent dire£tions« The finalleft branch pro- 
ceeds towards the eaft ; and receiving the waters 
of Mount Hermon, lofes itfelf in the fea of Galilee, 
or the lake of Tiberias. The other branch, which 
is niuch more confiderable, being enlarged in the 
I plains by fome other dreams which flow from 
Mount Ephraim, Samaria, and the environs of 
Mageddon and Efdrelon, afterwards waters the 
bottom of Mount Carmel, and runs into the Medi- 
terranean to the north of Catfia. Some writers 
have aflerted that the Cifon falls into the fea to« 
wards the northern inftead of the fouthern part of 
Carmel. This obfervation, which i^ of little im« 
portance, is however not true, as I h^d an oppor- 
tunity of examining the fpot myfelf. 

At the diftance of a mile from the fea, between 
the Belus and the Cifon, thofe Gorans of whom I 
have had already occafion to (peak, and who are 
only a kind ofKurdes, remain always encamped. 
Caher T)mar,*'wfio knows how to fecure his coun- 
try from the infolence of the Arabs, keeps thefe 
barbarous and petty people, accuftomed early to 
plundering, in continual fear; and travellers at 
prefent may traiv^fe Mount Carmel without dread- 
ing an attack. 

Three miles from the river Nabr-el-Mecbatte, is 
New Caifia, which for feveral years was only a mi- 
ferable yillage, fprung from the ruins of the anci- 
ent city of the fame name, and conftruded with the 
remains of its materials. At prefent it is defended 
towards the fea, by walls which were built fince it 
fell into the hands of the chief of Acre, who has 
ftrengthened it with a citadel, and f ftabliibed a 
cuftom-houfe in it. 

This 
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This city prirfeftts nothing remarkable to the ob- 
ferver, as it contains only a kind of huts thrown to- 
gether without any order. 

Itos j^yerned by ^ArabJ-gtrd, who difcharges, 
at the fame time, the duties of commiflioner of ex« 
cife. The inhabitants are^.,MahojnctanSy^a^ ca- 
thoJiciyrid fcbffmatirJSreeks. 

This city exads a certain tribute from fuch tra- 
yellers as are defirous, either through motives of 
devotion or curioiSty, to vifit the church dedi- 
cated to the Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel. The 
,fum demanded h^^afa^fbr each perfon, which is 
equal to five pauli, Italian money. The Europe- 
ans fettled at OaiHa are exempted from this impoii- 
tion, which is required only from ftrangers. 

In the neighbourhood of this city may be feen 
the remains of the ancient Caiffa, called alfo Por- 
phiry in the time of the Chriftians. It was the 
feal; ofabifhop, fuflFragan to that of Tyre ; and 
was deftroyed by Sal^din. Nothing is now left of 
it but the ruins of the metropolitan church, con- 
cerning which no certain account can be given- 
All the houfes are demoliflied, not excepting thofe 
event)uilt fince that period by the Turks, wlio 
have now quitted it, and gone to eftablilh them- 
. felyes at New CaifFa. According to fome geogra- 
phers, and particularly Ptolemy, it would appear 
that this ancient city, was formerly Sicaminon ; 
and this conjefture feemed to me probable, 
when I obferved that there was no fpot but that 
on which it Hands, between Ptolemais and Mount 
Carmel, proper for containing a city. Nothing 
appeairs to -the eye in the neighbourhood but 
fandy plains, which are too much fubje£t to be 
moved by the wind to ferve as a foundation even 
for jL. cottage. 

! Vol.1. " ' Y The 
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The author of die 9%Ml#tr^tiWHQ/j^ Lamdie^ 
fcribes this city at buik by the htgh^fiieft Quf^ias ; 
but when we find that it was formerly called £phe» 
Kepfae, Caphe, and Gobe, the fignificadoii of 
which names is very d^rent^ we are inclined to 
r^ed that improbable opinion. 

I think it neceflary here to^tBdiy M error indie 
DiClkmary ^f the Bihle^ byCatniet^ who, (bllowing 
die account of Adrian Roland, reckons from Aoref 
to Caiffii thirty miles by iand, and fifteen by fea» 
Both thrfe writers have copied the defcription of 
S€ierif-Ibn4dris, who is either mistaken, or mea>- 
lured that fpace by a ftandard very different from 
ours. I found the diiftance to be only eight miles 
by fea, and thirteen by the «(&ra{ i^oute on fho9^ 
Ships fortnerly lay at anchor near the ancient dkfy; 
atprefent they anchor before the new city, a« the 
bottom! there is good ; whereas that oppofite to thi^ 
old cky is full OT larM ftones, which cut the 4Mb- 
btes, and expofe vefldfs to danger. 

A little beyond the ancient Caiffii, on a h%h 
tongue of land which flretcbes out into the fea, 
and winch is called the Point of Carmel, ^nds a 
forttefs where a garrifon is always kept by Ae 
Grand Signior. The intention <rf ^rfs ftw'oe is to 
prevent XJhriftian veffels from approachSftg the 
coaft, and from. felling to 4!he iilbalbitants fuch 
merchandife and Aips as they take from the Turfcsi 
The government of. this fmall 'place is entrufted ^to 
an Ottoman, who feldom makes ^ confpiauous 
figure. 

The ereftiofi of this maritime fort«»eft deptiPei 
Oaber of a real advantage^ aiifing to \i6s rev^fii)]^ 
by the fale of different eSe&s taken -by Ohitftisrn 
corfairs ; btt he indemnifies hiin£^tf femediMfs fot 
this lofs by forcibly plundering that ^x^^ak^dmdd, 
th§ artillery of which he fends to New Caiffa. 

t omkted 
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I omitted to fay, that this fmall caftle has been 
built on the ruins of an ancient tower of the fame 
kind as thoib which are frequently feen on all the 
Syrian coaft, and which .were ered^d by the Chrif- 
tians for the defence of that country when in their 
poifeflion. Xhey ftill ferve for military purpofes, 
and for communicating fignals, which is done by 
means of fire. 

When you arrive at the bottom of Moiint Car- 
mdf you muil difmoimt from your borie to climb 
Co the fummit) a& vtbe ildes of it are deep and 
rugged, . 
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CHAP. XXXV. 



OF MOUNT CARMEl AND ITI^ ENVIRONS. 

\Jn afcending that part of Mount Caritiel which' 
projefts into the fea like a promontory, you find on 
the left a garden, furrounded by very weak walls, 
that conduds to two remarkable grottoes. The 
firft of thefe grottoes, which is aKb the largeft, 
and which has been cut into almoO: a fquare form 
by means of the chifel, b about fix feet in leilgth^ 
twenty.feven in breadth, and twelve in height : 
from this you pafs into the fecond, which appear- 
ed to me to be two-^ihirds narrower, and befides 
very irregular* 

Thefe grottoes are held in great veneration by^ 
the Mahometans, who confider them as the anci^ 
ent habitation of the prophet Elias. They have 
converted them into a mofque, under the title of 
El-Kader ; that is to fay, the green j ^m which fer- 
vice is performed by a dervife, or Turkilh monky 
who with his family lives in a neighbouring cottage. 

This place ferved formerly as an afylum to fomc 
Carmelite monks, who afterwards quitted it, ia 
order to avoid the continual infults of the Arabs* 
It was indeed too near the high road to afford a 
peaceable life to thefe Cenobites. 

When you come out from this grotto, into which 
you are admitted on paying a few pieces of money,^ 
you afcend by a very fleep and narrow path, which' 
in fome places is cut out in the rock after the manner 
of fleps. Before you reach the fummit, you meet 

with 
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with the convent of thefe folitary monks of whom 
I have juft fpoken. 

The ftrufture of this peaceful retreat excites 
equal refpefl: and admiration. It is almoft indebt- 
cd for its whole extent to the hand of nature only, 
which feems to have conftrufted it in favour of 
rural and fequeftered virtue. The fmall apart- 
ments and cells deftined for the ufe of travellers 
ire fo many convenient grottoes, fuited to the ne- 
ceflities of life. A grotto ferves alfo as a chapel 
]to this facred place. When the traveller ftretches 
his eye acrofs the ocean, where his view is loft 
amidft the immenfity of the watery fpace which is 
comniandied by the mountain, he thinks himfelf 
ftill more retired from the world. The t'rench 
merchants of the city of Acre come hither fome- 
"times for the benefit of the air, which is as pure as 
the innocencfe of thofe who have fixed their abode 
in this charming fpot. They have erefted a fmall 
habitation for tneir. convenience, together with a 
few additional cells, which have enabled the foli- 
tary tenants to increafe their number. 

The grotto which forms the chapel has two en- 
trances, falhioned by the chifel into the form of 
doors. ' One of them looks towards the fmall 
fquare before the monaftery, and the other towards 
the interior part of it. This chapel, which is very 
irregular, may be • about twenty feet in length, 
and fix in breadth. It contains two altars, the 
principal of which is confecrated to the Virgin:, 
and the fecond to St. Elias. " 

Two priefts, and two Carmelite laics, are al- 
moft always here at prayers. The little leifurc 
,which they allow themfelves is employed in culti- 
vating a fmall garden contiguous to the monaftery. 
Thefe monks live on the charity of the Maho- 
metans, who have often been witneffes to their 
jexemplary Ufe; When I faw them bringing their 
^ ' i ■ r alms^ 
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alms, I blefled virtue^ die irrefiftible power of 
which fubdues mamkind, and forces even our eiio- 
mies to relieve our wants. 

This convent is under the proteftioa of the 
French conful of Reyd, or rather of the confulfhip 
of Acre, upon which the former depends. Daber 
Omar, when he became matter of ^ this country, 
fecured to the Cenobites the poffeffion of their rcr 
treat, on their agreeing to pay a fmall tribute, 
which he receives annually. On every principal 
' feftival the ftandard of Prance is hoiited on this 
monaftery. 

The Carmelite fathers of this monaftery pur- 
chafe their annual provifions at Acre, where they 
poffefs an hofpital, which they never inhabit but 
in cafes of ncceflity. With regard to thofe articles 
which they are daily in want of, they procure 
them at New Caiffa, diftant from their coAveat 
about three miles and a half. 

The penitent inanners of the monks of Mount- 
Carmel have infpired the Mahomotans alfo with 
the utmoft veneration for the church of Aat place* 
In their greateft diftrefles, and particularly when 
fick, they invoke the images of the Virgin and of 
St. Elias ; which -is an aftonifliing circumftancc, 
when we confider that, by an exprefi article in their 
law, they are forbid to worfliip the reprefentation 
of faints. I had feveral opportunities of obferving 
their zeal and fervor, during the forty days that I 
refided in this monaftery. 

In 1763, when the chief of Acre was under the 
neceffity of repelling the attacks of his fons, fome 
^edouin Arabs, taking advantage of this divifion, 
came and plunder ied the "convent of thefe poor 
monks. By this barbarity they wefe depriived of 
^ery thing that they pofTefted, either in furnkure 
or provifions. They" however. aU fled to Acre^ 
sxc^pt only onei whom the iwy o£ theie Ibanditti 
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fpxctA. When a recoiicilktien took pism^\:mwetii 
tilt fatlsa* and bis IbnSy thefe monks reMin^d io 
their cedils, whkb they again arranged ^ wdil as 
they could. 

On the v4ole decfivirjr of Mount Cai^mely which 
divides th^ grov^xs Bl*^Ka^r from the content of 
th^ Gaoobites, there are. feen a great numbed of 
dfterns, deftined formerly .fo# i^eceiving lAmmtl 
Vater. 

Having through caif iofity defceftded iA«o c«ie of 
thefe^ I found it tery %acious ; and it a|y^ated t(> 
be indebted to art for nothing but the fojid cruft 
wkh which the bottom of it was coy^i^^d. It is 
however now much cracked, and brok^A in fomt 
placesy fo that it i^ no longer propi^r for contain- 
ing watet*. I found two mfofe of the fame kind 
at a little diftance, but ftill in a condition to hold 
d little water in winter for the tife of the monk». 

Some paces from the convent there is a foHtary 
grotto, wMch the*Orierital$ are perfuaded was the 
habltado^a of tbd prophet Efiflia, whofe i^me k 
(till bearsw 

V Wheh yqu arrive at the fummit of the mountain, 
you find the ruins of an ancient edifice, trh'kh vi* 
iibly han$f over the cells; o^ thefe Carmelites, The 
artJthor of The Theatre of the H^lf Land^ already 
mentioned, affures us that this monument was a 
monaflery built by St. Helen. 

Thefe ruins, which are as thick as the waHs of 
a fortrefs, have every appeadfance of folidky. Tfej 
llirft tiffte that I Viiited Mount Carmel, I fbivnd 
them' much higher than I did at my return. I W2ts 
told by the monks, that they had demolifhed aboiit 
nine feet in height of them, iii order to pr everit 
their falling on the . cetl^, smd burying them ; 
which i»%ht have happened by the ftiry of the 
winds thj« blow here fotdetimds with great vio'- 
ience* V ' 

; ' . This 
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' This ezciifey fufBcicnt without doubt, tviil hot 
pleafe the lovers of antiquities, who often prefer 
a coUedion of remarkable flones to the fafety and 
prefervation of men. 

I fliall not detain the reader with an account of 
the veftiges of other ancient convents to be feen 
on this mountain, as they prefented nothing either 
curious or remarkable* 

It appears that St. Elias inhabited fucceffively 
every part of Mount Carmel, (ince the greater 
part of the grottoes, fountains, and fields, are (till . 
called by his name. 

After travelling fiv^ miles, you defcend into a 
valley, where one is ftruck with a view of a vaft 
fpace cut out in the rock, which was deAined for 
receiving horfes, and which is capable of contain- 
ing a dozen. 

A neighbouring fountain, which winds through 
the valley, threw itfelf into a canal cut alfo out of 
the live rock, and turned the wheels of a mill sft 
a little diftance ft'om the fea. The canal and the 
mill are now both deftroyed ; and no ufe is made 
of this beautiful ftreamy which lofes itfelf in the 
neighbouring waves. • .-.,;. r 

A little lower there is a fecond f^nring, equally 
pure and e^tcellent, to which the good Cenobites 
come to fetch wat0 when the fummer heats dry 
tip the ciftern of the cpnvent. • ; 

i You thbn entej" a field called the Field of Cu* 
cumbers ; thus named, bec^ufe it contaiAs a gteat 
number of round ftones, the interior part of whichj 
confifting of a fparry fubftance, bias a great refem- 
blahce tp the pulp of a cucumber. Oriental fp- 
perftition confidci-s this- lu/us natura ^^ occafioned 
by a maiediftion of the prophet Elijah ; who, not 
being able to obtain from the proprietor one of 
thefe cucumbers t;o refrefh him, ordered them to 
i)e changed into ftones. The European pbilofo- 
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phetj who laughs at this fable, perceives here no- 
thing ftrange or uncommon. Abundance of the 
fame kind of ftones may be found in all the 
mountains of Syria. 

The edifices of this part of Mount Cartnel were 
4eftroyed under the efforts of the Arabs, who 
tranfported the materials of them to Damietta, 
where there are no ftones fit for building. 

At the diftance of eight miles from the promon- 
tory, advancing towards the eaft, you arrive at a 
certain part of the mountain, facing the weft, 
called by the Arabs Manfuir, and the Europeans 
^ the Place of Sacrifice, in remembrance of what 
was done there by the prophet Elijah. I mean, 
hi^ drawing down the fire of heaven on his facri- 
fice, in order to give the people of Hrael a ♦ifi- 
ble image of the true God, whilft the prophets of 
,Baal found their invocatiojis attended with no 
effea. 

In the neighbourhood there are forty grottpes, 
all cbnnefted together ; and thefe are the ftrong- 
eft proofs that we have of the exiftence of the an- 
cient anchorets of Mount Carmel. 

This mountain, fituated in Phoenicia, belong- 
ed, according to Calmet, on the northern part, 
to the tribes of Aflier and Manaffeh. Celebrated 
in fcripture by the abode which the prophets Eli-- 
jah and Eliiha made on it, Mount Carmel was no 
lefs diftinguiftied by the abundance of its produc* 
tions, and the excellence of its fruits ; but this fa- 
voured fpot jis at prefent covered with nothing but 
forefts. ..... 

It muft indeed be naturally fertile, fince various 
plants grow on it' without cultivation^ fdch as 
fage, wormwood, ru6, hjrffop, 'lavendier, andpar- 
fley : it produces alfo many flowers ; and amongil; 
others hyacinths, lilies, anemones, tulips, and ra- 

Jiunc^ulufles. - - '- - ^ ■ --- • • 

^' ' Some 



3JO TRAVELS THROV6H 

Some years ago two Geimaas came to AJsBitf 
Carmely for the purpole of coUedlng rare plaiit.8 ; 
and I have been told they went away very well (sU 
tisfied with the faccefs ot their expeditioni^ 

This place is extremely agreeable^ and above 
all to the fportfraan, on account of the nund>er of 
fowls and quadrupeds with which it aboaads^ 
Amongft the latter I obferyed ibme tigers. 

Since it has formed a part of the dominions of 
Baher Omar, it is freed from the Bedouin Arabs^ 
who with their chief wer^ <tifperfed throughout all 
the plains. On this mountain there was formerly 
a fortrefs called Ecbatane. Pliny tells us, tiiat it 
was afterwards called Carmel^ as well as the pro«^ 
montory upon which it was buiU;. 
VPythagoras was fond of mectitaiing in thefe fo- 
litary places ; and here he reviewed all hig thoughts 
before he communicated them to. the GrecUn 
fcHooIs. 

Viifpafian came hither to confult the oracle, 
which, according to Tacitus, had only one altafr, 
;«9ithout a ftatue or a temple* 

St. Lewis, King of France, p4d a vifit to Mount 
Carmel in i a54 ; and obtained from the Ibperior 
of the Carmelite fathers, that fix of his moid^ 
fliould accompany him to Eurc^, in order to efl^ 
^lifh themfelves in his kingdom. 

So9ie years before, a fmaU nuo^^er of them had 
come into 1 ufcany, as appears by feveral aathen- . 
tic moiiuments. 

It inay be eafily perceived, thatf this celebrated 
mountain had formerly on its fummit feveral mag- 
nificent edifices ; and the remains of them give us 
iiiU a grsmd idea of what they once were. £tn- 
ployed in co&flxu£iing more recent works^ whieh 
are now aUb mouldering to decay, thefe anei^t 
ruins have yet efca^ped the deflru^tive hand of 
time. An European architect would, have f^et* 

'•• ■ ,'.-'■; t64. 
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ted more than I, to fee rooft beautiful columns of 
oriental granite lying neglefted, while they might 
no doubt be employed for the nobleft purpofes. 

Since ignorance and barbarity have fucceeded 
the ages of ar^bite^lure. and &ke tafte, fucb co- 
][umns, covered with rubbifh or buried under ruins, 
may be found in all Syria, and particularly in the 
maritime places of that country. 

^ l^outd the idea^ of the beautifot and great ever 
be revi^€d in ibefe regions,, ncnr envtbpcd: trith 
darknefs, the hand of tafte wikk kaTenaaecafioa 
to open the fuperficies of the earth, to find models 
to^uide and direct themu 
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CHAP. XXXVL 



%OVrz FROM THE CITY OF ACRE TO THE fOR-^ 
TRESS OF GEDDIN, THE VlLLAOjE OF ZIB, AND 
THEIR ENVIRONS. 

. ''I HE fouthcrn gate of Acre opens towards a 
highway, and condudls to Bohattebe, (ituated on, 
a fmall eminence, which contains the ruins of an 
ancient temple, employed as a place of worfliip 
both by the Turks and Chriftians, but at different 
periods. 

Some paces further is a niofque, remarkable on 
account of its burying-ground, in which was in* 
terred a prodigious number of infidels, who pe- 
rifhed under the walls of Acre. 

y Taking another route towards the north, you 

\enter the plain of Acre, fruitful in corn, barleyi 

ijpulfe, and cotton. 

It was amidft thefe beautiful plains that Faul- 
ques I. King of Jeriifalem, Count de Ganci, and 
ibn-iri-Iaw to Baldwin IIL loft his life. Hurried 
away by the ardor of the chafe, he fell from his 
horfe, and fraftured his IkuU on the pummel of 
his faddle. Of this accident, which took place iii 
November 1142, a particular detaii may be found 
in the Hiftory of William of Tyre. 

After; travelling fix miles, you afcend a little 
hill on the eaftern fide, leaving on the right thdi 

)\ village of Abuffinau, which produces abundance 

jC^'' of cotton. I fliall fay nothing of Kuichad,*the 

^ I foi^ 
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foil of which is fo barren, that it fcarcely repays 
the hufbandman for the trouble of cultivating it. 

As you defcend from this little hill, you follow 
the highway for three miles, and then turn to- 
wards the eaft. Having afcended a fecond hill, 
which is a little higher, and walked the fpace of 
two miles in a very fatiguing path, you arrive at 
' the fortrefs ^of G eddin^ diftant from Acre a little 
more than eleven miles. 

1 Ihall always remember the Schick, or. Arab 
chief, who commanded this caftlc under Daher. 
The generous manner in which he received me, 
confirmed the good opinion I entertained of the 
hofpitality of the Arabs. Though unacquainted 
with me, and though I brought no recommenda- 
tion to him, he fupplied me, on my arrival, with 
all thofe refrefhments which are ufual among thefe 
people. After he had conduced me to a commo- 
dious lodging, he took care that my fervant and 
horfes fhould be provided with every thing ne- 
ceffary. 

I was luckily here prefent at a fcene which caulii 
not fail of being interefting to a traveller : I mean 
the Bairam, which' takes place on the 13th of 
July, and which is a very folemn day among the 
Arabs. At fun-fet I faw the governor with all his 
court fit down to table, and celebrate by a pom- 
pous repaft the joy of this Mahometan feftival. It 
may not be here improper to defcribe the manner 
of eating among the Arab Lords, which is a little 
different from that of the Turks. 

After the floor is covered with different pieces 
of tapeftry, a long table, raifed about a hand- 
breadth from the ground, and which is only two 
feet in breadth, is placed in the middle of the 
apartment, without a cloth fpread over it, and 
without any ornament. Several diflies filled with 
pilaw, or rice baked, without fauce, and a (heep 

roailed 
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roafied trfade wid) its bdly ftuficd^ compofe the 
firft courfe. 

If the number of peifons at table (houid amoujit 
to thirty, a fecond ineep is added. This principal 
courfe is foRowed by federal diflies containing 
i^oiled greens and pulfe, with meat feafoned in 
Tarious ways; and then comes the laft courfe, 
which confifts of fmall bafons of mitk rendered 
four by means of leaven. It is almoft ufelef^ to 
repeat here, that this ragout is called ieben. I 
have fpoken of it in the. chapter on the Arabs, as 
well as of that kind of thin ili-baked cake which 
ferves them inftead of bread, in fiich repafts as 
thefe Aey never employ knives, forks, plates, 
towels, or glaifes ; and I obferved only two or 
three wooden Ipoons, which were even not ufed. 
« When the diflies are ranged in order, the guefts, 
having wafhed their hands and pulled on their 
ffippers, approach the table with their ehief, who 
invokes the benedifUon of heaven on the feftival. 
£ach then fits down on the floor with his legs 
croffed, and a domellic breads over their knees a 
long cloth, which ferves the whole company. 
They then begin to eat without any farther com- * 
ptiments. 

TTie Europeans, accuftomed to ceremony, and 
above, all to deanlinefs, would not find themfelves 
comfortable at fuch tables. I doubt much whe- 
Aer their delicate ftomachs would not become 
fqueamifli when they law each gueft put his hand 
into the diflies, touch ail the raeouts with it ac- 
cording to his fancy^ and^ filling it with a mixture 
offlefliandpillaw, form it into Tmail ballf, and 
^en pYefs the whole into his ilfiouth. 

With regard to their beverage, which is al- 
ways w^ter, it is fupplied by the neareft domeftit, 
and is drunk from a cup made of bak^d earthy 6t 
z 4rocoa nut, and fcarcely ever from glafles. 

They 
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They remain a very fliort time at table, and rife^ 
all together to tTiank God for their good appetite. 
After again wafhin^ their hands, they retire to. 
another hall, where fome fruits are prepared, 
whfch form a part of the deffert. I remarked that 
iJiey are va^y moderate in the ufe of thefe fweet 
things, which are carried away almoft as foon as 
they are ferved up. Coffee and pipes are brought 
'in the laft place, with which they regale them- 
felves fitting in a cirde. 

The remains of their table are placed before 
their attendants, and from them are carried to the 
inferior feryants. But will the reader be able to 
gtiefs for whom the fcraps left by all thefe wretches 
ane lieftined ? Will it be believed, in thofe coun- 
tries in Europe which make it their boaft to pay 
the mpft flattering attention to the fair fex ; where 
they are tres^ted with all the refpeft due to queens ; 
where, when the tahl^ is loaded with the moft de- 
licate viands and the richeft dainties, nothing ap- 
pears ^ood but what is prefented by their fair 
hands, and where the mafter himfelf will not 
venture to touch the fmalleft article without their 
permiffion — that, amongft thefe barbarous people, 
what has efcaped the teeth of the iUthieft flave is 
carried to the women, and even to the miftrefs of 
the houfe ? Thefe women drink coffee, and fnlpke^ 
in the fame manner as the men. 

Though every body knows that the fpUowers of 

the Koran are forbidden to ;cat any animal coafi- 

dered in the OJd Te/lament ^s impure, they are 

perhaps ignorant that the prohibition of wine is 

not taken ifrom the law of the prophet, but from 

S another facrcd book called the Taalim ; and the 

* Mahometan who fliould be found to tran^rels tKis 

^ precept would 'be puriifhed in ihe mpft exemplary 

Tnanner. 

Th€ 
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The author of the Taalim founds the reafon of^ 
this prohibition on a ftory, or rather parable^'; 
vhich the Orientals often leiate in converfationv^ 
They fay that two angels, one called' Arot and the- 
other Marot, were fcnt in preferei^e to all others 
to govern the world, with expfefs orders not to 
drink wine. A difference happening to arife be^ 
tween a hufband and wife, who^ had befoi'e lived 
in the greatefl harmony ; the latter, who wiih^d 
to recover the affedion of her hulband, thought 
flie could eafily accompliih fo defirable an objeft 
by the mediation of the two favourites of heaven. 
She invited them therefore to her hu(band's houfe, 
I where they were received with every mark of 

i diftin&ion. Wine was prefented them in a cup, 

which they were not able to refufe from th^ beau- 
tiful hands that offered it. Is it not very cxcuf- 
able in celeftial beings to become mortal for the 
fake of a fine woman ? They tailed this liquor, 
which appeared to them to be delicious, and they 
drank too much of it ; fo that beconiing heated, 
and even intoxicated, they wiihed to repay their 
charming hoftefs for her kindnefs by certain marks 
of attachment which are in general more ufed by 
lovers than by hufbands. This woman, being 
chafte and faithful, found herfelf much eihbar- 
raffed ; and to get out of this dilemma required a ' 
.confiderable degree of addrefs. Under a pretence 
of curiofity, ihe aiked the two celeftial meffengers 
what words they made ufe of to procure a return'' 
to heaven. One weaknefs condu&s to another, 
when any defirable objeft is in view. The angels 
difclofed their important fecret ; and the woman, 
inftantly profiting by it, afcended to the throne 
of the Eternal, where in a fuppliant tone ihe ^x- 
pofed her complaint, which was heard with juftice. 
The Father of the univerfe did even more. This 
pure foul became a radiant fta^j and the prevari- 
cating 
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cadng angels, tied by the leet with large chains^ 
were precipitated into a well called Babih The 
Mahometans .believe that the Supreme Being will 
not change the feverity of tl^eir punifhment till 
the day of judgment. 

This finguUtf- hiftory is known only to the learn^ 
ed, and the dodors of the Mahometan religion* 
If any of the Mahometans are alked, and efpecial- 
ly thofe who are ignorant, whence arofe that pro* 
hibition from drinking wine, they will fay that 
Mahomet, one day paffing through a village, ob- 
ferved- that the inhabitants were celebrating fome 
feftival with great joy. Having found that a wedf^ 
ding and wine were the caufes of their mirth, the 
prophet in his wifdom judged that pleafure is the 
foul of life. He conceived therefore a great fond- 
nefs for that beneficent liquor, which enchants 
the fenfes by making us forget our miferies. But 
paffing next morning through the fame place, he 
faw the; earth drenched with human blood ; an4 
he foon learn'ed that the guefts, become mad by • 
excefs of wine, had attacked each other in a moil 
cruel manner ; that fome of them had been killed ; 
and that the greater part were covered with 
wounds. Mahomet, like a wife man^ now chang- 
ed his opinion ; and would have nothing to do 
with a pleafure^ the end of which is fo bitter and 
defbrudiye* 

He confequently advifed his followers to re- 
nounce wine entirely. 

The chief of Geddili, whofe repaft I have de- . 
fciibed^ wiihed in \m turn to fee me at table. 
As I knew that the Arabs are highly gratified when 
Urangers adopt their cufloms, I readily did foy 
;aul even abi):ajned from wine in order to pleafe 
chem. I had afterwards reafon to applaud myietf 
for this deference; which gained me his good 
^race^, as he permitted me to infpe^ every thing 

Vol. L Z ^ around 
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around his ^caftle, and was fo polite as to fend a 
party ojf his lords to accompany me. 

The following morning I took a view of the-. 
cnftic of Geddin^ which is partly built on the ruins ^ 
of the ancient fortrefs of Dmdin, poflei&d former- 
ly by the Knights of the Teutonic Orden In the 
neighbourhood there are a few habitations bdong* 
ing to Arab Mahometans, who are fubjeS to tM * 
feme chief. 

Situated on the borders of Mount Sharon, ta^ 
wards the eaft, this cidatel enjoys an advantage-* 
ous expofure, as it commands a view ^f various , 
hills ; of the plains of Acre, eqtially fictile and 
agreeable ; and of a large extent of fea., 

Mount Sharon, of which t fball give a ihort ae« 
count, belonged to the tribe of Alher. 

The chief ordered ten or twelve perfons of his 
court to condud me into his_garden, called Ged* 
din. It ftands at the diftance oT'jix miles from 
the caftle ; and the road to it is fteep and extreme* v 
ly bad ; but it has a row of trees on each fide^ 
tnat afl^rd an agreeable ihade. This garden ex-^ 
tends feveral miles in a fpacious vaHey abounding 
with excellent fruits, fuch as olives, almonds, 
peaches, apricots, and figs, A&umber of fbeama 
that fall from the mountains traverfe it, and/ 
water the cotton plants, which thrive well in this 
fertile foiir In this delightful fpot, one finds at 
certain di(iances feveral beautiful refervoirs of 
pure water, on which the Arabs fet a high v^lue. 
A well-choien collation was ptepaLrtd for me un-* 
der fome fhady trees, on the banks of a fmall ri* 
irulet, which ftill added to the pleafure I enjoyed 
from my repaft; After we had refreihed our<^ 
felves, we returned to thecaftle of Geddiii, where . 
I thanked my generous hoft for his ttberality aad 
attention. 

I took 
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{ took leave of him the fame day, about four 
hours before fun*fet ; and not without fome re* 
grct, as may be eafiiy imagined. He feemed to 
be a good deal affefted by my departure; and 
gave me letters of recommendation to his princi- 
pal fecretary iat Terfchia, a village diftant about 
fix miles from Geddin, where I flept. A kind of 
bower, covered with tne branches of trees, was 
conftruded for me in the open air, in order that 
I might repofe more commodioufly, becaufe it was 
then not poilible to inhabit the houfes on account 
of the exceffive heat. This village, it is true, is 
fituated on/Mount S^^ but fome fmall emi- 

nences that furround it obfbruft the circulation of 
the air, ahd render it very difagreeable in fum- 
mer. 

It abounds with water ; which adds greatly to 
the fertility bllts^tton^lants, its frsuNtrees^ and 
above all ii? johacco, wmcH is however not culti- 
vated with fo much care as it ought* If the inha- 
bitants paid as ihuch attention to this produdion 
as thofe of Gibelet, it might be brought to dill 
greater perfedion. 

I fhallfav nothing of, a hamlet fituated at the 
diftance ot an hundred paces farther, as it con- 
tains little remarkable but an ancient church, in 
which the Catholic Greeks fometimes perform di- 
vine fervice. 

Six leagues from this place is a very narrow 
valley, called Kerein. This valley is watered by 
feveral ftreams that fall Jrom the fumniitof.Moi)nt 
Sharonj and which are received into refervoirs 
highly worthy of notice. They are well difpofed, 
and conftruded in the form of towers. In pro- 
portion as they become filled, the water runs off 
by different channels, which put in motion a cer- 
tain numbei; of mills ; and being again united in 
Z a bafon« 
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bafons like the formcri thty are again difided % 

the fame purpofe. 

On delcending into this valley, which Inclines . 
towards the weft, you find feveral ancient edifices 
that appear to have been employed as mills ; but 
at prefent they are left expofed to all the injuries 
of the weather. 

The water which flows through all thefe diffe- 
rent channels, being united in the middle of the - 
valley, forms a fmall river, which abounds with a 
variety of fifh. Its ftream, however, which does 
not extent far, foon becomes weak, and lofes it^ 
felf among the gardens and fields of the .plain of 
Acre, till it reaches the fea, where all its fcauiter-' 
ed branches are coUefted. 

The neighbouring hills are covered with forefts, 
under the cool (hade of which one may walk in 
beautiful avenues of plane trees, that announce 
their antiquity by their fize* The abundant ftf earns 
whicb water this place, contribute as mqch as its 
ibady woods to render it delightful. 

Advancing the fpace of four miles, I was afta- 
niihed to obferve, on my right hand, a large 
churdb built ih the Gothic tafte, but elegant and 
noble : near its walls there is an edifice, which ap- 
pearad to me to have belonged to the minifter^ . . 
wbo performed divine fervice in it« Both thefe:- 
buildings ferve at prefent as a place of (helter for 
the flocks which frequent the furroundii^ paf- 
tures* 

On a neighbouring eminence ,1 perceived the 
famous caftle of Montfo rt, which belonged to the^ 
at^cient Teutonic KnIgEts. The road \o it is fo ^ 
ileep and rugged, that I could not have<:Umbed to^ 
it without the affiftance of the trees and bufhes^ 
with which the mount is covered.^ 
. Nothing rem^tins of it but heaps of ftones^ de-f 
ttoUibed habitations, and fome confiderable ruint^ 

Ida 
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t da not know whether this monument was^ajOt 
anterior to the Teutonic order: at leaft I was 
tempted to believe fp from its marble columns^ 
* fipvhich bear the marks of the higheft antiquity. 
But what aftoniflied me very much was, to fee 
upon thk eminence a prodigious quantity of mate- 
mis, which, on account of the fteepneisand nar- 
rownefs of the road, muft haye been tranfported 
thither with the utmoft difficulty ; or elfe the road 
iiiice that period muft have been greatly broken 
^nd damaged by the outrages of time. 

I could almc)ll'vVnture*tp fay, that the paffage 
to this caftle was by means of a d;-aw-bridge, fup- 
ported on one fide by the top of a mountain, 
which ftanfis qpppfite to the fouthern part of the 
building. A very conimodious path may be feen 
on it, which fuggefted this idea. If people fol- 
lowed i^ 4¥'^^f^9 ^\^^y ^puld fall into that deep 
hollow, by which t^e ,two fummits are feparated. 

The Arabs call this fortrefs of Montfort, the « 
Enchanted Cq/ile j and they told me that, ip 'the 
iiitcrior"part of the church, which is fuuated at 
fhe bottom 'of the mountain, there was a fubter- 
ranean paffage that condufted to the higheft part 
pf the edifice. To Be convinced of the truth, I 
jook a view of it ; butl found it almoft entirely 
ifilled up by the falling in of the earth, 

D.efcending from Sharon, ancj crofGng the plain 
of Xcre towards the weft, you meet with the re- 
mains; of feveral places which, by their remarkable 
ruins, feem. to have been of great antiquity. 
Amongft the number is the municipality of Bedar^ 
which Baldwin I. king of ' Jerufalem ceded to the 
bifhop of Bethlehem, as we are told by William 
df Tyre in his Hiftory of the Holy War. 

Having croffed this plain from eaft to weft, for 

u^'^bout the fpacc of fix miles, vou arrixfe^tZih, on 

l}\e borders of the fea. Amiaft the ruins which 

affert 
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allkrt the antiquity of this ancient city, may be 
feen a fortrefs of more recent date, defended by a 
finall party of foldiers* 

This Zib, known in the facred Scriptures under 
die names of Ach&aph and Achzibe, faw its king 
defeated by Jofliua under its walls. The diftance 
from this place to the gates of Acre ii reckoned* 
to be nine miles. 



CHAP, xxxvn. 



JOURNEY FROM ACRE TO THE CITT OF NAZA- 
RETH IN GAI.II.EI.' 

1 HE peaceful government of Daher, and his vi- 
gilance m expelling the Arabs from thofe. diftri^s 
4 that are fubjed to him, have rendered ail the 
roads to Galilee fafe for the traveller. Being p^r- 
fuaded -that I ihould run no rift, I conceived a 
ftrong defire of vifiting the moft celebrated plaqes 
in that province. 

Having enquired in what manner I could grati- 
fy this defire, I was informed that one guijde 
would be fufHcient for me during the journey; 
but I was fo fortunate as to meet with very agree- 
able people who intended to travel the fame way. 
Quitting Acre by the gate of Nazareth, and 
advancing a little towards the eaft, you find the 
ruins of a great many edifices, upon a pretty ex* 
tenfive mount, raifed by the Ottoman troops to 
fwft them as a l^nd of fortification during the laft 
K... . r. . , fiege 
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fiege of the city. Traverfing this very fertile plain, 
you arrive at a fmall hill called Telkiflan, where 
there was formerly a village of the fame name. 
In the neighbourhood are feen Miar and Damun^ " 
ihe extremities of which reach two narrow but 
delightful vaileyS) ornamented with groves and 

' wild ihrubs. The peafants who live in the ham- 
lets around, enjoy a moft pleafant iituation. On 
tlje right jQkands the cattle of Abelin, on, a beau- 
tiful, eminence } and a town clofe to it, which is 
governed by Jofeph Oniar, brother to the chief 
of Acre. 

A heap of ruins found here gives the traveller 
reaibn to coxijedture that it muft have been the an- 
cient Zabulon, facked and burnt by Ceftius the 
Roman general. The writers of that period in- 
veigh bitterly againft the matters of the world, 
whofe fury did riot fpare even this city, the rival 
of Tyre and Sidon both in the extent and magni- 
ficence of its buildings. 

It ^as afterwards the feat of a bifhop, who came 
to the council of Nicea in 325. 

The neareft valley, two miles iil breadth and 
Sixteen in length, which is well cultivated, and 
abounds with produ£bions of all kinds, is called, by 

. Its name. It contains thje villages of Benedie and 
Tabul. ^ 

Near this there is a beautiful fountain, which 

\ has aKo the name of Zabulon. My appetite had 
need of a poetical imagination, to create an illu- 
iion in the miferable and wretched inn found on 
the banks of this limpid ftream. Unluckily I am 
not a poet, and of courfe I made a very bad fup- 

^ per. The dittance from this fountain to the city 
^/^fof Nazareth is reckoned to be fix miles ; and the 

( journey from the gates of Acre may be performed 

1 in the fpace of feven hours. 

^ C H A E. 
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CHAR XXXVIIL 



OF THE CITY OF NAZARETH AND ITS ENVIRONS. 



Nazareth, a city of OaKIce, fo famous 
among the Chriftians, is fituated in longitude 
35® 23'' call, and latitude 30® 30" north. 

It held the third rank among the metropolitan 
cities dependent on the patriardi of Jeni£Uenu 

The Hebrews continued to inhabit it, in the 
tune of the Romans, till the reign of Conftan- 
ftine ; and after that epodi it poifikd alternatively 
from the Chriftians to the Saracens. . At prefent 
it forms part of the domains of the chief of Acre.* 
; This ancient city, deftroyed by fanaticifin, was» 
after its ravages, nothing but a miferable hamkt, 
oonfifting of a few Arab huts. / . . - 

bi the beginning of the laft century it was ima* 
gined that it would revive from its ruins, under 
die protedion of Faccardin, prince or emir of the 
Drufes, who permitted the mmii rftbcObfenmnce 
fio ered a mcMtaftery in it* . < ^ 

) The weaknefs however of that emir, whc^e 
death was faft approaching, gave the Turks an 
opportunity of recovering Nazareth ; and beiides 
enduring the tyranny of the Ottomans, it fuiFered 
a great deal alfo from the incurfions of the Axab87 

When it M iato thTlands oTDsSir-Cffiwr^ it 
wasfuffered to riecovera little of its feruKr tran-s 
fj^iiUty* That prince, who had philofophy eaough 
ii'M.i . w.- ^ ...^ -- .'•■.. to- 
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to rife above the prejudices of religion, and Itiffi- 
cient ab^tite to eiiable him to difcover, en the 
firft view, the mdrai' and pbyfical fituatioin of 
placed, thought it a matter" of feme importance to 
raife Nazart*th fronl its ftite of hurtiiliation- After 
ddiveritig it from the incurfiotis of the Arabs, he 
endeavoured to invite inhabitants to it; and to 
accomplifh this defign, he often paid it 1 vifit ; 
and, in preference to all the other cities^ in Gali- 
lee, livi^d in it feveral months of the yfear, taking 
care to adminifter juftice with as much fpeed and 
tfnpartiality as poffibte. 

Hi^ policy rightly forefaw, that the affeflion 
which itbe C^riftiansiiad for Nazareth would draW 
thither a gi^lttnutdber of them. On this account, 
he received them with open arms ; and, for then* 
convenience, enlai'ged fuch of the houfes as were 
«)o ftnall and confined;' In fliort, the liberty 
which he eftabliflied there appeared, in fome mea<- 
fore, to change the ftones of '^is mountain, na- 
turaHy barren, into men. 

- Having accomptiihed his wiflies, Daher gave 
over living cohiiaittly in the city. The palace he 
baih there i^ now only a fummer refidence; to 
which he comes to recreate himfelf for two or 
&ree months in the year. 

He permits the fathers of the Holy Land to re- 
ceive Jthe taxes and duties that are paid both by 
the city and particular companies. Thefe good 
monks afterwards tranfmit to him the whole 
amount, with the addition of a fmall fum which 
they pay him by way df rent. 

The houfes here are built of beautiful ftone ; 
and the ftreet which appeared to me, moft worthy 
of notice, was thslt which runs through the city 
from the weft towards the fouth. 
, In the caftern part there is a very beautiful 
dnireb) dedicated to the Virgin, which was for- 
i- . . - - -^ . merly 
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merly 4^e&TW$d by the SaiacoM, and retwitt %y 
the zeal of the Cenobitet. Before I entered it^ < I 
(topped fome time to view a finall fquare» which 
forms no ineanfiderable embelUOiment to the in* 
qMle of this temple. It may be plainly perceived, 
that it is built in a barbarous ftaie ; but it has 
Come merit, and fliews that the ardlut^ wias mot 
deftimte of true genius. 

The church cpniifts of three naves, divided by 
two rows of flone pilafters. That in the middle 
contains the princ^ral ahar, to which you afcend 
by two magnificent ftair-cafios, much admired for 
their iron baluftrades, formed, with great ikill by 
one of the monks belonging to the convert. Un^. 
der this alur there is a remarkable grptio, called 
the chapel of the Annunciation* 

Tou defcend to it by fteps of beautiful marble, 
which are cut with much tafte* It was in tbSs 
place, as is faid, that the venerable angel appear- 
ed to the Virgin, and brought her the orders of 
Heaven. 

Two beautiful columns of oriental gruiite (Irike 
the eye of the obferver in the entrance. They 
appear to have been conftru€ked both to fupport 
and ornament the grotto. The bafe ojF one of 
thMn is &> much broken, that it would have fallen 
to pieces before thi$ time^ had it not been fimd 
by meam of iron work to the roof. As the iron 
work however cannot be perceived on the outfide, 
the people imagine that it is fupported by a contlf 
nual miracle. 

The altar of this fubterraneanxhapel is extreme^- 
hf elegant ; and the diffisrent kinds of marble with 
which it is ornamented, receive an additional 
luftre from the combing light of fewral iilver 
lamps prefented by €hriftian princes. 

On folemn feftivals, the walls and the- pilafters 
are ornamented with various pieces of tapeftry^ 

°9. 
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bniylach arc reprefafited die myftcriws bf the Vir- 
'gin-«-a fu{>erb.prefe&t from the hoirfe of Auftrau 

I afterwards went to vifit the wh<de convent, 
witli all its dependencies. Being large and fpad- 
ous, it has a greater refembiance' to a fbrtrefs than 
a monaftic habitation, on acccnint of the height 
and ftrength of its walls. The gate is of iron^ 
and would refift the efforts of many hammers. It 
was a happy thing for thefe good Others, that 
they were thus fecured .againft the incurfion^ of 
the Arabs, who more than t>nce endeavoured to 
penetrate into their retfeat. I may add, that this 
religious houfe is a kind of city, in which may be 
found all the neceffaries of life. 

There are generally only twelve or fifteen monks 
belonging to this convent : - but a confiderabie 
number of pilgrims and travellers frequem^ it at 
all times, and are received with the moft gene* 
rous hofpitality. Two of thefe fathers, well ac- 
quainted with the Arabic language, perform di- 
vine fervice to the catholics of the city. Two 
odlers are entruft^d with the education of the 
youth, whom they inftrud in the Italian language; 
• fo that it is become familiar to the inhabitants of 
Nazareth. Th^t natural attachment which people 
have to their native country, was awakened in 
my heart when I heard my own tongue fpoken. 
I entertained a greater affedion for the good fik* 
diers who taught it ; and I imagined for a few 
moments, that I was in the midfi: of my friends 
and countrymen. The open and affable manner 
in which they received me, (till added to the plea- 
fure ariiing from this agreeable idea. 

I ihall not fpeak of the drefs of the Nazarenes, 
as it is much the fame as that of the Arabs, which 
I have defcribed. The veftments of the women 
being however different, I (hall give a Ihort ac- 
count of them* 
V They 
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^ They wear a TurkiA robe, theileeves of wMch 
are So wide «nd long, that ^ey abfolutely fwe&p 
the ground; and what makes them appear ftilf 
more iantaftscal is, the mixture of white and red 
bands of which they are comppfed. 

A robe entirely white, more gaudy colours In 
the fleeves, and a coarfe kind of embroidery, difHn- 
guiih the martiod from the unmarried women. 
Over this firft veftment they wear another of the 
fame kind of ftuff, which they bhid round th^ir 
middle with a broadieather girdle. The form pf 
the fleeves is the fame as that of the former. They 
generally go without flioes, and only very few of 
them ufe flippers. 

They cover their heads with a kind of flat bon- 
net, furrounded by feveral folds of Turkijh cloth, 
and long pietes of red filk, which entirely con- 
ceal their foreheads. It is tied behind Vith two 
lappets, one of which falls over the ihouldefs, 
whilft the other ferves as a veil to cover die mouth 
and the chin. 

* : This manner of dreflfing, ridiculous enougt( m 
appearance, is neverthelefs attended with advan* 
tages. By concealing from the eye almoft the 
whole body, it prevents beauty, which always 
lofes by being c^ferved too near, from becoming 
familiar ; it makes the men imagine graces and at- 
traSions in thofe who realty have none; and ^it 
tends to preferve that refpc& which the males 
ought to* (entertain for a weak fex, whofe modefty 
is their fureft and only invinie\ble defence. 

1 he Mahometans have no mofques at Nazareth, 
though it is fubjed to a prince who follows their 
religion. 

Daher Omar, whom intereft induced to favour 
the Chriilians, would not permit a muphti to re- 
fide in this city ; and to give a ftill greater proof 
of his attachment to their religion, he entruiled 

the 
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tW foverejgiiity of the country to t&e pnacipal of 
the coavent^ whom he did not difdain to ftyle a 
chjpf. 

In the wcftern.part of the city theteis a Chrif- 
tian church huilt, a$ is faid, on the fite of the an- 
cient fynagpgue where Jefus Oirift ihewed the 
Jisws the accompliflunent of the prophecies in his. 
pprfon. This j>kce ferved a loxlg time as a fheker 
for. flocks ) but at prefent it is in good repair. 

In the neighbourhood may be feea a fountain of 
excellent water,, which is^ however^ efteemed by > 
the people on aoolher account. They conje&ure, 
that it was contiguous to the habitation of the. 
Virgin^ and that it was uled by her* The idea^ 
in their mindly aulds greatly to tbe^ quality of the 
water. 

Some diftan<{{e th^ce may bt iben a krge ftone 
of a roynd foi;!^^ ciJled Chrift'^ table. It is pre- 
tended that he came hither more than ance with 
his. difcipies to eat. The inhabitants of Nazareth 
pay it a kind of worfhip, by burning perfumes 
and incenfe ^^ui|d it. 

At the diftance of a mile from the city, on. the 
fouthern fide, there is a mountain which che Arabs 
call Sein, and the Nazarenes /^^ Meunmin of the 
Precipice , becaufe the jews wifhed to precipitate 
the Mef&ah from it. On its tq> as found a fmali 
grotto cut out in che rock, in the form of a taber* 
nacle, to recal to the memory of men the miracu- 
lous power manifefted by the Son of God in ef« 
caping from the hands of the impious. 

The pencil of thefe barbarous countries attempt- 
ed alfo to preferve the remembrance of the fame 
thing in this fequeftered fanduary ; but the talents 
of the artift were not equal to his intention ; and 
I am of opinion, that he ought to have written 
at the bottom of his piece what it was meant to 

reprefent, 
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rcprefeat, in the fame maaner as tbe European 
painter who painted, a cock* 

lliere was formerly upon this mountain a cele* 
brated monailery, which is now deftrayed by the 
^and of time. Some ciftems, half in ruins, are 
the only proofs of its ancient exiftence. 

Oppofite to this (lands another mountain, which 
is feparated from it by a rivulet, and diftant about 
a gunflx>t. This ftream is fo much fwelled by the 
winter rain, that it inundates all the neighbour- 
hobd, and even part of the plaint of Galilee. 

Three miles from Nazareth, between the fouth 
and the weft, ftood the ancient city of Saffe,' Jafe, 
or Sa^e, of the tribe of Zab^lon. Nothing now 
remains of it but a few (hapfcleft ilones, which 
are not worthy the attention of the traveller. ' 

Prooeedii^ a little £uther, I obferveda defight- 
ful eminence abounding with productions of every 
kind. I advanced towards it with great eager- 
nels, and afcended it amidft the thick fhade form* 
ed by the vines, with which its beautiful fides are 
covered. The grapes were ripe, ^nd feemed to 
mvite the hand to pluck them ; which was a very 
fortunate circumftance, as I was extremely thirfty. 
On this happy fpot there is a fmall village, with 
a rural akar, to which the fathers of Nazareth 
come to celebrate the feftival of the apoftles. 
Their pi^, doubtlefs, could do nothing better 
than dedicate a temple to the Author of Nature 
in a place which he has fupplied with every thing 
nfisfui or agreeable. 
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JOURNEY FRQM NA2ARKTH TO THB CITI£8 OF 

Aft£R tiuverfmg fever^J plaias and hills on 
thjp norch dF.Nazareth^ you arrive at Cana in Ga- 
liiee, otherwife called Cana 'Minor. 

this city, fo well known by the famous miracle 
of water changed into wine, is at prefent only a 
very paltry village. I was even fni^prifed at the 
fmall number of inhabitants ^hom I £3und in it, 
efpecially when I faw the fertility of .the neigh<^ 
bouring fields, which were cov^ed with wheat; 
and barley. This place, like the reft of Galilee, 
is fubjed to Dasher Omar, who fends hidier, as 
governors under him, feveralagas, or Arab lords. 

I was very kindly received here by a poor ca^ 
tholic Greek prieil, whofe whple fortune was a 
fmall cotmge. He informed me, that the princi- 
pal part of the inhabitants of this village confided 
of various fedS), who were his countrymen, and 
that the remainder were Mahometan Arabs. Havi 
ing conducted me to a heap of ruins, he pretend- 
ed that thefe formerly had been the hall in which 
the marriage feftival was celebrated. .1 did not. 
wilh to contradid his idea ; but I plainly perceiv- 
ed that the remains of this edifice fhewed fome- 
thing like the form of a church. Nicephorus 
gives an account of it, and fays that it was built 
by St. Helen. 

It 
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It became afterwards a Mahometan mofque, tilt 
an earthquake occafioned univerfal devaftation in 
thefe eaftern countries ; when, bein^ demolifhed, 
it was abandoned to the injuries of the weather. 
It appeared to me^ hj thd bafes of fome of its co- 
lumns, that it muft have once been very beauti- ' 
fuh The good fathers already mentioned come 
hither now and then to perform mafs. 

On leaving Cana you meet with different viU 

hgesj fuch as T raan, Kan-Loup, and others,* in- 

'habited by CEriiUans and Mahometans. I fhall 

inot detain the reader with an account of them, 

becaofe they contain nothing rem^ki^le. 

All the places to the diftance of eight miles are 
called by the names of different events relating to 
the fatftory of Jefus Cfarift. Here you find tie 
FiMrfCwni in another place, that of tbe^Miil* 
HpUcatim tf Brsad\ a littie fardier, the Mwnfmn 
tfBioiitmUsi and, oa another fide^ ourS0vi^ur^j 
Table. 

At lei^^ you arrive at BethuUa, at prefisnt 
Safiet* This city, which in 1759 (aw ^Imoft all 
its' inludDatantsfwailoved. lip in the b<weis of 'ihe 
earth, ins been repeopled fmce that fatal period* 
' AU iia dti^Eens are Hebrewi^ ; or at l^eaft it .con- 
tains very few caiholic& h is govcgaied by wn 
of pabec's Ibm^ under die wBpefHg^n c^^ 
di^.» .... 

Yoa dnen reiurn to the plain, in order to af^r. 
cend a mountain, at the foot of whicji k. the city 
of Tiberias. ,; The neighbourhood of this place xi 
Tery badly cultivated, and abounds with wiJd aoi^ 
..oats, both birds and quadrupeds : among the lat^^ 
ter tfa^^ are a great many antelQ|)e&, which are a 
ipecies of fmall goats. 

The city of liberias uras one of the mpft con<^ 
fiderabie in Decapolis. Jt was built by Herod-* 

Attdpa* 
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Afttipa,' tetrarch of Galilee, *who liaiihed it Tibe- 
rias m honour of Tiberius Auguftus. 

Sitiiated toti^rds the fouthern part of the lake 
of Genezareth, it extended its ancient, walls for 
three thiies towards the fbuth, and in breadth oc- 
cupied all that fpace which lies between the fame 
lake and the mountains. 

This city fubmitted to Vefpafian, and r^eived 
amon^ its 'inhabitants all the jews who had efcap- 
ed tlie deftruftion of Jerufaleni. ' 

The Chriftians feized it in 1 1 ob, under Gbd-i 
frey of Bouillon ; but they l6ft if in 1 iSg; by th« 
treachery of Raymond III.- cotiht of Thotri^Ufe. 

It was the feat of a bifliop fufFragan to that of 
Nazareth, as long as the kings of Jerufalem were 
maftars of it. ' : 

^ At prtefent it is milch left than formerly ) beidg 
no* more ttein a mile in circumference. It i& of' a 
fquare form ; and I was tcfld that its walls' weri^ 
conftrufted by a Hebrew Wom^. ■- - ]' 

•It hals ;twd gates-; one of which lodks towarcfs 
the weft, anJtIie other towards the fouth* Thd 
latter is thfe fenalleft, and the piiIy*'o5e ufually 
open. ' 

The external appearaiice of this city gives rifa 
to the moft gloomy and nielancholy ideas. Had 
not the ferenity of the Iky rendered it almoft jm-^ 
poffible for me to be deceived, I (hould have ima- 
gined, when I entered it, that I was defcending 
to the habitaition of the dead, as its walb wer« 
biiilt of btpwn iron coloured ftoiieSj like thofe 
which the poets fay cdmpofe the palace of Pluto. 
. This difmal idea i» ftill more increafed in tbt 
interior pai^t, where nothing is td be obferved but 
mtfery and defolation. On one fide yoii fee ruinft 
half buried in the earth > and on the other^ ibme 
fhattered edifices converted info a kind of huts. 
About a hundred fhadows, who I was takt were 
Vol. L " ^''a the 
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the inh.al;>itant8 of the place, ilock wkh greal 
eagcrnefs around the traveller, whom they forvey 
with an air of aftoniQinient that is little calculated 
to iufpire him with confidence. 
/ ^fore the year 1759 this city was better inha- 
bited, .ai^d made a lefs melancholy appearance. \i 
contained fome very beautiful edifices and an- 
cient churches worthy of attention. The chief 
\ Selobi, Paher's fon, had ereded here a vaft pa- 
I lace in which he refided. But all thefe orna- 
n^ntSj the work of a long feries of years,' difap- 
peared in a very ihort Ipace of time. 

To.tKe weft of this city, on the borders of the 
lake, is a large church, which efcaped the ravage 
occafioned by the earthquake. It wa» afterwards 
long abandoned to the flocks 'which, took flielter 
in.it ; biit the Chfiftians had the courage to re- 
pair it, when Daher invited them to come and idi- 
habit the ruins of Tiberias* 

This religious plaqe feryes as an hofp^tal foi; 
Grangers, who are received in it in a very gene- 
rous manner. 
C^ W.hen the chief of Acre extended his vlftorious 
arms over this province, he took Tiberias without 
difficult) and converted it into a ftrongholdjbr 
hi» troops ; by which means he was enabled to 
^ watch the morions of the baihaw of Damafcus. 
. -- This Turkifli f;overnor came and befieged it 
f with .eighty tbouland men ; but Daher's fortune 
( and. his own inexperience obliged him, after ufmg 
every effort for eight months, to abandon an eafy 
\ enterptife, which would not have retarded the 
jatarch of an European s^rmy. 
: Without the city, on the northern fide, arife 
ihe ruins of a citadel which mufthave been impreg- 
nable. Situated on the fummit of a mountain, 
from which it commanded the city, it prevented 
the en^my from approaching that advantageous 

and 
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^d iihportant port ; and a fihgle ftone of it had 
not been injured by time, when it was involved in 
the cominon i-uin occafioned by the earthquake al- 
ready mentioned. 

The fea of Tiberias had different denominations 
at different periods. Sometimes it Was called the 
fea of Galilee, and fometimes the lake of Gene- 
zareth ; a name which was given it from a city 
bnilt between Bethfaida and C^pernaiim, belong- 
ing to the tribe of Naphthali. 

The mild and delightful water of this lake^ , 
which is ufed by the inhabitants of Tiberias, flow$ 
from the fources of the Jor and the Dan, at the 
bottom of the Anti-Libanus, where ftood Panea- 
des, called likewife Csfarea. This lake is confound- 
ed afterwards with the river Jordan, and both fall 
/^nto the Dead Sea. It is fix miles in breadth from 
\ eaft to weft, and about eighteen in length from 
Vjnorth to fouth. It is fometimes fubjed to great 
commotions, occafioned by a chain oiF mountains 
in the neighbourhood ; where th^ winds meeting 
with oppofition, and being driven violently back, 
eafily agitate the water, as it is too fmall in quan- 
tity to refift their violence. It is rare to find here 
any boats or veffels, becaufe its banks are barren 
and uncultivated. I was told that none had been 
feen for the fpace of thirty years. 

Several celebrated cities exifted formerly on this 
coaft; fuch as Capernaum, Bethfaida, Bethfan, 
Gadara, Tarichea, and Corazin, of which nothing 
i-emains but fhapelefs ruins. 
' This fea of Galilee is an objeft of veneration 
among the neighbouring Ghriftians^ as being much 
frequented by the apoftles, who often caft their 
nefts into it when they were only fimple filhermen* 
At the didance of a mile from Tiberias, on the 
nofth, there was formerly a town celebrated by 
A a a the 
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the \i£bnes of Vefpa^an^ wd of which Some vcl^ 
tiges may be iliU feen. 

This town was called Amuiaus^ which &gni&» 
the Bath, on account of its hot fprings. 1 wa£ 
ailured that they were endowed with th^ virtue of 
curii)ig feveral dif^afes, ^ . 

The water ;i(rue$ in great abundance from the 
bottom of a mountain near the lea of Galilee, and 
is fo hot, that it^is not pofTible to take a fmall 
ftone from it with the hand. At fpme diftanc^ 
fr6m their fource thefe fprings fill a. fmall refer* 
voir, which has been conflruded ai^d divided into 
baths* Th^ Arabs nitake continual ufe of them, 
^ they confider bathing highly ferviceable ta their 
health. Thefe waters afterwards refume their 
courf(?, and difgks^rge themfelves into the lake of 
Tiberias* . 

k i^ probablf^ that there were fprm^ly i^ tbi^ 
plaice (everal cpnynodiaus edifices^ frequented by 
this inhabitants of the neighbouring aties : bub 
nothing is feen a^ prefent except a miferable hut^ 
fcarcely capable of defending a perfon ixQta the 
injui:ie^ of th^ air ; and this even would not hav^ 
been earected, had not the chief of Tiberias been 
coinpelled» on account of fome indifpofuion, ta 
coi|)e hither £or the benefit of bathings Since 
that period, every traveller who pafles this way 
may ftop here and refrefli himfelf without cere* 
mony. • 

Having tafted fome of this water^ I found it 
brackifh and fulphureous^ It exhaled a difagree* 
able o^Q^^tj and left on my tongue a kind of fedi-. 
m^% which bad the colour of brick-duit. 
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Journey from tiberias to mount tabor, 
and thence to the city of naim. 



x-jOING from Tiberias towards the weft, you 
arrive atJEl-Net-Tefgiar, or the Place ofMerchanis. 
I was very, muclTilrock with the elegance and inag- 
nificence. of its walls* Ijicruiied with the moft 
beaatiful marble, whkh tiie hand of art has dif- 
pofed with i^uch tafte, they aniKnince at a diilancc 
an enchanted palace, efpeciaUy wheii the ftin (hines^ 
Aipon them. Being ftill depreffed by the difmal 
and metaachaly idea with which Tiberks hadin- 
TipiT^ji me, I found my fenfes awakened on a vieW 
of H-Net-Tefgiar ; 1 becapie much nimbler j and, 
reddi^bling my pace^ Invade hafte to enter this 
liappy retreat, which feemed to be the abode of 
indttftrioUs people* I was not deceived in my ex- 
peftation. El-Net-Tcfgiar is enlivened by a very 
fl ouri&ing coraingrce. A feiir is held here every 
Monday, which is refbrted to by merchants from 
various countries. It is well fiirniihed with cloth,, 
cattle, and provifiotis of every kind ; and in this 
refpefl: it is, indeed, not inferior to the richeft 
markets inXurope.. 

This place i& the rendezvous of the cat^vans 
which go to Craiid Caivo ; and the baftiaw of Da- 
niafcus ftops here with all his.iidurt,* in the jjourney 
which be makes every year to Jerufalem. 
. In the neighbourhood of this fortrefs there is 
a place called Siab-Jufisf^ that \i ti> fay,- J^epA't 
^ ' Well. 
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WelL The inhabitants of the country pretend that 
this was the pit into which Jofeph was thrown by 
his brethren, and from which he was afterward^^ 
drawn up and fold to the Egyptian merchants. 

Very near to Finchiar uanils Mount Tabor, at 
the diftance of about twelve miles from the city of 
Tiberias. It requires a full hour to reach its fum- 
mit ; to which one may afcend on horfebagk, 
whatever fome writers have faid to the contrary. 
This mountain is diilinguiflied by different names, 
fuch as Itabyrion and Taburium ; at prefent it is 
called, in the Arabian language, Gibelt^-Tor. 

The fituation of Mount Tabor is ifhoft deligEtfiil. 
Rifmg amidd the plains of Galilee, it exhibits to 
the enchanted eye a charming variety of profpedsi 
On one fide there are lakes, rivers, and a part of 
the Mediterranean ; and on the other a chain of 
little hills, with fmall valleys, (haded by natural 
groves, and enriched by the handa of the hufbandr 
man with a great number of uieful produdioni. 
Here you biehold an immenfity of plains interfpcrf- 
ed with hamlets, fortreflfes, and heaps of ruins ) 
and there the eye delights to wander over the fields 
of Jezrael or Mageddon, named by the Arabs 
Ebn^Aamer, which fignifies the Field of the Sons 
oFAamer. A little farther you diftinguifli the 
mountains of Hermon, Gilboa, Samaria, and 
Arabia the Stony. In (hort, you experience all 
thofe fenfations which are produced by a mixture 
and rapid fucceflion of rural, gay, gloomy, and 
majeftic objefts. 

It was upon this enchanting mount that the 
apoftle Peter faid to Chrift, // is good for us to be 
here : and let us make three tabernacles ; one for 
\theej and one for Mofes, and one for Elias. 

Flavias Jofephus, govCTnor of Galilee, caufed 
the fummit of this mountain, for the fpace of two 
miles ai^d a half, to be furtQunded with walls. 
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The inhabitants of Tabor long braved the pow- 
er of the Roman armies ; but being deprived of 
water, in confequence of the great heats, they 
were forced to furrender at difcretion to Placidu?, 
the general of Vefpafian. 

Several churches were built upon this mountain 
by St. Helen, who founded here alfo fome monaf- 
teries. 

Of the two mofl: remarkable, one T;yas dedicated 
to Mofes, and inhabited by Cenobites of the order 
of St. Benedia, who followed the Latin rites : the 
other was dedicated to the prophet Elias by monks 
^f the order of St. Bafil, attached to the Greek 
rites. 

The kings of Hungary erefted here alfo a pretty 
fpacious convent for fome monks belonging to that 
jiation, of the order of St. Paul, the firft hermit. 

Tabor was the feat of a bifnop, dependant on • 
the patriarchate of jerufalem. 

When Godfrey of Bouillon feizcd on this moun- 
tain, he repaired the ancient churches, which were 
beginning to fell into ruins. 

Under Baldwin I. in 11 13, the Saracen troops 
retook Tabor; and their fanguinary fury gained 
as many viftories as there were prielts and Ceno- 
bites. 

This mountain again fell into the hands of the 
Chriflians ; but the catholic ftaadard was' not long 
difplayed on it. Saladin pulled it down the year 
following, and deftroyed all the churches. 

The Chriftians retook it once more in 1253 » 
and their zeal made them rebuild all the facred 
places. At this time Rome being accuilomed to 
give away empires. Pope Alexander IV. granted 
Tabor to the Templars, who fortified it again. 

At length, in the courfe of the year 1290, the 
fultan of Kgypt deftroyed and laid wafte the build* 
ings (rf this mountain, which could nevic be repair- , 
«d afterwards ; fo that at prefent it is uninhabited. 

1 have 
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I h^TC defcribed the external appearance of Ta- 
bor i but 1 have faid nothing of its form and in- 
ternal extent. 

It has a perfeft: refemblance to a fugar-Ioa^ and 
IS covered wiih fmall trees from the top to the bot- 
tom. Its fummit is enclofed by the remain.s of 
thofe ancient walls already mentioned ; and within 
thefe forms a fmall plain of about two miles in cir- 
cumference, on which, according to evety appear- 
ance no buildings were ever ere&tdi 

I remarked, that all the houfes appear by their 
ruins to have been built clofe to the walL 

Amongft the ruins of the churches may be dit^ 
tinguifhed three very beautiful tabernacles, which 
m^de part of the ancient temple ere£led by St. He- 
len in memory of the transfiguration. 

In fevetal places there are cifterns deftined for 
the purpofc of collefting the rain water, becaufe 
there are no fprings on this mountain. Though 
the plain on the top is very much expofed to the 
fever ity of winter, I found it covered with odorife- 
rous herbs even in -the middle of that feafon. 
Great numbers of flocks and cattle come hither 
daily to feed on the rich paflures which abound in 
place. 

' A little. before my arrival here, a great many 
curious remains of uncient towers and palaces, 
which are now thrown down and fcattered by the 
tempefts, were oblerved on Mount Tabor. Bro- 
cani gives us an account of them, and adds, that 
,they ferved as places of (helter to lions and other 
lei ocious animals. I indeed perceived in the neigh- 
bourhood a great many tigers and wild boars j but 
I faw no lions, and I was told that there were none. 

Several .religious perfonages vifited thismonn- 
tairX) rendered famous, as I have faid, hy the mi- 
racles of Jefus Chrift. , It is no lefs frequented at 
prefent by multitudes of Oriental Chrillian^ with- 
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out diftinfUon, vhetber catholics or fchifniatic8. 

The fathers of the Holy Land come hither annually 
to celebrate the transfiguration. 

On defcending from the mountain, you find 
yourfelf bjBtween Saad and Tabur ; two Unpeopled 
villages, built, according to the moft probable con- 
jeftures, upon the ruins of the ancient Tabor. I 
remarked here the remains of a church, ereded in 
memory of the nine apoftles who remained in this 
place whe;i our Saviour afcended the mountain- 
Two miles thence is Naioi, a city of the tribe of 
IlTachar, fituated at the bottom of Mpunt Hermoa, 
on the northern^de.. It was near the gates of this 
city that our Saviour revived the only fon of a wi- * 
dow, and where he infpired Mary Magdalen to 
come and mourn for her fms- at his feet. 

Nairn at prefent is only a hamlet inhabited by 
. Chriftians, Mahometans, and Hebrews. The tra- 
veller finds no monument here worthy of his. curi* " 
ofity. 

The brook Cifon, of whkh I have already* fpo^ 
ken, flows near Nairn 5 and, dividing into two 
branches not far from the plain of Efdrelon, rung 
on one fide into the lake of Tiberias, and on the 
other into the Mediterranean fea. 

The valley of Efdrelon, which is called alfo Ma- 
geddon and Jezrael, is twenty mites in length and 
twelve in breadth. Several memorable events took 
place in this valley. Sifera, general of the troops 
of Jabin king of Canaan, was defeated here by the 
army of Baruch ; and Jehu, and Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, gained here two celebrated viftories over 
Ocozias and Jofias, kings of Ifrael. 

In returning from Nairn to Nazareth, diftant 
eight miles, nothing remarkable is feen but the 
beauty and fertility of the plaos, which the eye 
can hardly be fatisfied. with admiring. Among 
|b^ compaiiio^s of my journey was the procurator 
■ i ' o£ 
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of the Greek church eftabHihed at Acre, who vras 
begged at Nazareth to aflift at the marriage cere- 
mony of a young woman of his nation. We ai:l 
of us took a great pleafure in accepting this invita- 
tion along with him. I had already feen feveral 
marriages folemnized in Cyprus, accorciing to the 
cuflom of the Greeks ; but I was extremely dcfi- 
rous to fee the ceremonies praQiFed here upon this 
occafion. The reader will doubtlefs not be dif- 
pleafed with me for giving him an account of them. 
- The two parties having agreed to enter jnto the 
married Hate, which is often done SeFoje tbey^Jce 
each other, every thing reJpe£ling the contraft is 
fettled In an amicable manner between the families. 
The evening before the day fixed for performing 
the ceremony, the parents and relations of the 
bride ailembie together, and condu£t her to the 
bath. While fhe is bathing, they fmg in concert 
.around the place fome agreeable fongs refpeding 
the felicity and enjoyments of the conjugal union. 

When the happy day arrives, all the acquain- 
tances of the bride and bridegroom go in proccHi- 
on to the houfe of the young woman, about noon, 
in order to proceed thence to the church. 

In the mean time the bride, dreflfed out in her 
beft attire, feats herfclf in the middle of a large 
hall, where each of the women invited to the cere- 
mony pays her the ufual compliments ; which fhe 
receivejj with modefty, lifping forth a few words 
by way of anfwer. I wifhed alfo to pay her mine, 
and to offer up my vows for her with all that fervor 
which her natural graces and innocent air feemed 
to deferve ; but the men in this refpedt do not en- 
joy the fame liberty here as in Cyprus. 

When the time for performing the ceremony ar- 
rived, the bride \va8 conduced into another place, 
where tbete ilood an altar. 

I mud here obferye, that the Greeks appoint at 
dxeir marriages a godfather and ^ godxnother, 

who|i^ 
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whofe bufinefs is to dired the bride and bridegroom 
in the ceremonies, and to inftruft thenv in their 
reciprocal duties. 

Whilft fhe prieft is preparing the things necef- 
fary for the benedidion, the godfether and god- 
mother form the wreaths, compofed of olive 
branches interwdven with red ribbands, which are 
to be put upon the heads of the new married cou- 
ple. In the mean time the women raife their voices 
all together, to celebrate the approach of mutual 
Jtiappincfs. 

I'he bridegroom and his attendants, all decorat- 
ed with rich ornaments, advance before ;he prieft; 
and the bride gives him her hand, but according 
tp the Oriental cuftom. The bride places hcrfelf 
on the left fide, as that is the moft honourable, 
and receives the right hand of her intended huf- 
band. 

The deacon then pronounces the prayers, which 
are in tujns repeated by the papas, or prieft ; and 
the auditors every now and then interrupt hira 
with the words Kyrie-Eleifon and Amen^ perfuming 
with incenfe fom^times the huiband and fometimes 
{he wife. 

During this interval the garlands, are bleffed ; 
one of which the godfather holds over the head cf 
jthe bride, while the godmother holds the other 
over that of the bridegroom. The nuptial ring 
being alfo blefled, the papas firft puts it upon the 
fmall fingdir of the right hand of the man, and af- 
terwards upon that of the woman ) and this foiv 
mality muft be repeated three times. 

When this is' finiftied, the new married couple 
walk roand the altar, followed by their fathers, 
while the priefts thunder forth fpiritual fongs, and 

iths two families throw handfuls of corn into the , 
air. This indicates the profperity and abundance 
vrhich tliey wilh to chem and their defcendajits. 

Tlie 
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The papas afterwards prefents the hulband with 
a bit of bread dipped in wine, which they eat to- 
gether ; and having emptied the cup they throw it 
on the ground, in order to break it. 1 his is the 
lad ceremony pra£tifed in the church. 

When they return home, the new-married wo- 
man dances once with her hufband, but never 
with any one eife. A ball is then commenced by 
theguefts, who are entertained with coffee, Cyprus 
wine, cordials, and fweetmeats. When the hour 
arrives for leaving the new married couple by 
themfelves, every body retires, and care is ta- 
ken not to interrupt a tete*a>t£te fo well employed. 
It is a general cuftom, in all the countries of the 
Levant, to expofe, the morning after the union, 
the marks and proofs of confummation, which the 
parents and intimate friends of the new-married 
couple never fail to infpe.£t. Thefe fimple and 
credulous people are fully peri'uaded, that it is pof^ 
fible to diftinguifh by thefe marks whether the wOf 
man was really a virgin. 

I (hall here add, that priefts may marry when 
they have received deacon's orders, to which they 
are not admitted before the age of thirty* Their 
fpoufes take the name of papadiesj which mieans 
priefteffes, or the wives of priefts ; but if the latter 
die, they are not allowed to enter into the matried 
ftate a fecond time. 
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JOURNEV from NAZARETH TO SAFFURE AND 
SCIEFAME.R, AND THENCE TO ACRE/ 

Departing from Nat^areth on the northern 
^ficte, and turning afterwards to the weft, you ar- 
rive at a plain in which there is afmall mouritain. 

H^fte you find a .yillage called Saffurgy whicli 
was formerly the city of Sepphoris^the firu of all 
thofe of Galilee in the tribe of Zabulon. It wa^ 
called at different times Saffure and Diocefarea. 

It was only a citadel in the time of Gabinius the 
Roman general. 

Antigonus, the fon of Ariftobulus, rendered 
himfelf mafter of it ; but he v/afi expelled by Herod 
the great, fon of Antipater. 

Some years after, one Judas came and eftablifli- 
ed himfelf in it with a troop df banditti whom he 
commanded. 

It was again fubjcded tp the power of the Ro- 
mans by the arms of Varo, who reduced it to aflies, 
and carried away all its inhabitants in order to 
make them (laves. 

Herod-Antipa rebuilt it, and fortified it with 
entrenchments, whjich rendered it one of the moft 
important places in Galile.e. 

Ceftius Gallus, the governor of Syria, fent Ce* 
fenius before its walls to chaftife the rebellious He- 
brews, who terrified on his approach went out to 
meet him, and to implore mercy. 

This city was no l^s intimidated by the viftories 
ofVefpafian, and opened its gates to him, begging 

him 
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him to leave a garrifon in it of fix thouftnd foot 
and a thoufand horfe. 

Thefe are all the accounts I was able to colled 
refpeding this ancient city, which was deftroycd 
and facked in 1339 by the fury of its own inhabit 
tants, who took up arms againfl each other. 

The ruins ftill to be feen in Saffure evidently 
announce the exiftence of a targe city. I conjec- 
tured, from fome remains of its walls, that it might 
have belonged to the Lalin Chriftians when they 
feigned in thefe countries. At leaft no monti* 
ment of higher antiquity is to be found. 

In the eaftem part may be feen the ruins of a 
churchy which mud have been extenfive and mag- 
nificent. As long as it was entire, the Mahome- 
tans ufed it as a mofque ^ but they afterwards aban- 
doned it to the Ghriilians, who dedicated it to St, 
Anne* 

I remarked in the neighbourhood marble chapi- 
ters and pieces of fiuted columns of the Corinthian • 
iorder, which were undoubtedly the remains of 
Ibme ancient palace. 
"Saffure, as I have already faid, is now only a 
village, fubjeft to Daher, inhabited by Arabs and 
a fmall number of Chriftians. 

On departing from this place, I turned aiide 
from the ufual route, which conducts to St. John 
of Acre. Being defirous to furvey the country, I 
took great delight in traverfing the fields ; where I 
law abundance of corn, barley^ and cotton^ which 
were well cultivated By tBejeaj^nts^: ^"""^^ 

After I Bad traverfed feveral plains, and afcend- 
ed to the top of different little hills covered with 
oUyes^ I arrived at the village of SciefjaLCQer, fitu- 
*ated upon a fmall mountain to the weft of ^the city. 7 
of Acr e, frorn which I judged tl^at it was not above * 
twelve miles diflant. 

Several 
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Several ruinous edifices induced me to believe, 
that this village was formerly a place of confidera- 
ble note. , 

It is very populous, and its inhabitants for the 
mod part are Greek catholics. Paher Omar farms 
put the revenues, or taxes, of it to a perfon .de- 
fcended from one of the principal Chriftian ftimi- 
lies, to whom lie gives the title of Schiek.^ 

The cotton of Sciefamerls confidered as the bed 
of the province, and is fold amongit the m^rcHajafs 
of the city of Acre. 

On defcending from this hill I entered a beauti- , 
ful plain, which (Iretches as far as the fea. In my 
way I examined the marfli of Cendevia, from which 
the river Belus takes its fource, and afterwards re- 
turned to Acre. 

. At this pioment, when reviling my travels, my 
imagination carries me back to Galilee, a province 
delightful by its fine fituation ; by the fertility of 
its foil, the fprings and rivers that watefftV^and 
the avenues of wild jrees by which it is fliadfid. 
On beholding the verdure of its meads and its 
groves, always frefli and always animated even 
in I he middle of winter, one would be induced to 
believe that this enchanting couutry.jeft]oj^s an etj^i? 
nal fpring. 

It would be more proper than ^ny other part of 
the world for becoming the feat of the fciences, X)f 
the arts, and of the mufes. The antiquary and 
the poet would be here gratified ; becaufe the for- 
mer would have abundance of ruins to itudy, and 
the latter would find flowers to cull at every feafon 
of the )^^r. 
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JOURNEY TO TYRE^ ■ . . 

Before I returned toTufcinyj I ti^8 defirotr^ 
of vifiting the facred places of Jerufaieto, and of 
viewing in my way fome more of the cities of Syria 
and PaJeftine. 

I embarked therefore on board a fti6w thaft wals 
bound for Tyre, at which we itrived after a (hort 
voyage of three days. 

Before I fpeak of this place, I think it prdpef to 
inform the reader, that all the commercial cmes 
on the coafis of the Levant, and patrictflarly on 
)thofe of Syria, are called Echellej *, which figtti- 
[ fies a place convenient for the landing of mei^chani- 
/ dize. This name of Ecbelles is given f Hete hhta 
/real ladders made in the form of a bridge, which 
\are ufed for facilitating an approach to the land. 

Tyre, a dty of Afia, on the coaft of Syria, fe 
iituated under the fifty-fourth degree of e^ft Ibnrgi- 
tude, and the thirty-fecond of north latitude. It 
was comprehended in the diftrift of the tribe of 
Aflier, though the Ifraelites were never cbftlpletely 
mafters of it. According to Ezekiel, it Was^at 
the fame rime one of the moft celebrated cities of 
Phoenicia ; as we find in the defcription which he ^ 
has given of its grandeur and riches. 

There were two cities of Tyre, the otdeft of 
which was called Palatyrus^ and the other fifmply 

* EibelU^ in French, fignifies proper!/ a ladder. T. 

the 
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the city 6f Tyre : the former was fituated on the 
continent, and the other in an ifland.' 

The Tyre of which Jofhua fpeaks muft have 
been the ancient city ; fince Jofephus the hiftorian 
tells us, in his Jewilh Antiquities, that the city of 
Tyr^ was built two hundred and forty years before 
the temple of Solomon, confequently two hundred 
years before Jofhua. But 1 am of opinion that the 
author of the Jewilh Wars alludes to the renewal 
or augmentation of the firft Tyre, as the new was 
not built in the time of Solomon- 
. This city, according to Ifaiah, was built by the 
Sidonians ; and on this account it i& called the 
daughter of Sidon. 

Juftin, who thinks it pofterior to Sidon, fays, 
however, that it was founded by the Sidonians. 

Nebuchadnozor took it and deftroyed it ; but 
this event gave rife to a variety of opinions ; ibr it 
is not known whether the city raifed by that prince 
was Palatyrus^ or the new Tyre. The prophets 
had foretold its deftrudion and revival ; but as 
Esekiel had exprefsly announced that the ancient 
city would never rife from its ruins, themoft judi- 
cious writers agree in thinking that the total de- 
ftruction of Tyre concerned the firft, and its re- 
vival the fecond. However this may be, this fe- 
cond Tyre continued to be. famous and celebrated 
by its navigation and commerce. 

Syria and Phoenicia had been fome time under 
the power of Alexander the Great, when he made 
preparations for the conqueft of this place. Biiilt 
in an ifland, it was feparated from the continent 
by an arm of the fea half a mile in breadth- The 
conqueror made feveral unfuccefsful attempts to 
take it : but he at length formed a projefl: worthy 
of his enterpril^ng fpirit ; which was, to fill up the 
ftrait, and unite the ifland to the continent. His 
troops, therefore, began to throw into the fea 
Vot. I. B b ^ ftones. 
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ftones, trees» and earth; and, having by dicfe 
means fubdued the vave«» rai^. a foJid. mound 
capable of fuflaimng machines and warlike engines. 
But, notwithilanding the fucceis o£ this bold mea* 
fure, Alexander's projed had almoft nufcarried 
under the ixfalls of Tyre, which w^s yigoroufly d^-> 
fended by its inhabitants. He had evea begun to. 
abandon the fiege, when Pythag^ora^ king of Cy-. 
prus came and revived his nopes with a aumeroufi, 
fquadron of fbips. The city, now attacked on 
both Hdes, was taken in the feventb ttiopik after it 
had beeu befie^ed. 

From the kings of Syria this city paiTed intq the 
hands of the Romans. Adrian repaired it, and 
made it the metropolis of theprovince» of which it , 
was alfo the. moil commercial place. 
^ The emperor Severus rendered it a Roman colo-^ 
ny, and granted it the laws of Rome, as a reward, 
for its. fidelity and attachment to the rgpublic. 

After being in the poflellion of the Romans^ it 
came into that of the Arabs, who kept it for ^ I^ng 
time. In iiiait was befieged by Baldwin 1. Se- 
cond kin^ oJF Jerufalem, whom it fprci^d to retirq 
from before its walls* 

Baldwin IL took it in 1 124, after a fiege of five 
months. , 

Saladia at&cked it in 1 188, but failed in his pr^ 
terprife. , ... 

In 1289 it was ob%ed to yield to the vigorous 
effbns of thefultan of Egypt, agaiiift who^ it held 
out for three whole, npionths. This barbatxi.ns con* 
queror, accuftom^d to fport with the .mojft folemn 
engagements, refpej^ed for once tlibevOf^nditions 
tmf the treaty entered into on this qccafion^ He 
therefore permitted the Chriflians to retire to Pto- 
lemais ; and the reft of the citizens, following their 
example, would not remaiii amidft the ruins of a 
city which dliey had feen flourifhing. Thus was 

the 
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the oriebrated Tyre 34>and9ne(J, never more to rife 
from its misformnes. 

We read in tl;ie poets^ that Cadmus w?8 the fon 
of Agenor, king of Tyre. The author of the 
£neid tells u$, that Eliza^ or Dido, \?a$ defcended 
from Belus,. another king of this city ; which Ihe 
quitted in Order tb avoid the tyranny of the bar- 
barous Pygnialion, who bad polluted his hands 
with the Hood of Sichaeus her hufband* 

We muft ho'wever fet afide the opinion of -the 
Mufes, which ts almoft always fabulous. Hie 
facred fcriptures reckon amongft the number of the 
iUuftrious men of Tyre king Hiram, the friend of 
David and Solomon, who gratnted the cedars of 
Lebanon for building the temple of Jerufal^m. 

The young child Abdemon, whofe early genius 
folved all the problems propojR^d by Solomon, yr^s 
born at Tyre. 

AppoIIonius, the Greek hiftorian, who lived in 
the hundr^sdand eightieth Olympiad, was a native 
of this dity. 

It was the birth-place of Ulpi?n, the celebrated 
lawyer, worthy by his talents of bring the tutor and 
Xecretary of Alexander Severus, Happy had not 
ambition raifed him to the firft rank among the 
Praetorian guards, who ijiurdered bira ! 

William of Tyre, thus named becaufe he was 
archbifhop of it, was born here alft>. Some wri- 
ters pretend that he was a German; and others 
fay that he w^s a Frenchman ; but they are mifta- 
ken. William pf Tyre, when a young man, came 
to (ludy in the Weft, it is true ; neverthelefs it is 
certain that he was a Tyrian^ In 1 179 he affifted 
at the council of the Lat^an, the ads of which he 
revifed. He wrote a Hiftory of rbe Holy War, 
which is much efteemed on account pf it^ J^delity 
and exailnefs. When the Chriftians were perfe- 
cuted by the emperors, the ^ity pf Tyr^ fufiere4 
Bb a mpi^ 
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more than any other. The viftims who fell a fa- 
crifice there to the fury of fanaticifm can hardly be 
numbered. Nothing can be faid of the Tyrians 
that is not already known ; for abundance of wri- 
ters have given us very fatisfaSory accounts of the 
arts and Iciences which thefe people invented -, of 
the importance they acquired by their navigation 
and induftry ; and of the extent of their commerce, 
which was carried on even in countries very little 
frequented at that time. 

-To give an idea of the glory of Tyre, it will be 
fufficient to mention, that among the number of 
its colonies it reckoned 'I'hebes, Cadiz, and Car- 
thage, the rival and enemy of the Roman arms. 

The Tyrians ferved under Solomon in the fleet 
which he caufed to be conflrufted near Eloth on 
the Ihores of the Red Sea, and which he fent to 
Ophir. Hercules was the principal deity of Tyre, 
in which a temple was erefted to him. The piety 
of the public had enriched it with curious and valu- 
able prefents, which all became a prey to the ava* 
rice of Caefar. Thofe who are enemies to their . 
own country will not refpedl the Gods. Csefar, by 
committing a facrilege, wiflied to punifh the Ty- 
rians for their generous hofpitality to the unhappy 
fpoufe of Pompey. Such was the man whom hii- 
tory reprefents to us as. a hero ! 

This city erefted altars alfo to Jupiter Olympus, 
which Conftantine the Great caufed to be deftroy- 
cd with all the monuments of paganifm. 
- The celebrated Origen, born in Alexandria in 
the year 185, died at Tyre in 2^6. Hismaufole- 
um was ftill to be feen there in the twelfth century. 

Two famous councils were held at Tyre ; th« 
firft in 335, when St, Athanafius was ftripped of 
his biflioprick, and banifhed from Alexandria ; 
and the other in 448, the refult of which was to 
abfolve bifhop Ibas, accufed of fupporting the er- 
rors of Neftorius. 

In 
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In 513 fome prelates held a fyn9d here, and 
gave their fandion to the legal afts of the council 
of Conftantinople. 

Tyre wasthe featofanarchbilhop, fubjedtothe 
patriarch of Antioch, and had fourteen fuffragans 
dependant on it. Innocent 11. afterwards ordered 
that this church {hould pay obedience to the patri- 
arch of Jerufalem ; but he referved to it, at the 
fame time, all the rights which it had enjoyed un- 
der the former. 

This city is called at prefent Sour, an ancient 
name formed from the Hebrew Zor, Sor, or Tfor, 
from which th^ Greeks derived the word Tyr«, 
and the Romans that of Sarra. . 

Our finp caft anchor in the harbour lying to- 
wards the north of the city,, from which it is dif- 
tant about half a mile. It is defended on the weft 
by different quickfands, which in fome meafure 
unite it with the city. On the eaft it is fccured by 
the continent ; and it may be faid that it is equally 
fafe and convenient for veflels of every kind. 

Before llanded I obferved the form of the pe- 
ninfula, which appeared to me have a great refem- 
blance to a hatchet, the neck being the ifthmus by 
which it is connefted with the continent. The an- 
cient city occupied almoft the whole extent of the 
ground ; but Sour is at prefent confined to a very 
fmall fpac^. We found great difficulty in getting 
on (hore, and were obliged to employ a boat in or- 
der to enter the interior port, which I fhould rather 
call a wet dock of a circular form. 

This entrance was much eafier when the walls of 
the city fubfifted; and a commodious mouth was 
found even between the eaft and the weft, which 
was defended only by a large chain : but at pre- 
fent, fmce the whole walls have fallen into ruins, 
the city cannot be approached except by a boat, or 
iome Qther very fmall vefTcl. Large heap^ of ftojnes 

Kavc 
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have tambled into the tt^ter, and have confeqifent* 
ly diminiflied hs depth. 

I was not a little furprifed to bbferve attddll thefe 
rmm a heap of colomns of oriental granite 6f ared 
and frrtj colour, with a prodigious quantity e^f 
marble fragments 6f different kindd. i imagined 
that thefe were the remains of the aneieht walls, 
. which greatly excited my admiration ; and in my 
opinion thig city formcfly muft have containtrd 
fome very fuperb monuments, fince its walU ap- 
peared to have been conilrufted of materials fa 
valuable. I was however t6ld that thefe ruins 
were brought from fome diftance, aiid that they 
bad been thrown info that harbour by the Arabs, 
to render it inaccefltblc to galleys and other vefTels. 

Tyre was the ftrongeft place of • Syria, even in 
the latter part of the time when fl *was in the pot 
feffion of the Chriftians. It had only cfne gate <m 
the land fide. Two very folid walls defended it 
towards the fea ; and three 6thefs much thicket^ 
with broad deep ditches, furrounded it towards 
the continent. It was likewife flanked HI tcyund 
with ftrong towers and formidable baftions. 

How different at prefent the fate ^f this fambuis 
city from what it was formerly ! The fury off war 
and the outrages of rime have fo deftroyed the 
marks of its ancient glory, that the traveller can 
fcarcely diftinguilb the circumference within which 
it flood. Every thing has difappeared, even to 
the foundations of the edifices ; or at kaft the lit- 
tle that remained of them has been employed to 
conftruft Tome houfes and a few fortifications, 
which the Turks erefted. A garrifon of Ibldiers h 
kept here; under the comtnand of a goterhor wb<x 
rcfides on the fpot. • 

You enter Sour by two gates, which are ill built, 
and, abov^ all, very narrow^ One of them oppo- 
fite the fbrtrefs looks towards die north, ina the 

■' ■ . ^ other 
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ottier towards the. e^tft : the latter was conflrufked 
by the chief Hanzer. 

On the ieaiiem fide of the city you find fome re-* 
maifi$ of the aDipii^^t cathedral, which, according 
to Eiifebius, ^furpalTed in beauty and magnificence 
all the churches pf Phcenicia. 

The body jof the church was built in the Gothic 
(lylQ, as well as the two high towers over its aifles. 
Some part of the ftairs is ftill remaining, which 
were cpnftruded in a wiQding form. 

The imeriorpart was divided into three, naves, 
leparated by different rows of pilafters. 

By feveral pf their chapiters I concluded that 
they were of the Corinthian order, and confequent._ 
ly very different from the exterior form of the 
church. > . 

In the neighbourhood I faw, amidil a heap of 

' iparble fragments«i fome other columns which had 

vbelpnged. to this religious edifice. They appeared 

.lt^;me to b€^ of the mod beautiful oriental granite. 

On meafuring them, I found them to be twenty- 

feyen feet in length. My attention was principally 

fixed upon tlnee pf them, forming one group ; 

ihewprkmanfii^ of which, equally noble and in- 

gcnipus, rendered rtiem undoubtedly worthy of a 

better fate. I ^onjeftured, from the inequality in 

the height of the ground, that there were many 

more oT them lying broken and mutilated in the 

fame place. 

This church was celebrated for the tomb of the 
emperor Frederic L calledBarbaroffa, who died in 
I i^o,* 

A^m^eiic VL king of Jerufalem, married here 
the princefs Mary, gran<4*daughter of Emanuel 
empero^r of Conftanti^ople, as we are informed by 
William of Tyre. 

The catholic and Tchifmatic Greeks hav? here 
feveral churches. 

The 
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The Mahometans are the only people who have 
here no places of religious worfhip : but the new 
chief had refolved to ereft a molque, which .per- 
haps, is flill exifting, 
^ In Sour there is a bazar, or a market pretty 
well fupplied with provifions, fluffs, and other 
neccffaries ; together with a public bath, and an 
indifferent coffee- houfe. 

The cuftom-houfe is fituated in that part of the 
city which is neareft to the port. It is under the 
direction of an aga, or Greek lord, who receives . 
the duties impofed on different kinds of merchan- 
dize when exported or imported. 

I muft here obferve, that the merchants pay no'- 
v^ thing to the fchiek Hanzer on account of thofe car- 
goes ; which, b^ing deftined for the port of Sour^ 
do not enter or pafs throuoh the city, 

European veflels bound for Seyd generally touch 
at Sour, where they land their cargoes, which 
are afterwards tranfported along the coafts in fmaH 
boats. 

It would appear to be juft that the duties here 
ihould belong to the chief of this port ; but the 
bafliaw of Seyd pretends that they are due to hint, 
and he exads them with the utmoft punfiuality. 
It is probable that fchiek Hanzer will fome day 
or other grow tired of Ihis condefcenfion towards 
the bafhaw, when theforceof arms permits him tp 
demand from the Porte liberty and independence 
throughout the whole extent of his government. 
About five years ago he appropriated to himfelf 
^ the poffefllon of this city ;' for which he agreed to 
pay the Grand Signidr a certain tribute according 
to his pleafure. In virtue of this contraft he en- 
joys, befifles, thofe taxes which are levied from 
the city and neighbourhood.. The fchiek is an 
Arab, born in the country of the Metuales. 

. ' ' ~ ■ This 
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. This chief had terrible difficulties to encountet 
before he rendered himfelf entirely mafter of the ; 
country. His countrymen even long haraffed him^ 
and repulfed him fometimes with confiderable ad- 
vantage : but a decifive vijftory, which he gained 
^in 1 766^ put the city again into his hands ; and 
Reentered it as a conqueror, who will liften nei- 
ther to the diftates of mercy nor of policy. In his 
fury he facked all the houfes, and plundered the 
inhabitants of every thing that they poffeffed. As 
Sour, open on all (ides, might hp eaifily taken by 
affault, Hanzer caufcd fome walls to be fpeedily 
raifed on the ancient ruins ; and this work was 
not finifhed when I arrived in the city. The wpft- 
em part being built on a fmall hill, in the form of 
an amphitheatre, the- new chief thought proper to 
take advantage of its fituation. CoUefting there- 
fore all the workmen in the neighbourhood, he 
conftrut):ed there a kind of fortrefs, which he in- 
tended to inhabit with his garrifon. In this place 
there Is an old tower, in Very bad condition, but 
capabk of being repaired, and of making a confide- 
rable defence. I paid a vifit to Hanzerin this new 
habits^tion, and found him fitting amI3ft the ma- 
terials, with five or fix of his attendants, who were 
fmoking and drinking coffee, according to the 
eaftern cuftom. 

He wifhed to know from what country I origi- 
nally came, and what motives had induced me to 
travel : he then made me fit down at his fide, and 
prefented me with a pipe and a difli of coffee, in 
order that I might bear him company. It may be 
readily iniagined, that he alked my opinion ref- 
pefting the defign he had of erefting a new fortifi- 
cation. The manner in which I fpoke to him con- 
cerning it flattered him much ; and it was owing 
to this condefcenfion, and his polite |>ehaviour to- 
. \vards me, that I remained fo long in this city. 

Sour. 
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Soar, ^fter its delbudion, va$ never able to rife 
to its former population, as it v/iL$ impoffible for 
commerce td be revived there, amidft the conti- 
nual troubles which it experienced from its neigh- 
bours. Harafled fometimes bv th^ Metuales. and 
s/ fometimes by the bafliaw of seyd» it. ferved as a 
theatre for the atiimofity of various parties. Han- 
sser however endeavourrato heal its wounds. He 
promifed every poffible advantage to fach foreign 
families as might be inclined to fettle there, and 
an exemption from the payment of all taxes for 
the fpace of five years. Every perfon *as allowed 
to take from the ancient ruins flones fiifEcient for 
building a houfe ; and a certain extent of ground 
was allotted for that purpofe. 

The fcbiek was not deceived in his hopes : in- 
habitants locked from all quartets ; feveral ftteets 
were formed in a little time. \ commerce was efta- 

^^ bHflted, and diep>q)ulationincrearefd to three fhou- 
fand perfons. 1 am far froijd believing that Sour 
will cver^equal the ancient I'yire ; biit it is probable 
that it will become one of the moil importaiit plac* 
€S of this province, provided the chief retains fuf- 
ficient ftren^th to preferve its CrtoquiUity. 

Three religions are pfaftifed in this city: the 

*" Mahometan, which is the prevailing religion ; the 
Schifmatic Greek, which has the gteateu number 
of followers ; and the Catholic Greek, which is 
confined to a fmall nutttber of families. 

The fietds around Sour were feveral years ne- 
glected; but at prefent the care of the labourer 
renders them rich and fertile. .Bemg abundant in 

^ grain, and particularly in barley, they fupply pro- 

vifions to all the neighbouring feaports of Syria, 

and affift even the wants of Europe. 

^ jrpbaccofeems to thrive on the hills around this 

. city, and is cultivated with great care* Xbepclii- 

Cipal 
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fip^l market fot it U tynttAeitz ^ ^hef e the gir eiter 
pan 6f it is fold. ^^"^ 

When I was at Sour, a gteat many mulbett^ 
tte^sji&te planted, which muft now be prod aftive ; 
and ['imagine that this country farnifhes abundan<^e 
of ^Ik^ equally beautiful as that of Seyd, both in 
fplendour and whitenefs, 

• The trade carried on with European goods is 
y erynSnite yi Hating fcarcely yet emerg- 
ed from its ruinsrit has not thought of that ambi- 
tion and luxury with which the maritime cities of 
Syria are too much infefted. 

In' the plaitii ftter S.dUr are found many vitreous 
ftones, the qualities of which are highly extolled 
vby William of Tyre. 

" Fordgn (hips," fays he, " tranfport them to 
•• diftant countries, fdr making vafes-, which arc 
^^ equally admirable for thfeir whitenefs and pu- 

* Thcfe ftanes^on the outfide tcfem^Ie porcelaiti 
^earlh, whdn it is baked ; and the in(ide c^ them is 
6f a fhining greening colouf , mixed with dull red 
particles. 

The time I refided at Tyre gav€ me an oppor- 
tunity for fearching for fomeof thofe ihell-fifli ufcd 
in dyings that celebrated 5>urple which was fo much 
eftecmed by the ancients : but all my efforts were 
fruitkfs. My gui^e, who was a native, pointed 
out to me on the (hore a kind of fnail<^; and in- 
formed me that thefe fmall animals emitted a ear- 
tnefi * liquor, but that particular atrerttion was nc- 
tireiTary to coUeft it in an inftant. I indeed took up 
feveral of thefe fnails, which tinged my bands of a 
beautifiil purple colour ; ahdiobferved, on throw- 
ing theifn awTiy, that they flied the liquor, in great 
quantities, in the Wat^r. 

Thcfe 

* A name which the Arabs give to puq^le. 
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Thefc fnaiU are known on all the neighbouring 
coafts ; and, according to what I was told, they 
appear only in the fummer. The Arabs make no 
ufe of thefe animals, nor of the liquor which they 
emit 



CHAP. XLIIL 



or THE ENVIRONS OF TYRE, AND THE WEH-5 
OP RAS-ELEIN. 

On going out from Sour, on the eaftern fide, 
you find an ancient tower, which was formerly in- 
clofed by the walls, 'There are here feveral welk' 
of excellent water, which fupply theinhabitantsrqf 
the city, and even foreign veffels : mariners prefer 
it to every other kind found on the coaft 6f Syiisl. 
Thefe wells were dug during the fiege which the 
Affyrians carried on, for the fpape of five years, 
againft the city of Tyre. The befiegers having 
cut oiBF all the aquedufts which conveyed water to 
the inhabitants, neceflity obliged the latter to f^re- 
vent, by means of thefe virells, that fcarcity with 
which they were threatened. Thefe v^ells are abottt 
twenty-four feet in depth, but do not abound with 
water. From the fmaJl quantity which I faw drawn 
up with buckets, I conjeftured that it did not rife 
much above a foot. Notwithftanding this they arc 
never dry, becaufe the water comes from a fpring. 

iras 



Iwa 
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I was told a remarkable peculiarity refpefting 
thefe wells. In the beginning of Oftober, every 
year, the water ferments, raifes up the fand, and 
becomes fo muddy that it is not poffible to ufe it. 
This inconvenience is however remedied by pour- 
ing into it five or fix jars of fea water, which clari- 
fies it in lefs than two hours, and makes it recover 
its former quality. 

I alked the inhabitants of Sour, what gave rife 
to the periodical effcrvefcence of this water'; why 
fea water clarified that which was fweet ; and what 
had induced them to make this experiment ? But 
ihe only a^ifwer I received was, that they had feen 
this operation prafltifed b)^ their anceftors, and that 
they followed their example : '* It is," faid they, 
'' the marriage of fea water with frefh water." 

Their fuperftition has converted the day deftined 
for this operation into a feftlval. Affembling in 
the large fquare, they repair to the wells in procef- 
fion ; and to carry the jars is confidered as a great j 

honour; which even old men are fond of enjoying. I 

While they are pouring the fea water into the wells I 

they all join hands, fo as to form a wide circle or 
ring, and dance to the found of inftruments •, aftei* 
whtch they return to the city with all the joy in- 
fpired by a triumph. 

I was not at Sour in the time of this folemnity ; 
but I received an account of it from feveral Euro- 
peans in every refped worthy of credit. 

To go to the peninfula of Tyre from the conti- 
nent, you muft crofs an ifthmus feven hundred 
paces in breadth, and formed, as I have faid, by 
the army of Alexander. This paffage is difEcult, 
as it is filled with fand, carried thither continually 
by the winds from both fides of the fea. 

On croffing a beautiful plain lying towards the j 

fouth, you arrive at the wells of Ras-Elein^ two ^^^V/ 
^rabic words,' which figiilfy a fpring of water* ^""^ 

Several 
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Sf^reral writcrg afcrijbfi the conftruakm of thcfe 
wells to SolomoB^ and call ihriQ by hid name; 
but, in my opinion, this idea is deftitiue of all 
probability. A$ this prince vaa never mailer of 
Tyre^ how can we fuppofe that he either would, or 
coqidy raife any monument in the territories of 
another ? We mud therefore apply to fome other 
wells than thofe of Ras-Ekiny the following words 
of the Song of SoIon[ion : Putius aquarum viven- 
iifpn quaftuunt impetu de Libano. 

The larged of tbefe wells,' which are three in 
number, is about fifty feet in diaineter, twenty in 
height on the fouth fide, and a Utile lefs in other 
parts. It is of an o{lagonal form ; but when feen 
on one fide it is confounded with a fquare tower 
in the neighbourhood. ^ 

The ftru6ture of it is admirable ; for bemg fdrm- 
ed of fmall flints, clofdy cemented by a kind of 
maftich impenetrable to water, one would almoil: 
fay that it is cut out of the Iblid rock. Though it ' 
has fubfifted for. a long feries of ages, it has not, yet 
fuftained the leaft injury. 

One may afcend on horfeback to the top of it, 
by a kind of ramp, conftru6ted of beautiful ftones, 
but kept in very bad repair at •prefent« 

The water of this well^ which is fbfficicittly 
abundant, flows from the cavities of the mountains 
of Anti-Iibanus : the neareft of them is diftant 
from this place about five miles*' 

The natives fay that the bottom of this well c^m-"* 
not be found. As I could not foun<i it myfelf^ I 
ihall here quote what M. de la Roquie feys of it. 
^^ M* de Nointel is the firft Europjsan Who made 
^^ this ejcperiment, by means of a rope w'ith a lead 
** fixed to it, which, in his prefencie, was let down 
^' into the ^incipal refervoir« Bottom was found 
^^ at the diitance of about thirty-five feet from the 

" furfa^e 
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^^ furface of the water ; a^d M. Galland, who 
" witneSed this tri^l, affured me feveral times, 
'^ aiid I have (ince learned, that othex travellers 
" have done the fame thing with the like fuccefe/' 

It is probab^le that the water of this well was 
conveyed into the other two by means of an aque» 
duft. The latter, which are of a fquare form, 
are conflru^^ed of the fame materials as the for- 
nxer. One of them is about fifteen feet in breadth, 
and the other about- forty. The water in then> is 
vifibly low ; . which fufficiently proves that thefe 
-two refervoirs had need of a fupply ^om the prin- 
cipal well, in order to enter the grand aqueduft,. 
by which the v^tcr was conveyed to the city df 
Ty^e^ 

The fubterranean channels, by which thefe wa- 
ters were conducted, had tbejr courfe from the 
weft towards the fouth.. Several of them may be 
ft ill feen, which e^j^tended in one direSion for the 
fp^ce of three miles,, and afterwards took another 
from caft to weft. 

When you arrive at the highway, which is op-^ 
pofite the city, at the diftancp of about a mile, yQt* 
afpend a mountain, and find on the other iSde a 
Mahometan moique, which exhibits nothing wor-^ 
thy of pWervation. A little farther ther^ is a heap 
of rujins, which have been fo ill treated that nothing 
certain ea|) befaid refpeding them. I, however^ 
thought that I perceived in them the remains of a 
church, and a tower of modern architefture. 
Near thefe ruins there is a village, but it contaim 
nothioig remarkable* 

I remember th^t Strabo had placed the city of 
PalaTyruS' at th^ diftance of thirty ftadia from 
New Tyre, towards the fouth* Being on the jBin^ 
point of the horizon, and nearly at tlie fame dif- 
tance, it appeared to me probable that this place 
luuft indeed have beeft the fpot where Palie-Tytrus 

once 
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dnce ftood. The Inhabitants whom I qiieflioned 
on this fubjeft, confn-med' my'oprmon':in*^fome 
meafure, but could give no' infdrtn^lon^fe^eaing 

the fate of that city. *- •'', ^"^'^ ' "- ' '; *- 

I vifited the wells of Ras-Efcin, 'Trf'ifh^t5Milpatty 
of two French gentlemen:, one of wiitei way k^^f;^ 
fician. ■..-:• i 'L' i .. .?^%: 

As we were traverfing thefe plJiinfe, ^ fnultiiude 
of the inhabitants came to meet jis; * ait9 Bc^eS-iis 
to vifit their fick, in the hopes of receiv^fifg aidyitre 
and medicines, I muft here obferve "thatvii^ ^H 
the villages of Syria, it is believed thjft We "Eiiro- 
/ pcans poflefs the gift of healing. *Oh thi^ iJ^cafi- 
on they were not deceived ; for of three perfbhs 
in company, one was a profefled phyficiah fbut 
he was unwilling to niake himfelf khow'n, left-Tie 
ftould be troubled with the importunitfcs of tTieTc 
people. We, however, yielded to theiritrfekties 
of a Greek prieft who accompanied us,-' and'enter- 
ed the cottage of a poor Chriftiah, who Wasdatigc- 
roufly ill. Our phyfician bled him, aild* wiflfed to 
remain fome time with him, to fee whether he 
would permit other remedies to be erilploytd.' 

This fick Chriftian was one of the moll optifent 
men in the couiatry. A colieftion of the Bfanches 
of trees, upon which teas fpread out tl 'blanket, 
ferved him for a bed. In one corner of his hut 
were two oxen lying on the ground ;* and in'^ano- 
ther was a woman, who manifefted her gt^ef ty 
covering the half of her vifage j while a littte child 
ftood near its father, and every now and then pre- 
fented him with a few fpoonfuls of w^ter mixed 
with meal. The view of this man*s deplorable fitu- 
ation infpired us with the mod melancholy ideas, 
which were however foon diffipated by a fcene of 
another kind. 

As the cottage was fituated upon the fummit of 
a little hill^ from which we fiad a view of the fur^ 

rounding 
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rounding pkiiii$» we perceived, at a fmall diftance, 
a group.of Arab women on the brink of a rivulet, 
in which fome of them were wafhing their clothes, 
»^ j«>d others .bathing; .but tlxey were all perfeftly 
. aaked« Thx$ fpeaacie produced fuch a fuddien ef- 
fed on the French gentleman, as plainly (hewed 
that; he was of .a very warm temperament. He 
;wi&ed imniediately to defcend the hill, in order, 
^s he faid, to pbferve thefe people a little clofer ; 
>and he requefted me to accompany him. Knowing 
better tha^. my companion the difpofition of the 
Orientpii, I,' pointed out the dangers to which he 
was.gping to expofe himfelf, either from the wo- 
men themfeLyes, or the Arabs that he might meet : 
.but all my remonftrances were ineffe£ku2U ; for he 
. vrds determined, to gratify his curiofity, even at the 
s hazard of his life. 

Findi^ig that I would not comply with his re- 

quefl, h^ endeavoured.to prevail on the phyfician 

to accQmpany him : but the phyfician had as little 

r courageajs 1} and, by way^f excufe, pretended 

that Ke. could not leave the fick man. Our com- . 
,. panion was then no longer able to contain himfelf; 
he ftapiped the earth with his foot, curfed his bad 
. fortune t^hat. he had not at leaft brought a fpy-glafs 
with him, and even reproached nature with having 
placed fuch a diftance between the hill and the ri- 
vulet. ' 

Hurried away by his vivacity, he did not even 
fpare us, whom he confidered as pufiUanimous be* 
ings*, ,and infenfible to female charms. In Ihort, 
, he burfti from the cottage with fo much velocity, 
that he had reached the borders of the rivulet before 
we well knew of his departure. 

I was much furprifed to fee all the women com^ ^ 

^ forth from the water, and, advancing towards him 

naked as they were, invite him to take a place 

amongft them. Our French friend then redoubled 

' Vol. I. C c hit 
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his compliments, and employed the moft expreilive 
figns to Slew "his jgratitude. He was eagerly .re- 
ceived, and almoff immediateiy furrounded by a 
circle of thefe females ; but their care&s w^re 
only a fnare to enable them to punifli his prefun^- 
tion. Women are every were treacherous. Thefe 
•"Arabs attacked him all at once, fome tearing his 
hair, whilft others mauled him with their fift& i 
and I am perfuaded that he wauld have fallen a vie- * 
tim to their fury, had not his courage delivered 
him from their hands. He afterwards avoidec^^ as 
^ well as he could, a fhower of ftones difcharg^ed af- 
ter hhn ; fome of which, notuithftanding his ac- 
. tivity, were not without effcd. 

This tragi-comic fcene ejycited both bughter 
and compamon, whilft the amorous Frenchman 
was obliged to folicit the aid of the rphyficiai^, to 
drefs bis wounds. Senfible of his folly, he fpro- 
mifed to behave with more prudence in fujture y 
and indeed we gave him full credit for this refolu- 
tion. 

iTie fecital of this fmafl adventure is here not^at. 

. ail improper, as it may ferv^ ih fome meafure to 

jQiew the charader of the women of the Levant, 

' whom it is dangerous to approach whea united.. 

They indeed refembk all the women of the earth,. 

who, for the honour of their fex, require a.^reat 

deal of refpeft from the men in public ; but at a 

. .private tete-a-tete they are not always fo modeft. 

I muft add, that the Arab women make modefty 
to confift in not being known vvhen bathing* 
Without changiqg their poflure, on the approach 
of paflcngers, they only cover their faces with their 
hands. This I had occafion to remark in various 
little excurfions which I made in Syria, 

In returning from Sour, I found another fnart 
of thofe aquedufbs which I had left at the bottom 

.of. 
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^itl^eJIpjlL There ft^iljej^nain thri?>e.arc]^§, ^^hfch 
fXi^Y be jTi^cikoned sfpop^ f.\\Q ^qji.^fter^pi^es of ^x-^ 
chitfi&are ; zx^^ ,if w<?i»jW ?giReai: ttwt ^^a^^ur^e, as if 
je^lqifts, yrifft^ed jtQ ^pprgpri^i;^ this jlabour Jtp ftf^df. 
in the courfe of time, it has coyj^^^ ik^ ^^/^h^^ 
>i^itU fi cjroft fo foljid ftn^ Jj^u^t^ful, (jl^^i: tbey, fperix 
^fijtli^r to lxaiV,<: been c^ft in.?,^5i{9H\4.t^a,!?^ cc^j,ljr^^ 
fid 'b,y the Ipari^s of men. 

Tlie iveaters whic^ Tjin oiyer jfropa the cliannel 
^aboye .tbef^ ?J'Ql?e?, ^n^ tty^t \vhich oo.fed thro^h. 
,the J9iwg5 <i>f ^k^ iftones, l^jwig mixed .with Jfjii^dy 
j^arjticiiep, have at ;l€;ng'th .fowled jH^ijis q*ufl:; .i)^rl>ich 
jb&s ^.gr^txef^blance, by its,€;xc;;^eAces, to^tl^e 
ftalaftites found on the inlA(^ei9f our gJiqUPSS* 

In the fame direftion may be feen the remains 
of the principal aqueduft, in which all the waters 
were c^llefted, in order to be conveyed to the in- 
terior part of the city. The channel was about 
three feet in breadth. 

Some have pretended that this aqueduft could 
have been conllrufted only fince Tyre was taken 
by Alexai^der, becaufe the ifthmus upon which it 
(lands did not exifl: before that period. This is the 
opinion alfo of M. de la Roque. We however 
find, in the Annals of Tyre, written by-Menander, 
that this aqueduft was to be feen in the time of 
Salmanazar, king of .the Afl'yrians, who lived 
more than two centuries before the conqueror q^ 
Afia. Jofephus, the hiftorian, relates the word^ 
of that author, which are as follows: 

" This prince, on his return, placed guar(3(^s 
along the river and aquedufts, to prevent all corn- 
munication with the city/* 

How can this x^uotation be reconciled with tljp 
opinion of thofe writers who place Tyre in an if- 
land ? This difficulty may be folved by fuppofing, 
that thefe aqueduSs might crofs an arm of the fea, 
by means of fome arches raifed in the middle of 
C c a tke 
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the vfzves. Should it be objeded, that the ruins 
of thefe aqueduds indicate that they are of modem 
conftruftioQ, it would not be unrcafonable to fay, 
that the old ones may have been deftroyed, and 
nev ones ereded. 

I muft however reproach nwfelf with giving im- 
portance to a difcuffion, whicn belongs on^ly to the 
antiquarian* What advantage is, it to the reader 
to know, precifely, that certain ftoaes have been 
placed upon each odier at a certain period piore 
or lefs ren^ote? Perhaps, at the moment I now 
write, thefe ruins, the only vefti^es remaining 'of 
one of the moft celebrated cities m the world, are 
buried under the earth. 
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Journey from sour to tantur, akd nahr- 

i HE hope of findiiig fome vcflfel bound for Jaffa, 

detained ipc at Sour ipucfa loi%er than I intended ; 

- but licing at length tired of waiting, I refolv. 

; cd tp hire; ^ bpat ei^tirely to myfelf* Several 

. g( the natives having offered to carry me to Jaffa 

for a Turn equivalent to t«n Italian crowns, I made 

a bargain with one of them, after ftipulating that 

he fhould touch at various parts on the coaft, that 

I might examine fuch places as were moft remark^ 

able. 

On quitting. the harbour, I ordered the boat- 
man to fleer towards the fouth ; and, after three 
hours fail, T found myfelf oppofite to Scanderoon, 
which is dillant from Siour little more than fix 
n^iles. I wiflied to land here, in order to view the 
ruins of the celebrated fortrefs which Alexander 
caufed to he conftrufted, and which was after- 
wards repaired by Baldwin I. king of Jerufalem. 
Both of thefe princes marched to conquer Ty^e j 
but it is well known that the arms of the latter had 
not the fame fuccefs as thofe of the former. 

My boatman reprefented to me that accefs to 
the place was difficult ; and that it was, befides, 
infefted with robbers, fince difcord had armed the 
people of that country againft each other. It in- 
deed appeared to me that the coafl: could not be 
approached j and, ^s I had beard of a French 

merchant 



5^6 f^lfLA^thS THAOUGH 

merchant who had been refcently aflaflinatcd there, 
1 thought it prudent to check my curiofity, and to 
proceed on my voyage. From what the boatman 
told me, I fhould perh%>8 bavd bad occafion to 
regret going on fhore. 

Scanderoon is in a wretched condition at prefenC 
Situated on a narrow tongue of land, it contains 
only a few ruinous houfes, which are guarded jby 
a centinel, who makes travellers pay for vifiting 
them. Oriental avarice thus turns to its advan- 
tage all thofe places which biftory and. genius hzH 
rendered celebrated. 

ITiis fortrefs is more coiiimonly talkd Scihde- 
rettethan Scanderoon, to diftingujiih it frotti a city 
of the latter name which is fituatecf at the ^ktre- 
mity of the Mediterranean, fioth of thefe \vords 
are Arabic, and fignify Alexandrine^. 

A- little farther is An_acui;,_.QX-JSUiach^ that U 
to fay, a thing cut out with a pair of fcitfars ; 4 
denomination given, to this village from th^ heigh"- 
bourinj; road cut out in the live rock. S^me Wri- 
ters pretend that this road was conftrufted by Alex-- 
ander^s arniy ; but it is generally confidered ai thfe 
work of tHe Romans. However this may be, il h. 
remarkable only for the dbftacles overcome ih^ 
ipaking it ; for it is extremely narrow, uneq^ukly- 
and even dangerous. 

Evening was approaching when I pitted Cipfe 
Blanc, ciiUed by the ancient geop^raphers Pnhm^- 
fortUm Jilbum^ oh account of the white ftdneis >l\^hich 
border the neighbouring coafl for thfe /pace of fe- 
veral miles. • 

It is dangerous for travellers to approach Zib 
during the night j for thfe garrifbn of^ the fo^tfefs, 
who make no diflinaion between xht voice bf ah, 
ally and that of ah enemy, will treat them with tbci 
utmoft feverity. As 1 hap permitted tny bbatmah 
to take with him leveh or eight Ai'abs, ^ho ^tfe- 
'' ;.;,:,. .:.'....•. .. .going- 
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g^ttg te Zib, we advanced towards the fiipre, in 
ofiJerto land them ; but we had fcarcely reached ' 
it when we were alarmed with a difcharge of artil- 
lery. We bawled out, as loudly as we could, that 
xit w«re friends ; but we were anfwered by a fe- 
^cond difcharge, which >¥ounded one of the Arabs. 
Being obliged to take the wounded man and his 
companions again on board, the garrifon had time 
to re-commence their hoftilities. A (hower of bul- 
lets now pierced our fails, and fhattered our cqr- 
dage, fo that we thought ourfelves loft ; but Pro- 
vidence interpofed in our favour, and we efcaped 
without fuffering any other hurt. After plying 
our oars for fome time with great vigouj, we got 
cfear ofiali danger ; and proceeding two miles far- 
' ther, fet our Arabs on fhore. 

We now prudently fteered for the open fea, 
where it was likely that our navigation would be 
more peaceful. Thefe waves, which were formerly 
covered with (hips of every kind, fuftained at that 
moment no vcflel perhaps but my boat. At fun- 
rife I obferved the promontory of Carmel ; and, 
after doubling the point, faw Caftle-Pilgrim, which 
is diftant about feven miles. I went thither, there- 
fore, to furvey the place, and to make fuch remarks 
as might occur to me. ' 

Caftle-PilgHm, called Attik by the Arabs, was 
cbtlftfuSedby one of the fons of Raymond count 
ofTholoufc- The Templars, who afterwards be- 
came ' poffeflbrs of it, found here a confiderable 
treafure, which they employed in erefting fortifica- 
tibns around it ; fo that k was in a condition iq 
make a vigorous refiftance. 

'It i^ imagined t|iat this caftle acquired its nani? 
f^oAi ffie pilgVimswHo lodged here, when going to 
vifit the- holy places of Palefl;ine and Galilee ; but 
this idea muft vanifli when we confider its fituati- 
on, )irhich was not favourable to a communication 

betweea 



thug called becaiife it Was fiapfiorl^Ehafd n|yafi^ 
Utthce)cp€tite6f Eu^dpelatfi'tHiv^Hi^^^ ki^lHKiisie 
of William of "Tyre it was ealled^BM-eiAsoifelt^ 
The fpot where tbisc;Ale^i^b«lik^^9^ibMftiriy 
an iilaDd,'^]» mavbe^till feeh^%y^^th^>iMtir;^^ 
which it is aliiid» Ai^rouhded; W« 1tti]dlld[: ^imi 
the harbour, which lies to the fout^'-iiii^^^ieh 
can only beeiiteredbf fiftalt v^iiSlii^ btftth^gfe iven 
ar^ not in 'fafety, efpecially wben^^tefettilicwjttd 
■blows. • •• ,-..:\ :: . .r. sr: ic «cvhjGi: 

In this )ptaW> may be feM- th^ *UxMlfk$^^{y!Saike 
edifices', whkh mu(th«ve<>nceb0€n^^foiSi|:n6ce. 
I imagined that I faw part of a chorrQhPbliik^JBllTan 
odagonal form^ ^nd exceedingly t^H^ ^Ifteiuins 
of thefortrefs pTeferit nothing curioH^v f -^-airx- 
- Many of the houfes wouW bfe «tW*lttbi«ble 
were they repaired ; but they are aU left ^*ptiy*ta 
the injuries of th^ air ; and ramtith'4le£^ed,'^t^ 
nb favage animal is'feea near nhtmi -^ I '^^^^ bW- 
ever^ told that the Arabs condii6led'tftaiifl€^ 
thither When they returned &om the ndtjghbo^p^g 
paftures.- Ohdei^ the caftle zr&iMnW^m^ iTub* 
ttertaSiean>pafiagcstir&ch ehdktb^^ ^^ ^^' 

/r^Thia pl^^is^ domp^ehenacd Vi <iie dtftri^ c^fcthc 
)l bdfhaw; of DaifiafQus, ais well as tb0 adj0c#!(( lidkis, 
J Whidh afie fruirftiVin ^rfey «i4 v^^v- i - - ' - 
V r Having stgai^ cmljarked* we arrived^ift a^ liftle 
V /? ; time at the point qfJTwtmv a^^WpttW 
^ ; 7 i which was^formerly^riSecFone iof t^l^ l^w^^rs dcCr 
itinedfdt^proteaifenoftbeeoaft;'' - - 

On teavihig this tongue of laiid behind isie, T bb^ 
fer>rcd in the fea j at fome vdiOance-lrom :^e'tbore^- 
fivse fmali afhnds,^ or Tatber . rocks. - To/amv« at» 
Tantur, you mufl pafs through the fniddle of 

This place, bordering on the fea; ispoflblfo^bjr 
fome Arab peafants, w|io are iar from beiog nu? 

merous^ 
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tnerofiisji^e.Qppf^^ii and rapacity of the Tiir-' 
kiA.^^«v^eninte»l keep a great number of people, 
ndi^ t]i4 rip}|i^& pf th^foil invites thither, from 
fetflingAt j^JB^fur^. :;;j:he j|eld» feem fpoiitaneoiifly 
\ tor|mdii€M£l!^ ggt^n^ jii]^ feyits of cVixyiind. 
ilB^gflLifiSuaSfi^ and of a qiia- 

<Hiy f^flteiPt' |<^' th^trof th^ other countries of ^yria 

^' Such: £jP0p^ii|i. 9» wiA to fupply thcmfel ves :with 
f ti^it aijtt l<i^ ^e Aceuftotnad to treat with merchants, 
natives of the cuy of Acre ; and from this plact^ 
1 ihfSff' got and :laa4 the^r vefiels at Xantur, at the rilk 
I ^1 tSwp; render,, wjio^ infures the cargo till its en- 
[jtiaace info port, 

. Dah^ Q^S^i ^hom I have . mentioned fo often, 
(/^ extended hi^ iconquefts as far as thefe fliores ; but 
the invincible jrefijIJ^nQ^ of the baihaw of Damafcus 
-^nysLrc^itiptllM him to retreat. When arms 
r isaled» P^fjgnd^^cHj^^ to 4raw to Hmle^^^ 
IJSmm^rm anj.4J^jrish€»;0^^^^^^^ ; and^ 

->itf3]^ Oelia$5 ptl:fe^ty 1^^^^ The natives, 

^.iiif^;^j^Hi^ f^appiecigte tKe valuable qualities 
-riof jito?:«ij^df pf-A(erei: rejgetmi^^^ that he wasnot 
able to rfHiSa Tantur. . I'haugh uAirpation is na- ^ 
turafff : tidiWt^ p^pJ^ forgive it,, and even take a | 
j-^e^Ught-in. etideayouring to make it appear juft, i 
\ when prin<:;e»ibnng liberty, agriculture, and po- \ 
^ I puiatidn :$Ql« so^^y i>efp.re opprefled, and deft;- V 
vt»teofK^^.:blelIing.Sv^ . > 

^ iTantur fptaaerly held a diftinguiflied rank 
amongit the tcities of the land of Canaan, under 
the names of Ppr^ Dora, and Nephath; that 
is to fay, bordering on the fea. Jofliua took it by 
aflault, and fubdued its king, after which it was 
united to the tribe of Manaffeh, 

^Tryphon^ tyrant of Syria, who caufcd yourig 
Antiochuis VI. to be murdered, in order that he 
might feize upon ]^is territories, came to this city, 
^^- .. • , ' to 
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to feek ibelter aigsinft tHe veogeamce with which'* 
he was threatened ; but the p}ace being footi sifter 
invef^ed by an army of an hundred and twenty 
thoufand men, he betook himfelf to flight ; and 
aflembted fome troops, who were not long aUe to 
defend him. If Heavoi fometimes tolerates great 
y^ crimes, it is only to give the world afterwards more 
ftriking examples of its juftice. Trvphon, toge- 
ther with his life, loft all the fruits or hisvilfany. 

This city was the feat of a bifliop, fuffragan to 
the metropcUs of Casfarea in Paleftine. Thofe 
authors who mention it, boa(l much of the mag* 
nificence of its temples, and the fplendour of its 
buildings. But Nephath has experienced the fate 
of tilihoft all the celebrated cities of the Levant, 
the iituacion of which can now fcarcely be diftio* 
guifhed. 

Six .miles beyond Tantur is the Nahr-Eltcma- 
v^ fich, OL tbft river of jcrocodiles, became famous by 
a miftake of fome hifl[orians who never vifited Ais 
part of the country. ^ Deceived by the name, they 
have aiTerted that the Nahr-Eltemafieh contains a 
prodigious number of crocodiles, of an immenfe 
iiae, and fuch as are not to be feen in Egyjk. 
This account, however, is far from being accu- 
rate : there are, indeed, a few crocodile? in this 
river, but they are all of the fmalleft fpecies. 
. There was formerly on the banks of the Nahr- 
Eltemafieh a city called Crocodilen, which was 
deftroyed in the time of PKny. It is much to be 
regretted thai this writer did not give feme ac- 
count ot it. In the Bcigtt)o^rhood iland a few 
huts, forming a kind of village, to which the 
u Arabs give the name of_Zerca. I was told that 
this coaft deferves on many accounts the attention 
_ of the traveller J but, as it is inhabited by a worth- 
lefs and treacherous people, no perfon at prefent 
wiH vienciire to go amongft them. 

Thefc 
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' Thefe ArabSjj priginallj frwn S^^^ like the 

Syrens' mentioned by the poets, watch for the ap- 
proachof veflels, and in the moft friendly manher 
. invite the paHengets on ftiorfi to get provifions and 
refrefliments, which the laws of the country, they 
fay, oblige them to give gratuitoufly. There is no 
feducing art which they do not employ to engage 
you to accept their invitation : bat if your credulity 
or uhfiifpicious temper lead you amongft them, 
they feize your perfon, and rob you j and yoit 
even are expofed to the rilk of lofmg yo»r Ufe. 
The other Arabs of Syria woutd not be fpared 
hiofe' than ft rangers, did they crofs this country 
without'a force vifibly fupefior. To maketheiepeo- 
pie difpla'y all the reiources of their perfidy, I pre- 
tended to be,'' uncertain whether 1 mould land or 
hot ; upon which, redoubling their entreaties and 
oaths, they followed me along the fliore for more 
^th'an two miles ; until, unable, to contain my in- 
dignation, I let them know that 1 had only fpojted 
with their infmcerity. tt may be readily luppofed 
that they then changed their language, to load mt 
if^f % with every im{>recation that can be imagined. But 
. ^ ^ the velocity of ipy boat freed me from the dilagree*' 
'^^ ' able ncceffity of hearing them ; and, having ad- 
A -vahced about four miles, I arrived at Cse^sirea. 
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C HAP. tLVJ'-' 



OF ran CITY. Of CiBSAJeiEA IN ^ALKiTlKi; 



GiESAREA of Palctlihe was at .foil caHed Sjtia- 
bo^s Tower, ^nM. a' celebrated general of that 
name who ferved under Darius* iHetod the Great, 
otherwife Herod the Afcalotilte, jnamed it after- 
wards Caefarea, in honour of CaefarAuguAMS, 
"who confirmed him in the pofieffian^of Uft t^riito* 
rfes. As this city, however, exhibited nothifig 
worthy of its new title, Herod invited celebrated 
artifts from all parts of theworld -toconie. to bis 
court^ to whom he communicated His, deffgnj and, 
under his prc^teAion, they fbaa produced mailer- 
pieces of every kind, which attracted theatteBtion 
even of Rome. The city was enlarged ^ iHc ftreets 
were beautified aiid widened ; ^ palaces built o£ mar- 
ble arofe frbm the ancient ruans^V and theatres, 
'amphitheatres j arid other edifices^ iic^i^:coiiftr^- 
ed, which, a=s they ftood towards the .fe^^ w^re 
beheld by navigStof 8 with aftonifliment*.. i...-- 

Astbe city vva« divided into two equal parte:- by 
a little hill, Herod caufed a temple to:^be:cre^ed 
on it, which he dedicated to Cas&ur.the Pjroteftpr ; 
?nd which he ornari^ented with the ftatoe of.that 
prince, modelled att^r the Olympiaitjupiteirri./and 

•"With that of Rome, as large as the Juno^of Argos. 

' The writers df that period have left us aponi^us 
defer iption of this temple; but it will be Arflicient 
to fay, in order to -give an idea of it, that granitei 
and porplnry wer^ the principaimaterialsof which 

'•',■■'•■ ' ^ ^: ■; ■ it' 
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it was built ^ ^nd that in the infide >^as united 
every thing curiou* and valuable; 

It appeared to Herod that it was not fufficient 
far the glory of a city to ereft monuments which 
were .merely magnificent. He turned his attention 
toobjefts of more utility} and particularly to- 
, wards commerce, which could not flour^fh but by 
aY^ eftablifHtnent of a harbour* This enterprife 
'4^^itired iong labour andimmenfe Turns; but 
^e^^ry thirig:'tecomt5s.eafy to an adive intelligent 
prince, accuftooied t0.t>vercome obftacles. Csefa- 
tya, tfeiSrefere, wiw fomiflied with a port, which 
"^fome^ h^vfeiiitotliefitatedto compare to that of the 
- Pireum/ at Athensi This furprifmg work was 
"completed in ten years; and fame, which delights 
to celebrate grand event§^ proclaimed to all the 
>feationsof the earth that they were invited to be- 
'c<>l«^ witneffer erf the approaching dedication of 
'^ €*fefeai- 
'= Attradediiy the twnptation of gold, muficians, 
'^«/reftlcs?v and gladiators haftened to Casfarea, fol- 
tewsd by a great number of favagC: animals, and 
werf^ apparatus for exhibiting thofe bloody, fpec- 
tacle& fwkh which warlike people were then fo 
much delighted. Th^ highways were ibon cover- 
<xl-idt&innumesrable crowds of ftrangers, of all 
GOtantries, and of all religions; fo that it might 
have been .faid that the extremities of the world, 
pfefled by ^an irrefiftible force, had approached 
then- conimon centre. Among (he reft were feen 
ambaiFadocs, and even kings , who wifhed to ap- 
jsiear in^perfon ; andthe empr6fs Julia^ defirovsof 
contrilmting to the magnificence of the feilival, 
fern hither feveral valuable articles, which were 
faid to be worth'fiye hundred talents* 

All were received, lodged, and treated a^rcord- 
ing to their rank, and that of their nation. Every 

confiderabi^ 
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eonfideraUe perfonage ira^ aflS^e^ /» f^I^^^ to* 
gether with guards and oSRtexB tf^ titepd hifiu 

It is ufuai for the uoaaginalioa to .^oJ^iaq^ the 
l^randeuflr xrf crery tWng that it ifur^vey^ ; b^t hdfic 
K was far "beiow the pomp aiui i^jb»dquir pf )^<i^ 
vas prepared in Cacfa^real 

The opeoing of i3ie gaaaies appeared wonderful ; 
mhi^t foJ lowed furprifed (till xaore ; md (^nng 
nine days tihat the divei^iions xotntinued, tixt ddnu- 
ration of the fpedators alway^s JQcr^aifed, fQ-4;ha^t 
tfaeir feofes w^ere not {uficiecit ifor fo mucb y^f^^. 
"The Romans themfelvcs, s^ho JftiU wept for <he 
Ids of their liberty, feemed for a ioaonicntto^, 
proud of their chains, when they &w him w^oJ^i^ 
impofed them elevated to ^he rank of the god^,. 

This dedication took place in xhf. kuo^^ed md 
«iinety4econd Olympiad ; and Herod announced 
that it would be renewed every five yeax§ Fltb-the 
famie magnificence. 

it js well known how fond Auguftu^-;?^i|i^,of adu- 
lation* He was intoxicated withfo {oleaiii a ipfuck. 
of honour ; and during the excefe of iii$ tpkia^te 
he could not help exclaiming, MerodJsM ffrip^^^- 
periorfo his crown ^ and ought tn rnle Sjuri^ ^^J^l % 
£gypi* A philofophical emperor would ©Qt^hftve 
buffered rfuoh an expreffionto efcape.&om )iil9 ; ^r 
«ther he would have rejeded thefe tropjii^^ pf ^ 
flattery, which difgrace at the fan^timctchoff^^W^ho 
oflfer them ahd'thofe who jrcceive them. . 

Itmuft, however, be - allowed ihat^thefe »e^bibi- 
tions, which fpr;themoft ipart are d^ftr^viiS^i^e ito 
ftates, Wereit'te^ded here jvdth a t^uice diflS|3Eflpt 
tSdQ;: ll^is "city^ neiriy cnlacged, ;ha4 «»eed pf 
inhabitants'; its harbour, .6ommodk>us ^m>d fp^i- 
cus, was deftitut^e of.fiiips; the madul^ocite^ «l^d 
-OGcafion for induftriops Aands ; .aaid, ia a Kord, 
Gaefarea was like a beautiful ►machine which Tie- 
^uirvs to>be put in motion. The folemnity of its 

dedication 



SYRIA AND PALES.TINE- 39^ 

dedlc^on produced, in thi^ ref^e^^ the moft fa- 
luiary^ advaats^es. Partofthofie ilra|iger-$ wbpm 
a defire .of feeing its wonders hj^ ai^tmded, were 
retained by the generolity of the prince. Th^y 
-eafUy perfuadsjd Aemfelves that they ihpuid always 
be happy ) j^ecaufe tihey had been ip i^r J^me days 
fotlowiag i and -merchanxs who kftew how to uniw 
imereft y^ith jpleafui^e^ came and eftabUftied them- 
felv€& here im preference to any other place. 

fa rfiecourfe of time Cefarea underwient iev^ral 
political revolutions* Coverned at firft b^ kings, 
to whom it gave birth, it became ^ Roman colony 
under Vefpalian, and changed its nanfic into that 
^fl'Javia. 

In the year 546 'of the Chriflian agra,, it fuSt^red 
b;y the excefe of fanatici&n^ both from the JiJJwrs 
and the Samaritans;, who wetie divided into two 
factions. A number of Chfiftians fell a facrifice 
to -their fury ; all .the temples were burnt ; and 
Stephen the perfeft was attacked in (heipraacofium, 
and murderedj after all his effisfts had been ,plun. 
dered. - 

The vidorious arms of Omar, one of <the f^x:- 
ceflbrs of Mahomet, counpelled the inhabitants of 
Caafarea, in 635, to embrace the Mahon^tan faith. 
It was re-taken from the Saracens by 'Baldwin L 
•king of Jerufalem, in ii.cfi : tKe Geaoefe w^e of 
great affiflance to him in thi^ expedition ; and, ,'38 
a reward for their fervices, they received a third 
.part of the booty. .^KHiong the at tides .that feUtto 
their lot, there was a vafe of a green colour, thoi^ht 
by fome to be formed df an anerald, which was 
• carried to Genoa as :a rarity worthy of thdttfiiiy# 
It is depofited in thie metrop olit^uixhuroh vof .^t# 
.I^wrence ; aiul fewtravellesSiaTeindul^id^^t^ a 
fight of it. To. obtain permiffion i:ip f^MW tiiisifin- 
^lar ^uribTity^ pcQple muft ha^^e ^a diftiiwiithed 
rank, ami procure >adec£ee:ibr thstf .fm^pofeift^m 

the 
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die fcnate. At perfont of qvality are fddMi con- 
Boifleurs, I will not venture to aflert upon dieir 
Mthority that the vafe of Geaoa^k a real erne- 
raid. 

Baldwui diflionoitred himfelf tfi this Ti&ny by 
permitting the city to be plnnderecL A great nnm- 
ber of people having retired into Casfar*! andent 
temple, wtuch was t|ien become a oibfcioe, the 
rage of the Cbrifiians purfued tbeinfideb thither; 
mailacred men, women, and children without 
pity ; and flied fo much blood, thai the ileps of 
the altars were covered with it. Such are the ufual 
effe&8 of fanaticifm. 

The chriftians loft this city again in ft 87, un- 
der the reign of the celebrated Saladin ; but they 
recovered it in 1191, and loft it once nuH'e fome 
years after. In 12 J} i they retook it, under Lewis 
IX. who repaired its fortifications ; but in 1264 
they finally ceded it to the infidels, and never en« 
tered it afterwards, 

Amidft its difafters,. fo often renewed, this capi- 
tal of Paleftine faw its former fplendour and liie 
magnificence of its monuments, annihilated. No- 
thing remains of the temple built by Herod but 
the ruins of a few walk, and part of a ibrtrefs 
which ftood near it. 

Some porphyry columns .lie fcattercd here and 
there ; and within the city may be feen the ruins 
of a few edifices c(mftruded of white marble, 
which by the injuries of the weather is now be- 
come totally black, 

I could not diftinguifli the fituation of the anci- 
ent port, which feveral hiftorians have extolled as 
another wonder of the world. It is probable that 
it did not fubfiil long, fince William of Tyre makes 
no mention of it in his defcription of this city. 

Cadarea forms a part of the government of Da- 
mafcus; but it is fo much deferted, that the ba« 

Ihaw 
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JO^W derives very UttTe idvautagc from it. h was 
ill thiSMmb^ilJ^ibv: ^UmO-iq^ap^ olithited 
to ihe^mi3l^V4t6SA^'i^^ olnbk vn^camoB 
omaimi^^ ^iimmSk^dwSiiimSt^ and the 
bafe ad\ilation of his court, this prince becanm Cb 

but liWl^ V^ry -ftcww-whco; aldthe4:i»*i« royal 

'i£intj''7'k4RR loHdi^ for ^peaecj^ he fell from his 
throne; ^a^fiptat up by :>TOr^ :^ 

Kftir fhe'di^ftrui£tion<^ jerufalem,^T1^s came 
"Sina pafliM^the&^nter at Gad&Dsa, wth a numerous 
thiih\^ pMftMiwhotti he:had carried along with 
him. He celebrated here,~ with the greated pomp, 
the hiittt of^ bisilroiiier I>omitian ; and fuch was 
tb^ l>arbafify^ of tbis: period, that two tboufand 
l¥fe hb)idre4^'«iifersible wr^tches^ were, as a tefti- 
IftbBy'bf ^ey^'iccmfigned to the flai^es, or to wild 



^ '^ The^ap^ftle ^ of the Oentilcs , preached, herje the 

Chriftian faith ; and was not sifrj^i^ |9 s^i^t.tb^ 

orator TftraHm; mthe pref(^ce of «ihe rprefident 

Feti«» *fe wsls loaded with irons^hy ptd^rof the 

' procohM Pcircais FeftuSi who ^aadeifirpus pf 

^ Saving 'liim<tri^d;sit his tribmitl : cbut^PauLclaimed 

' fa^T right ^ si •R^man citisee, ^bfi whieh ^. was ^i^- 

thorifedtp rejeft every judge?Jwiit,C|rfar hnnfidf ; 

andr indaed/hr prerailed &>. hr that he was fent to 

"' '^'Ab G^&tea was.tbe refidence of. the i^yeinor 

dfjadea, 1^ p^fecut^ Qhi^iftiaiift^ weie (cauried 

thither to receive fentence ofdc^h- Thoufands 

^ fufFered martyrdom here ^Hukr the xeigns^of GaU 

lien, Diorfcfeni and.Valens. 

The famous. Or igenrefidipd herrJome time.} and 
finiihed that xelebrat^d hymo, tbe idoa of which 
he had grft conceived at Ai^WI* 

Vol- L D d Thotc 
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There were feveral illuftrious men amongfV the 
bUhops of Cafarea ; fuch as Theophilus, Agrioo- 
laus, Talaffius, Glicon, Elias, EiilogiuS) and par- 
ticularly Eufebius, \vhofe name is no lefs dear to 
literature and the fciences than to religion. 

This metropolis had belonging to it twenty fuf- 
fragan fees, which were nbolifhed with it/ 
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ROUTE FROM C-ffiSAREA TO ARSUR AND THt^CZ 
TO JAFFA. 

l^EAVING Caefarea, and following the fea coaft, 
you fall in with the ruins of an ancient tower, 
.which probably wa& furroundcd by fome habitati- 
ons. I have heard it faid that this tower wis em- 
ployed formerly to defend the coaft. 

At a little diftance is a place called by the Arabs 
Arfur, where there is a fortrefs, with a garrifon, 
• T^aicafa fmall mofque, in which divine fervice is per- 
formed by fome dervifes. 

' The diftance between this place and Caefarea 
may be about twenty nules. It was here that So- 
lomon laid the foundation of the city of Aflbr, or 
Arfid, which afterwards changed its name to that 
of ApoUonia. 

.. It 
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• Ir has been pretendedthat Arfur wasthe fame as 
the ancient Antipatris, erefited- by 'Herod ^ the 
Oreat in memory of his father ; but thi^ opinion 
is not adopted by the beft geographers j who place 
the latter, city much farther up the qountry, be- 
tween Lydda and Cajfarea, ' 

Aflur experienced all the horrors of wati and> 
being twice deftroyed, it was at length repaired by 
Aulus Gabinius, governor of Syria and Judea* 
Godfrey of Bouillon befieged it after the taking of 
Jerufalem, but without effefti A ftrong garrifon, 
excellent fortifications, and the impoffibility of 
catting: it off from provifions, determined that 
€hriftian prince to defer the conqueft of this- place 
till a more favourable opportunity. Being prevent- 
ed by death froni carrying his defign into execu- 
tion, it was accompliihed by Baldwin I.his fuc- 
ceflbr. .. . : , ^ : * 

In 1265 ^^ ^^'^ ^^^^ ^^^ hands of the Turks, who 
ftill poflefls it ; and I may fafely fay that they will 
no doubt long retain it, as it can never excite the 
envy of any conqueror. It is a miferable hamlet, 
dignified with the title of a city, and where I ad- 
vife no hungry travellfer ever to land. 

Purfuing the fame route for about five miles, I 
arrived at Jaffa, where a good dinner was waiting 
' for me at the houfe of the Tufcan ancj Imperial 
vice-conful. From this gentleman I received every 
indruftion that 'a ftranger has need of on th^ Sy- 
rian coaft ; and when I was about to fet but for 
Jerufalcm, he advifed me not to difcover myfelf to 
the natives, who are almoft all public robbers. As 
a traveller does not write merely to gratify the cu- 
rious, but to be ufeful to thofe who may follow 
him, I ftall here mention the precautions neceflary 
to be taken, in order to avoid the danger of being 
robbed. 

IYoiI muft leave your money at the hofpital of 
Jaffa, and receive a letter of exchange on the con- 
D d 3 ' vent 
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vtnt ai Jerufikm. You muft^ bcfidki, fuffer your 
beard to grow^ and exchange your own drefs for 
one of llie country, that you may better deceive 
, the banditti. ^ Such a difguife becomes necdSary, 
alfo, becaufe it is forbidden to entc^ Jeru&lem in 
tfap European drefs, unleisby a fpecial &vour you 
obtain pmntffion from the governor. 

When clothed in my new dseft, I was canduft^ 
ed on my journey, unAout being previoufly ap- 
prifed that I was to fet out upon that day. The 
feafon of this was, becaufe, as it bad happened 
tiiat fereral travellers had been known Jkotwidx^ 
(balding their difguife, the good fathers of die hof* 
tpital carried their attention fo far, as to watch for 
atime when the roads were leaft frequented. 

I have quitted Jaffa without giving any aceoum 
<d it, as i was detained tbercahmift Ifliseapiifoner^ 
I (hall, however, fupply this deficiency when J re« 
torn to it again. 



CHAP. 
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HOITTE to RAMA. 



Th^^ 



[ANKS to my new drefsi I was taken in Jaffa 

^ for an Arab. I quitted the place on foot, ill or* 

der that I might excite no fufpicion ; and advanced 

with a pair of ipurs in my hand» as I had been in- 

^ formed that every thing neceflary for my journey 

would be ready for me at a little diftance. 

I afcended a fmaUhill that was before me ; and 
was much furprifed to find myfelf, when on the 
, other fide« in the midfl of about an hundred aifes, 
which were waiting for the like number of travel- 
lers. In a little time, however, a guide came up 
tome, and adig^ed me mine, which I immediately 
mounted. The faddle, indeed, was not remark- 
ably eafy ; but wh^ could I do 1 People are ex- 
pofed to inconveniencies when they travel, and 
they muft of courfe put up with them. 
^ Our caravan being foon completed, we began 
I our march, having at our head three foldiers from 
C j the garrifcHi of Jaffa. 

' I obferved a great many figures who at firftgave 
me no great courage ; and I was a little apprehea- 
fiye that this route might prove fatal to me. 

As it is pi-oper fometimes to look behind one, I 
perceived a perfon in the French drefs, and mount- 
ed on an excellent horfe, coming full gallop after 
us. When he came up to us he flopped, and 
joined our caravan ;. upon which 1 made myfelf 

knowa 
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known to him, and we both complimented each 
, ^other on pur good fortune. This gentleman, 
whofe name was Miolant, lived at Rama, whefe 
the French have a fmall fadory. He informed 
me that the paflagefrom Jaffa to Rama was gene- 
rally pretty f afe ; but that, as a quarrel had hap- 
pened between the governor and the inhabitants of 
the latter place, paffengers were cxpofed to the in- 
fults of both parties. This was the reafon of our 
caravan being fo numerous ; and I found that, 
in cafe of an attack, it would be neceffary for every 
one of us to become foldiers. 

Having advanced four miles, we entered the 
, village of Zagur, or Jafur, which is fituated on a 
fmall eminence. Among the ruins here I obferv- 
ed the remains of an ancient fort. Oppofitc to 
thefe flands a mofque, which is remarkable for 
nothing except that it was erefted by a dervife 
whofe memory is immortal among the Mahome- 
tans. " It was not,'* faid Mr. Miolant, ** for having 
** (hunned the commerce of men, for having liv- 
'* cd on herbs, or for having lacerated his body, 
** that this Turkifli monk obtained the veneration 
'' of the public : he was the fupport and the pro- 
** teftor of the canton ; and he vifited the abode 
*' of mifery, in order to alleviate the diftreffes of 
'' the poor by alms-giving, and encouraging them 
" to religion. He died a victim to his ardent zeal, 
'* while taking care of a family attacked by the 
'' plague, and whom every body elfe had deferted. 
« May his example be ufeful to all the dervifes of 

" the earth!" ; 

Our caravan flopped near the mofque, and we 
drew fome water from a neighbouring well to re- 
frefti our cattle. 

eThe plains which we traverfe'd are called the 
ains of Sharon. The fouthern part, which ex- 
nded as far as Cairo, belonged to the Philiftines ; ' 
• and that of Ifie'weft to the trifee of Ephraim. 

The 
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The grounds here are fown with, cucumbers ; 
and fuch a number are annually produced, that 
they do not only fupply the whole neighbourhood, 
but alfo all the coafts of Cyprus, and the city of 
Damietta. *^ . ." ' 

Ft' is a great pity that fields fo fertile fhould be 
left almoft uncultivated for want of encourage- 
ment, and hands to till them. O fatal defpotifm ! 
thou caufeft fterility where nature placed abun- 
dance ; thou enchained the faculties of man, and 
burieft population in the bofom of the earth ! 
\ This melancholy thought was foon diffipated, 
when I beheld the furrounding verdure, which, 
variegated with flowers of every kind, formed at a 
diftance a moft delightful and agreeable profpect. 

Thefe paftures were formerly covered with the 
numerous flocks of.David. It was an honour then 
to be the fuperintendant of thefe riches ; and the 
prince himfelf did not difdain to come and vifit 
them. Thefe certainly were happy times, when 
kings were not alhamed of being fhepherds. 

To give an idea of perfeft beauty, Ifaiah faid, 
\ The glory of Lebanon, and the beauty of Carmel, 
muji be joined to the abundance of Sharon. . 

In the 'middle of this vaft plain, between Arfur 
and Lydda, rifes a fmall mountain, upon the ridge 
of which there is a paltry village called Sharon, 
from the name of the ancient city, whofe king was 
conquered by Jofhua. Its inhabitants entertain no 
doubt that they occupy a very celebrated place. 
■^ At the diftance of a mile and a half from Zagur 
is the village of Berge ; and a mile farther, that 
of Serfend, botE^ poflefled by the Mahometan 
Arabs, 

The road between them is remarkably pleafani, 

as you are iheltered by the (hade of a plantation of 

pldoliveilfifiS^ each of which is fo large, that two 

'men could not encircle them- with, their arms. 

. , They 
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Thejr h owe ve r pqxhice only onei th two jtMii ; 
t hey zte, pruned by the hand of Ntture alone : atad 
Ibbferved, in diit rel^ped, that the olives are never 
^ut in any part of Paleftihe; . Some of thefe trees 
were dry and withered, while others of them were 
fufroimdid with ftraw and bands of cloth. The 
caufe of this I learned frdm Mr. Miolant ; who in* 
formed me that it often happened that the iiihabi* 
tai\,ts of the villages quarrelled, and for the fake of 
revenge endeavoured to deftroy each odiers proper- 
ty. They take advantage of the night to make io- 
cifions in the trunks of the befit olive trees, which 
deprives them of their fap ; and if the pofTeflbr 
perceives this in time, he applies by way of reine-' 
dy a layer of dung to each tree. 

-"This method of revenge is common alfo among 
the people in the neighbourhood of Bethlehem. 

Oil quitting Serfend, the French merchant pre: 
vailed/ on me to advance before the caravan, 
which proceeded fo flowly that we became tired of 
it. As we were only two miles from Rama, we ac« 
compUihed our intention without being perceived. ^ 
Saving fubmitted entirely to my guide, he con* 
duded me to the convent of the Fathers of the^ 
^ Holy Land. When the gate was opened, one of 
the brotherhood appeared ; who, on feeing my 
d^efs, immediately fluit it again with great violence; 
As I could not account for this reception, I* was 
quite thunderftruck. M. Miolant fell into a paf^^ 
non, and made a great noife; aflurjing tbeni that 
I was an European on iby way to' jerufalem, and 

I that he would be anfwerable for mygood behistviour. 
A voice thenfaid, that I ought to haVe brought a 
letter from the hofpital of Jaffa, I replied, that! 
had brought no ktter, and that I neviet iniderltbott^ 
that any was iledeflkry. The voice returned^ that 
the ktter was pethapsiri the hands of the condtie* 
tor of the caravan. As thefe giood fathtas refiifed' 



\^ 
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to admk me/ 1 was obl%ed tx> wSttl?^ i(ddch gave , 
me an opportunity of furveying the outfide,of the 
monafter]^ ; andy were il wor^ ar d^fcrip^ii, I 
fhould certainly amufe my readdrs wHiB it. 

Very luckily, the bearer ^ the letter which wa^ 
to procure m^ adn^dft, atmved. As he entei'ed; 
evo'y doubt was removed ; and the good. fathers 
hallened to make an apblogy for the fiifpieioui 
manner in which they had created me. ^^ Yon 
*' have give» me no offence," faid I j " my di*c6 
^' mud naturally creatd doubts in youit minds, 
^' fmce I afiiimed lha€ which <Kftingi>i(hes ptun^ 
" derers/' 
r 7 This convent is inhabited only by Porfuguefe^ 
Spaniards^ and It^tans. The r^der may eafily 
judge that they entertained me weU. Provifions 
of every kind wef e fet before me \ and, like a hiisu 
gtry traveller, I paid due honour to them. 

One of thefe monks was originally from the eif^ 
yirons of Tufcany. He was named Baratti ; and 
was a man of great learning, and well v^rfedifir 
the hillory of the Levant* We foon became very 
intimate, and \^ engaged me to fpend a few days 
at Rama. I read to him a part of thefe travels, 
which he encouraged me very much topt^lilh; and 
he told me that my account of the modern Arabs 
appeared to him to be extremely exa£i. Having 
offered me fome curious obfervations which he had 
made refpe6Ung the ancient Arabia, I readily ac« 
cepted them ; and I hope that the learned reader 
wilt. not be difpleafed to fmd them inferted here* 
There is ^, natural curiofity in man, which prompts 
him t0 go back to the origin of known nations, to 
(tudy them in their infant, and to cbmpare tfaetr 
former with their ]>refent ftate. 

Father Baratti did not mean to compofe a hifto^ 
r y of the political revolutions of the ancient Arabs. 
^ confines liimfelfio giving an i^ccottni: of their 
■*^- ^-^ ^ origin^ 
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origin, and of their literature, manners, and cuf-' 
toms. 

" Several oriental writers, both Miahometans 
" and Chriftians, have,'* he telk us, '* treated on 
" this fubjeft with the fame fuccefs, Gregory 
" Albufarage, a Jacobite bifhop, and- Ifmael Abul- 
*' feda, king of Hameth, are names celebrated in 
*' the hiftorical line. About the middle of the 
" laft century they were tranflated into Latin by 
" Edward Pocok and Abraham Echellens, both 
" very learned in the oriental languages. Thefe 
" works however cannot be read by every one ; 
^' for, befides being voluminous, they difguft ma- 
'^ ny people by the long genealogical and chrono- 
" logical difcuffions to be found in them. 

" Avoiding every thing that might be called fu- 
** perfluous in a general view, I have coUecled the 
" mod interefting parts of their works, I have 
" befides proved their authority, and fometimes 
" correfted the faults into which they have fal- 
" len/' 

^ ORiaiN OF TrtE ANCIENT ARAB«. 

ARABIA was formerly divided into three 
. parts, as at prefent. 

The nation confifted of two claffes, one called 
Arab-Aldarab,' that is to fay, compofed of natural 
Arabs ; and the fecond, Ala-Arab-Alm-Oftarbe, 
that 48 to fay, compofed of naturalized Arabs. -^ 

The natural Arabs were defcended from Jadan', 
Chus, and their pofterity. 

JaQian, otherwife called Cathan, was a defcen- 
dant of Noah. He had thirteen fons, who inhabited 
Jecmen, or Arabia the Happy, and whofe" names 
are Elmodad, Saleph, Afarmot, Helal, Hadoram, 
Uzal, Decla, Obal, Abimael,- Saba, Ophir, HeJ- 
vila, and J:bad. - • '* 

Thefe 
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Thefe formed fo many tribes, diftinguiflied bj 
the fame names. - i 

The children of Chus, another father of the 
Arabs, peopled that part of Arabia which extends 
from the Perfiari Gulf to the Red Sea. Tbey 
were called Saba, Hevila, Sabatacha, and Adan. * 

The naturalized Arabs owe their origin to the , 
children whom Abraham had by Hagar and Ketu- 
• rah ; to Moab and Ammon, the fons of Lot ; and 
to Efau or Edom, the fon of Ifaac. From thefe 
are defcended all thofe people known under the de- 
nomination of Ifhmaelites, Midianites, Moabites, 
Ammonites, and Idumeans. They were called 
naturalized Arabs, becaufe they came and efta- 
bliflied themfelves in the country of the firft Arabs, 
In' order to form with them one nation. 

Father Baratti here enters into details, which 
I (hall take the liberty of abridging, as it is necef- 
fary only for the learned to be acquainted with pre- 
cife dates, the increafe of each tribe, and their dif- 
ferent divifions. 

The facred Scriptures fpeak of the Arabs under 
the name of Sabeans, having particularly in view 
the inhabitants of their capital city, which was 
Saba. 

We read in the Greek writers that the Arabs 
were alio called ^ Sarazins, a name which at firft 
ferved to diftinguifli the inhabitants of Arabia the 
Happy from the reft of the nation : but which cuf- 
tom has fmce applied to all the Arabs without dif- 
tinftion. 

OF THE RELIGIOUS WORSHIP OF tHE ANCIENT 
ARABS. ' 

AS children of the prophets, the ancient Arabs 
adored the true God ; but their pofterity in length 
OjF time falling into ignorance, became fuperftiti- 
^^ ous. 
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oif$9 and dMi idolaters. The fan and the moon, 
which are the firil deities of favage people^ were 
Ihofe alio of th« Arabs. They, called the one Al- 
hhj and the other Allat ; that is to fay, God and 
Goddefs. 

Theophraflus mentions a temple erefled in Sa- 
both to the ftar of light. ^' Clouds of incenfe/' 
fays he^ *^ arife continually from its numerous al- 
*' tars/' The moon lU;^wife had temples in vari- 
ous places ; and it appears probable that the ref- 
f ped^ of the Mahometans for this planet, is only in 
ponfequence of the fuperftition of the firll Arabs. 

Another deity no lefs venerated in Arabia was 
Bacchus, or Bar-Cbus, a compound word, which 
fignified the fon of Chus. His proper name was 
Abdehms, that is U> lay, the fervant of the fun ; 
but; having gained feveral vidories, and tikea a 
- great number of prifoners, he was fumamed Saba, 
an Arabic word which anfwers to the Latin ex« 
pf e/fion pradare^ to plunder. 

It was to his numerous exploits that this Saba 
wals indebted for the divine honours which were 
paid to him. Nothing aftoniihes the vulgar fo 

(much as rapidity of conquefts ; and what is only 
the eflPed of fortunate audacity, appears to them to 
be sm a£lion more than human. The Arabs thought 
\ they difcovered a god in the charaderof a warrior. 
Saba in his life-time obtained altars, iiatues> and 
priefls; and, when be died^ bis followers were 
eafily perfuaded that he had divefled himfelf of a 
perifliable form, in order to take his feat among 
the immortals. 

His memory was fo dear to the tribes, that they 
eagerly adopted every thing that ieemed to have 
given him pleafure. For example, they cut their 
hair into the form of a crown, becaufe Bacchus had 
worn his in that manner. The colours of his robe 
were preferred to all others* In a word| whatever 

^^ he 
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he had >been fond of, was to them a matter of fh^ 
utmoft importance. This made an Arabian author 
&y, (iiat the attachment (hewn to Saba had contri- 
buted ahnoft asmuch to his apotheofis, as the ad-^ 
miration excited by his vi&ories. 

Bacchus was named alfo Dufforah, that is to fay, 
the Lord of Sorah, which fignifies a houfe, or edi- 
fice ; and I am of opinion that Mahomet alludes to 
this houfe, the conftruftion of which he falfely af- 
cfibes to Abraham. His words are as follow : 
*^ The firil hbufe built by man was Becca ; it faces 
'* the univerfe ; it is bleflfed and confecrated ; and 
^* i)y cert^ figns it evidently appears to have been 
^* the habitation of Abraham.^* 

This temple, dedicated to Bacchus, gave it$ 
ffliame to the city of Mecca, which at firft was €^^l- 
led Becca. 

*' It was near Becca,^' fays the Greciaii writers, 
" That Bacchus Was nurfed and educated by the 
" nymphs. He is become the deify of the Arabs, 
'^' and his name in their mouths is afacred oath. 
**, SVIhcther they wifli to extol a thing by their 
^' praifes, or admire a great aftion, they exclaim, 
*' Bacchus ! Bacchus ! an expreflion which, ac- 
^' cording to their idea, fignifies grand, ill\iftrious, 
*' and marvellous/* 

Having faid enough of Bacchus, I ihali now 
proceed to other divinities. 

Venus was adpred alfo in Arabia, but not un- 
der the title of the ch'arn^ing mother of love, 4be 
-goddefs of beauty, and the fovereign of hearts. 
The imagination had not yet beftowed suiy attrac- 
tions upon this darling deity, whom the ages cf 
-the arts have crowned with flowers. 

The Arabs in Venus faw only the ilar Zoharah, 
or Lucifer. 

It is not properly known for what reafon ablack 
ilbne became me ftatue of this Venus, yhrce La- 

tin 
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tin writers make mention of it. Suidas tells* as 
that it was a fquare ftone, four feet in height, and 
two in breadth. It reprefents, fays Enthymus, a 
head, called th^ head of Venus. The Perfiansy 
fays Clemens Alexander, adore a river, and the 
Arabs a (lone. 

This ftone was held in the higheft veneration. 
They kneeled before it, walked over it, applied 
their lips with great refpc£k to it, and imagin- 
ed that by thefe ceremonies they were fendined. 
But what ridiculous fables did not the Mahome- 
tans invent to juftify this idolatrous worfliipl If 
we believe Ahmed, an Arabian hiftorian, the ftone 
of adoration was created with the world, and 
placed in the terreftrial Paradife, to fupport Adam's 
head while he flept. By another favour of heaven 
itwas faved from the deluge, and depofitedat the 
feet of the Almighty, who fent it by an angel to 
the patriarch Abraham, when he built a temple. 
There is another ftone equally venerated by the 
Mahometans, which we muft not confound with 
this. The ancient ftatue of Venus is found in a 
corner contiguous to the gate of Caaba. The 
.other ftone, which is white, is carefully preferved 
in a large iron coffer, under a dome oppofite to 
the fouthern part of the city. 

The people were taught to believe that this ftone 
covered the. tomb of Ifrael ; and they were befides 
made to kifs the print of a foot, which is, as we 
are affured, that of the. patriarch Abraham. 

The temple of Caaba was formerly the moft fa- 
ded place-in Pagan Arabia. The.defcription giv- 
en.of it by fome writers is truly ftriking. It con- 
tained more than three hundred ftatues ; and 
amongft others that of Hobel, which furpaffed them 
all in grandeur and majefty. 

Hobel was thefirft of the gods. His name fig- 

nifies " great, and advanced in years j" and he 

. ' was 
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was reprefented under the figure of an old man 
holding in his hand fix arrows : we know by tra- 
dition that the worfhip of this god was introduced 
among the Arabs by one Amru, tf\e fon df Lohai, 
a citizen of 'Balcha. But all thefe images .were 
deftroyed without diftinftion by Mahomet, in the 
eighth year of the Hegira, when he took Mecca, 
his native country. " The prophet," fays Abul- 
feda, " thought be faw in thefe idols the figures of 
" the angels, aiidin that of Hobel all the features 
'^ of Abraham. What, cried he^ have the wicked 
" put arms into the hand of the juft ? 'Had Abra- 
*' ham ever ncedof arrows? May. avenging hea- 
'* ven in its wrath confound - them ! He then or- 
" dered thefe foolifli images to be broke tb pieces ;; 
" and his commands wereimmediatelyobeyed." 

No one before Mahomet >ever fufpefted that 
Hobel" might be Abraham ; but the prophet had a 
caprice that day, or rather a political projeft, which 
he has not thought proper to reveal. 

I have already faid that the ternple of Caaba was 
the principal fanftuary of Arabia ; and 1 muft now 
add, that the fanie of it drew thirher annually nu- 
merous caravans of pilgrims, who rendered Mecca 
as celebrated as the ancient Delphos. 

The care of it was entrufted to a venerable man, 
who, according to the law, ought to be chofen 
without diftindion from all Ihe tribes ; but, as it 
is common for reigning families to endeavour to 
appropriate to thenifelves what belongs to the pub- 
lic, the defcendants of Iftimael, Sovereigns of 
Caaba, ufurped the honour of this funftion. Ei- 
ther by favour or intrigue, the tribe of Khozaa, 
defcended from Jaftan, at length obtained it, and 
enjoyed it for a long feries of years. The Iflimae- 
lites, however, again defirous to appoint minifters 
to the temple, entrufted the keys of it to Abi- 
Ghabfcian, who was addifted to drunkenncfs, and 

who 
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mbo in a £t of into^icatioo £M the jpskfthpod for 
a &m of wine, to one Cadfaa of the tribe of .die 
Coratflu, from whQtn fpr ung Mahomet. The folly 
of AbitGhabfi^n gave rife to this Arabian pio* 
Terby RepiHtamee is vain after the evil is done. 

:Mahom6t» when lie brodie the idols of Caaba^ 
inrefierved the temple, which he dedicated with 
«eat ibkmnity to God, and the patriarchs iiis 
Ariends. The rites and .ceremaDies of the ancient 
worlhip were fupported in their full vigour, and 
are ftill followed with bU ^tM. fcropidous attention 
vhidi is fo peculiar to the Mahomecaas. The 
•prc^het oUerved them himfelf in the pilgrimage 
-which he made to Medina, in the tantli year of 
^he Hegira, which was the laft of his life. The 
account of this &mbus pilgrimage by Maracci de« 
icryes to l^e related. 

^ When Mahomet,'' lays he, ^* with his nur 

r«« merous efcort, entered Mecca, he went feven 

** times round Caaba ; three times running, and 

'^ four times itepping. He afterwards viiited the 

>^ .mountains of Sara and Merua, die valley of 

^^ Mina and Mount Arafat, where he harangued 

^ the people. Having alfo traverfed other facred 

•* places, heretumed to thevalley of Mina, where, 

^* according to his ufual cuftom, he cad feven 

^ ftones over his (boulder, to drive away the De- 

.** vil ; att^r which he facrificed fome lambs that 

^ were brought to him for that purpofc. Sixty . 

^^ fell under the hand of the prophet, and thirty- 

" feven by the knife of Ali. When he had finiflj- 

** ed this facrifice he returned to Caaba, tp renew 

^ the fame ceremonies of roing round the temple. 

** he drank water drawn from the well Zamzam ; 

" went and fojourned three days in the valley of 

^^ Mina, where he again (loned the evil genius • 

** returned to Caaba, where he, ^ent feven, times 

*^ more round the temple; and regaiAed Medina 

/ " with 
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*' with his caravan, who thought that by foUowiDg 
** him they ha<i fecured celeftial happinefs/' 

The vifitation of Caaba, Saba, Mcrua, and 
Moiant Arafat, with the ceremonies of firft nui- 
ning and then walking round the temple, the la- 
|)idation of the Devil, the immolation of vi^ims, 
and the cuftom of drinking water from the well 
Zamzam, formed a part of the ritual of the idola- 
trous Arabs. 

It 'may not be improper -here to give a defcripti- 
on of Mecca and its Temple, as traced out by the 
celebrated geographer Cerif-Edris, 

" The city of Mecca extends in length from 
^ Maalab, fituated on the fouth, to Mas-Salah on 
'' the north. It is about a mile in breadth where 
'* broadeft, in meafuring from the bottom of 
** Mount Agiad to the fummit of Mount Caicaan. 
" The houfcs are built of brick or ftones procured 
" from the neighbouring mountains. It has few 
^ public fquares. In the centre of the city there 
" IS a mofque of a circular form, which contains 
" within its walls the celebrated Caaba. This edi- 
" fice is buik in a fquare form, and is twenty-four 
" cubits in length from. north to fouth, and be- 
*^ tween twenty-feven and twenty-eight in height. 
" The gate of entrance faces the eaft, and has 
•' not more than fix feet of elevation from the 
" ground ; in a corner near it, ftands the black 
" ftone, faid to reprefent Venus. Contiguous to 
" this edifice there is another building in the forjn 
*' of a tower, fifty cubits long, in which the white 
" ftone already mentioned isipreferved with great 
" refpeO:. The wdl Zamzam is on the eaft of the 
*' mofque/ Caaba is covered on the dutfide with 
" cloth of filk from Irac, which rendera the ap- 
*' pearance of it rich and majeftic. In other r^f- 
" pe£ts the city of Mecca is very inifcrable, being 
' Vol, L E e "in 
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^* in want, as one may fay, of the mod ufeful ne- 
" ceiTaries of life. It has no fpring water except 
" what it receives by an aqueduft, for the con- 
" ftrudion of which it was indebted to the caliph 
" Almoetader Abbafidas. It is true that wells are 
*' here very numerous ; but their water is brack- 
*' ifli, bitter, and unwholefome. That of the 
*' well Zamzam is drunk only through devotion. 
" The foil is extremely barren, and produces no- 
*' thing but fome wild trees : the neighbouring 
" country is luckily more fertile ; wheat, barley, 
" pulfe, and fruits grow there in abundance, ahd 
'* iupply the inhabitants of Mecca with provi- 
« fions." 

Three miles from this place (lands the feat of the 
chief, who is fond of embellifhing the vaft gardens 
which he poffefTes with the palm, the olive, and 
the peach tree. The worftiip of the Arabs was i^ot 
confined to the temple of Caaba alone ; for each 
tribe had its particular deity. The Haniiarites 
adored the fun ; the Kenanites, the moon ; the 
tribe of Mifam, the ftar Aldebaran^ or the bull's 
eye ; the tribe of Cais, the dog-ftar ; the tribe of 
Afad, Mercury ; the tribe of Takif, an edifice 
fituated in the upper part of Naehlah. They had 
ftill a great number of other deities, which it would 
be tedious to enumerate. , It will be fufficient to 
fay that fome of them were adored under the 
figures of a man and woman, fuch as Vaddo and 
Savao ; and others under that of a lion, a horfe, 
or an eagle, as Jaghuth, Jane, and Hufro. Thofe 
who are defirous of procuring more .minute infor- 
mation on this fubjeft, may confult the Oriental 
Chronicle of Abraham Echellens^ tranflated into Lar 
tin by Jofeph Affemani. 

As I have hitherto fpoken only of the idolatrous 
Arabs, I muft now fay a few words refpeOiing, thofe 
who were not fo. 

Chriftianity 
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' Chriftianity flourifhed among the tribes of Rab- 
bia, Ghaffan, and Codaa. Thofe of Hamiar^ 
Beni-Kenanah, Beni-Alharet, and fom'e others, 
praiftifcd Judaifm. In Jecmen, or Arabia the 
Happy, there were a great many churches, bifho- 
prics, and monafteries ; but the Muffulman hefefy 
made a point of deftroying a religion which it was 
not afraid of anathematifing, even in the midft of 
Its fuccefs. Either through fear or a fondnefs for 
novehy, the Arabs all admired the Koran ; fo that 
Jecmen at prefent does not contain a fingle ca- 
tholic family. 



SCIENCES AND , LITERATURE OF THE ANCIENT 
ARABS. . ..' " 



MODERN Oriental writers confider the Arabs 
in two diftinft ftates. The firft they call Hal- 
Algiahaliat, or the ftate of ignorance ; 'and the 
fecond Alaflam, that is to fay, the ftate of Ifmae- 
lifm. The one comprehends the early ages of 
Arabia, and the other commences with the Hegira, 
The word Efal- Algiahaliat, which meims ignorance^ 
does not fignify an illiterate man, but a man def- 
titute of the knowledge of the true God. For this 
reafon it is commonly faid that the Arabs, before 
Mahomet, lived in darknefs, in prder to exprefg 
that they were idolaters. I fhall fpeak only of the 
literature of the firft Arabs, as the ftate of Ifmael- 
ifm has been treated of by feveral eminent writers. 

" The favourite fciences of the ancient Arabs,'* 
fays Abulfeda, " were'genealogy, aftrology, chro- 
" nology, and the interpretation of dreams/* 
-^ The accbunt of Albufarage is as follows : 
" The Arabs confider it as a great merit to be 
E e a '^ thoroughly 
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^^ thiE^roughly verfed in their own language ; to 
*f be able to fpeak it corredly ; tq write verfes 
^^ with care and elegance ; and to harangue in 
^* public. They were Well acquainted y^uh the 
^* courfe of the planets ; and by experience they 
^^ were enabled to foretel the changes and variati^^ 
" ons of the weather, 

*• In thefe different fciences they were not infeTi*- 
^* or to the mod poliihed nations. 

** With regard to philofophy, we may fay that 
" the Deity granted them no knowledge of that 
" fcience. They appeared to be even incapable 
** of making any progrefs in it/' 

I muft here remark that Albufarage fpeaks of 
the Grecian philofophy, which was taught in his 
time, and of which the Arabs had no knowledge 
but when in the (late of Ifmaelifm. 

The learned Albert Schultens fays, the Arabs 
wfcre faixious for. only three things : " the ufe of 
" the fword, the gift of fpeech, and the exercife 
** of hofpitality." Poetry, according to Pocock, 
fcrved them inflead of hiftory. By it they prefenr- 
ed the genealogy of different families, tranfmitted 
illuftrious adions to pofterity, and brought their 
language to perfedion. 

Two modes of reafoning were in ufe among their 
orators : pne called manthur^ and the other manu 
xum. The latter feems lo have been ufed by Ma- 
homet when he compofed his Alkoran, I flail not 
attempt to enter into any refearches reCpefting the 
Arabian eloquence, as no veftiges of it remain; 
We are acquainted only with tht names of Coflus^ 
and of Sciban-Vaiel, who were celebrated in this 
kind of oratory j but we may in fome meafure 
judge of the flyle of that age by the Koran itfelf. 
It abounds with pithy fentences, bombaftic expref* 
iioas, and proverbs which fucceed each other with- 
out 
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out connexion and without method. This plainly 
appears from that chapter which is intitled Al- 
Sciam-So, or the Sun. 

** By the fun and the moon ; by the moon 
** whica fucceeds him ; by the day, when he ap- 
^* pears in all his fplendour ; by the night, which 
" covers his glory with darknefs ; by the heavens, 
** and him«who created them; by the earth, and 
** him who caufed it to fpring up out of nothing ; 
" by the foul, and him who formed it, and m- 
*^ fpired it both with virtues and vices ; happy is 
** the man who hath purified his heart, and un» 
" happy he who hath corrupted it. 

** The Thcmiidites, blinded by pride, accufed 
^* of falfehood the envoy of God, who appeared 
*• to them in a ftate of mifery. In vain did he tell 
*^ them, I am the meffenger of God, I am th^ 
** camel of God, I bear his celeftial liquor. They , 
" again reproached hiYn with falfehood, and load- 
** ed him with the weight of their rage ; but the 
" Lord reduced them to duft, and his meffenger 
** will have nothing more to fear from the The- 
« mudites/' 

Nothing is obferved in this fpecimen but irre- 
gularity of ftyle, and a disjunftion of ideas. It 
will, however, pleafe an Arab, becaufe he is ac- 
cuftomed to this kind of writing. This fpeci'es o^ » 
irregular literature ended, as one may fay, with 
Mahomet. When the Arabs became conqueroi:?, 
they had an opportunity of being acquainted with 
the works of the Greeks. By thefe their tafte was 
formed ; they transfufed them into their own 
language ; and affuming them as models, became 
themfelves orators, poets, and hiftorians. 

I fliall now proceed to examine the ancient poe- 
try of the Arabians. The learned Giauharius 
makes n^ention of a public place where a f^ir^ 
which continued a month, was held every year. It 

warf . 
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was rdforted to by poets as well as merchants ; and 
feparate quarters were allotted to each. On one 
fide were fold ftuflFs, with merchandize of the like 
kind : /^nd on the other, poems and verfes. The 
mufes^varmed, became very fertile, and he who 
produced moft, gained the viftory, Happy was 
the perfon for whom this good fortune was referv- 
ed. His name was engraved on the pillars of the 
temple, and his tribe decreed him the honours of 
a triumph. All the women, fays Pocock, came 
with the found of inftruments to meet him in the . 
public fquare, and fcattered abundance of flowers 
over his head. The way before him was ftrewed 
with branches of the palm-tree ; and children and 
old men cried out with a loud voice — ^* Let us ce^ 
lebrate the great poet, who averts from our heads 
thofe evils which threaten ns. Bleffed be he who 
has immortalized the name of our tribe.": — The 
conqueror was then cdnduftcd to a large hall', 
where he was placed on a feat with great pomp, 
and entertained for feverald^ys with concerts and 
games ; after which his name continued to be vc-. 
nerated and refpefted. ' •- - 

Amri-el-Cais, Tarafa, Zphair, Lebid, Antara, 
Amro, and Hareth, are reckoned amongft the 
number of th^ illuftrious poets who flouriflied at 
that time. Each of them, fay3 Jones, has an equal 
merit in his own way. Amri-d-^Gais is foft, agreed 
able, brilliant, and above all bounds with variety* 
Tarafa is bold and vehement, but interfperfed 
fometimes with traits of gaiety, Zohair pre- 
fpnts us with leffons of morality and virtue, which 
we muft admire, though they are remarkably auft 
tere. . In Lebid we find a lightnefs, delicacy,. ten> 
dernefs, and care, which have made'hini be com- 
pared to Virgil in. his Eclogues: /.Lebid wilhes to 
correft in his miftrefs a < fondnefs for pomp and * 
fplendour j yet he is tempted to pardon her attacb= 

jnent 
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ment to riches, on account of her virtues. He 
makes his chief glory to confift in celebrating the 
great adions of his tribe. — Antara is threatenipg, 
and full of fire ; but he engages the attention of 
his reader by the grandeur and beauty of his ima- 
ges. — Amro is no lefs violent than Antara, and he 
is perhaps ftill more magnificent. Wifdom, dig- 
nity, and patriotifm, charafterize Hareth. We 
have feveral poetical orations by this poet, the ob- 
jed of which was to bring back union among the 
tribes who had become enemies. 

Albert Schultens, a great admirer of the Arabian 
literature, has endeavoured to tranflate into Latin 
feveral fragments of the ancient poetry of the • 
Arabs ; but his verfion is exceedingly bad. By 
wifliing to preferve, with too much nicety, the 
thoughts of his authors, he has rendered them ri- 
diculous. It has been faid, and very juftly, that 
to trariflate poetfy well, one muft be really a poet ; 
and Schultens was only a man of letters. Befides; 
the Arabian mufe is totally . different from the 
Greek, Latin, Italian, or French mufe ; and dif- 
plays a peculiar tafte, ftyle^ and manner of think- 
ing. 

The following piece, however, appears to me 
to approach, near to the European tafte. It is ex- 
traded from a poem intitled The Amours of Anta- 
ra and Abla. 

The lover is a formidable hero, whofe name 
alone ftrikes terror into the hearts of his rival^. 
Abla is the daughter of a fovereign, who adores 
the valour of Antara. One Amarh, a rich cava- 
lier, but of no renown in arms, has the boldnefs 
publicly to afpire at the hand of Abla ; upon which 
one of Abla's companions breaks forth into bitter 
reproaches againft Amarh, fo unworthy of fuch a 
miftrefs, and too timid to bear in her prefence the 
approach of the lion of the valley, who is Antara. 

' "Amarh," 
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" Amarh/* fays (he, " banifh from thy heart the 
** foolifh paffion which thou entortaineft for our 
*' young damfels. What are thy pretenfions to 
" beauty ? Waft thou ever a cavaher formidable 
'• in the day of battle ? Didft thou ever once repel 
'• the attack of an enemy ?— Yet thou dareft to af- 
** pire at Abla ! Think, think rather on the tcr^ 
^* ror of the lion of the valley! — A fvvord which 
*^ has never been tinged with blood, and a lance 
*• covered with ruft, are unworthy of approaching 
•* Abla, Abla defpifes a lover who buries him- 
** felf in the obfcurity of the forefts. Amarh, 
** ceafe to harafs Abla with languor ; clfe Antara 
** will ftied over thee the cup of death. There is 
** no one except Antara who truly knows how*to 
*' love. Even when his eyes breathe nothing but 
** lov^, they are not languilhing : Antara is a lion 
•• who loves a young fawn. 

** Thofe coftly veftments which fhine under thy 
" arms, excite the derifion of our young damfels ; 
** thau art become the ridicule of thofe who hear 
'* thee ; and the echoes of the hills repeat alfo thy 
** name with contempt. Fear left this bitter rail- 
'^ lery be doubled*, fhouldft thou again appear in 
** the company of our young wome;n. The lion 
♦* will come — that lion, formidable even to the 
•* other lions of the valley will come, and leave 
*• thee nothing but ftame to accompany thee in 
^* thy flight. Abla will be prefent, and fee thiee 
** humbled ; our young beauties will behold thee, 
** and applaud. .• 

** Antara is the hero of heroes-^-more courage- 
** ous than a lion, he furpaffes the ocoaii in gene* 
" rofity. We yottng virgins are like flowers ; we 
** have the odour of the violet and anemone; 
*^ Abla, the beautiful Abla, rifes amidft us like 
** a fhoot of myrtle crowned by the firft rays of 
** tlje fun or the moqn. But thou, Ainarh — thou; 
/ . •-. — ^ •^aj^ 
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** art the moft contemptible of ajl thofe who mount 
*' our coHrfers ; in avarice thou furpafleft the moft , 
*' avaricious ; thou art more abjeiSt ths^n the dog 
** which barks- Die of fhame, or be contentea "^'^ 
** to live defpifed ! There is no one who rifes up 
*' to fpeak againft me in thy favour." 

I have quoted this paffage in preference to any 
other, becaufe it may ferve to convey fome idea 
of the warlike manners of the Arabs. One fijxds 
with pleafure that a woman pays fo much refpeft to 
valour, as not to fuffer herfelf to be degraded by 
the weaknefs of love. 

The Arabian poetry appeared to me to appear 
near to that of the Song of Solomon. It every ' 
where exhibits th^e fame kind of ftyle, the fame 
figures, and the fame comparifons. ' 

The Arab poets are reproached with being too 
fond of extravagance in their hyperboles. For ex- ^- 
ample, when an Arab wilhes to exprefs that languor 
which he feels from infipid converfation, he fays : 

'' This man ohfcures with his fmile the wholp 
** immenfity of the atmofphere, and caufes the firft 
** rays of the fun to retire*" 

The Arabic language is richer in exprefljons 
than the Greek or the Latin ; and I 31m of opi- 
nion thjit it is no lefs harmonious^ The harfheft 
fyllables arc fo foftened in the mouth of an Arab, 
that they do not offend the moft delicate ear ; the 
pronunciation varies, however, according to the 
diftrid. In one place it is fofter ; in another a lit- 
tle harder ; in a third more fonorous ; and in a, 
fourth not fo full. The inhabitants of Aleppo fpeak 
the Arabic with great foftnefs ; ^ the Drufes in a 
ruftic .manner ; tne Maronites with too much vo. 
lubility ; the citizens of Jeru&lcm with an op^n 
$ind diftinfl: inflexion j aijid the jEgypti^ns with 
tnore grace than any other people. Two dia- 
Ijefts were diftinguifhed in this language, one of 
i-- :^. ■ • . ... ^.•.- -i- : ' which 
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which was called Arabiat-Homair, and the other 
Arabiai-Corailk. The firft was tha? of the Ho- 
raerites^ defcended from Hamiar, the fon of Saba, 
who inhabited Arabia the Happy. The feco^id 
was common to the Corailks, or defcendants of 
Ilhmael, and to the tribes fettled in the province of 
Ileggiaz, in which was fituated the two famous 
cities of Mecca and Medina. 

The Coraiik Idiom was confidered as the pureft ; 
and, by way of excellence, was called the clear 
and elegant language. As Mahomet was born at 
Mecca, he fpoke the latter, and made ufe of it iii 
all his writings. By the introduftion of foreign 
words, this dialed became infenfibly changed ; 
fo that the language now fpoken at Mecca is 
only a mixture of African, Afiatic, and European 
idioms. 

We are not acquainted with the dialed of the 
Homcrites, as it was loft by the conquefts of Ma- 
homet and his fucceflfors. All the hiftorians fay 
that it was different from the Coraiik ; but they 
give us no farther information refpefting it. One 
of them pretends that it had a great affinity with 
the Hebrew ; another with the Syriac i a third . 
even with the Phoenician ; and a fourth with the 
Carthaginian : but none of them proves his opi- 
nion. 

A celebr&ted geographer makes mention of two 
iflands, Chartan and Martan, where this idiom 
was familiar, and in which it is perhaps (till fpo- 
ken. No perfon, however, has^been yet able to 
difcover where thefe iflands are. 

The Homerites had alfo a kind of writing .with 
the ch^raders of which we are likewife* unacquaint- 
ed. It was called Mofnad j and we read in El- 
Ben-Chalican that the letters of it were disjoined, 
and at a very great diftance one from the other. 

:it 
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It was forbidden to inftruft any of the low people 
or ftrangers in it, without a fpecial permiflion. . 

More than one Arabian author, however^ pre- 
tends to have difcovered and interpreted Ho- 
meritic infcriptions*, amongft which is the fol- 
lowing : 

" I, Giaffan, the fon of Amru-Alcail (God 
** alone is immortal), lived amidft labour, and 
^^ died in a good old age, one day when the plague 
•' fwept away more than twelve thoufand perfons." 
It is to chance, as they fay, that we are in- 
debted for a knowledge of this pretended Home- 
ritic infcription. A violent rain having opened 
the earth, in a certain'place of Jecmen, difcover- 
ed a ftibterranean paffage, into which people could 
defcend without danger. A golden bed, on which 
was extended a man of* gigantic ftature, was 
found here ; his* body was wrapt up in rich attire ; 
and cldfe to the bed ftood a table covered with 
copper, and infcribed with the words before men- 
tioned. 

It appears that thefe Homeritic charaSers had 
already fallen into oblivion, in the time of Maho- 
met ; and that another kind of writing, which had 
replaced it, was become common in all the Ara- 
bias. It was called the Cuffick, from the name of 
the city of Cufa, in Mefppotamia, where it had 
been invented. It was one Mazar, the fon of 
Morrahy of the city of Anbar, who carried it from 
Mecca to Medina. Several fpecimens of this writ- 
ing ftill remain, which have been carefully preferv- 
ed. TheCiifEc eharaSers were, however, fuper- 
feded by the Arabic, which have been tranfmitted 
to the prefent time without experiencing any 
change. 
^ - ' \ • ' . * " 

MANNERS 
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UANNXRS AND. CUSTOMS OF THE A^CISNT 
ARAB^. 



THE Arabs, in a ftate of ignorance, were di- 
vided into two clafles, one of which comprehend- 
ed the inhabitants of cities^ aud the other the va- 
gabonds of the defarts. The firft liv^d QU th^ 
corn which they fpwed, the fruit of the palm tree, 
a^4 the flefh of their cattle ; and purfuing com* 
merce, they carried their produ^Uons into neigh- 
bouring kingdoms. The fecond lived on the milk 
of their camels, ^nd the fleih of their flocks, 
which they were employed in feeding. Wander* 
ing always from place to place, they dwelt under 
tents, at lead in the fpring, fummer and autumn ; 
]buton the approach of winter they tpok (helter iT^ 
the village of Irac,. and ii^ the neighbourhood of 
Syria, where they endured with courage all the 
inconveniencies of ws^nt and of the feafon. Abra- 
ham Echelleos fpeaks of them in the following 
manner : 

" They ^re all warlike and indefatigable, 
" Their bodies ^re'haif ujJ^ed i and they wear no- 
" thing arougd them but fomq bandages of difier- 
** ent colours, which cover t;heir loins. They 
" ride without any diftinQ:ion on camels and 
" horfes. They never cultiyate the earth.. Being 
•* deftitute of laws, government, and habitations, 
** they live according as tfeei^ caprice aad incon- 
" ftancydireftthem*" 

Thefe two kinds of Arajbs, wbofe nsianners were 
fo oppofite, refembled each other, however, ill 
certain pradices* They both entertained an equal 
j'efped for old people j and exercifed with the like 

folicitude 
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Mcitude all th^ duties bf hafi^tallty. Though re- 
markably tempieriaLte iii^ their diet, they were in- - 
dined to drutikennefs^ and often became vi^lims 
tb* that paffion ; as Abi-Ghabfcian, \<rhofe aft of 
folly I hav6 already related. Games of haziird 
were no lefs dear to them than wine ; and for this 
reafon they were forbidden by Mahomet, under a 
threatt of the fevereft malediftion. 

It appear* beyond a doubt that thfe Arabs ab- ^ 

ftaihed from pork, fo that Mahomet only conform- 
ed to cuftom in prohibiting it. They obferved the 
abluliofts enjoined in the Koran ; and wfe find in 
Herodotuis that they were ufed abov^ all in the 
conjugal union. • Th^jr "were circunlcifed, as at tt'e- 
feftti, after the revolution of thirteen years. Thet 
Wiftftfeh confidered it as an honour to appeal deCfent 
in public : and their ^hole bodies were cpveted 
except one eye ; choofing rather to be fatisAled, 
ki they faid, with half a day, than to expofe 
theMelves to the lafcivious looks of the meh. 

Cicero and Strabo relate feveral cuflomsbf the 
AitHibB. " They confult," " fays irtie former, the 
** finding oi birds, which they have leartied to 
** ktiow in their frequent courfes, and ititerprdt it 
" according to the ideas which they havfe forftied." 
" The art^ which they' have dilc<)vered bv ftu- 
" dy,** fays' the fecbnd, " are not cofnmtilnidaitecl 
** from the oiie to the othet ; they are fo jfealous 
" of them, that they endeavour to confine the *ex- 
** ercife df them to their families.^— Brothers are 
^* preferred to children, iais beiftg older. Eirery 
** thing is common to all thofe'of the faitie trfbe, 
*' and age always gives the firft diftinftibti. There 
" is only one i^oman for all. He whb viiits her 
** ^rft, leaves his ftaiflp ^ the door, and fears not 
/" to be inteitupted by a rival. It rs the tight, 
" however, of the oMeft to be received in the 
** nighttime, to the exclufion of all the r^ft. 

'' Inceft 



43^ TRAVELS THROUGH 

I ** fnceft is not accounted a crime amongft them ; 

I ^ and a fon enters'without fcruple the bed of his 

I *^ mother. Death js the puniihment they inflift 

I •• for adultery, which is thought to be committed 

^ when a man has been found with the woman 
I ** belonging to a different family from his own/* 

This paffage of Strabo has been in part refuted 
" by Abraham Echellens. Admitting that the anci-* 

r ent Arabs efpoufed their mothers, their fifters^ 

and their daughters, he does not allow that they 
had only one woman in a family. In fuch a cafe, 
how can we conceive population to have been 
kept up ? The women of that country mull indeed 
havet>een as fruitful as the queen of the bees. 

** The Arabs,*' adds Strabo, *' are remarkable 
•* for the aufterity of their manners ; but ftill more 
** for their great oeconemy. General opinion, in 
^ this refpe^, has affixed a kind of (ligma on the 
*^ man who diflipates his fortune ; but it grants 
** public honours to him who has increafed it# 
•* For this reafon few people enter into the fervice 
•* of others ; the relations of every family become 
*^ fervants in their turn : and this cuftom is pre- 
<^ valent even among the rich. 

*^ Amongft the number of thofe employed to 
•* attend at table, there^^are two whofe office is to 
*' perform certain pieces of mufic. It is cuftoma- 
•* ry for the king of the ngition to give furaptuous 
** repafts in public ; and it has been remarked 
** that no perfon prefent at them is allowed to drink 
** more than eleven times. The prince behaves 
** with great familiarity to all, and even cpnde- 
** fcends to wait on them at table. There are 
** certain occafions upon which he does not dif*- 
** dain to give an account of his adminiftration in 
•* the prefenceof the people ; but none of his fub- 
f' jefts are permitted to reveal any fecrets ref- 
" pefting his conduft." 

Herodotus 
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Herodotus informs us in what manner the Arabs 
formed contrafts. " No nation/* fays he, " have 
" a greater refpeft for the faith of promifes. When 
** two moa wifli to make a bargain, they call in a 
' ** third, who places himfelf between them ; and 
*' laying hold of the middle finger of each of the 
*' contrafting parties, makes a fmall incifion in 
^' them with a fliarp flint ; takesr up a corner of 
^* their garment, in which he places feven ftones ; 
" befprinkles them with the blood ; and invokes 
" as witnefTes of the treaty, Urania and Bacchus." 

Divination was ufed in Arabia, and was prac- • 
tifed with arrows. 

It was ufual for families to compliment each 
other on the acquifition of a poet, a fon, or a colt. 

Commerce flourifhed in Arabia, and above all 
in vjecmen. The principal objects of it were cat- 
tle, rich ftiiflFs, ingots of gold and filver, perfumes, 
fpices, jewels, and every thing ufeful, agreeable, 
or valuable. One, fays Bachart, cannot form a 
juft idea of all the riches of thefe people. The 
houfes of plain individuals equalled in magnificence 
the palaces of the greateft princes. The infide 
was ornamented with elegant vafes, luftres, dia- 
monds, ivory, curious marble, and pieces of ex- 
quifite fculpture. The outfide was equally rich ; 
plates of mafly gold and filver were feen on the 
facade, the columns, and the gates ; which gives 
us reafon to fuppofe that thefe two metals were as 
common there as ftone. A paflage in the Book of 
Kings feems to corroborate this defcription. We 
read there that Queen Sheba defirous of vifiting 
Solomon, in order to be convinced that the ac- 
counts of his great wifdom were true, prepared for 
him the moft magnificent prcfents ; and that more 
than four hundred camels, loaded with gold fluffs, 
ingots, fpices, and precious ftones,, marched be- 
fore her chariot. Her magnificence aftoniihe^ both 
tHe king and all Jerufalem. 

It 
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It was after this epoch, that Judea formed z 
treaty of alliance with Arabia. 

When Mahomet inftituted the pilgrimage to 
Mecca, it was not from motives of r^igion. Be- 
fug well acquainted with the fpirit of the orien- 
tals, who are enfeebled and enervated by the heat 
of the climate, he employed fuperftition to draw 
the Turks from a (late of indolence, and to en- 
gage them in commerce, by which they might ^ac- 
quire wealth and riches. 

I (hlll not fay any thing of the calaidar of the 
Ae ancient Arabs, becaufe I have fpoken of that 
of the Turks, which is almoft the fame. It will 
be fufficient for me to obferve, that the Arabs had 
no sra, or common epoch. The Homerites reck-* 
<Dned their years from the inftallation of their 
kings ; the Ifhmaelites from the foundation of the 
temple of Caaba 4 fome tribes from the overflow- 
ing of the Arem ; and others dated from fucTi or 
inch a war, which had either proved glorious or 
unfortunate to them. 

The Arabs had no uniform fyftem of govern- 
ment. In one place there was a king, in another 
^ chief of the tribe, and in a third a republic : 
but liberty and independence prevailed every 
^ where. 

This general view of the ancient Arabia feems 
to me to be peculiarly interefting, as it exhibits 
man iketched out by the hand of nature, and man 
1)rought to perfeftion by civilization. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVIIL 



JOURNEY FROM RAMA TO JERUSALEM. 

I QUITTED this city as I had done Jaffa, with- 
out making any obfervations. On my return, 
however, I (hall give a defcription of both of them* 

Being informed that a caravan was about to fet 
out for Jerufalem, I got myfelf ready to accom- 
pany it, having received from the fuperior of the 
convent letters of recommendation, and inflruc- 
tions refpeding the journey. 

" You have," faid he to me, " great riiks tp 
♦• run ; more than one plunderer will ftop the ca- 
^' ravan, under the pretence of afking charity ; but 
*^ refufe them all, and return no anfwer to any 
*' of them. It is poffible that they may ill ufe 
<* you, and even beat you ; but you muft fuffer 
** every thing with refignation before God," 

This advice gave me very little courage ; and 
what depreffed my fpirits ftill more was, that I 
was under the neceffitv of going aloi^e to jpin the 
caravan, which had already ^advanced half a mile. 

An eKcellent horfe being faddled for me, I fet 
off full gallop ; but I had not proceeded far >^hen 
I perceived four Arabs coming towards me with 
their lances couched. Having placed themfelves 
before me, I ftopped ; upon which they furroundr 
ed me, and addreffed me in the Arabic language : 
but, mindfuji of what the good prieft bad told me. 

Vol. I. F f I returned 
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I returned them no anfweri They renewed their 
importunities ; I ftill continued mute : my filence 
however was ill-underftood. " This gentleman/' 
fays one of the Arabs, " is going, I fwear, to dif- 
mount." This apoftrophc immediately determin- 
ed me to change my principle. I therefore fpoke 
to ihem ; and I found that they were extremely 
well pleafed at this behaviour. They were indeed 
honeft people ; they turned afide from the way to 
(hew me where the caravan was, and did not even 
wait till I had thanked them. 
"'^' This caravan was compofed of Greek Chriftians, 
Armenians, and Mahometans; with an account 
- of whom I ihall not amufe the reader, 
. In the courfe of our journey we entered a' vil- 
I lage called Amoas, the ufual rendezvous of fuch 
/ paflfeigers aT'af e going to Gaza, and thence to 
\ Cairo. Amoas, formerly Amaus, is the fame as 
Nicopolis, thus called under the reign of the Em- 
peror Alexander. This city, in the time of the 
Chriftians, was the feat of a bifliop, fufFragan to 
Csefarea in Paleftine. It is more celebrated in the 
annals of the church than in the hiftory of the 
world. 

Several writers place here the village of Em- 
maus, to which Chrift came on the day of his re* 
furreftion : 'but this is an error into which they 
have fallen from a conformity of names . There are 
three places called Emmatis in the neighbourhood 
of Jerufalem : that in which our Saviour appear- 
ed is only feventy furlongs diftant from it ; where- 
as Emmaus through which I pafTed is more than 
feven hundred and twenty. 

A little diftance from the village of Amoas, is 
ft grove of olive tr^es, containing an , ancient 
church, novTabandonea to the fa vage animal^. 
Formerly it was dedicated to the holy martyrs the 
Maccabees. 

Returning 
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Returning to the main road, you find on the 
left the villag e of Latru m, which the Latin authors 
call Cq/irum Boni Latronts. It is fituated upon an 
eminence, «ind prefents to the obferver the ruins 
of a few edificies. Near it there formerly flood a 
celebrated chapel, conftrufted in memory of the 
good robber^ fome remains of which are ftill to be 
feen. 

Some Arabs ported on the road oppofite to the 
village, were counting us at a diftance, and wait- 
^ ed with impatience, to collect from us a kind of 
toll called Si^ far. 

Gafar is an impofition which the kings of Jeru- 
falem levied formerly from every paffenger. The 
produce of it ferved to keep the roads in repair, 
and to clear the neighbourhood of the vagabond 
Arabs. At every toU-houfe there were guards, 
who efcorted the traveller from one poft to ano- 
ther. 

. The Infidels have always kept up this impofi- 
tion ; but they no longer apply it to the benefit of 
the public. 
f^ The fum cxaded is ftill the fame ; but the gqfar 
{ is now greatly multiplied : and you frequently 
1 meet with bands of Arabs who afk money of you 
Vimder this title. 

Our caravan, ftopped at the diftance of a mile 
from Latrun, in order jthat we 'might go to view 
Job's wells. That holy man, as 1 was told, came 
hither to refide during his misfortunes ; and, as 
if the water of thefe wells could infpire one with 
patience and refignation, devotees congratulate 
themfelves on their happinefs, when they have an 
opportunity of drinking it. 

But what regret fhould I occafion to thefe fimple 

orientals, did I prove to them from fcripture that 

Job never quitted his firft poffeffions ! It is how- 

F f a ever 
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ever bed. to fuffcr them to enjoy an error from 
vhich they receive fo much pleafure. 

Continuing our journey we arrived at a narrow 
defile, which extended a great way between the 
mountains, and which is ufually in^eflied by «plun- 
derers. We were ^ndeed foon.alarmed by the ap-r 
pearance of fix or (even Arabs, of that kind who 
cuhivate the earth, and who are more clowniih, 
and inhuman than even the vagabonds themfelvest 
They were on foot and half naked ; they had mat- 
tocks in their hands, and were armed with fiifee^ 
and poniards. They crofled the road before us, 
and threw ftones at the caravan in order to ftop 
us : but though they were few in number, our 
guides were of opinion that if would not be pru- 
dent to attack them, becaufe the difcharge of one 
carabine might bring to their aififlance an hundred 
of their companions^ 

I did not know their defign, nor what would 
be the event; but very luckily they were fatisfied 
with aiking each of us for alms. I thought proper 
to refufe them, and had almoft fallen a facriiice to 
ray obftinacy ; for one of them threw a ftone at 
me, which grazed my forehead. Had it not been 
turned afide by the hand of Heaven, I (hould cer- 
tainly never have feen Jerufalem. They after* 
wards loaded me with maledictions., and quitted 
me, -but not until they had heartily frightened me. 

A Greek belonging to the caravan, Nvho faw 

the treatpient I had experienced, advifed me no^^ 

to expofe myfelf any more to the like danger. 

*^ A fmall piece of Turkifh moujey,^* faid he^ 

*' would have faved you from every infult. You 

" ought to take a few pieces from your purfc, 

1 ** and keep them in readiioeft, in cafe of a new 

'r " rencontre." This advit:e was certainly very 

I prudent ; but I was fufpicious of the perfon who 

I offered it. The Greek chriftians have,^ at all 

times. 
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times, been enemies to the Etiropeans ; and when 
they know that they' have money, they make figns 
to the Arabs to rob them. However, that I might 
not let him know my fufpicion, I told him that I 
had no money at all. 

It is a great misfortune that the mind of the tra- 
veller in this country is too much occupied with 
fear, to be able to make proper obfervations. ' 
Thefe mountains are highly worthy of attention. 
The variety of the flowers with which they abound ; 
their beautiful verdure, fhady groves, romantic 
rocks, and limpid .waters that fall in beautiful caf- 
cades, all confpire to render the views here inte- 
refting.* 

They muft have been formerly inhabited, for I 
faw fome ruins in a place called Seritz, and the 
remains of a plantation of fig-trees in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

After traverfing thefe mountains for the fpace 
of five miles, we were again flopped by a band of 
Arabs,, who fallied forth from a cavern. Like the 
former they afked us for charity, which fome Ar- 
menians at firft refufed : but they afterwards com- 
plied, when the Arabs difplayed their threatening 
clubs. 

This example determined me to be charitable ; 
and I begged one of the guides to advance a 
medin for me. Thefe Arabs having received 
fomething from each of the company, retired, 
after fainting us refpedfully. 

Having defcended into another valley, called 
by the natives Uvadi-Ali, we fell in with another 
troop of Arabs, ftill more brutal and favage than 
the former. Without afldng any queftions, they 
laid hold of the bridles of the firft camels^ an4 en- 
<leavoured to carry them away, together with 
their loads. Being afraid that we fhould be en- 
tirely 
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tircly ftrippcd of our baggage, we began to fend 
forth loud cries, which were echoed back from 
the whole plain. The Armenians and Greeks 
were half dead with fear, becaufe they were tranf- 
porting a large quantity V)f goods to Jerufalem* 
Our guides, however, faved us from our embar- 
raffment, by bribing our plunderers, who, for the 
fmall fum of three medim per head, fuffered our 
packets to proceed untouched. 

This fudden change in the behaviour of' the 
Arabs was undoubtedly the effeft of celeftial fa- 
vour, or of the private intelligence which prevails 
between the robbers and the conduftors of cara- 
vans. However this may be, the latter did not 
fail to afcribe to themfelves the whole merit of 
our prefervation, afking us at the fame time for a 
few pieces of money, as a reward for their good 
conduft ; and, to excite our generofity, they 
hinted to us,, that their intervention might ftill be 
found neceflary. We were then fully convinced 
that the Arabs are not the greateft thieves in the 
country. '" '• 

Other vagabonds of the fame kind were {^exi 
ftraggling here and there; but we were now pro- 
perly acquainted with the means of getting rid of 
them. We obferved fome of them following the 
carts in which the peafants were conveying home 
the fruits of the harveft : but, on throwing a few 
haiidfuls of com to them on the road, thefe hungry 
wretches departed without farther moleflation. 

We now arrived at a village called Kariet-Eleu- 
neb, which are two Arabic words that fignify the 
place qf grapes. The furrounding hills are in- 
deed covered with vines, aiid have every appear- 
ance of good cultivation and fertility. A little 
lower we perceived an abundant plantation of 

olive trees. - . • ■ 

:--T:>:.-r.. The 
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The catholics call this place St. Jeremiah, in 
memory of a church dedicated to that prophet. 
Its ruins ferve as an inclofurefor flocks ; and upon 
,fome of the pilafters rude paintings may be feen, 
which are of the remoteft antiquity. 

The fathers of the . Obfervance, whofe convent 
was contiguous, formerly performed duty in this 
' church. It is not known precifely in what year 
they eftablifhed therafelves here ; but it is certain 
that the ii^fults of the Arabs obliged them to quit 
this place, about the. middle of the lad century. 
Thefe banditti plundered them every day ; and in 
one night maflacred fourteen old men. The de- 
ftruftiqn of this moiiaftery is much regretted ; as 
it was v^y commodious for European travellers. 

Heaps of ruins, to be feen in this hamlet, give 
us reafbn to bglieve that it was formerly a city, or 
at leaft a large tow|i. 

On quitting this place you afcend fome moun- 
tains on the left. The road here is neither dif- 
agreeable nor dangerous. t)efcending on the 
other fide you enter the valley of Terebint, cele- 
brated by the vidory whicH D^yid, when a youth, 
gained over the giant Goliath. The army of the 
Philiftines was encamped on an ^minpnce, and 
challenged with infulting contempt the troops of 
the Ifraelites. 

You here meet with a^ew gardens, and a fmall 
number of ruinous habitations, among which ap- 
pears a large edifice that advances to the highway. 
It may be eafily perceived that it was conftrufted 
by monks. 

Beyond thefe you obferve the village of Colo- 
ni5L»,fituated on an eminence. The Manometaris 
have here a fmall chapel, and a monaftery of der- 
vifes. 

A little farther is the rivulet of the valley of Te- 
rebint, which you crofe by a bridge in the rainy 

feafon, , 
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feafon, and which in fummer is dry. . I« ^^ from 
the bed of this br6(* that Da\id [iicked up thfe 
five ftones, with one of which ht hit the foreh^d 
of the gigantic Philiftine. 

Nothing can be fo beautiful as the neighbour* 
ing mountains : they are coveVed with olive and 
fig trees, vines, and even feveral kinds of grain. 

We afcended them by a narrow path, which 

Was very incomihodious, both to us and out 

horfes. The foil here is gravelly, and of a very 

bad quality ; yet, owing to the hand of induftry; 

the fmalleft part of the fields is not left uncultivat- 

cd. We' may fay that nature here is fubdued by 

inan. I was, Tiowever, forrv to find the immenfe 

plains between the caftle ot the Good Robber and' 

the rivulet of Terebiiit entirely neglefted. Were 

^ there ever fo little care^beftowed on them, they 

would produce an hundred fold.'^ 

/ " I underftood that the frequent quarrels of the 

I Arabs were the fole caufe of this fhameful inat* 

' tention. Agriculture, like all other arts, requires, 

befides peace and fafety, the fupport of govern- 

tnent, before it can be carried to perfeftion. This 

foil, abundant even amidft rocks and briars, h 

under the proteftion of a city governed by a 

bafhaw. ' ^ 

The diftance from the rivulet to Jerufalem i^ 
reckoned to-be about five miles. On evpry fide 
you behold cottages, churches, mofques, and va- 
rious other monuments of human induftry half in 
ruins. 

When 1 had reached the fummit of the neareft 
mountain, I at length perceived Jerufalem ; ^nd 
my eye wandered with eager contemplation over 
this ancient city, which the ' miracles of our Sa- 
viour, arid the bloody viftories of the Europeans, 
have rendered the mdft famous in the worW. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 



09 tnt CITY ^ jERUSAiEM* 

xXAVINO arrived at the gate of B^hkheaa, 
and having no one to guide me, I rdblved to fol- 
low the caravan. I entered the city on horfejback, 
which in the laft century Europeans were not fuf- 
fered to do ; and, being flopped by a Turkilh 
centinel, paid the ufual toll, which is two nudinx 
for each perfon. 

Scarcely had I advanced two fteps in the firfk 
flrcet, when a chriftian of the Latin communion 
Jjolitely accofied me, and afked if I was not a 
Frenchman, which is ^m appellation bcftowed here 
on all the Europeans. On my returning an an*« 
fwer, he offered to conduft me to the convent of 
St. Saviour, which is in the poffeffion of the fa- 
thers of the Holy Land. This obliging attention 
from a ftranger gave me a very favourable idea of 
the manners of the people of Jerufalem.^ 

One of the interpreters in the fervice of the con- 
vent appeared very much furprifed to fee me ar- 
rive without notice being fent to thefe good monks 
by the governor. Having told him in what man- 
ner I had entered, he informed me that I muft 
return without the city ; becaufe Europeans who 
came from JafEa are forbid to pafs through any 
^ other gate than that of Damafcus. The inf^flion 
"of this law would have expofed the monaftcry, 
' and 
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and perhaps myfelf, to fome difagreeable exa&ion. 
This unlucky accident was very diftrefGng to a hn 
tigued traveller ; and I filently murmured aeainft 
the fanaticifm of the Mahometans, which deughts 
to torment, by ridiculous cuftoms, thofe of a dif- 
ferent religion from their own. There was, how- 
ever, no remedy ; and I faid, why blame the fu- 
perftitious Muflulmans ? They only behave to. Ca- 
tholics in the iame maimer as the Catholics be- 
have to the Jews. What plaufible reafon can the 
Italians have for compelling thefe children of the 
Hebrews to wear yellow caps on their heads, which 
expofes them to the derifion of the populace * ? 
We, neverthelefs, boaft of being enlightened by 
j^ilofophy. 

I was, however, faved the trouble of making 
a long circuit round the walls. A janiiTary be- 
longing to the guard of the convent conducted me 
to the gate of Damafcus, by eroding the city from 
fouth to north. > 

The interpreter in the mean time went to aflc 
the governor's permiffion for me to enter ; and 
having joined me, together with a ciocadar, or 
officer of the balhaw, I was admitted upon paying 

a few 

• They are baniihed into the filthieft comers of our rui«% 
where the avaricf of government is continually ftudying how to 
pIurdcT theiii. But it is above all ii] the dominions of the Pope 
that they are expofed to the greateft oppreffion. 

They havfe purchafed at a very dear rate, and particularly 
at Avignon, the right of having (ynagogue^. The nuncios do 
not blufli to make them renew their payments four or five times 
in a year. When they want money, they caufe the fynaeogues 
to be opened an hour later : this is fufficient to inform the Jews 
of their intention. Thefe unhappy profcribed people muft then 
haften to make a contribution. It may be readily gueifed that 
the nuncio u not vifible when, they carry it to him ; they depo- 
fit the oflFering on one of the tables of his apartment j and if k 
is judged fuff.cient, the doors of the fynagojjue arc forthwitji^ 
opened. 
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a few medins. When we returned to St. Savioor, 
I prefented myfelf to the fuperior, who received 
me with much politenefs. He aiked me my name^ 
that of my country, and the objeft of my voyage ; ' 
in order that he might infert them in the Pilgrim's 
Regifter, which is carefully preferved among the 
archives of the convent. After this, he (hew^d 
me the cell deftined forme, which was extremely 
commodious ; and the interpreter introduced me to 
the other officers of the houfe. 

In a little time I was very agreeably furprifed to 
fee Meff. Ventre, Leblanc, and Sube, three French 
merchants, with whom I had lived on the mod 
friendly terms at Acre, arrive at . the monaftery. 
They had been expofed to great dangers in their 
journey ; and recollected only in a confufed man- 
ner the different places through which they had 
paffed almoft like fugitives. The good fathers 
were very happy in meeting with four Europeans 
together, of whom they afked a variety of queftions. 
The greater part of them had been born in France j 
and religion, which induced them to fettle among 
the infidels, had not been able to obliterate from 
their minds thp dear remembrance of their ancient 
country. 

Some religious ceremonies are here praftifed to- 
wards travellers ; and it would be neither decent 
nor polite to rejeft them. They are conduced to 
vefpers, and invited to follow the proceffion with 
tapers in th-ir hands. The priefts who officiate 
wafli their feet amidft prayers, and a Te Deum 
chanted by the choir ; after v/hijch they are 
introduced into the hofpital, and requefted to 
preferve the tapers in memory of this auguft pil- 
grimage. 

All Europeans, of whatever religion, are re- 
ceived in the convent, and fupplied with every ne- 
^ ceflary 



